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Pioneer Run 2015®: Club Members Tim Penn and Dave Pittuck aboard
the 1896 Leon Bollee Tricar.
Photo: Stuart Norris, Outdoor Imaging
A club welcoming members with any make of machine and catering for

Veteran (pre-1915), Vintage (1915-1930), Post Vintage (1931-1939)
and Sporting Trials (pre-1965 and Modern bikes)
http://www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Roy Plummer
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Hello everyone,
Some welcome news is that we have plenty of new faces on the
committee, so hats off to Arnold Marshall who is our new secretary, Rob
Smith who has taken on the new role of Regalia Officer, Rob Pound as
Events secretary and Paul Cromie as a committee member. It’s great to
see some new folk taking an active part in our Club. Meanwhile, thanks
are due to Ian McGill for all his hard work as Secretary over the past
14 years.

ajdleslie@gmail.com

peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk

An apology to new member Jim Reddie for misspelling his name in the new member’s list
last issue. Sorry Jim, and welcome aboard!
All the best, Julie.

aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com
jdwpioneer@outlook.com
christopher.pile@sky.com

Paul Cromie
01622 814048 paul.cromie@uk.bp.com
Neil Sinclair
07885 660939 sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk
John Buckingham
01903 536244
Rob Smith
01474 854239

© The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club and Authors reserve copyright for all matters published in the Sunbeam
Club News. The SMCC is not responsible for the views contained in the Club News and views expressed are
not necessarily those of the editor or the club. All information is provided in good faith. Inclusion in the Club
News is not a recommendation by the SMCC, or the editor, of any goods or services.
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Rob Pond
01403 628297

hoochmil@aol.com

An Invitation East Sussex VMCC Show and Concours

Paul Rees

You are invited to attend the East Sussex Section of the VMCC Bike Show and Concours,
to be held on Saturday 13th of June, from 2.00 p.m. onwards, at the Cricket Bat Factory
Ashburnham, near Battle, East Sussex.
This event is open to all machines built before 1988, but I would love to see more pre-war
bikes, the older the better, as these seem to be of most interest to the visiting public.
Drinks and refreshments are available and there is plenty of seating. All bikes are displayed
under cover and set out in four age categories, with voting carried out by those attending.
This is a very informal, social event, with the emphasis on bike show, rather than concours.
So whatever the state of your machine and whether you belong to the VMCC or not, please
come along, with a bike or bikes, if possible and enjoy a good family outing, with all proceeds
going to the Air Ambulance.
This will be the third year that I have organised this event, with year one attracting thirty
bikes, year two over sixty, so all the signs are good for plenty to see and chat about.
If you require further information about this event, I can be contacted by email on
paulrees49@yahoo.co.uk or 07800 907093.

Ian Cockshull
info@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Proposed End to End

Johny Johnson

In the December issue of Club News, Baz suggested it was time to do another End to End.
I have always wanted to do this, and missed the last one, so made a suggestion that I might
be able to organise the Scottish part of such a venture, with the help of Paul Morley. This
would be my first attempt at organising something like this, so help and advice would be very
much appreciated.
The idea would be for older machines to take part, and I shall be using my Model 7 outfit
or my Model 2. So far we have about eight people who have expressed an interest so a few
more could be included.
The run would be during the second half of September this year and we aim for about 100
miles per day, with perhaps a stop of a couple of days en-route somewhere interesting where
we might relax a bit. Accommodation aimed at is in comfortable hotels, rather than B&B,
but hopefully not too expensive. By September schools are back and there is not so much
pressure on hotels. September is also often a good month for weather in Scotland, or is that
tempting fate?
I plan to take a trip around my idea for a route in April/May and will come back to all those
showing interest after that. I would need firm numbers soon after that but think that a dozen
or so bikes with accompanying friends etc. would be possible. My big Citroen Van could be a
"Back Up", but are there any volunteers to drive it south. The trip will be from John o'Groats
to Land’s End, as some feel it is downhill, so will be easier.
I can be e-mailed on johnyj@btopenworld.com or telephone 019756 51276.

Garden of England Run 12th July

Battle of Britain Show 11th July

Tony Lloyd

On Saturday 11th July at Headcorn Airfield we have been asked to mount a show of machines
which would have been in use by Battle of Britain pilots and personnel in the early years of
WW2.
This would form part of an exciting Battle of Britain Display being put on by AeroLegends.
There will be flights by period planes all day and the highlight will be a mock attack by an
ME110 with a Spitfire and Hurricane being scrambled to repel the invader.
In the early days of the war all sorts of Vintage and Post-Vintage machines would have been
personal transport for RAF personnel and we should be able to make a decent show. Also
many machines would be in the colours of the various Services- RAF, Army, MP’s, RN, AFS
etc.
Coincidentally we have the annual Garden of England Run at Headcorn on the Sunday
12th July. Why not make a weekend of it. Camping and caravanning facilities at Headcorn are
excellent.
Those of you who wish to do both days will be offered half-price entry to the Garden of
England Run, there is no fee for the BofB show. As with most Sunbeam events both days are
open to Members and Non-Members alike.
If you wish to show your machine at this prestigious event please contact Tony Lloyd on
01737 555413 or 07751 300233 or E-mail aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com.

A Welcome to New Members
Tony Lloyd

On Sunday 12th July we are once again running our Garden of England Run for veteran,
vintage and post-vintage motorcycles and three-wheelers of any make. As with all Sunbeam
Club one-day events the Run is open to all. No messing about remembering membership
cards and such.
We now include a Post-Vintage (1931-1939) class which has proved to be very popular and
attracting an interesting range of machines.
The event will start and finish at Headcorn Airfield, south of Headcorn village in Kent on
the A274. A new veteran and vintage friendly route has been developed around the rural
and quiet roads of Kent; it is comprehensively marked and has proved to be very popular.
Marshals will be posted at key points. The course is 45 miles and fairly flat. A warm welcome
is assured in the lunch stop at the Lord Raglan near Staplehurst, for a prepaid lunch.

Baz Staple

It is encouraging that we have enrolled some fifty plus new members to the club over the past
six months and a number of those have joined via the Pioneer Run®.
We would like to encourage these Pioneer types and anyone else with veteran machines to
join in the fun on our other events; see the club calendar at the rear of the Club News. It has
always been club policy to choose routes on our events which are veteran friendly and we
would like to see more of these older bikes entering and chugging along. This era also gives
added wonder and interest to those spectating at our events. You will be made very welcome
and we hope to see you joining in with our regulars

New Members

Peter Donaldson

Please give the following New Members to the Club a warm welcome:-

Souvenir horse brasses are awarded to all finishers. We expect our usual good weather.

Colin Aubury (Norfolk)

Colin Bragg (Cumbria)

Headcorn airfield offers continuous entertainment for support crew with regular small
aircraft movement and parachuting. There is also a cafe and museum.

Jim Connor (Surrey)

John Culver (Hampshire)

Charles Dixon-Payne (Cambridgeshire)

William Gocher (Kent)

Jacqueline Harris (Sussex)

Mark Leighton (Sussex)

Tony M (Hampshire)

Tony Mann (Wales)

David Pike (Sussex)

Martin Schenker (Germany)

Gavin Shaw (Surrey)

Simon Starmore (Sussex)

An additional feature this year is that we have been asked to show WW2 period machines
for a Battle of Britain display on Sat 11th July, see details below.
Kent, the Garden of England, is an interesting area for veteran and vintage riders, why not
make a weekend of it. Camping is available on-site. For an entry form and regs. contact Tony
Lloyd on 01737 555413 or e-mail aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com Entry forms are also available to
download on The Sunbeam Club website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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The "VFV" Two-Day Vintage Motorcycle Run in Northern Germany

Julie Diplock

Club member Heinz Kindler sends details of this long-established event for pre-1945
motorcycles which takes place over the 17th – 19th July at Kaltenkirchen in Northern
Germany. The event celebrates its thirtieth anniversary this year, and includes a meeting of
the New Imperial Owners Association, a celebration of 100 Years of the Triumph Model H and
a visit from Egon Müller, former Speedway and Grasstrack World Champion.
Entry forms are available from their website www.veteranenfahrt-norddeutschland.de
or contact
MSC Kaltenkirchen e.V.
Heinz Kindler
Bramstedter Landstr. 8C
D 24640 Schmalfeld
Germany
Tel.: 0049 4191 4660
Fax: 0049 4191 89358
Email: HeinzKindler@aol.com

Ramsgate Sprint Revival: 15th to 16th August

Annual General Meeting

7th March 2015 at Peacock Lodge

Ian McGill

The meeting opened at 2.00pm, President Mrs Marjorie Ayers welcomed all members to the
meeting and asked Baz Staple to Chair the meeting. 37 members attended and 35 members
tendered their apologies for absence.
The minutes of the last AGM on 1st March 2014 had been circulated to members,
unfortunately, the end of year accounts dated 31st December 2014 were not available to post
with the minutes, so will be sent with the next edition of Sunbeam News.
The Membership Secretary read names of members that had passed away during 2014;
they were Peter Adorian, Dave Bickers, Tony Held, Mike Highfield and Mike Holloway.

Baz Staple

Those interested in taking part in this two day meeting should get their name down promptly
with Tim Hart, timbo.hart@virgin.net of Invicta MCC, Ramsgate.
The event is open to naturally aspirated machines with a date cut off of pre-1969. Details
of your machine along with a good photograph are required. As Tim says, the organisation
wishes to revive the spirit, sounds and smells of the old Sunbeam MCC sprints, which were
so successful between 1956 and 1968.
Our club marquee will be on the lawn on the cliff top and some suitable machines will be
required to advertise our era. Please contact Julie Diplock with offers of display machines or
to help on the stand.
A list of local hotels and B&Bs are available on the Invicta website at
www.ramsgatesprintrevival.com

Ayers Collection Catalogue Available

John Waghorn

Some years ago Marjorie Ayers donated a massive collection of Tiny’s pre-1940 catalogues
and sales literature for motorcycles, gearboxes sidecars and cars. With the assistance of
various committee members this collection of pre-1940 literature has been catalogued in
alphabetical and date order. This catalogue can be viewed on line via the Sunbeam website
or the actual catalogue list can be purchased from me for £3, cheques payable to Sunbeam
MCC Ltd.
Because the brochures consisting of manuals and sales literature vary in size and weight I
will have to assess the cost against each enquiry. Please let me have any requests, details in
front of the Club News.

Regalia Officer

Peter Donaldson

Rob Smith has taken over this job from me as of now. He has all the regalia stock and any
requests should be made directly to him. If requests come to me I will, of course, pass them
on to Rob. Rob’s details appear on the inside front cover.
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George, Jane, Rob and Nick of The Smith Family
receive the President’s Cup at the AGM.
Photo Chris Wright
This is intended to be a quick resume and full copy of the minutes will be sent to all
members prior to the 2016 AGM. The minutes of the 2014 AGM were accepted as a true
record and signed by the Chairman, there were no matters arising.
The Chairman’s report praised all members and their families who had made great efforts
to increase our membership numbers; we have now reached our target of 500+ members.
Three important shows attended were Kop Hill, Banbury and Founders Day and thanks
were recorded to John and Graham Buckingham for transporting the club marquee and help
manning the stand.
The meeting continued with officers reports, all of which were unanimously accepted. All
officers agreed to stand for re-election except for the Secretary who had retired after 
April - May 2015
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fourteen years service. The new Secretary Arnold Marshall and his partner Jacqueline Harris
who will be the minutes secretary were voted in and unanimously accepted by the assembled
meeting.
The future of the Southern Experts Trial proved to be an excellent decision and the event,
put on by the Hook Woods Trials Club was a great success, the trophy is at this time being
repaired and will be passed to their Chairman Jim Connors on permanent loan.
A complete list of Club Officers can be found on the inside front cover of the News.
Club Awards for 2015/16.
Presidents Cup:- George Smith and Family
John Grondona Cup:- Barry Brown
John Olley Cup:- John and Graham
Buckingham

John Neave Cup:- Peter Donaldson
Len and Marjorie Savage Ladies Cup:Julie Diplock
Trials Cup:- Mike Holloway.

Secretary’s Report for 2015 AGM

Ian McGil

Yet another successful year, the pinnacle of which as far as I am concerned was the phone
call from Arnold Marshall who, with his partner Jacqueline Harris volunteered to be Secretary
and Minutes Secretary so ends my fourteen years in the job, for which I give hearty thanks
to Arnold and Jacqueline.
But to give a quick resume’ of the past 12 months since the last AGM. As our Chairman
has reported, there was a very successful outcome to the future of the Southern Experts Trial
moving to the Hookwood Trials Club, and the even more success when the event was held.
The small amount of interest in a 90th Anniversary lunch gained momentum and 50
members and guests sat down to an excellent meal at Rowfant House, we were so pleased
that our President was able to attend, thanks to Geoff and Chris Morris who arranged
Marjorie’s transport.
Barbara and I were pleased to represent the club at the opening of ‘The Motorcycle Story’ at
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu in May, and even more pleased and surprised that the
new gallery has been dedicated to Graham Walker one of our founders and past president.
All of our V&V events run with their usual success, and we are looking forward to the new
event in Oxford/Bucks in April this year, thanks to Andy and Bev Middleton.
Congratulations to all those who have managed to increase the number of social evening
meetings; this has spread our area well up towards the Midlands.
You will have read in Sunbeam News that the members of the committee treated our
President to a 90th birthday lunch a few days before the actual day.

Promote Your Club

Baz Staple

Any business owners: do think if you can support your club by distributing club membership
forms. We have a stock of flyers suitable to leave on a counter or send out. Just contact Peter
Donaldson if you would like some. Alternatively, if you know of relevant businesses then do
ask if they would like some.

Help required for the Pioneer Run® 2016

I would add now that I do NOT expect our Chairman to take on any of these jobs. He, like
myself, is trying to cut down on Club tasks.
Madeira Drive. Brighton
Liaise with Brighton Council events team re: date and availability of venue.
Invite the Mayor of the City of Brighton & Hove to present the awards.
Rally the existing list of marshals.
Arrange for the Club marquee to be on site and erected.
Check and certify the fire extinguishers.
Arrange for the commentators bus and programme HQ to be on site.
Ensure the Brighton Police have knowledge of our event.
Handcross
Liaise with Handcross Park School for the coffee stop.
Arrange for programmes to be on sale in Handcross at Verralls and Maureen Green’s house.
Advise travelling marshals of date for event.
Ensure Sussex Police have knowledge of our event.
Epsom Downs
Liaise with Downs Conservators for use of the Tea Hut car park.
Invite the Mayor of Epsom & Ewell to start the event
Inform Tea Hut proprietor of the event date.
Arrange for the hire of the mobile office
Advise marshals of event date.
Ensure the start area is set out.
Ensure all is clean and tidy when we leave.
Programme advertisers and sponsors
Contact all programme advertisers and ensure their copy arrives on time.
Contact our sponsors.
Send out invoices to advertisers.
All of the above tasks are well scripted and not at all difficult. PLEASE consider how you can
help to keep this event running for many years to come.
Meanwhile, thanks are due to all the volunteers who helped this year, including at Epsom
non-Club members Alan Windsor, Katharine Hook (who was solely responsible for the
signing-on desk) and Club members David Hodges, John Croft, Bill and Chris Pile.
Help is also required at Epsom with the setting up of the Public Address system and the
trailer parking area.

VMCC Founders Day:

Sunday 19th July : SMCC Club Stand

Baz Staple

We will again be in attendance at Founders Day on Sunday 19th July with our Club stand.
Please contact me if you can help on the stand or bring a club-eligible machine to display. A
limited number of passes are available to volunteers

Ian McGill

This event has grown since I took over from ‘Tiny’ some twelve years ago, so my thoughts are
that if we could find some volunteers! to take on parts of the event organisation, then things
would get a little easier for me.
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Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo that you
would like to share with the Club?

Send your comments to :



The Editor

(details inside front cover)

Ascot Motor Co – Engine Manufacturer Query
Dear Julie

Let me start this message by saying I am VERY pro-motorbike, I have a full licence myself
and covered many miles on two wheels, from Scotland to the Pyrenees.
On Sunday, I was driving in my car near to Handcross we had four close shaves with
riders on your run. One of your older riders completely ignored the give way to the right rule
on a roundabout despite two other bikes ahead of him stopping and I had to stop on the
roundabout to avoid hitting him.
Three further times bikes were doing ridiculous over-taking manoeuvres that put themselves
and other road users at risk. On these three occasions I had to drive right up into the nearside
to give the on-coming bike enough space to pass me, on one occasion it was an emergency
stop to avoid a head on collision and one older guy passed my driver’s door completely on
my side of the road as he tried to overtake a car!

The Ascot Motor Co was founded in late 1902 at
212 Pentonville Road, London. They used their own
design of engine with an ingenious rocker driven by a
single cam to operate both valves and The Motor of
March 22nd, 1904 seemed to approve. Ascot made
motorcycles, fore-cars and tri-cars and I am restoring
what is probably the sole survivor of the marque. I
believe the engine was made by Sarolea and wonder
if members might be able to confirm this? The top
of the valve chest is the only part with any numbers
stamped upon it. Do any members know of any other
engines that had a "7" on the inlet valve and a "6"
on the exhaust or stamped their engines in a similar
way? Another feature is that whilst the valve guides
are screwed into the head, they also have nuts on the
top of the valve guides inside the valve chest.

I realise that sometimes people get carried away when part of a group and perhaps assume
everyone else must give way to them, but common sense seemed to have been left behind
by a few of your riders! I will stress that most riders were absolutely no problem, and I hope
they continue to enjoy the run for many years to come.
Please, please, please hammer it home next year that they are on public roads and MUST
still obey the Highway Code. I would hate to hear that such a wonderful event that is such an
amazing spectacle, ended one day in an avoidable fatality.
Regards, Graham Huffer.
Note from out-going Secretary Ian McGill : “I have replied to Mr Huffer, and had to apologise for the bad
riding from some of our Pioneer Run riders, and whilst this is published in Sunbeam News I do hope that
none of our CLUB riders were riding irresponsibly.”

All comments and suggestions would be
appreciated as no Sarolea archive survives and if
relevant knowledge exists it will probably come via
these pages.

Club Nights at Six Bells, Chiddingly

Baz Staple

These are held on the first Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, telephone 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142. Food is available from
6 pm.

More photos can be seen on my website, as below.
Best regards, Paul Gander

Future Club Nights at Chiddingly

www.go-faster.com/AscotMotorcycle.html
07776 140245
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Proposed New Club Night: Oxfordshire
Dear Julie,
I write on behalf of Joe Rush who has been trying to get a local SMCC meeting started
in the Oxford section, he has written to all fairly local members from a list supplied by our
membership secretary, and so far had only eight replies.
What he is asking is it the correct location, perhaps not central enough or are his local
members not interested?
Later in the year he will put on a Bacon Butty Sunday morning and see how many turn up.
So through you letter column I would ask any South Oxon or near members to contact Joe
by phone on 01491 680712, even if only out of courtesy and pass on their thoughts.
Ian D McGill
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Sunday’s Pioneer Run
Dear Editor,

Baz Staple

May – September – evening runs from 7.30pm Various organisers.
After 2nd April club night I will not be organising any future talks etc. and hope someone will
come to the fore to take over this job which has been most interesting for Jenny and I. There
is available a list of possible future talks and demonstrations, as well as an enormous list of
question and answers from the vintage era. If no one can take over this task, the only option
is to have natter nights from October to April. We’ve also been encouraged by the amount
of help and suggestions from club members for interesting subjects, which I’m, sure will
continue.
Will someone please volunteer to continue the success of Chiddingly club nights.
March Club Night
Baz Staple
Don Coe came along a second time to demonstrate his skills in producing quarter scale
models of early aeroplanes. This time it was the Deperdussin dating from 1910.
Don is a member of the Shuttleworth Veteran Aeroplane Society who actually fly these
old machines when the weather permits. His membership provides the opportunity to
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formed in 1988 and since then the building and two of the engines have been the ongoing
subjects of restoration back to their 1899 condition. 'Prince Consort' was fully restored back
to running condition by 2003 and 'Victoria' is now being restored.
For a more detailed look at Crossness visit www.crossness.org.uk and the Trust has
several dates in 2015 for visitors when 'Prince Consort' will be in steam-:
Sunday April 19th, Sunday June 21st, Sunday July 26th, Sunday August 23rd, Sunday
October 11th.
Thanks to Ian and to John Hodson for arranging the talk and bringing Ian and his projector
along.

Full size Shuttleworth plane: 1910 Deperdussin. Photo John Myers
measure and take pictures of all aspects of these full scale machines, which he reproduces
in quarter scale. His ability to make these extremely small components in precisely the same
fashion amazed our audience who appreciated the detail and skill. All Don’s models are fully
operational in all respects but these early machines were often without ailerons, so for lateral
control opposite ‘wing warping’ is necessary which requires a delicate touch particularly with
the miniature version. This night emphasised the appreciation our club nighters obtain from
alternative engineering techniques and hobbies.

Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall

Rob Smith

These are held on the third Monday of the month from 8pm to 10:30pm at West Kingsdown
Village Hall, London Road, West Kingsdown (Behind Gamecock Pub) TN15 6BZ. Grid
reference O/S188 574 629). Tea or coffee and biscuits provided, for more details contact
George Smith on 01474 852960 or t110george47@gmail.com
Forthcoming Dates: Monday 18th May : Road Safety Film.

Thanks to Joe for the talk and what you did 70 plus years ago.

February
Ian Bull gave a talk to a packed room on the Crossness Pumping Station and the vital role it
played in enabling London to have an efficient sewage disposal system which was created by
Joseph Bazalgette between 1856-66 and much of the network of sewers he created are still
in use today and able to cope with the vast increase in London's population since then. Before
they were built cesspits and the River Thames were the places the effluent was disposed of
with mass outbreaks of cholera
resulting in many deaths and air
that was unbreathable the results
of this.
The four engines which are
thought to be the largest rotative
beam engines in the world were
in service until the fifties then
after replacement by electric
pumps they and the building
were abandoned to rust and
to vandalism. Fortunately the
Crossness Engines Trust was
12

March
Joe Cook gave a talk to a packed room on flying with Bomber Command in World War 2
as 'tail-end-charlie' in a Lancaster with 630 Squadron. He began gunnery training on Avro
Ansons and Vickers Wellingtons at Silverstone of all places before it became better known
as a race circuit and after his crew formed flew some leaflet dropping missions in Short
Stirlings as part of the build up for D-Day; on one of these Joe was to earn a 'Caterpillar
Medal' after bailing out of a stricken Stirling over Devon that had two engines fail. Joe's crew
were posted to East Kirkby to fly their 30 operations in their Lancaster LE-Q for 'Queenie'. On
one operation Joe and his crew were to have a dogfight with a Messerschmitt 262, the Axis's
only operational jet fighter then way ahead of any other aircraft. Joe also told us of some of
the fun they had back at 'base' between missions reminiscent of the riot scenes in the film
'The Dambusters'! His crew were to survive and finish their tour of operations just as the war
ended, Joe commented that they were all 'closer than brothers' and they all kept in touch after
the war. Joe brought along his Log Book and photographs of his crew and aircraft for all to
see which was appreciated by everyone. Joe epitomises the quiet courage and modesty of
the surviving Bomber Command veterans and he is now the last living member of his crew.
He has been a VMCC member and ridden sidecar outfits for many years, he owns a Vincent
Black Prince/Steib outfit and he admitted he will be 90 in May.

Sunbeam Club News

First Essex Meet

Rob Woodford
We had nine bikes and
a 1920 Sunbeam push
bike turn out, and seven
out of the nine bikes
attending were pre-1940.
Considering the cold and
damp weather, I feel it was
a success.

Rob Woodford’s 1930 550cc side valve Triumph CSD.
Photo Rob Woodford

A good chat was had
amongst the participants
and the general consensus
was that this could turn
into a great meet.

The meeting takes place on the first Saturday every month, and the SE section of the
Rudge club will now be joining us. For full details see the Events Calendar on the inside back
cover.
April - May 2015
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Mike Holloway

Peter Donaldson
Mike very sadly passed away in
The Weald Hospice on Friday 13th
February at the age of 76. He was
yet another victim of cancer.

His death was a great
shock to family and friends. He
was one of those fit characters
that were larger than life and his
going has left a massive hole in
many peoples’ lives. He had not
knowingly been suffering from his
ailment for very long and only
realised he had a real problem
when he developed a yellow tone
to his complexion. By that time
the cancer had spread too far and
was inoperable. He returned home
where Valerie, his wonderful wife
Mike Holloway at the Norton Fun Day
of very many years, lovingly cared
Photo Dave Blanchard
for him until a few weeks later he
slipped into unconsciousness and
was transferred to the Hospice where he died the next day.
To everyone who knew him it all seemed so impossible. He was a very keen, fit and
talented competitive motorcyclist. He started riding in Trials in September 1961 on a Trials
Combination with younger sister, Joan, to hold the third wheel down, they made a good team.
In 1963 Joan (later Westbrook) went solo and is very much part of the Trials scene while Mike
went Sidecar Scrambling. He made rapid advancements, got various trade supports and went
fully professional for a couple of years riding the Continental Circus and all the big events in
the UK. He then returned to a more normal home life and in motocross dominated much of
the UK scene winning many national and regional awards. He had a go at solo scrambling/
motocross on a Bultaco Metisse but found that two-strokes were not really for him. He
eventually returned fully to solo Trials and has always ridden them in the Pre-65 area, first on
a BSA B40, then a Triumph twin and then AMC singles which served him well. He won the
rigid rear class of the Sammy Miller Classic National Series last year on his Matchless against
all makes of machine and age of rider, he was 75 years old and that was the third year on
the run that he won it. For many years he rode a springer Matchless in the Star Group Series
and was part of our winning teams in the late ‘90s and early 2000s. He would invariably win
the Pre-65 A Class there. In 2014, though he had not ridden all the rounds, he ended up in
second position in the South East Centre for the year in the rigid-rear class. He also won the
Sunbeam Club Trials Award for 2014, awarded for his performances riding during the year
and for being Clerk of the Course for two of our open Trials events. I collected the award for
him the day after his funeral and will pass it on to Valerie.

demonstration Classic Motocross events and really enjoyed that, his favourite course being
at the annual Goodwood Revival events. He also built a 500cc Matchless Trials outfit and his
plans for this year were to leave the Sammy Miller Series and concentrate on outfit riding of
both three-wheelers. No doubt we would have seen him on solos from time to time.
With Motorcycle Trials in mind, Mike and Valerie bought a very good piece of Trials
woodland, called Jackson’s Wood at Horsmonden in Kent some years ago and that is one
of the premier pieces of Trials ground in the South Eastern Centre now. (The Sunbeam Club
runs two of our annual events there). That purchase, and his being a good Trials Clerk of
the Course at several events a year, both at Jackson’s Wood and other locations were, he
said, “his putting something back into the Sport he so enjoyed.” Two years ago he acted as
recovery for the Club’s three-day Vintage run in Shropshire, and was scheduled to do it again
this year. He had been really impressed with both machines and riders and I was working on
him coming into the Vintage scene and I believe he was almost there.
At his funeral in St Margaret’s Church at Horsmonden, the lovely old parish church was full
of mourners. A wonderful turn out of people, many were from the motorcycle fraternity. The
vicar was a person who knew and understood Mike and was very able to describe his love of
other people in a manner I understood. Mike was one who could give of himself, and thought
and treated family and friends with more than respect, yes it was with love. As was overheard
one of his scrambling opponents from yesteryear said after the service, “Yes that was very
true, unless you were in front of him and didn’t pull over, he would just ride over you”.
Besides many years of riding with Mike, I also knew him socially and he was a great and
loyal friend. He will be truly missed by many. Our thoughts are with Valerie, their family, and
with his sister Joan with whom he was close. Mike R.I.P. mate.

Veteran Conundrums and Queries - The Jack-no-Skid
The Jack-no-Skid Do any Survive?

Sunbeam Club News

With today’s road surfaces, it’s
perhaps difficult to understand
the veteran obsession with
‘the dreaded sideslip’, and
interesting to see some of
the measures implemented to
avoid or alleviate it.
Those with the funds in 1907
could invest in a Rex which
boasted a patented twin rear
wheel setup, the rims running
side-by-side and spoked to an
ROC gear. Those without could
invest in what we’d recognise
today as a pair of ‘stabilisers’
from Horner & Co: presumably
the increased ability to remain
upright offset any stigma
attached to relying on such
accoutrements.

Mike joined the Sunbeam Club in 1997 and was always a loyal and helpful Club member.
He was a very capable spanner man and welder. After retiring he built up a motocross outfit
like the one he had raced professionally, first with a Yamaha engine, then a Triumph one
and finally he was able to procure a Weslake engine as he had raced and campaigned it at
14
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A Ride Round The Garden

Paul Reesl

Being a Sunbeam Club member without a machine eligible for club events can sometimes be
a frustrating experience, especially when it is a self-inflicted problem.
I had sold my 1939 Velocette GTP in a moment of weakness and had been unable to find
a suitable pre-war Velo at the right price to replace it. My other machine, a1953 tele/rigid
Velocette MAC, is a joy to ride, but too modern for club events and I know, that for me, it’s
only suitable stable mate has to be another Velo of the correct vintage.
I don't quite know how it happened, but last year, at a club meeting, out of the blue, I was
offered a Velo KSS Mk.1 to ride in the Garden of England Run. After due deliberation, lasting
a fraction of a second, I accepted gratefully and looked forward to what I knew would be a
ride to remember.
I arrived at Headcorn Aerodrome in good time, on a rather grey Sunday morning, to meet
the KSS for the first time. At the owners suggestion I had a quick ride round the rally field and
was immediately at home on this well set up machine. I suppose you could call it love at first
sight.
If you are not familiar with the Garden of England Run, it is a gentle meander through
beautiful Kent villages and countryside, with a lunch stop at a quintessentially English pub and
a return to the start by a different, but equally charming route.
I followed my benefactor on his KTP around the route, dropping back from him now and
again, in order to enjoy the acceleration of this, oh so smooth machine. After the lunch stop
I attracted a small audience, gathered to watch me start the Velo, but the combination of a
well set up machine and my Velo knowledge ensured a first kick start and an enjoyable, but
uneventful return journey, with a reluctant hand back of an exceptional machine.

did eventually arrive on Madeira Drive.
The award presentation attended by the Mayor’s of both Brighton & Hove and Epsom did a
super job, which at times was most amusing as they entered into the spirit of the occasion.
Many thanks to ALL those who help on the day at both venues, especially those who get up
early to help at Epsom. The results are:
Rider Achievement Awards for 50 Pioneer Rides
No: 174
Richard Lemon
1912 BSA and sidecar
No: 270
Mike Sherwin
1913 Douglas
The Lt Col ‘Tiny’ Ayers Memorial Trophy Greatest Combined Age of Rider and Machine
No: 205 Rider Len Perry Machine
1913 Sunbeam sidecar

Total Years 194

Runners Up:
No: 313 Rider Bill Mills
No: 166 Rider Alan Coombs

Total Years 186
Total Years 185

1914 Triumph
1913 Sunbeam

The Laurie Fenton Memorial Trophy Greatest Age Difference between Rider & Machine
No: 106 Rider Sam Bewley
1914 Wall Autowheel

Age Difference 82 years

Runners Up:
No: 171 Rider Marie Edmond
No: 172 Rider Nicola Clark

Age Difference 70 years
Age Difference 69 years

1914 Baby Triumph
1914 Triumph ‘C’

The Ladies Award - To the Best Lady Rider
No: 65 Rider
Jacqueline Bickerstaff 1909 Triumph

As I rode those quiet byways I pondered on how this model must have been a revelation
in its day, with a super smooth and powerful engine, slick four-speed, positive-stop gearbox,
excellent brakes and superb handling, not to mention rakish good looks. Such a pity that
in those times of austerity not many could afford a machine of such quality. I would hazard
a guess that it was not only small boys that had their noses pressed up against Velocette
dealers windows, with dreams of ownership when this machine was introduced.

The Bob Currie Memorial Trophy - Most Meritorious Performance
No: 283 Rider Julian Wade
1914 BSA

As a footnote, I have been offered the use of this bike again, for the Ixion Run and The
Garden of England Run and in case you haven't worked out yet who has lent me this
precious machine, it is, of course, that gentleman and fine engineer, John Buckingham. My
grateful thanks to him and proof, if proof were needed, that you meet the nicest people in the
Sunbeam Motorcycle Club.

Dutch Horsepower Team Trophy. To the Team of Three Riders, one from each Class,
with the Greatest Combined Age of Riders and Machines. The winning Tri Wheelers
team :No: 2 Rider
Dave Pittuck
1896 Leon Bollee
Class One
No: 91 Rider
Dereck Light
1910 A-C Sociable
Class Two
No: 205 Rider Len Perry
1913 Sunbeam sidecar Class Three Total yrs 581

The 2015 76th Pioneer Run®

The German VTV Trophy. Generously Donated by the German VTV m/c Club To the Best New Comer.
No: 132 Rider Otto Schwarz (Ger)
1913 Triumph

Ian McGill

Although very cold on Epsom Downs, at least it was dry for the start of this year’s event, we
had 350 entered of which 290 started to journey from Tattenham Corner to Madeira Drive,
Brighton, although we did manage to lose 28 on the way.
One problem that occurred was that the toilets had not been opened early and a few people
had crossed legs for a while. This problem will be sorted out before the next event in 2016.
Our coffee stop at Handcross Park School again proved a great success, for which we
thank the school; it is also a super opportunity for press photographers to take pictures of the
entrants.

The Classic Motorcycle Trophy - Generously Donated by the Classic Motorcycle
Magazine - For the Best Authentic and Un-restored machine
No: 289 Rider Philip Clark
1913 Excelsior.

The Brian Verrall Memorial Trophy Generously Donated by Mrs Margaret Verrall to the Best Three Wheeler
No: 272 Rider Kevin Hellowell
1912 New Hudson sidecar
The Ray Newton Memorial Trophy Generously Donated by Mrs Betti Newton - To the Best Vee-twin Machine
No: 96 Rider
Peter Peschken (Net) 1910 Wanderer

Unfortunately later riders experienced heavy traffic around the road works in Brighton, but
16
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The Wally Lambert Memorial Trophy Generously Donated by the Lambert family To the Best American built
No: 222 Rider John Warr
1914 Harley Davidson
The Pioneer Registrars Trophy - Generously Donated by John Waghorn
No: 40 Rider
Mike Wills
1904 Bradbury

This was my sixth ride on the 1913 297cc JAP-engined Hazlewood, kindly lent to me again
by Geoff Morris who was riding his superb 1913 Sunbeam this time.
Now my previous five rides had been quite uneventful....

Special Long Service Award to Peter Donaldson - For 35 years Programme
distribution and Sales.
The Sunbeam MCC Chairman presented Engraved Pioneer Medals to the Mayor
of Brighton & Hove, Councillor Brian Fitch and to the Mayor of Epsom & Ewell,
Councillor Robert Foote.

The 2015 Pioneer Run®

roads this year probably due to the coolness of the weather but importantly it was dry.

Chris Ronald
The freshness of the air on Epsom Downs
early in the morning, on a breezy day
in March, is invigorating to say the very
least. This year proved no exception and I
had prepared myself with seven layers of
clothing under my leather jacket. However
at the start, I noticed a somewhat different
approach was taken by Noel Whittall famous for his books relating his exploits
on his model H Triumph - as he was, as
always, riding in his tweed suit. I did further
notice though, as a concession to the
bitter wind, he had a folded up newspaper
beneath his waistcoat! I suppose coming
from Yorkshire has something to do with
this.

Spectators cheering you on do give you an encouraging lift and I do remember Steve
Priston waving to me along the way but can't exactly remember where! What I do know is
that it was someway before the Bull pub on the outskirts of Henfield, because it was here that
the linkage between the frame mounted gear-change lever and the Armstrong 3-speed hub in
the rear wheel twanged, bringing me to an unexpected halt. Immediately thinking things were
terminal I called our support crew (known as wives on the other 364 days of the year) with
the car and trailer to stop them travelling further towards Brighton. Whilst waiting for them to
arrive I looked to see what had happened. A small part of the linkage, thinner than a bumble
bee's wotsit, had snapped (see picture). What has happened to reliability? You would think
after only 102 years the component should still be serviceable wouldn't you?
This meant that the hub was now locked in bottom gear. The bike has a proven top speed
of 28mph in third gear. In first this is reduced to about 10mph.
It was easy to disconnect the rest of the linkage so I then thought I would see if the bike
would tolerate moving along at the slower speed. It seemed quite happy with things so I
thanked the support crew who had just arrived and sent them on their way again!
Trying very hard not to overwork the engine and doubling the number of pumps of oil, I
happily tootled along albeit at 8mph. This was fine until I arrived at the long upward stretch
of the A281as it nears Pyecombe, a challenge which further reduced my rate of progress to
some 6mph.
Now John Pocklington was spectating at about the midway point of this stage and what he
saw I can only think must have been reminiscent of that wondrous scene in the Lawrence of
Arabia film when it takes an agonisingly long time for a dot on the horizon to finally appear as

Each year I tell myself I am going to
be more organised at the start so as to
be fully ready to move forward when the
time comes for the off. It was no exception
again this year as I was having a really
interesting conversation in the paddock
with Rob Smith and his intriguing Dayton
and found that I had to get a bit of a move
on at the last minute for the line up.
At the start I was surprised to find John
Taylor alongside me on his Time Travel
Machine, sorry, I meant 1914 Ariel. John
normally starts a fair way behind me but
invariably travels, how shall I put it, "post
Photo Stuart Norris, Outdoor Imaging
haste" and passes by before I've gone but
a few miles. This time he was gone before
I had even pushed the little 1913 Hazlewood out onto the road to start it!
I thought there were fewer roadside spectators and certainly fewer non-event riders on the
18
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The Failed Link. In the absence of a Bombus appendage, a
thruppenny bit is substituted for size comparison purposes.
Omar Sharif on a camel - except in this instance it was a greybeard on a veteran and it took
an equally long time for me to disappear again!
I wasn't particularly looking forward to the next section of road as this required the
negotiation of a three-lane highway on which the majority of the traffic was travelling around
nine times faster than I was! I thought at the time that this could prove to be a character
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building exercise but in the event it was relatively stress-free.
Then a testy ride through the dense traffic of Brighton and lastly that gratifying cruise along
Madeira Drive to the finish.
Now it was time to bask in the afterglow of another Run completed, walk round the paddock
to view the fantastic display of machinery and find out how others got on.
Certainly worthy of mention is Paul Gander who rode his 1911 Triumph from Midhurst to
Epsom, completed the Run then rode from Brighton back home again.
I also met Phil and Sue Harris who had both finished and were chatting in a group with John
Taylor, who of course had already been in Brighton for most of the day.
Enormous thanks must go the marvellous Ian McGill and his organising team, to each of the
many marshals and not lastly to the support crews who provide a vital service for this supreme
event.
It is without doubt motorcycling in its purest form.

The World Famous Pie and Ear Run 2015

Rick Parkington

Now obviously if you’re going to borrow a 101 year-old motorcycle that hasn’t been used since
last summer to make a fifty-mile journey on busy modern roads to a teeming seaside resort,
preparation is needed. But nothing is ever that simple. Luckily I was riding the same 1914 BSA
as last year, kindly loaned by owner John Ley. I say luckily because there was no chance to
do any preparation beyond topping up the oil and petrol in a car park. John lives in Oxford,
near my mate Richard Duffin who does me the favour of bringing it with his bike in the van
and returning it after the run. What more can you ask? I just have to hope the bike is alright
and I can still remember how to ride it from last year… It’ll be fine!
Well, not this time. A few fairly vigorous bumping runs around the car park produced no life at
all. The BSA carburettor has no tickler button so you can’t tell whether there is even fuel in the
carb - maybe BSA reckoned it would flood the engine too easily – either way, to check fuel flow
means unbolting the fuel pipe and stupidly, lack of preparation meant I’d left my pocket-size
Bahco adjustable behind. Dammit, get the tools out… Ah, nowt coming out of the tap…a quick
double-act between me unscrewing the tap while Richard took on the role of the little Dutch
boy, using his finger over
the tank outlet to minimise
loss of fuel, allowed me to
clear the blocked tap and
get away before getting
a bill for resurfacing the
Happy Cheater car park –
note I said ‘minimise’ not
‘prevent’ the loss of fuel on
their tarmac. After that the
bike ran very well for the
rest of the journey.
It’s hard to justify
buying an expensive
veteran when you’re
probably only going to ride
it once a year at this event
20
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but I defy anyone who has ridden the Pioneer on a borrowed bike not to walk away giving the
subject some serious thought. Riding 1920s bikes is great but in truth they’re not really that
different to modern bikes; they have gears, clutches, brakes – okay, modern bike riders may
get a shock from the brakes but they’d find the same on a Bantam. Veterans, though, are a
whole different ball-game - especially the early ones. Even the comparatively modern 1914
BSA takes a lot of effort. It’s like a bike jammed in top gear; you more or less have to bump
start it – pedalling off is impractical with the pull-back handlebars; being tall, my knees hit them
and in any case to pedal hard you need to counterbrace your body and you want straights for
that, not wheelbarrow bars. So once underway, you’re naturally anxious to keep going. When
you see traffic lights or obstructions ahead, you slow to a crawl, trying to keep moving until
the lights or the situation changes. Of course, you can’t just close the throttle – do so and
the engine will stall with a vicious spitback. You need to do it slowly using the tank-mounted
ignition lever to take the sting out of the spark. If you give it enough retard, it almost goes
into a state of suspended animation, thumping like a slow heart beat beneath you. If the light
stays stubbornly red as you reach the waiting traffic, you have to find a gap and filter through
to the front of the queue. Hopefully you will have scrubbed off enough time that the light will
change as you hit the line and you can gently awaken the old engine and coax it back into
pulling you away; your rolling start carrying you cleanly away with the traffic. But if the light is
still red, you have no choice but to pull the valve lifter and kill the engine. Inevitably, the lights
will change a second later and you’ll have to push off and attempt a run and jump start, much
to the annoyance of all the people you’ve just filtered past…
One rider either had a lot of nerve or hadn’t thought it through; he was wearing one of
those Day-Glo bibs with ‘are you enjoying the traffic?’ printed on it. Presumably intended as
a positive advert for motorcycles as you whoosh through London jams, I’d think twice about
wearing the thing if it was me that was causing the traffic jam in the first place. I dunno, these
vests are supposed to be an aid to road safety; I reckon he was lucky someone didn’t run him
into a ditch. Fortunately he seemed to make it to the finish unscathed.
But the event does inspire a cavalier attitude: it reminds me of MAG runs years ago when a
huge phalanx of bikes would block a town centre; I was brought up to despise mob behaviour
but there’s definitely something about being the majority for once. Riding the Pioneer, you
can’t help feeling absolved from road traffic laws and courteous driving – we are allowed to
use the Brighton bus lanes but I’m not sure official leniency goes any further. At one point
I was overtaken by a horde of mini-bikes, probably two dozen half-scale trail bikes with the
odd monkey bike in chase. Great laugh; except, I reflected, at the next hold up… where, sure
enough, in every conceivable gap there was a small motorcycle stuck, like flies in a radiator
grille. Pavement it is then. I heard some cheers from the mini-bikes as I thumped down
the paving to the roundabout, hopping off the kerb just in time to enter a gap and be away.
Trouble is you can get carried away, I made the fatal mistake of following Richard out onto a
roundabout without making a careful enough check of my own, a bip from a cab reminded me
not to blithely follow people; on these bikes, odds are the bloke in front only got through by
the skin of his teeth…
Talking of attitude, I met a couple of stalwart types. First was the guy riding a sidecar
combination in an ordinary flat cap. My mate told me he’d recently seen someone riding one
of those scooters with twin front wheels without a helmet, so I asked the cheesecutter wearer
if the law had changed regarding combinations. “Well as far as I’m concerned it’s got three
wheels, so it’s a three-wheeler.” he smiled, “Nobody’s stopped me yet.” Blue Peter Badge for
that man, I think.
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Andy Brown with his 1902 Clement Garrard.
But top on the roll of honour for me is Andy Brown with his 1902 Clement Garrard.

Shortly after I arrived a convoy of motorhomes and trailers
arrived with a number of bikes and riders who had started their
trip from Germany on the Friday. Amongst the machines being
unloaded was Peter Langel’s 1902 Clement 142cc (pictured) – I
suppose this is what may be described as a “primitive” but I
prefer the term minimalist. Adolphe Clement certainly knew his
stuff when he designed this engine, used by Charles Garrard
and, later, James Norton to install in bicycle frames, as it was
going to have to take Peter to Brighton 113 years after it was
placed in that bicycle frame.

Andy impressed me last year by using a whistle (seen here on a lanyard around his neck) to
encourage people to get the hell out of the way. He pointed out that the law in the Clement’s
day made no provision for horns, advocating a bell, gong or whistle to announce your
approach – maybe they didn’t want to frighten the horses… Andy decided a whistle was the
most suitable. But more than that, Corinthian that he is, it turned out he was slogging the tiny
bike to Brighton while awaiting treatment for a detached retina. Not to be outdone this year
it turns out he’s recovering from a very recent cataract operation; proof that you can’t keep a
good man down. Let’s hope he’s free of problems next year – but I would like to see the bike
fitted with a gong …
A great event and great people; thanks to the Sunbeam Club and all the volunteers for
organising it and special thanks to John Lay for the loan of the bike.
Visit Rick’s online blog at www.rickparkington.co.uk for more of his writing.

2015 Pioneer Run®

Richard Jones

Congratulations and thank you SMCC for providing me with a very enjoyable and entertaining
Sunday morning at this year’s Pioneer Run®. For a change I thought I would come along to
the start at Epsom and at 6am I was walking across the racecourse to the start point – what
a view on a sunny, albeit cold, spring morning. Dave Hodges, who had been up long before
me, was busy setting up the arrangements and when I left several hours later he was taking
it all down again. Given that this was his 71st birthday I think this shows admirable devotion
to the cause.
22
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Geoff Wheeler’s 3hp Quadrant from 1903 was another early
arrival on the field and looked magnificent in the early morning
light. W.J. Lloyd, who started the Quadrant marque in 1900, had,
by the year this machine was manufactured, moved to using his
own design of engine and in the same year Tom Silver set a new
Land’s End to John o’Groats record using this power plant in his
Quadrant solo.

NSU had been in business for only 9 years when Robert Kitchen’s 490cc 1909 model first
saw the light of day. The German manufacturer continued in business until 1965 and was,
at one time, one of the world’s leading motorcycle producers who also had considerable
road racing success.

Stuart Towner’s passenger looks happy as they set off to Brighton on their 1913 Rudge Multi
outfit with its 499cc engine firing although Stuart seems to be looking for something to adjust.

Dereck Light and his 1910 A-C Sociable 640cc tricycle contributed to the Tri Wheelers team
winning the Dutch Horsepower Team Trophy along with Dave Pittuck (1896 Leon Bollée) and
Len Perry (1913 Sunbeam Sidecar) with a combined men and machines age of 581 years.

The Mayor Councillor of Epsom & Ewell, Robert Foote
who is a keen motorcyclist himself, chats to Brian
Kingsley, riding a 1914 3½ Premier, before he sends
another batch of riders off on their way to Madeira Drive.

James Hewing, the director of the National Motorcycle Museum who are, along with
Bonhams, a major supporter of the Pioneer Run®, brought along this 3½hp Brown dating
from 1909. Other Museum entrants were a 3½hp NUT ridden by Ben Walker from Bonhams
and a 1911 New Comet with a 499cc 3½hp Precision engine ridden by Wesley Wall from
the Museum.

Unsurprisingly Triumph is a very popular marque on the Run and here is an example –
George Smith’s 1914 550cc model which wears its age with pride.

Selfishly I can’t resist an American V-twin so here we see Tony Verbeeten riding his
immaculate 1914 Indian 991cc machine. It was so good I had to turn it into a painting – no
wonder they call me the Rembrandt of Photoshop! (See below)

Richard Martin had brought his 499cc Premier from St Albans to take part and he set off at
a great pace for Brighton, showing quite a turn of speed for a machine that’s 112 years old.

Let’s finish with my favourite photo of the day - 92 year old Len Perry and his 1913 3½hp
Sunbeam who won the Lt. Col. “Tiny” Ayers Memorial Trophy for the rider with the Greatest
Combined Age of Rider and Machine. Adding his age to the age of his 1913 3½hp Sunbeam
sidecar we get a grand total of 194 years which to me characterises the spirit of the Pioneer
Run® - man and machine in harmony, whatever their ages.

Pioneer Gentlemen

Photos by Stuart Norris, Outdoor Imaging

Keep it up SMCC; I’m already looking forward to next year.
More photos at www.flickr.com/photos/cerrig_photography/sets/

Ronald Florens of Belgium
aboard a 1913 Triumph

Club member Nick Pearce
aboard his Douglas

Alan Johnson on a 1910 Royal Enfield

Pioneer Women

Jane Anderson on her
1909 Lloyd-Thomas

Photos by Stuart Norris, Outdoor Imaging

Rosie Matcham looking very confident aboard the 1904 Phoenix Forecar.

Jacqui Searby aboard
a 1913 Lea Francis.

A cheery wave from Jacqueline Bickerstaff, winner of The Ladies Award, aboard
her Trusty 1909 Triumph.

Copies of photos are available from stuart.norris@outdoorimaging.co.uk

Bikes I have Owned: Chapter Two

Bill Pile

Further to Chapter one of my account, I must recount how the Sunbeam Lion shaped our
lives.
One of the girls who allowed herself to be enticed onto the pillion was Beryl Hart, then
an operator at the Telephone Exchange where I was a junior engineer. There were other
contenders, but Beryl was favourite because she brought a half-gallon petrol coupon with her,
which was enough for a trip to the grasstrack meeting at Woolgars Farm in East Horsley, now I
think the home of Hook Woods trials centre. Ken Blay, a motorcycle dealer from Twickenham,
won all the gold at this meeting on 250, 350 and 500cc OK JAPs.
However, on the way home, only 50 yards from her house, I managed to clip the kerb at the
roundabout at about 10mph and off we came. The Lion’s exhaust and silencer were on the
left and ended up pinning Beryl’s leg before I could lift it off her. It burned right through to her
calf and caused her a lot of grief. Without any chivalry, I let her limp home while I kicked the
bike straight and rode away.

The Laurie Fenton Memorial
Trophy Winner - Sam Bewley
on a 1914 Wall Autowheel

Geoff Morris on his 1913 Sunbeam

Beryl didn’t come into work at the start of the following week so, come Wednesday, I thought
I ought to find out how she was. After work, I went round on the bike, knocked on the door and
there followed my first encounter with my future Father-in-Law. As I did not actually identify
myself as the perpetrator of her injury, her father said I could go in to see her as she was
recuperating in bed. Since my knowledge of girls’ bedrooms was negligible, if not zero, I just
knocked and stuck my head round her door and was reassured she was making progress.
Then I retreated to bid cheerio to her father. Just as I was leaving, he mentioned he’d had a
bike as a young man and would get his photos to show me.
The photograph showed one of the first CS1 Nortons from 1927 on which he had
subsequently paid to lap around Brooklands. There is a photo of this bike taken on 1931, fitted
with a torpedo chair to accommodate a young Beryl on her Mother’s lap, in The Sunbeam
Club meeting room at The Six Bells pub in Chiddingly.
Club members Barry Care MBE aboard a 1913
Triumph and Phillip Castle on a 1914 Triumph.

Returning to bike number two, in mid-1948 I was notified that National Service was imminent
and being a bit disenchanted with the Sunbeam and my contemporaries getting other

Photos from Stuart Norris For Copies contact stuart.norris@outdoorimaging.co.uk
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bikes with foot-change, albeit mostly pre-War, I consulted the “green-un” and the “blue-un”.
I had an offer for the Sunbeam from an acquaintance who was called up for the REME
at Arborfield, near Reading, whose girlfriend lived in Southampton. He had an Excelsior
Norseman 250 (I have never seen another one to-date) that he didn’t think would be up to
the regular trips. Off I went to Ewell with the folding notes but unfortunately the vendor, who
owned the chemist’s shop, wouldn’t budge on the price. He did let me have a go on it and all
seemed OK. He also threw in a one-gallon petrol coupon to ride it home. On the way I called
in on Beryl, who didn’t appear to be put off pillion riding by the previous mishap, and was
willing to give it a try.
I couldn’t take the bike to square bashing at Padgate or the Radio School at Yatesbury but
I did have it for a time down at the Radar Station at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight.
The odd trips back home, which were limited as petrol was still rationed, filled in the time
until demob in April 1950.
To be continued.

Rose of The Shires
Sunday 7th June 2015
We invite you once again to join us
for this gentle summer run through
rural Northamptonshire countryside.
A welcome tea-stop and a good BBQ
lunch. Meet old friends and examine
some 60 pre-1931 machines.
For entry forms (phone or write only)
Contact Ian Young, 40 Salter Street,
Berkeley, GLOS GL13 9DB 01435
810929

The Motorcycles I Have Owned - Part Four

Peter Donaldson

Now living on my own, the kids having
flown the nest, I turned more time back
to my motorcycling hobby though from
the Trials angle. I had lost my old edge
and was no longer competitive but just
rode purely for enjoyment.
Bike 21 (see picture left) In the late
1990s, my friend who had loaned me
many Pre-65 Trials machines decided
to slim his collection and I bought
his 1957 350cc Matchless Trials
machine which was well used but in
nice condition. It had been first owned
by Tom Arter Motorcycles of Barham
in Kent who were Matchless agents
and used to work in conjunction with
the factory to try out bits for future
production. It was ridden by locally
supported ace Mick O’Brien who took
it over when the factory withdrew from
Trials and my friend bought it from
him in the early sixties. It came with
a load of special bits and I must have
ridden it in events over 70 times before it became mine, so it was a respected old friend. I
rode it in Pre-65 events for more than a decade before it needed serious money spent on it
mechanically. Also the nature of Trials had changed a great deal and it was far too heavy and
low. It had been a brilliant machine and rarely had problems with it. It now belongs to another
Club member who has spent a lot of time bringing it back to looking its former glory.
Bike 22 In 1998 the two stripped Speed Twins went to the Pile family household and the 1947
Triumph became an oily rag rebuild. The 1939 machine was lavishly rebuilt to show room
condition. Both machines were very kindly loaned to me on several occasions for Club Runs
and the 1939 one for the New Conyboro Run for Pre-40 machinery, and won the best Post
Vintage Class on it. The 1939 Speed Twin which my father had bought on my behalf in 1958
for £20 in boxes and put back together with new piston rings and gaskets was sold about 50
years later after much money and TLC for a figure comfortably in the five figures by its owner.
The exchange of the two Triumphs was for a 1929 Model A 550cc SV Ariel in nice condition.
My first Vintage machine and in several ways well up with its times having a saddle tank, a full
circulating oil system, grease gear box and electric lights It had plenty of low down power but
top end performance on the original carburetion was disappointing. I did the two day Testers
Run on it twice, the three day Shropshire Run and the three day Warwickshire Run plus all
our one day Runs at least once but sold it in 2005. I wanted more speed than 45 to 50mph
and better acceleration. It was built as a sidecar puller and felt it.
Bike 23 In 1999 I bought my first mono shock machine, a 250cc Beta that had seen six years
hard use but was still in reasonable condition. A fluid cooled engine with a radiator and fan,
a Trials bike, you must be joking. But that was what is was, and as the Greeves had been a
quantum leap forward in the fifties, then the Bultaco another massive leap forward in



36

Sunbeam Club News

April - May 2015

37

the sixties and now this type of machine was the next leap forward. Though there have been
modifications and improvements in the engineering, most modern Trials machines are still of
this basic design. The suspension was softer than the best of the twin shocks and the engine
more subtle with faster response, better power band, better traction but all without a seat plus
a stupid little two to three litre fuel tank. Though some folks do ride them on the road in some
events, this is a pure off-road machine and I personally have grave reservations about taking
this design of machine on the road. Fun to ride and capable but I have never got the best out
of this design, it is so capable .This was used for pure Trials leaving the Bultaco for anything
cross country that also included road work.
Bike 24 A 1967 Triumph 350cc Tiger 90 was offered to me in 2002 with 28,000 miles on the
clock from new, in lovely condition and always been owned by people in the Bexleyheath
Motor Cycle Club, of which I am an associate member. I bought it with a certain purpose in
mind which was to ride right round the coastline of England, Wales and Scotland. It took me
six years to get to do that and I incorporated visiting the furthest points South, West, North and
East. To visit the highest point in each of the three countries, go over the highest passes in the
three countries and the longest pass in Britain. I kept off motorways and most of the mileage
was on single lane roads. I visited several relations and friends on route, and didn’t ride on
three days. I was away from home 19 days and was on the road 16 days of that. We covered
just short of 4000 miles. I had 7 of the 18 nights booked ahead and had to find accommodation
on the other 11. Those I stayed in an assortment of hotels, guest houses, B&B and one night
in a Country Club. No one else wanted to ride along with me so went on my own, set myself
260ish miles a day as a yard stick and only had one day of rain. In retrospect though the bike
was not the best for the task. It was a sports model that got maximum power high up the rev.
range and gave me some heart stopping moments when I felt it wasn’t going to achieve some
of the steepest long climbs even down in first. Should have lowered gearing or better had the
cooking model Triumph 21 or a single which could slog. But engine wise despite feeling each
stroke on the twin on steep climbs it did not let me down and took me and all my kit at 50 to
60mph on the level and never missed a stroke. I still own this machine.
Bike 25 Early 2004 I sold the Beta and bought from our then Trials Secretary and still a Club
member, Alan Stone, a 1996 250cc Trials Gas Gas. Alan had had this ‘bike completely rebuilt
and then was unable to ride it for medical reasons. It was of course in first rate condition and
though I have never been able to do it justice, it has seen me through the entire total off-road
Trials I have ridden since. With my own current medical problem it is now on loan to a series
of Trials Riding Introduction Courses run fortnightly by our associate Club, Bexleyheath and
District Motorcycling Club. I feel this is a way of putting something back into the Sport I have
so loved all my adult life. So far 17 riders have trained on these courses and gone forward and
bought gear and machines and become Trials Riders. Want to know how good those courses
are, then speak to Andrew Leslie, the Sunbeam Club Treasurer, who has just attended a
number of sessions and along with the two 125cc machines owned by that Club has also
ridden the 250cc Gas Gas on a number of occasions.
Bike 26 (see picture right) Also in 2004 I sold the trusty Bultaco and bought a 1993 Yamaha
Serrow 223 cc Trail ‘bike for Trail riding and long distance Trials. A brilliant machine, with
overhead cam, high compression, six gears. 12-volt lighting system, indicators and mono
shock. It belonged to a long term motorcycling friend and I had ridden alongside it on many
occasions and had a couple of try outs over a number of years. At speed cross country, even
in mud, it steered beautifully. His reason for selling it to me was that it has a high ground
clearance and higher kick start and he found it difficult in his mid-70s to get a decent swing
without something to stand on, and that you can’t guarantee when cross country. I rode it
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extensively on Trails and Long Distance
Trials and it was brilliant. Had two very
memorable long weekends in Northern
France Trail riding and had it run out of
power, the one and only time, trying to
climb a steep high old coal slag-heap.
Bike 27 In 2005 the Ariel went along
with the Matchless road ‘bike to help
pay for the most expensive motorcycle I
have owned, a 1927 Sunbeam model 6
in near show room condition. Ten years
on and even in used condition it appears
to have increased in value by at least a
third. This is Sunbeam’s side valve sports
machine with the long stroke motor
which was the design which won the TT
in 1922, the last side valve machine to
do so. It has the sort of performance I
am happy with for a vintage machine,
will allegedly top 70mph though I have
never asked more than 60 from it. It is
a flat tank design, has gas lights, threespeed crash box, total loss lubrication to both gearbox and engine, very good drum brakes,
comfortable for a rigid girder fork machine. I rode it in 2007 in the Sunbeam Clubs Run from
John o’Groats to Land’s End, an event brilliantly organised by Jane and Ian Akers. Six days
riding following as near as possible the 1904 route and keeping off motorways. Eight of us
rode in pairs, and I rode along with Baz Staple and Jenny drove back up for us. We all made it
to the end on the machines we started on though I for one was on Jane’s spare vintage 350cc
AJS for a few miles when the exhaust valve got stuck open with a bit of carbon mid-afternoon.
The problem was cleared before dinner that evening. We were aimed at about 160 miles a
day, all on 1920s machines and it was a great adventure. The Sunbeam has been ridden in
all the events run by Sunbeam except the Yorkshire Run and the multi-day events a number
of times. I have had two serious problems with the machine in that decade, having a broken
tappet and after much searching not being able to match the size required had to get one
made in special metal, thanks to assistance from Verralls. The other was caused by leaving
petrol with ethanol content in the tank over winter. Still have it.
Bike 28 The very problem hit by the previous owner of difficulty kicking the high kick start
over on the 9 to 1 compression engine on the Yamaha hit me and in two long-distance Trials
several months apart, I had to be rescued by a passing competitor to restart my machine.
Would you believe it was the same person both times? This meant the bike had to go. So in
October 2011 I bought the first electric start machine I have ever owned. Has no kick-start,
starts just on a button. I expressed my horror at no back up kick start to the vender; he looked
at my Ford Focus and asked how many times had I used the starting handle on it in the last
year?! The bike is a Honda CRF230F Honda, three years old and little used. The owner had
had it from new thinking he would like to do Trail riding and found it was not for him, he even
had the rear frame reduced in height as like me he has short legs. This has been done with
no reduction in the handling capabilities but was sold at a discount because of it. But it suited
me. It handles almost as well as the Yamaha and the engine, similar in design to the Yam
and of the same cc, benefits with the 15 years of further development. It is still higher 
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than the Yamaha and is a beauty to ride, or was until a year ago when the onset of my leg
problem hit me and meant difficulty on swinging my leg up over it. In the two years I had it
active it was spot on, just one puncture. I’ve never had to charge the battery and the starter
works perfectly each time. When stood up for six months it started on the button, no problem!
I still have this machine.
Well that is it. I doubt that I will buy another machine and it is questionable if I will be able
to ride again on the road with my medical problems. Which machine was the best? A very
difficult question. I have had a lot of two-strokes and they have served me well, but deep down
I prefer the feel and sound of a four-stroke. If I think hard, the best three for service and fun
will be the 1957 350cc Matchless Trials machine, the 1927 500cc Sunbeam 6 and the 1993
223cc Yamaha Trail machine and for pure adventure, handling and fun the Yamaha comes
out on top.

VERRALLS

NEED A FERRY CROSSING TO EUROPE
Contact Julie at Sport Travel Solutions
We guarantee an Excellent Service and Competitive Fares
with all of the Ferry Operators Including P&O Ferries
Telephone: 01670 712055
Email: juliewarnes@aol.com
Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net
SPECIAL FARES FOR

(Handcross) Ltd.

SUNBEAM MEMBERS

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC
and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED

We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny
farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

We always have on display a range of machines at our
showrooms below:
The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Telephone: 01444 400 678

Fax: 01444 401 111

Website: www.verralls.com
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Members Advertisements

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members, and can repeat
free for several issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your requirements.
Please include your membership number with your advertisement and note that free
advertising does not included business advertising.
Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
WANTED
500cc Precision engine, c.1913 wanted, also Saxon girder forks, to suit 26” wheel.
Nick Smith 07733 407599 / 01474 852960 (eves), or
nick.smithgjrn@btinternet.com (Kent) (04/15)
Cylinder barrel for Mk10A, 247cc Villiers engine of 67mm bore and 70mm stroke. (Has four
threaded holes for four bolt head fixing).
John Hodson 01322 524567 or johnh587@googlemail.com (Kent) (04/15)
Wanted urgently, a pre-1934 BSA vee-twin three-wheeler. Top price paid for a good ‘on the
road’ example ‘cos I’m too old to take on work!
Ian Young 01453 810929 (Glos) (02/15)
Dimensions, drawing or a luggage grid to copy for a 1927 Sunbeam model 5.
Richard 01727 859796 (Herts) (02/15)
Pre-war Norton complete or project, payment upon collection.
Please call Mick Adams 01892 527128 (Kent) (02/15)
Wanted: 15% float bowl or remote float chamber for Amal TT 10 type carburettor, complete
items please and any other fitments for this type of carburettor.
Richard Mummery sheila.mummery@sky.com 01227 751751 (Kent) (02/15)
Deerstalker helmet, size M (58)
Rein Heerkens 0031654971485 akd.v-twin@hotmail.com (The Netherlands) (02/15)

Early Rover bare cranckcase number 814, plus set of flywheels £500.
Baz Staple 01892 535671 (Kent) jennybaz.staple@gmail.com (12/14)
White & Poppe. 1905 427cc. A very original, unrestored veteran with good history back to
1907. Quite quick for a veteran and very reliable. Usually in the first six to arrive at Brighton.
Single speed, no clutch. Took part in the second Pioneer Run. Two owners in the last 64
years. Original number plate. Comes with most of spare engine and adjustable pulley etc.
£25,000. Better than money in the bank. Trying to reduce collection but could P/X Thruxton
Velocette or Vincent twin. Cash either way.
Alex Taylor 01235 553574 (Oxfordshire) alex.taylor574@btinternet.com 10/14

For Sale: Mabon Clutch
Remanufactured Mabon Clutches to suit 1914 Triumph Motorcycles
Brand new and professionally made by highly skilled engineer from a well tried
and tested design, plus some improvements on the original. Totally rust free
stainless steel construction throughout, with stainless multi-plates, modern
sealed bearings, brass and aluminium thrust washer to avoid damage to
adjustment screws. Key way taper to suit 1914 Triumph, can be machined to
suit other machines. As fitted to my 1914 Triumph 550cc, 4½hp and successfully
completed the recent Pioneer Run® to Brighton. Price £1590 each, no VAT.
For more details please contact Andrew MacLean
andrewmmaclean@gmail.com 01342 715088 West Sussex.

Off The Saddle

Cast iron piston, single ring, 85mm. Very low gudgeon pin position.
For a 750cc Rudge Multi.
Mr Eastwick, 01903 241959 (West Sussex) (12/14)
FOR SALE
Velocette two-stroke 220cc part-engine with polished and nickel-plated flywheel, oil pump,
inlet manifold and magneto drive. Also two other part-engines, front stand and unused GTP
piston in original box. Photos available, sensible offers please.
West Sussex 01798 865108 janegog@hotmail.co.uk (04/15)
New Hudson Model 3B 1912 500 cc. 3½ HP, three-speed hub gear and acetylene lights.
Near concours condition and in excellent mechanical order with pioneer certificate. It has
proved to be very reliable on several Pioneer runs as well as events in Holland, Belgium
and Germany. Photos available, £14,000 firm
01943 879575, West Yorks margaretandpaul31@hotmail.com (04/15)
1913 Humber 500cc motor cycle. Three-speed hub gears, Pioneer Certificate, good order
throughout £15,000.
Richard Mummery 01227 751751 sheila.mummery@sky.com (Kent) (02/15)
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1913 Premier 500cc. 2-speed gearbox with clutch, runs well. Includes lighting set and
period speedo. Successfully completed many events, including The Pioneer Run, Banbury
and Ould Klepper. £18,400.
R Hudson 01934 844546 (Somerset) email: raymondleohudson@hotmail.co.uk (12/14)

Sunbeam Club News

Peter Donaldson

Elsewhere in this News you will find the obituaries to two of our Club members, both very
active men who both died in February, Tony Held and Mike Holloway. We will miss them at
our events.
We held our AGM on 7th March and though there were a few less attendees than normal
the various reports were all heartening. We have a replacement to our long standing and
popular Club Secretary Ian McGill in Arnold Marshall. We welcome him to the post. I gave
notice that I won’t be standing as Membership Secretary at the next AGM. Replacing officials
has hopefully been eased with the expected period of three years, when the official may
stand down unless they opt to take another three year spell. The reports at the AGM were all
buoyant and our membership is well over the 500 mark for the first time since I first held the
membership secretary post 36 years ago, when it was under 200. In fact our membership
drive over the last year has really paid spectacular results, well done the team. If one looks
at new members joined in the period of six months to this time last year we received 26 new
members, whereas the equivalent period to now is 80 new members.
The results of the Talmag Trophy Trial on 25th of January are to hand. This Trial, run at
Hungry Hill, near Aldershot, is only for Pre-65 Four-stroke machinery. As usual we had a
number of members riding. Weather was good for Trials and the course was back to 
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the traditional easy standard where trick riding was unnecessary. The many spectators could
enjoy the sound and sight of traditional machinery having a good blast. Ian Watkins rode his
350cc Matchless in the over 300cc rigid rear class loosing 8 marks and placed third in class.
Rob Fleet was out again on Mike Holloway’s springer 410cc Matchless in the over 300cc
class on the difficult route, he cleaned the first of the two laps and then sadly lost eight on
the second lap putting him somewhat down the finishing order. However, that was only his
second ever ride on a big British single, well done Rob. On the easier route, Paul Casling,
who has only had two outings before, that’s last year’s Talmag and the one before, on a big
British single was riding Brian Humphries 350cc Matchless and managed a very creditable
clean sheet, but was squeezed into second place with a slower special test time than the class
winner. Peter Lockwood was a non-starter in that class. Dave Blanchard on his girder Ariel
500cc lost 12 marks and lost out on the third position in Class on special test and George
Smith on his 350cc Royal Enfield was next behind him. The over 65-year rider Class, which is
a new class since I last rode this Trial, was won by a good friend of our Club, Roy Enticknap,
on no marks lost. Sadly our Bernard Rodemark was a non-starter in this Class. The event
was given the thumbs up by our lads. The fact that the Trial was run under an AMCA permit
and insurance instead of the ACU, necessitating many of the riders to pay to join the ranks of
AMCA for the day, caused some resentment among many of those taking part. The situation
has come about by the ACU insisting on an excessive insurance for repatriation of foreign
riders should they hit problems, and this is an International event. The matter has been taken
up widely with the ACU and all indications are that they will vastly reduce that extra insurance
and the Talmag Trial should be back as an ACU Event next January.
There is a report elsewhere in this News on our Star Group Gordon Jackson Trial on 8th
February.
There will be no Star Group Trial on the second Sunday in April.
I was at the AGM of the ACU South Eastern Centre and the first Centre Management Meeting
of the year on Wednesday 11th March as the Club’s representative. The finances and general
activities within the Centre are fine. In fact there are more Sporting events run annually down
here in the South Eastern Centre, comprising Kent, Sussex and Surrey, than in the whole of
Wales. There is talk of the ACU changing the area of the Centres to fall into line with those
used by the National Sports Council. That is a watch this space situation. It was noted that
though the number of permits issued per year were year on year fairly static at around 230,
that there was an increase in practice events and a drop in full blooded sporting competitions.
Most of the permits for Social Gatherings are being issued to the Sunbeam Motorcycle Club
for all our Veteran and Vintage events. The main topic of the evening concerned changing
the way in which the Centre is administrated by considerably reducing the workload of the
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, who will lose their honorariums which will be added to
that of the current Permit Secretary honorarium. The Permit Secretary will then take on the
main workload of the others and get about £8000 a year. Steve Westley is already the Permit
Secretary. He is a hard and capable worker, well known and popular in the Centre plus is an
active run of the mill Trials rider. He is late 40ish and the job suits his personal position. It
seems a good idea and will reduce the other three to positions of pure control of Centre and
make them an easier option to recruit replacements when the incumbents wish to step down.
I think it a good idea and it was voted through almost unanimously.
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The Gordon Jackson Trial

Peter Donaldson

On Sunday 8th February we held The Gordon Jackson Trial at the traditional location on
MOD ground at Bagshot Heath North as our contribution to the Star Group Championship.
Everything was bubbling along very satisfactorily with Paul Casling as Clerk of Course who
had designed the Course with his faithful team. Neil Sinclair had the usual written contract
with Landmarc, the Government agency; the tiresome Risk Assessment had been completed
and accepted. ACU Permit received, event advertised and entries were pouring in. What
possibly could go wrong? We had a first class organising team and though there is a clause
stating that MOD could withdraw permission, which has happened occasionally at a few other
locations, Bagshot Heath North that for decades had never happened as military do not, even
at short notice, use that bit of land. It is also about the only piece of ground I know in the South
East Centre that can be used whatever the weather due to its excellent hard core large fairly
central parking facility used as pits, the layout of the land and the sandy heath type soil. In fact
we have run this event there in previous years in snow, ice and torrential rain!
Well it did go wrong! For the last three years Landmarc had allowed the Enduro mob of
motorcyclists to use it a couple of times a year, it is normally used very regularly by just the
Trials fraternity. Trials is not a racing pastime but a test of skill tackled singularly in defined
perimeters by machines with small studded tyres running at low pressure and quiet exhausts.
Enduro machinery is very much tuned for power and speed with more rackety exhausts
traversing a circuit against the clock, with the whole field going it against one another and
running on tyres with higher pressure, large studs and far greater gaps between the studs.
I remember that when this sport first took off it used Trials tyres and when it was proposed
that the current spec. of tyre was introduced, Club Member Dennis Fleet predicted to me
that it would cause problems, and it can! The Forestry Commission have widely banned
those events on their ground and Landmarc have rowed about it at certain locations and
fined some Enduro Events the cost of returning ground to something approaching original
condition for drainage etc. I rode at Bagshot North two years ago in The CSMA Red Tape
Trial the week after an Enduro Boxing Day Event. The ground was ripped to pieces where
their course had been and at one point where it had previously been a normal flat footpath
crossing another between sections, I had to stand up on the pegs, aim it dead straight across
their course blipping the throttle from one long deep set of wheel tracks to another, it looked
like a battlefield. The locals had apparently been very unhappy as spectators who couldn’t use
the pit area parked on local roads blocking people’s drives and parking on road side lawns
chewing them up. Well there had been another massive set of complaints from local residents
about parking and excessive noise. One of the Landmarc hierarchy took a look at the area
the previous weekend and immediately banned the use of Bagshot Heath for motorcycles;
a motorcycle being a motorcycle and motorcycles had caused this terrible situation. (That
situation has I believe now been resolved and Trials will be allowed again but that didn’t help
The Gordon Jackson Trial).
Neil had, with just one week to go to, find somewhere else to run the Trial, change all
paperwork, let all entrants and observers know, and liaison with Paul, the Clerk of Course.
Neil normally works at some extremity of the UK for a few days a week and obviously staying
there. But he did it, and that was one hell of a task. Neil spoke with Jim Connor of the Hook
Wood Trials Club who was running a Thames Valley Trials Combine Event on his ground.
They arranged to piggyback our event on theirs, something that hasn’t to my knowledge
been done for several decades. Paul went along to Hook Woods and he and Jim increased
the number of sections up to 20 and turned the event into a two-lapper. All riders rode all 20
sections twice and the score cards had to be segregated for the two Combines, as both 
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were championship events. With our observers and theirs all sections were covered and it all
worked a treat. We are very grateful to Jim Connor for making it all possible and of course
Neil gets a “House Point!” for sorting it all out whilst earning his living as well. The Trial was
great and with mark losses winners Experts 19, Intermediates 1, Non Experts 8, over-50 year
olds 3, Pre 67s 4, Sportsman 1 and no one on silly figures, that proves how good and fair it all
was. Well done organisers, riders and observers. Thanks also to all the riders and observers
who appreciated what had happened and what was done and entered into the spirit of the
day. The weather was cold but dry with the sun showing its face in the afternoon.

53rd Graham Walker Memorial Run
Sunday 9th August 2015
The National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire
By kind permission of Lord Montagu of Beaulieu
Assemble from 9.45am. Road Safety Run starts at 1.15 pm.
Entry form will be posted or emailed. Super day out for Riders and the family.
Contact Ian McGill: phone 01293 771446 or email acsociable1@sky.com

CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR 2015
Visit our website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk to download Entry Forms.
11th to 15th May

Shropshire Mid-week

Church Stretton,
Closed to
Shropshire
Club Pre’40
18th May
8:00 Club Night
West Kingsdown,
All
Contact: George Smith (01474 852960) t110george47@gmail.com
Kent, TN15 6BZ
welcome
24th May
Conyboro Run
Chiddingly,
Pre ’40
Contact: Charlie Smith (07802 468109)
East Sussex
Girder Forks
6th June
The Three Tuns Meet
Finchingfield,
All welcome
Contact: Rob Woodford (07847 098597) robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk Essex, CM7 4NR
7th June
Rose of the Shires
Stoke Bruerne,
Pre 1931
Contact: Ian Young (01453 810929)
Northants
21st June
SMCC Club Stand at The Banbury Run
Gaydon, Warwickshire,
Contact: John Buckingham (01903 536244) john.b60@ntlworld.com
CV35 0BJ
27th June – 4th July 32nd Welsh Week
Aberystwyth
Closed to
Contact: Colin Bentham (01761 241516) colinandpip@waitrose.com
Club Pre ’40
4th July
The Three Tuns Meet
Finchingfield,
All welcome
Contact: Rob Woodford (07847 098597) robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk Essex, CM7 4NR
12th July
29th Garden of England Run
Headcorn, Kent
Pre 1940
Contact: Bob Nix (01664 454396) bnixmail@gmail.com

Contact: Tony Lloyd (01737 555413) aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com

19th July

SMCC Club Stand at Founders Day

1st / 2nd August

SMCC Club Stand at West Kent International

8th August

The Three Tuns Meet

Contact: Baz Staple (01892 535671) jennybaz.staple@gmail.com

Contact: John Buckingham (01903 536244) john.b60@ntlworld.com

Stamford Hall,
LE17 6DH
Aylesford,
ME20 7BX
All welcome

9th August

Finchingfield,
Essex, CM7 4NR
53rd Graham Walker Memorial Run Beaulieu, Hants

15th / 16th August

SMCC Club Stand at Ramsgate Sprint

22nd / 23rd August

SMCC Club Stand at RAFA Shoreham Air-show

29th August

Gingerbeards Trial

Horsmonden, Kent

Open

30th August

Greybeards Trial

Horsmonden, Kent

Open

13th September

8th Constable Run

Suffolk

Pre 1940

19th September

7th Sunbeam Sept Challenge

North Yorks

Pre 1931

Contact: Rob Woodford (07847 098597) robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: Ian McGill (01293 77144) acsociable1@sky.com

Contact: Julie Diplock (01797 344277) sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: John Buckingham (01903 536244) john.b60@ntlworld.com

Contact: Peter Donaldson (01322 332087) peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: Peter Donaldson (01322 332087) peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: Marian Johnson (01255-554828)
Contact: Alec Thompson (01751 431478)

19th / 20th September SMCC Club Stand at Kop Hill Climb
Contact: John Buckingham (01903 536244) john.b60@ntlworld.com

27th September

Pre 1940

Ramsgate,
Kent, CT11 0HE
BN43 5FF

HP27 0LB

2nd Romney Marsh Run

St Mary in the Marsh, Pre 1931
Flat-tank
25th October
SMCC Club Stand at South of England Real Classic Ardingly
Contact: John Buckingham 01903 536244 john.b60@ntlworld.com
West Sussex RH17 6TL
Contact: Julie Diplock (01797 344277) sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk Kent
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Sunbeam Club News

April - May 2015
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First Club Meet at The Three Tuns, Finchingfield, Essex
Photo by Rob Woodford

1925 BSA L25 OHV and 1931 Triumph 550cc CSD

Pioneer Run® John Earnshaw on a 1907 P&M with young passenger.
Photo by Stuart Norris, Outdoor Imaging

