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Martin Staple's 1912 Rudge Multi pictured at The Conyboro Run.
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A club welcoming members with any make of machine and catering for

Veteran (pre-1915), Vintage (1915-1930), Post Vintage (1931-1939)
and Sporting Trials (pre-1965 and Modern bikes)
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Hello everyone,
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A small correction regarding Tony Lloyd’s Garden of England
feature, the Post-Vintage class is of course for pre-1940 machines.
Apologies, this was missed in the proof-reading.
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Tel: 01424 772598

Great to see that George Smith is organising a new Club night
for members at West Kingsdown, near Brands Hatch. The first takes
place on Monday 4th August, see George’s letter for full details. It’s in
my diary, so hope to see some of you there.
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The results of the Southern Experts Trial referendum are also included in this issue,
disappointingly no-one has come forward to take on the organisation so the event will be
handed to another club.
All the best, Julie.

52nd Graham Walker Memorial Run

Ian McGill

Once again we are inviting entries for this long running event that starts and finishes at the
National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire, on Sunday 10th August 2014.
We are indebted to Lord Montagu for allowing us to use this superb location for one of the
Clubs longest running veteran and vintage events.
The event is open to any person entering a motorcycle, tricycle or sidecar outfit manufactured
prior to 1st January 1940.
Assembly is from 10.00am with a road safety run of 40 miles or 22 miles for veterans and
low powered machines around the New Forest that starts at 1.15pm. The route is signed and
marshalled, with a route sheet supplied.
There are awards for all classes, with a presentation at 4.00pm usually by Lord Montagu
and Murray Walker.
Entry passes give access to the Museum, Palace House and the grounds, additional
passes may be purchased in advance from the secretary of the meeting, which is well below
half of the normal entry prices.
Entry forms and regulations may be down loaded from the Club website, and should be sent
to the Secretary of the Meeting by Thursday 15th July 2014.

sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk

Vice Presidents
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, P Donaldson, I D McGill, B M Staple
Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd

Registered in England No. 3011502

Registered Office: ETM Consulting Limited, The Old Stables, Hendal Farm, Groombridge, East Sussex, TN3 9NU
Web: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Copy date 10th of the month preceding publication
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Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo that you
would like to share with the Club?

Send your comments to :



The Editor

(details inside front cover)

New Club Night : West Kingsdown
Dear Julie,
Having been retired for a couple of years now, and finding life settling down a bit, I find I've
got time to put a bit back into a Club which has given me a lot of enjoyment over the years.
It struck me that there might be a market for a Club Night which was more accessible to
members from the greater London area, and my village now has a brand new hall in which
to hold it.
Please come along on 4 August at 8:00 p.m. to West Kingsdown Village Hall, London Road,
West Kingsdown (postcode TN15 6BZ, grid reference O/S188 574 629), have a tea or coffee
(provided), and we can talk about what we can develop for future dates. If you have any
suggestions to get the ball rolling right away, please call me on 01474 852960 to discuss.

Spratton Local History Society
Dear Editor,
I am writing to you on behalf of Spratton Local History Society to ask if any of your members
possess veteran motorcycles from 1914-1915 era who would be prepared to come to
Spratton, Northamptonshire on 25th and 26th April 2015 (next year).
We are holding a large event in the grounds of Spratton Hall School on these dates to
commemorate all the young men of Spratton who served in the Great War and in particular
Lt William Rhodes-Moorhouse VC of this village who joined the Royal Flying Corps in 1914
and was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1915. The date we have chosen for the event is the
centenary of Rhodes-Moorhouse’s daring flight.
The Great War Society will be coming with their WW1 vehicles and the Western Front
Association will also be attending. It has been suggested to us that a popular addition would
be some motor cycles from the period. William Rhodes-Moorhouse was a keen motor cyclist
and I enclose a photo of him which we think was taken in 1908.
Best wishes, Enid Jarvis.
01604 821260 jarvis.enid@btinternet.com
Chair, Spratton Local History Society.

Regards to all, George Smith (member M309).
The Wooler Story
Dear Julie,
At the risk of extending the Wooler story unnecessarily, I write having just found some more
documents.
Firstly, I have the 46th (1983) Pioneer Run official souvenir programme and it shows that
Laurie Fenton, my late father-in-law, rode the 1911 Wooler registered number H 948.
Secondly, I have what appears to be a print of a photo showing the 1911 engine cut away
with text identifying working parts and a drawing showing the operation of the engine in three
stages.
Thirdly, I have letters from Percy F Swan and Son, Certified Accountants dated January and
February 1961 headed "Wooler and Partners Ltd (in liquidation)” including one letter enclosing
a long list headed "Wooler and Partners Stock of Motorcycle parts at Tangmere Works" and
"Jigs and Fixtures, Tools and Gauges at Tangmere Works". The letter records that the items
listed were sold to "C. Doe, Bognor Bridge, Chichester" through the introduction of Mr Poole
at Tangmere. Mr Swan was acting as receiver for the debenture holders.
The list also includes "1 motor cycle complete regd no. 217 BMV". Laurie Fenton purchased
this bike from the company on 3 February 1961. The bike went, after Laurie's death, to the
Sammy Miller Museum.
Fourthly and finally, I have the log book issued originally by Middlesex County Council on 6
March 1950. It records Laurie Fenton as the first owner but is also stated to be a continuation
book. The date of original registration was shown as 6 March 1950 which is odd bearing in
mind the short, early, registration number.
I hope that these details may help anyone assembling the Wooler jigsaw into a complete
picture.
With kind regards, Roy Pembroke.
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Editor’s Note: Can anyone identify his rather splendid V-twin?

7th Constable Run - 14th September

Martin Staple & Marian Johnson

This event will be open to all, members and non members, and now for machines of any
make pre-1940.
The start and finish point will be the same as the previous three years; the Corn Craft Tea
Rooms, Monks Eliegh, Suffolk IP7 7AY with riders leaving at 11am. The course will be 
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similar to last year’s, approximately 54 miles, giving entrants once again the opportunity to
experience riding in beautiful Constable countryside.
Those people not riding will have a base with interesting choices of browsing the various
small outlets on site, plus refreshments and toilets.
This year, the Corn Craft Tea Rooms will offer full English breakfast or snacks from 10 am
(breakfast will be freshly cooked so please be patient and get there early) and pre-ordered
lunches will include Sunday Roast Beef, ploughmans or sandwiches.
We look forward to your support. Please inform others who may be interested in this event.
Regs and entry forms will be available shortly and will be sent to past entrants, as well as
being on the club website: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
Entry fee is: £10 for SMCC members, £13 for non members, plus £1 per passenger.
Secretary of the Meeting, Marian Johnson, 12 Holyrood, Harwich, CO12 4UH. 01255 554828
after 6pm or email marj_35@btinternet.com.

imagine. No super modern off road bikes for him, as a humble James was usually his regular
and preferred mode of transport. How many riders can you think of who would tackle the
Arbuthnot Long Distance Trial on a 98cc two speed James? Even more adventures were
experienced on the same machine in the Swiss Alpine Rally!
He became involved with the British Two Stroke Owners Club in the eighties and once
again his enthusiasm and energetic efforts were to every member’s advantage right up to the
present day. His famous ‘Lost in Tours’ in Europe and the UK have given many riders and
passengers wonderful motorcycling memories, plus the bonus of making new friends. Always
superbly organised events with a family atmosphere and welcoming everyone with touring
and friendship in mind.
Five ‘Lost in Tours’ were organised by him for 2014; his wife Alison and son James, plus
other friends will ensure that these go ahead just as Alan had planned.

Dave and Sue Blanchard

A primary school teacher by profession and admired and respected by pupils and parents
alike, his school closed on the day of his funeral as a mark of respect. The Medway
Crematorium was full to the rafters with people who wanted to celebrate his life. There were
equally as many outside the building, who followed the service via the PA system.

Our motorcycling fraternity has sadly lost a true and genuine friend to all. Motorcycling
enthusiasts in Great Britain and Europe will remember Alan for his energy and input in
founding (along with Alex Brett) the renowned VMCC International West Kent Run Weekend.

We will remember Alan for his enthusiasm, friendship, energy and willingness to include all,
his passion for wearing fine period clothes when riding his bikes and his love of seeking out
quaint old tea rooms en route selling a variety of delicious cakes.

Alan Abrahams

18th January 1957 – 30th April 2014

Alan was a born adventurer riding his motorcycles just about everywhere you could

Sunbeam Southern Experts Trial:

Referendum Result

Baz Staple

Since the previous organising team of Chris Mawer and associates have retired as organisers
of this old established event the committee firstly sent news of their retirement prior to the
2014 March AGM to the membership, inviting persons to come to the AGM in order to discuss
a new management.

Alan Abrahams aboard his Martynside at Lavenham in 2013

We welcomed the usual AGM participants but no apparent extras were present. The matter
was discussed and it was proposed and agreed to put the future of the event to a referendum
to give every chance of retaining this trial in the Sunbeam name. The referendum result gave
us 33 responses from our 440 membership, 11 of which saying “hand it to another club” and
the remaining 22 “leave the decision in hands of the committee”.
Unfortunately no one person or team have offered to keep it going, so reluctantly the
committee at their meeting on 31st May could see no option but to release the event to
another club, although it agreed to put up an annual Sunbeam cup and replica to retain our
club name in association with this Experts trial.
It has to be pointed out that the trials oriented members are very few and estimated to be
about 12 persons who are involved either as riders or current organisers of our other events.
These other events are the Gordon Jackson trial, the Dick Little trial, the Gingerbeards and
the Greybeards trials and with the small numbers of active trials members it can be seen that
our resources are stretched. We have however, decided that each of these trials in future will
include the Sunbeam name in order to advertise ourselves a little better.
I would just like to stress the fact that the decision to drop the Southern Experts trial from
our calendar has nothing to do with finances, as apart from last year, the event has usually
and effectively paid its way.
It may be sad to lose this old established event but it is no longer within our scope and
similarly in the past we’ve had to drop the Sunbeam Sprints and the Sunbeam Point to Point.
In closing off this trial we give grateful thanks to the previous organisers, particularly
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Chris Mawer, Honorary member Brian Bonny and the very effective results and start
organisers who came complete with generator and laptop.

Conyboro Run

Charlie Smith

On the 25th May we set off early to Chiddingly for the 22nd Conyboro Run, getting there
for 8.30am to make the preparations for the start and to get the paddock area ready. The
competitors started arriving from about 9.30 am for signing on and a chance to speak to
fellow riders.
We were extremely lucky with the weather, sunny with a few white clouds. There were two
routes, one of about 30 miles and one of about 45 miles along the country roads of East
Sussex.
I decided I would take part in the run this year but unfortunately only got six miles out and
had to be rescued. Of the 29 entrants everyone else made it back.
The Six Bells did us proud again with the pre-ordered Ploughman’s lunches. The pub was
packed out as they were also holding a beer festival.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who entered and supported the event
and to those who said they had enjoyed themselves. Thanks also go to Dolly in the signingon tent, Paul and Ken for the use of the field and facilities and in particular Chris and Bill Pile
who spent two days marking out the course and then taking down all the signs and also for
the breakdown van. Not forgetting Jackie and Plusha for providing the fantastic cakes.
Finally special thanks go to my wife Helen for her organisation and computer skills and my
son Barney for helping.
All entrants were given a t-shirt as a souvenir of the event.
• Best Veteran : John Wells

• Best Post-Vintage : R Scudder

• Best Vintage : Tom Burtonshaw

• Furthest Travelled : Martin Staple

Warwickshire Weekend

Baz Staple

With a good entry of riders with many regulars plus some welcome newcomers and with
machines dating from 1925 to 1939 we shuddered at the thought of the dire weather forecast
for the whole three days riding of approximately one hundred miles per day. How Sunbeam
weather has prevailed against these threats over the years we know not but on Saturday and
Sunday, though cold, barely a raindrop fell and Monday, totally against the prediction was now
warm and sunny.
There was throughout a good sense of bonhomie and fun during the rides, at the various
organised stops and the evening meals in our own dedicated dining room. All proclaimed the
food and accommodation were first class and at reasonable rates.
Our very welcome local volunteer breakdown crew of Malcolm Griffin and Judith did us
proud. Although no one actually broke down, they pre-checked our routes (arranged in March)
and found the Monday route to be severely affected by road closures for repairs. So, after
accompanying us during the day they worked through the evenings to effect some drastic
route changes but showing us new and lovely countryside and villages without upsetting our
pre-arranged refreshment stops. Not only that, they typed out the new substitute route for use
in our route finders – what a team!
Hopefully Brian and Patricia Empsall will send in their report with photos, including their
lovely 1928 Triumph and sidecar. This low powered machine managed without fuss to
conquer both Dovers test hill and Sunrising. This machine was much admired by many.
It is a refreshing thought that some of those who have retired from riding wish to come along
and enter the event and drive round and take part in all the activities and they are more than
welcome.
Looking forward to the Shropshire Run next year, we have booked the date for 2015 with
the hotel and the next three day riding experience will be in Shropshire in 2015 from a new
hotel in Ironbridge. The dates are 11th-15th May 2015.

The Warwickshire Weekend:

An Appreciation

Brian and Patricia Empsall

Earlier this year we finally got
around to joining the Sunbeam
MCC and having completed
the Warwickshire Weekend we
realised what fools we had
been – we should have joined
years ago!
We have ridden our 1928
Triumph N de Luxe and sidecar
for 44 years and found that
gradually, more and more runs
have developed into Classic
Bike runs rather than Vintage.
This often leaves us riding on
our own as tail end Charlie.
Joining the SMCC gave us the opportunity to enter the Warwickshire Weekend and so, with a
little trepidation, we set off on Thursday evening for Kings Court. The car park got full marks
as we arrived; lots of space to park a car and trailer without having to uncouple which is

From the Conyboro’ by John Hodson
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always a bonus. We hardly had time to get out of the car before Baz had spotted us as new
faces and come across to introduce himself and Jenny; and to make us feel very welcome.
That set the tone for the weekend. Everyone was friendly and welcoming and we particularly
noticed how many couples there were; a particular bonus for Pat who has often been a lone
lady.
The hotel proved to be an ideal venue. We had a spacious room, the staff were unfailingly
friendly and helpful and the food excellent.
All three runs were very well planned through pleasant rolling English countryside (and
past some very enviable residences!) and the route sheets beautifully clear; and as far as
we know we didn’t get lost once! We were only 40 or so miles from home and it reminded
us that we shouldn’t take for granted what is not far from our own doorstep. Excellent coffee,
lunch and tea stops had been arranged and even good weather was laid on. Our enjoyment
was compounded by the fact that our Trusty Triumph never missed a beat over the whole
weekend, even up Drover’s and Sunrising Hills, not something it has been doing recently
since the top came off the piston on a run in the Severn Valley. We are keeping our fingers
crossed that the rest of this year will be similarly trouble free.
Sadly, Monday afternoon came all too soon but we shall certainly be back. Thanks to
everyone who made the Weekend such an enjoyable introduction to Vintage riding with the
SMCC.

The Motorcycle Story

Ian McGill

On Wednesday 14th May, the new gallery named ‘The Motorcycle Story’ was officially opened
at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, by Lord Montagu, Murray Walker OBE and Sammy
Miller MBE.

The gallery is dedicated to the memory of Graham Walker, motorcyclist, journalist,
broadcaster and first curator of the motorcycle collection at Beaulieu, and of course a past
President of the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club.
Barbara and I had been honoured with an invitation to attend the ceremony and view all the
exhibits. These range from a multitude of historical artefacts and also private possessions of
riders past and present, as well as their machines, whilst many racing machines are exhibited.
There are also a wide range of motorcycles through the ages, a very interesting one being
the super restoration of a 1923 ACE owned by club member Steve Lambert and restored by
his father the late Wally Lambert, who always had a special leaning towards big American
machines, and has an award in the annual Pioneer Run presented in his memory.
Entrants to the Graham Walker Memorial Run on 10th August will be able to have access
to the exhibition during their visit to Beaulieu. Greatly improved access to the gallery is now
via a walkway from the motor museum, this saves the climb up the stairs as in the past.

Ixion Cavalcade

Sunday 11th May 2014

Peter Holden on his 1915 Triumph
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Dave Masters

The day started wet, cold and very windy, but soon after the bikes departed on the Cavalcade
the rain stopped. Unfortunately some riders were put off by the previous day’s weather forecast
and I don’t blame them, it didn’t look good. We soon got traditional ‘Sunbeam’ weather, only
battling against a strong head wind for six miles along the coast roads. Once into the country
lanes riders were protected by the foliage and could happily concentrate on avoiding the East
Sussex County Council provided pot holes. Some of the roads were better than last year,
but the central seriously narrow twisty little lanes still harboured hidden surprises. Luckily for
the riders some of the worse subsidence and potholes were forewarned, someone had been
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along the road with a can of white spray paint and defaced the carriageway with a large white
question mark. This had the effect of warning riders to be extra vigilant on that particular blind
bend.
The Pevensey Levels are a delightfully hidden bit of Sussex countryside, mostly flat, and
great for the elderly veteran machines, the lanes running alongside reed-fringed drainage
channels harbouring swans and heron. Local stables had been told in advance of the
morning’s event and only a few of the more solid local horses were encountered. Early in the
morning the local fox hounds were seen ‘en masse’ being exercised by bicycling outriders,
but they were totally unfazed by the motorcycles. The main route covers about 32 miles but
most of it can only be ridden at speeds in the low twenties. An extra twelve mile stretch along
‘A’ roads was added for those on later or faster machines frustrated by the otherwise slow but
beautiful progress. These roads were undoubtedly used by Ixion when vicar at St Barnabas
Church, whilst road testing yet another new machine for ‘The Motor Cycle’. All returned safely,
to their three course lunch, only one unlucky rider had clutch trouble and needed rescuing.
For those who are interested in statistics we had nine veteran entries which included
a 1913 Rudge-Multi single of 750cc with a 132mm stroke! Another twenty-seven vintage
machines entered, but only three women riders, usually we get twice that number. Post
Vintage machines up to and including 1939 are now welcomed by the SMCC, and the Ixion
Cavalcade had a good crop of eighteen. The riders voted Henry Brooks’ 1899 De Dion Bouton
their favourite (Ixion Cup) and visitors voted Mark Diplock’s 1927 350cc Sunbeam as their
favourite (Basil H Davies Vase).
A big thank-you to all those who freely give their time to the event, mostly members of the
East Sussex Section of the VMCC and local SMCC members, plus wives and significant
others. Without you we could not do it.
For those wanting to learn more of Ixion, his newly published biography can be got from Dave
Masters at maggirose@hotmail.com or phone 01424 211873 cost £18 plus postage.

Pioneer Run® 2014:

A Danish Perspective

Elsine Møller and Svend Kuskl

In 2013 Elsine and Svend went to England to take part in the legendary Pioneer Run. It was
the 75th year jubilee, but it was cancelled because of the snow, and they had to go home
without riding anywhere on the motorcycles. This year they went back to take part, and here
follows the story about their run.
Sunday April 13th, 2014 saw the best, biggest and the most fantastic event that we ever
have taken part in. A veteran motorcycle run with 388 competitors on motorcycles from 1896
to 1914, as our grandchild says when something is really good “Grandad, it’s MEGA-COOL”.
We had prepared our 1914 New Hudson motorcycles for the 75th +1 Pioneer Run in
England, and left home on Thursday April 10th. We took the Esbjerg – Harwich ferry, and
arrived on Friday afternoon at our hotel in Crawley, which is in the neighbourhood of Gatwick
airport, south of London.
Saturday was spent in preparation for the run. We went to the start place at Epsom Downs,
which is a horserace course, and from there we took the route following the blue signs marked
Pioneer Run. It isn’t as easy as it sounds; they were all on the wrong side of the road. When
we got our licences in Denmark in 1970 we were taught that you have to drive on the right
side of the road, but here we have to do as everyone else and drive on the left. As a modern
human being you have to take up these challenges.

142 - 1914 New Hudson ridden by Elsine Moeller and 143 - 1914 New Hudson, ridden by Svend Kusk

time. We rode up to the start at Epsom Downs on the bikes. Through the roundabouts and
traffic lights we could feel the traffic getting heavier as we approached the start at Tattenham
Corner.
We signed on the start list as competitor numbers 142 and 143; of the 388 competitors the
youngest was 18 year-old Sam Bewley and the oldest was 89 year-old Dereck Light.
At 8.39 o’clock in the morning, we started together with four other competitors, one
Englishman and three Dutchmen. It went very well, taking the route that the blue signs showed,
no mistakes and loss of time, so better than expected. We overtook some competitors by the
side of the road who were having a little trouble with their bikes, both mechanical and running
out of fuel. Some of the older bikes (1896 – 1905) were using a special fuel called hexane (in
the old days, you only could get it at the chemist’s shop), others went to the fuel station to fill
up the little petrol tank on their bikes.
In some places we had marshals to lead us through the dense traffic for safety reasons; this
made us feel like Queen Elizabeth being guided through the traffic. There were no problems
finding the route, as it followed the spectators who stood on both side of the road. Some were
picnicking by the roadside, with their tea and coffee, showing us the right way with greetings
and waving. However we had to take care of the big holes on the surface of the roads, there
were many of them, and some were very deep and brutally big.
In the town Handcross we had a coffee break at the Handcross Park School, a very fine
school for children aged between 6 and 13 years. After the break we had to follow some of
the minor roads to Lower Beeding, through Cowfold and Henfield, further to Woodmancote

Sunday April 13th arrived, finally the New Hudsons are to be put to the test, it’s break or bust
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and Pyecombe, taking the A23 all the way to Brighton, to the finish at Madeira Drive.
We parked the bikes and signed off the start and finish list, then were advised by the
marshals where to park the bikes, which were very hot after a lot of queuing through Brighton;
we had the same over-heating issues too! The temperature in Brighton was 22° C, but it all
went well for us without stalling in the massive queue on the roads through Brighton city.
Later that afternoon at 2 o’clock there was the awards presentation at the beach promenade.
The awards were presented by the mayor of Brighton, Denise Cobb. After all the awards
were presented, we said goodbye to our Irish friends, John Kidd (run number 270) and
Graham Moag (65) and their van drivers Pete Smith and Richard Jones. Also to Heinz Kindler
(105) from Germany, who we know from runs in Denmark, Skagenløbet and Egeskovløbet;
he was leaving to catch the ferry from Harwich to Hock van Holland later that evening at 11
o'clock.

Elsine with armfuls of prizes from The Pioneer 2014.
The big trophy is a travelling prize, so now we have to participate next year too

Shortly afterwards we started our bikes and rode back to the hotel at Crawley where our
Mercedes Vito was waiting for us. The bikes were loaded and then we drove up to the ferry,
for our sailing home later that evening. After an eventful tour and holiday, we could go to bed
on the ferry and sleep quiet and well all the night, while crossing the North Sea.
We had a lovely trip to England and the Pioneer Run has left many happy experiences in
mind. Perhaps we will return next year to deliver the award that Elsine won as the Best Lady
Rider. What a joy that will be!
See more pictures at our homepage: www.newhudson.dk
Editor’s Note: This article originally appeared in the Danish Veteran MCC (DVMCK) Club
News, it’s been kindly supplied and translated from Danish by Leif Obbekær.
14

Sunbeam Club News

JES:

Run to the Coast (2014 Pioneer Run®)

Reg Eyre (KOBI)

I bought my JES late in 2012, with a view to doing the London to Brighton Run early in 2013.
It possessed a wonderful patina all over showing the rust through the original paintwork.
Interestingly, it was never blessed with the artistic “JES Auxiliary” transfer but instead carried a
Northern Depot Ltd, Leece Street, Liverpool transfer and a small round transfer with the word
Auxiliary across the centre and Gloucester underneath. My guess being that JES supplied
the Northern Depot Company with engine units to fit to bicycles, which were then sold at a
discount rate. Looking at a map of Leece Street reveals a warehouse building but the area
was a prime target during the last war.

The JES was manufactured after 1912 in Gloucester, and was intended to be an aid to
cyclists who needed some extra propulsion to keep up with their cyclist friends. The engine
unit is just over 100cc, with an automatic inlet valve, magneto ignition and self manufactured
carburettor. The unit could be purchased fitted into a bicycle or as a unit for the customer to
fit into their own bicycle. There were a variety of models made including the JESMO and the
Miniature.
My machine is a New Hudson bicycle, made about 1913, with a more modern wheel rim
fitted to the rear wheel. The magneto uses fixed timing, which can only be altered by an
adjusting screw fitted in a most awkward position. The carburettor has a single pull wire for
control and is a poorly forged example of a plumber’s art, (John Smith was a plumber!). The
right hand handlebar control has the valve lifter on top and the throttle underneath. At some
point in time, someone has fitted a Sturmey-Archer three-speed hub gear into the rear wheel,
which means that pedalling can be lightly applied when the machine is on a flat road, and can
be heavily applied when starting from a standstill or when trying to make progress up steeper
inclines.
The start at Tattenham Corner is a short downhill slope, followed immediately by a
June - July 2014
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left turn. Fortunately, the Police hold up traffic so that groups of riders can negotiate this.
My engine started straightaway and I was away on the A217 towards Burgh Heath where
the official photographer was waiting to capture your start. Some riders do not make it this
far. At the seven mile mark we descend Reigate Hill and hope that the railway gates remain
open because braking on bicycle brakes can be considered ‘a little difficult’. We then go
past Gatwick Airport, which is always noisy and smelly and cluttered with traffic lights. The
coffee stop is the halfway point on the route and is all the more welcome for the provision
of toilets than a drink. The next 15 miles are through countryside but the traffic, including
tender vehicles, always appears to take away our braking space by overtaking and then
slowing down. The Pylons at Pyecombe indicate that you are about to enter Brighton and
the instructions helpfully say, “take centre lane” at a point where the two outer lanes contain
traffic travelling at 70+mph having just come off the Motorway. In Brighton, we are permitted
to use the bus lanes and I use the cycle lane, (I am riding a motorised bicycle!) Madeira Drive
is the finish and the place where ‘virgin’ Pioneer Riders punch the air. I also felt like doing this
because of the cycling effort required to get to Brighton.

The JES before restoration

An Alpine Thing To Do’ by Noel Whittall

Maggi Masters

Some time ago now I read Noel Whittall’s book ‘A Stupid Thing To Do’ where he writes about
his ride from Leeds to John O’Groats on to Land’s End, and back to Leeds. He completed
around 2,000 miles almost on a whim, and in late September, at the age of 73, following
recovery from major health problems. I loved the book, and read it in one sitting. So I was
really pleased when I saw Noel at Brighton after he had completed the Pioneer Run, with his
recent book ‘An Alpine Thing To Do’ recording his travels on ‘H’ over the Route des Grandes
Alpes, a tourist trail from Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean Sea.
I intended to just gaze at the introduction whilst enjoying my morning coffee. Sometime
later I had turned the last page of the book! Yes, like his previous book of his travels on ‘H’
his 1918 Triumph, it was unputdownable. I found myself laughing out loud at times; enthralled
by the folk he met on his way, and as a fairly new rider to light weight flat tank motor cycles,
I learnt a lot about coaxing our machines along their merry way, not giving up, enjoying the
scenery and overcoming the little challenges that confront us, even when it looks as if we have
to trailer the bike home. I defy anyone not to be amazed by Noel’s efforts to repair H’s belt rim
and complete his ride.
The JES after the Run showing no petrol or oil leaks. Compare the restored machine to the earlier unrestored state.

A great read for all veteran and vintage riders, and also non-riders as extolled by a friend of
mine who had read Noel’s book and recommended it to me!

There were several riders of Wall Auto-Wheels as well as my JES. Although these machines
are an affordable means of gaining access to the Pioneer Run, they were not intended to be
ridden much more than on trips to the local shops. Other members of the Flat Tank Section
that sailed past me included Fred Smith Jnr KOBI, Chris Read, Tony Lockwood and David
Bovenizer KOBI.

Published March 2014 by Propagator Press ISBN 978 1 908037 26 8. Distributor: York
Publishing Services 01904 431213, or from the author noel.whittall@gmail.com

* - KOBI – Knight Order of Bloody Idiots (in case you didn’t know!)
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From the Garage:

Triumph Petrol Tank Repair

Richard Bailey

Back in January my thoughts turned to the Pioneer run. Pulling the cover off the 1914 Triumph
F, thinking a quick check over and a test ride would be in order I set about the task. My eyes
soon rested on a large blister on the rear of the petrol tank ‘don’t remember that being there’;
in fact the tank had looked in near perfect condition when Julie bought the bike, so cancelling
the test ride part of the operation I took the tank off instead. As suspected, picking away at
the blister soon revealed a small hole, what wasn’t expected was the amount of fibreglass
and filler that completely covered the tank. After half an hour with a twist knot wire brush in an
angle grinder it was all off and all over me, the garden fence and the van. What I had left was
a good impression of a sugar shaker, so tidying up I retired to the pub for a consultation with
a pint of Goacher’s finest light, it wasn’t until the third had settled that it slowly dawned on me
that I would have to try and fill them with solder in the traditional manner.
A week or so later fully equipped and having sought advice from Ted, John and one or
two books I sparked up the blow torch and filled some holes, an hour or so later I decided to
start again after lunch, an hour after that I had filled the worst of them. The trouble was that
sections of the tank were very thin and it appeared that I would have to cover the whole lot
with solder, discussing this with a friend he suggested getting it metal sprayed. No harm in
asking I thought, so I took the tank to local company Rye Metal Finishers Ltd, who specialise
in classic and custom vehicles. They thought that spraying with zinc would do the job, filling
the holes and strengthening the thin bits. A week later and forty five quid I had a much better
looking tank. This process leaves the surface with the irregularities of the base metal so
sanding back generally smoothes it out. I like old things to look old so while I filled the pin
holes I left the dents, knocks and scratches unchanged.
I filled the unpainted tank with petrol to test it was fuel-tight before painting. All looked
good and I had high hopes that the job was done, but by morning a slight damp patch had
appeared on the bench so while the metal spraying solved most of the problem it was a good
job I tested it before painting. Resisting the urge to seek solace in a pint of the finest, well it
was only twenty past seven and although the sun was certainly over the yardarm somewhere
it certainly wasn’t on Romney Marsh, a quick mug of tea, tank drained and dried I boldly
soldered the pin prick hole. No bang, no flames, no hole, job done. All it needs now is a coat
of paint or two.
Unit R11, Rye Wharf, Harbour Road, Rye, East Sussex, TN31 7TE 01797 224050
www.metal-finishing-uk.co.uk

1903 Ascot Engine:

Plea for Information

Paul Gander

I have acquired a c1903 ASCOT engine and intend to restore it. ASCOT made motorcycles,
tri-cars and fore-cars at 212 Pentonville Road, London from 1903 to 1905 and probably
only made a few tens of machines. They started off making their own engine in 1903 and
then moved to using Minerva, Antoine and other engines. Their own 1903 engine was quite
advanced as it had mechanical operation for both valves operated by a normal cam which
operates against a saddle that rocked and worked both valves. My engine seems almost
unused and when I took it apart the base gasket was made from a c1900 piece of Cadburys
cardboard packaging - you know you are getting a tad obsessive when you start researching
and dating gaskets! So it may be as it was assembled at the factory and has been untouched
since. As information on these machines is a little scarce to say the least, I thought a mention
in our magazine may yield some further information. ASCOT seemed to use Chater Lea
frames of at least two designs and I really need to find a period picture to see which frame
18
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may have been used in 1903. The engine as discovered is pictured above.
If anyone has any information then I can be contacted on paulg@go-faster.com or
07776 140245.

NEED A FERRY CROSSING TO EUROPE
Contact Julie at Sport Travel Solutions
We guarantee an Excellent Service and Competitive Fares
with all of the Ferry Operators Including P&O Ferries
Telephone: 01670 712055
Email: juliewarnes@aol.com
Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net
SPECIAL FARES FOR
SUNBEAM MEMBERS
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Advert from The Motor of March 1904 showing a later
ASCOT engine in a "high" loop Chater Lea frame
Paul Gander

Club Nights at Chiddingly

Baz Staple

These are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, Tel: 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142. Food is available. Now we
are in the summer riding season, Tim Penn has prepared his team to repeat last year’s very
successful club night runs from May to September starting from the Six Bells at 7.30pm.
We’re grateful that he can fit this in between his busy schedule and two year stint as VMCC
President. We can also congratulate him on receiving this great honour.
For those not wishing to go out on the runs, the usual Six Bells room and hospitality is
available for chatter/natter. We just hope the summer weather will come up to expectations.
Dates are 3rd July, 7th August and 4th September.
May Club night report
For the first Club Night Run of the year, Spike Holman led eleven machines, including one
Morgan, to The Kings Head at East Hoathly. Riders enjoyed a pleasant evening ride along
leafy country lanes, and this will be repeated for the June, July, August and September Club
Nights, to start at The Six Bells, Chiddingly, East Sussex.

New Members

Peter Donaldson

Please give the following New Members to the Club a warm welcome:Harry Eastwick (Sussex)
Colin Jefferies (Suffolk)
Sue Eastwick (Sussex)
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Fin Reynolds (Surrey)
Geoff Green (Manchester)
Rick Verbeeten (Sussex)
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Members Advertisements

An early APMC badge in good condition please.
Richard Mummery 01227 751751 or sheila.mummery@sky.com 10/13

Please include your membership number with your advertisement and note that free
advertising does not included business advertising.

Blackburne ohv engine parts 1925-1927 CJ, CK, especially horizontal magneto chaincase
inner and outer with Blackburne script. Have swaps. Any Blackburne or Rex Acme items
are of interest.1920's rolling chassis or frame/forks to take Blackburne engine; Zenith, OEC,
Chater Lea.
Brian Thorby 01356 622468 brithorby40@gmail.com 12/13

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members, and can repeat
free for several issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your requirements.

Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
WANTED
Carburettor for a Wall Auto Wheel, 1912-14 or thereabouts. The carburettor fitted into a
taper tube that went from an approx 16mm internal diameter (18mm outside diameter) right
angle bend, that ended in an approx 34.8mm (external thread size nut) that clamped the
inlet manifold into an opening on top of the head containing the valve. At least two Bowden
cables attached. Carol (Australia) dobbie6@gmail.com 06/14
Wanted Albion 2-speed gearbox with clutch - type with horizontal shafts and 2-stud top
fixing. Geoff Green 0161 654 8159 or geoffgreen@talktalk.net 04/14
Inner and outer primary chain case covers, front exhaust pipes and expansion box for a
1934 250cc Silent Superb.
John Hodson 01322 524567 (Kent) johnh587@googlemail.com 04/14
1914 Triumph model C 550cc piston, with tapered gudgeon pin.
Julie Diplock, Kent. sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk or 01797 344277 04/14

FOR SALE
1930 Sunbeam Model 9. Concours condition, totally reliable and rides perfectly – well
known at Welsh Week. My bike for last 20 years, only for sale due to lack of use and elderly
knees. £11,500.
John Walker (Cheshire) 01270-664550 06/14
1909 Triumph TT Roadster for sale. Restored by Ian Jennings of Bradford and taken part
in the Pioneer Run and many local events. Direct-belt drive with no clutch or gears, the use
of throttle, brakes, air control and ignition levers is a 'black art' that can soon be learned
so that progress, even up difficult hills, can be maintained. I have the original crank pulley
that it came with it which gears it to about 70mph. How one then starts it, would become a
difficulty! The new owner could consider buying a replica Mabon clutch, or similar device to
replace the crankcase mounted pulley. £14,000 ono for this beautiful machine. Pictures can
be seen at www.go-faster.com/1909Triumph.html
Please call between 9.00am and 9.00pm Reg Eyre (Glos) 01242-870375 04/14

Wanted urgently, Triumph model H petrol tank fitments: petrol tap complete, priming tap
complete, oil control valve, oil pump gland nut, filler caps. Might take a complete rusted out
tank provided it has its fitments. Also, brass oil pump cylinder, has internal thread at the
bottom, external thread at the top, it is most important that these threads are in good order.
Please help, Richard Mummery (Kent) sheila.mummery@sky.com 04/14

White & Poppe 1905 427cc solo. Single speed. Pioneer registered. Very good history
back to 1907. Photo in Daily Mail 1927. Quick for a veteran. Finished the last 20+ Pioneer
Runs, even got a letter for going too fast last year! With most of spare engine. Second
owner since 1950. You will not find another like it. Selling because I have too many running
motorcycles. £25,000.
Alex Taylor. 01235 553574 alex.taylor574@btinternet.com 02/14

Wanted for completion of 1913 Rover 3½hp: Rear sub frame, Sturmey three speed hub,
front forks with suspension and steering tube, petrol tank (any condition) plus other bits.
Have swaps, crankcase and flywheels.
Baz Staple (Kent) 01892 535671 jennybaz.staple@gmail.com 04/14

Blackburne 1930 FEB 550cc side valve engine parts. Cylinder/Valves, very good except ex
stub needs repair. C.I.Piston/G.Pin/rings excellent in bore. Drive-side crankcase. 1928/1929
Blackburne skew-gear timing cover (shield shape).
Brian Thorby 01356 622468 brithorby40@gmail.com 12/13

Villiers single or double lever carburetter as fitted to 1930's 250cc Villiers engine or a Villiers
type 3/4 or type 4/5 carburetter.
John Hodson 01322 524567 johnh587@googlemail.com 02/14.

Remanufactured Mabon Clutches to suit 1914 Triumph Motorcycles

Raleigh 350cc OHV parts wanted: small bits to basket case 1925-27.
Tel Richard, 01282 612315 02/14
Brooks Veteran era B9 or B10 saddle. On behalf of friend who is building a stunning 1909
motorcycle racer, I am looking for a Brooks saddle of the 1907/09 era, specifically a Brooks
B9 or B10. If anyone can help then please get in touch: paulg@go-faster.com or 07776
140245. 02/14
A veteran motorcycle with a clutch to use on the Pioneer Run. Would like an original
unrestored bike solo or outfit single or a v-twin, could collect after the next Pioneer Run.
Tel 01257 271005 or email andrew185@btinternet.com 02/14

22

For Sale: Mabon Clutch

Sunbeam Club News

Brand new and professionally made by highly skilled engineer from a well tried
and tested design, plus some improvements on the original. Totally rust free
stainless steel construction throughout, with stainless multi-plates, modern
sealed bearings, brass and aluminium thrust washer to avoid damage to
adjustment screws. Key way taper to suit 1914 Triumph, can be machined to
suit other machines. As fitted to my 1914 Triumph 550cc, 4½hp and successfully
completed the recent Pioneer Run® to Brighton. Price £1590 each, no VAT.
For more details please contact Andrew MacLean
andrewmmaclean@gmail.com 01342 715088 West Sussex.
June - July 2014
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Pre-65 Trials

Dave Blanchard
Further to my article in a previous Club News regarding the
'Pre 65 Trials Saga', I mentioned riding the ex-works Ariel
GOV 130. I mentioned that it was very heavy, far too heavy
for me as the worried look on my face proves.
This was after the Pre-65 Trial had finished at the VMCC
Festival of 1000 bikes, held at Brands Hatch in 1995.
The low centre of gravity did help it feel light, the then
owner had a ride on my Ariel and was amazed at how light
it felt!
Boy that bike was heavy - how on earth did they ride
them like that? Picture left taken at the back of Brands
where the straight used to be for the Scrambles course.

Sue Blanchard with GOV 130

Off The Saddle

Due to the lateness of the last Club News, which was held back until reports were in for the
Pioneer run, you’ll be reading this just a matter of weeks behind the receipt of the previous
club news.

VERRALLS

Mike Holloway has had a good start to the National Sammy Miller Trials Series for pre-65
motorcycles. His next one being a fortnight away in the deepest West Country. Good luck on
these Mike and may you yet again win the Rigid Rear Class!

(Handcross) Ltd.

I had a note from Ian Watkins, who has now ridden his Bantam in the long distance Lands’
End Trial. He rode the Bantam 800 miles but sadly after that gallant effort did not this time
gain an award.

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC
and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED

We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny
farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

We always have on display a range of machines at our
showrooms below:
The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Telephone: 01444 400 678

Fax: 01444 401 111

Website: www.verralls.com
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Peter Donaldson
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At the April club night we had a demonstration by John Buckingham of model sleevevalve petrol engines belonging to the company Ricardo. (Better known these days for their
development in the Diesel world). I found these model engines incredible having ridden and
pulled apart many a 2-stroke in my time and here we had ports moving up and down the
cylinder barrel looking very 2-strokey but most definitely the 4-stroke cycle!
The next Star Group trial will be at Dunsfold on May 11th and Neil Sinclair will be out and
showing off his great skills with a trials iron. Glad to see you’re getting back into regular riding
these days. Good luck!
I turned up the April 1989 South Eastern Centre Gazette to see how much of the Sunbeam
Club was mentioned in there. Found that we were running the Star Group Trial at Petersfield
that month. In the Star Group Championship tables, we had a comfortable lead after the first
three events of the year and in the expert’s solo class, a Mr. Neil Sinclair was in a comfortable
third position.
There was a letter to the editor from Dick Little, our Club Secretary, defending the use
of English within our club reports against a letter written by Ralph Venables in a previous
Gazette. Both Ralph and Dick were vice-presidents of our club at that time, and both had
done a very great deal of great works for the Club over their long memberships. Ralph 
June - July 2014
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was a professional journalist who reported widely on the subjects of music and motorcycling
(at a later stage he was given an MBE for his services to motorcycling). He had an over the
top aversion to any mis-spellings and would write to all and sundry should they dare allow
such an error in anything they wrote. Dick had been an educationalist and had specialised in
English and when I turned to look at the same month’s club news, therein was a letter from
Ralph pointing out that there were a couple of spelling errors in the names of people within
the Southern Experts programme for which Dick had been responsible. It all sounds like a
joke 25 years on but it did get rather nasty for a while. Ralph died some years later and when
Dick sadly died and his obituaries came out in the April 2005 club magazine, Neil Sinclair, his
grandson, contributed. Neil’s final sentence was “He’ll be sorely missed; no doubt he’s locking
horns with RGV as we speak.”
The other bit of Sunbeam News in that Gazette of 25 years ago was a report by yours truly
on the recently run 52nd Pioneer Run on 19th March. Weather had been damp to start with
and there were 340 starters and 314 had succeeded in arriving at Brighton by the 1pm course
closing time. The Meritorious Award went to a Peter Peschen who had ridden his 1910 3.5hp
Wanderer from Bad Homburg in Germany to the event and then set off back home again on
the machine afterwards.

Are You Reading Someone Else’s Sunbeam News?
Why not join the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club yourself? Visit our website www.sunbeammcc.co.uk to download entry forms. You will then enjoy all the benefits of membership such
as a range of motor cycle and trials events suited to your type of motor cycle including
the Pioneer® Run, a friendly and helpful membership, Club Nights, Club Regalia and an
interesting Club News containing classified advertising for buying or selling those rare parts or
machines. Having your own copy of the News you won’t miss that rare part or bike in the For
Sale small ads. Discounted insurance, breakdown cover, ferry services, tyres and lubricants
are also available.

Sunbeam MCC 90th Anniversary Lunch
& Celebration of our Presidents 90th year
Saturday 5th July
This lunch will be held at Rowfant House. Wallage Lane. Crawley. RH10 4NG.
Choice of Menu: Main Course: Steak & Guinness pie topped with short crust pastry
OR Poached Salmon with a cream sauce.
Dessert: Bramley apple & cinnamon crumble with warm custard OR Traditional Fruit trifle.

CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR 2014
Visit our website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk to download Entry Forms.
14th – 21st June

31st Welsh Week

Aberystwyth

3rd July

7.30 Club Night – Six Bells

Chiddingly,
East Sussex

Club only

5th July

Sunbeam MCC 90th Anniversary Lunch Crawley,
West Sussex

Closed to Club

13th July

28th Garden of England Run

Headcorn, Kent

20th July

4th Bangers and Steam

Hollycombe,
Hants

4th August

New: 8:00 Club Night

West Kingsdown
Village Hall
Kent TN15 6BZ

Club Only

7th August

7.30 Club Night – Six Bells

Chiddingly,
East Sussex

Club only

10th August

52nd Graham Walker Run

Beaulieu, Hants

30th August

12 noon Gingerbeards Trial

Horsmonden, Kent

National

31st August

10:30am Greybeards Trial

Horsmonden, Kent

National

4th September

7.30 Club Night – Six Bells

Chiddingly,
East Sussex

13th September

6th September Challenge

North Yorkshire

Pre 1931

14th September

7th Constable Run

Suffolk

Pre 1940

28th September

Romney Marsh Rally

Romney Marsh,
Kent

2nd October

7.30 Club Night – Six Bells

Chiddingly,
East Sussex

Contact - Colin Bentham (01761-241516)

Closed to
Club Pre 1940

Contact - Ian McGill acsociable1@sky.com (01293-771446)

Contact - Tony Lloyd aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com (01737-555413)
Contact - Neil Sinclair sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk (07885-660939)
Contact - George Smith (01474-852960)

Contact - Ian McGill acsociable1@sky.com (01293-771446)
Contact - Peter Donaldson peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk (01322-332087)
Contact - Peter Donaldson peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk (01322-332087)

Contact - Alec Thompson (01751-431478)

Contact - Marian Johnson (01255-554828)

Contact - Julie Diplock Julie_diplock@hotmail.com (01797 344277)

Cost £19.95 per person.

Pre 1940
Girder Forks
One, two, three
or four wheels

Pre 1940
Girder Forks

Club only

Veteran
and Flat-tank
Club only

52nd Graham Walker Memorial Run

Please send your meal choice and cheques made to Sunbeam MCC Ltd ASAP to:- Ian D.McGill.
The Oaktree. 13, Victoria Road. Horley. Surrey. RH6 9BN ASAP

Sunday 10th August 2014
The National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire

Visit our website: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club
Founded 1924
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By kind permission of Lord Montagu. Assemble from 9.45 am.
Road Safety Run starts at 1.15 pm.
Ian McGill Phone 01293-771446
Email: acsociable1@sky.com
June - July 2014
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Rose of The Shires 2014

Reg Eyre

