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This year’s winner of the Pinhard Trophy:
Joe Francis (Photo © Bennett)

A club welcoming members with any make of machine and catering for

Veteran (pre-1915), Vintage (1915-1930), Post Vintage (1931-1939)
and Sporting Trials (pre-1965 and Modern bikes)
http://www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Hello everyone,

Tel: 01293 771446

I was very pleased to hear that Joan Westbrook had successfully
completed the Jack Thompson Trial, and had raised a good sum for
Cancer Research UK to boot. Her next trial is the Talmag at the end of
January, so I’m sure we all wish her zero points there!

acsociable1@sky.com

Tel: 01424 772598
royjplummer@yahoo.co.uk

peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk
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Next, I have in my possession a 1947 trials programme, do
contact me if it’s yours. Hopefully I can reunite it with its owner at the
AGM on 1st March! A belated all the best for 2014 to everyone.
Julie.

Tel: 01737 555413
aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com

Tel: 01435 864043
Christopher.pile@sky.com

Tel: 07885660939
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

john.b60@ntlworld.com
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Breakdown Cover for Warwickshire Weekend

Jenny Staple

We now have a very good entry for this three day event, arriving on Friday pm 9th May, riding
days 10th, 11th and 12th and staying at the Kings Court Hotel, Kings Coughton, Warks.
Unfortunately we still lack the comfort factor of having breakdown cover via trailer or van.
Accommodation could be arranged at the hotel or a local B&B and fuel costs will be paid for
the three riding days. Is there anyone out there who can help please?
Further details contact Jenny Staple jennybaz@gmail.com or 01892 535671

Pioneer Dating and relevant matters

Baz Staple

John Waghorn, our Pioneer Dating Registrar, is currently in hospital. In the event of any
information required relevant to dating of Pioneer Run entries, particularly relating to the 2014
event, please contact Ian McGill, details in the front of Club News.

A Plea From The Poor Old Membership Secretary...

Peter Donaldson

I am still short of over 100 annual subscription renewals. Your prompt renewal would be
appreciated as those that have not paid up will be over a month behind by the time you read
this. If you have decided to leave us a quick call or note will save chasing and worrying on my
part, plus some indication of why gives us a view on how we run our Club.

sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk

Vice Presidents
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, P Donaldson, I D McGill, B M Staple
Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd

Registered in England No. 3011502
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Annual General Meeting

Saturday 1st March 2014

Ian McGill

Members are reminded that the AGM of the Sunbeam MCC Ltd will be held at 2.00pm on
Saturday 1st March 2014 at the Peacock Lodge, Eastbourne Road, New Chapel, Surrey, RH7
6HL. Peacock Lodge is on the A22 road between the M25 and East Grinstead.
Twenty-one days before the AGM, all members will receive a formal notice of the meeting,
the agenda and a financial statement.

Sixth September Challenge

Alec Thompson

Please note: the date of the September Challenge has been changed to 13th September.
Contact Alec Thompson 01751-431478 for more details.

34th International Motorbike Veterans-Rally in Ibbenbüren

John Hodson

Club members might be interested in attending the 34th International Motorbike VeteransRally to be held in Ibbenbüren, Germany. The rally will be held be from 6th to 9th June and
various events will take place for motor cycles made prior to 1930 or 1939. More details may
be had from www.veteranenrallye.de.

The Chairman’s Message

Baz Staple

With another motorcycling year beckoning I would like to thank members, officers and all
helpers for their support and friendship over the past year and I’m sure we all look forward to
enjoyable rides on two or three wheels in 2014.
Our club Secretary Ian McGill is signalling his wish to find a replacement for the secretarial
work. I ask individuals to consider relieving him of this post which will still leave him the
considerable tasks of masterminding the Pioneer as well as the Graham Walker Memorial
Run. Ian will however continue doing the work of Company Secretary.
Club secretarial work entails arranging meetings and agendas as well as the resulting
minutes. Qualifications require knowledge of the club’s activities and computer literacy.
Please discuss this with Ian or myself without obligation.
At committee level and other organising levels we have been able to bring down the
average age a bit and younger blood is necessary to keep this grand old club motoring.

So welcome year 2014 and I wish all members good riding and enjoyment, but please wear
something to ensure you can be seen.

Secretary’s Report

Ian McGill

Sad to say that we did not have a very good start to the 2013 season with the cancellation
of the Pioneer Run®. Whilst we (I) had a few dissatisfied entrants, the vast majority were
reasonably happy with the decision, bearing in mind that many could not even get into their
cars, let alone get out of their drives because of the snow.
I would like to thank all the riders that donated their entry fees to help cover what is quite
an expense, that coupled with a successful abandonment claim meant that the Club did just
about break even.
Onward through the year we had some very successful veteran and vintage events, having
said that we must not forget members and friends that join us on post vintage machines,
certainly this class at the Graham Walker Memorial Run has increased over the years since
the referendum.
Once again I had to plead for volunteers to assist at events, both V&V and Trials, without
this help things are very hard work for Secretaries of the Meetings.
At the time of writing not one member has phoned to offer help on Epsom Downs on
Pioneer Run® Sunday, so yet again we shall rely on Bill Pile and his merry band to assist
the riders through the start area. You will however see some very keen members of the ACU
Track Marshals Group resplendent in their Orange Overalls and hopefully yet again the British
Legion Riders Association will assist at Epsom selling programmes, another very important
task that helps us make a small profit at this event. It must also be said that none of the
marshals at Brighton or at the coffee stop at Handcross Park School are Club members, but
belong to the AJS/Matchless club.
We must congratulate Baz and Jenny for their excellent work editing the history of the
Pioneer Run, but wait! There is now an up-dated re-write on the way, some folk never put their
pens down (Baz) and there is Jenny slaving over a hot keyboard, well done both of you, now
that is dedication.
You will no doubt read that I intend to retire as Club Secretary, although will remain as
Company Secretary, so let’s have a volunteer Lady or Gent to take over this task please. For
details of what is required, call Baz or myself.

As Chairman I am the oldest committee inhabitant and there is a need for some succession
planning here too. I am now a great granddad twice over. Unfortunately nowadays youth is
not a factor in motorcycling, whether riding or in admin, although gladly in the club there are
a few exceptions to that and for that matter, where does youth begin and end? I would say
below forty is young, but then I would wouldn’t I.

Let’s hope that this season will bring good safe riding weather, and may I wish you all a
Good New Year.

At the next AGM on 1st March we have a new Treasurer elect lined up in Andrew Leslie who
fulfils all the requirements, including youth and his partner Jessica is already taking a keen
interest.

2013 Summary
Chris Mawer rounded off an excellent year for the Club with the running of the Southern
Experts Trial. This received praise and extensive coverage in “Trials and Motocross News” –
well done Chris.

Could I make a plea that members support the club by attending the AGM giving them
the opportunity to contribute and make their feelings known? It is a friendly affair with
refreshments at the conclusion, after which there is an open forum with a chance to discuss
anything relevant to the club’s activities. One such topic could be how to celebrate the club’s
90th birthday in 2014, as well as acknowledging that our President Marjorie Ayers will be in
her 90th year.
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Trials Secretary’s Report

Neil Sinclair

We also ran the successful “Gingerbeards and Greybeards” event on Mike Holloway’s land
at Horsmonden. This was a fantastic weekend and looks to be an event to build upon in 2014.
In the early part of 2013 Peter Donaldson and Paul Casling ran the Star Group “Gordon
Jackson” Trial at Bagshot North.
Three successful events expertly run and managed - a credit to the Club.
February - March 2014
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Mike Holloway has agreed to be Clerk of the Course for the Gingerbeards and Greybeards
trials on 30th and 31st August on his land. Neil is discussing with Chris ideas and thoughts
around the Southern Experts.
Star Group – we continue to support the combine and scored several points in January.

The Pioneer Register and Dating Meeting

John Waghorn

At our meeting on 2nd December, the last before the 2014 Pioneer Run®, the Dating
committee, plus a newly elected member Nick Smith, sat down to study a further seventeen
applications, all new to the Register. With the details of engine and frame number, plus photos
of each side of the machine, all were passed as pre-1915 veterans.
293cc

Le
tte
rs

2014
We are already at the advanced planning stages of the Gordon Jackson Trial on 9th February.
Neil Sinclair is Secretary of the meeting, Paul Casling Clerk of the course. MOD land and ACU
permits have been applied for and received. The event will take place at Bagshot – helpers /
observers always welcome.

Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo that you
would like to share with the Club?



Send your comments to :
The Editor

(details inside front cover)

1911 Wooler
Hi,
In regard to the article on the 1911 Wooler, this is odd but having read the article I have just
been to a new customer of mine and who is it but Roy Pembroke, of Wooler fame. I spoke
to him and his wife and the story is that Mrs Pembroke is in fact the daughter of a Wooler’s
engineer from the factory. Up until recently they appear to have owned a couple of Woolers
and a cut away engine, all of which were sold to the Sammy Miller museum. I will contact them
shortly to tell them of the article (I don't know if they are members or not) and ask them if they
are happy for any contact you may wish to make and maybe Mrs Pembroke can give light to
the full story, she is very into bikes still along with Roy, who is a Honda Goldwing owner.

1902 Clement 143cc

1910 Humber 500cc

1912 Hazlewood

1913 BSA 500cc

1914 Calthorpe 172cc

Two 1914 550cc Triumphs

Kind regards,

1903 Quadrant 293cc

1911 H.A.L. 490cc

1912 Royal Enfield 770cc

Andy Middleton, by email.

1913 Wall Autowheel 118cc

1914 Rudge Multi 500cc

1914 Wall Autowheel 118cc

1908 Triumph 500cc

1911 Triumph 500cc

Dear Editors,

1914 Bradbury V Twin 750cc

1914 Triumph 4hp

Well folks, we are a bit closer to unravelling the question of who was Laurie Fenton. Julie
received a response via email which she has passed onto me so that I can piece a bit more
of the jigsaw together. The email was from Roy Pembroke who is Laurie’s son in law. He tells
us that Laurie was a friend of John Wooler and he often rode Wooler motor cycles to various
events. When the 'works closed Laurie was loaned the Wooler registration number H948 for
his life time. When Laurie decided he was too old to ride he asked Roy if he would like to
ride H948 in the Pioneer Run. At that time, Roy was riding BMWs and on checking the bike
out asked how he was supposed to stop it. Laurie’s reply was ‘oh just rub your knee on the
flywheel.’ Well this seems to have worked OK as Roy competed and finished in the 47th and
48th Pioneer Runs.

Two of these listed machines are quite rare, the H.A.L. is the only one on the Register
and the Bradbury V Twin is also the only one on the Register, but speaking with the VMCC

Laurie died in 1986 and H948 was returned to the Wooler family. Since then, Roy has had
no further contact with the Wooler family. On checking out DVLA records, all they have on
H948 is that it was first registered on the 6th March 1950 and last taxed 11 April 1985. Since
then nothing, so it would seem that Laurie was the last person to tax the bike.
It would also seem that the bike and registration number are still together, but where? So
here is another question: is John Wooler’s son Ron still with us? If so does anyone know of
him or his whereabouts? OVER TO YOU!
Regards,
Richard Mummery, by email.
The Dating Committee (no, not that kind of dating…)
From left to right: Geoff Morris, John Waghorn, Baz Staple, Ian McGill and Nick Smith.

Bradbury marque specialist, Mike Wills, he knows of four such machines in existence.
Altogether during 2013 there have been thirty one new to the Register machines approved,
which shows the hunt for and registration of these ancients continues unabated.
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Editor’s Note: For an update, see Paul Gander’s letter overleaf and Dennis Brown’s most interesting
article.

Dear Editor,
It is a very small world. A few days ago I had to call in a plumber, Andrew Middleton.
February - March 2014
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We chatted, amongst other things, about bikes; he has a couple of old bikes and I ride a
Honda Goldwing. Andrew drew my attention to Richard Mummery's letter in the October and
November edition seeking information about Laurie Fenton, me and the 1911Wooler number
H948.
Laurie Fenton was my father-in-law but died in 1986. He knew John Wooler and his family,
and worked with them after the Second World War. This short Pathé News clip http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=6j_NjhYGZMc

JANTO Clip On Engine
Dear Sir,
I recently spoke with Mr. John Waghorn regarding the JANTO clip on engine that I have
discovered, and he suggested that I write to see if it could be included in your club magazine,
in the hope that someone somewhere may have heard of it!
This is a two stroke engine, and is fairly complete, but is missing
the coils inside the flywheel. I understand that these would have
been for a low tension ignition system, as there is no provision for
points, nor a threaded port for a spark plug. There is a flanged port
at the top of the cylinder that I assume is for some kind of igniter,
and a screw in the top of the piston that would possibly act as one
half of the points?

shows John Wooler, his son (known as Ron but called Roland in the clip) and Laurie - the pipe
smoking mechanic working on the bike in the yard. Laurie rode bikes for the family to various
events and when the works closed he was lent the 1911 bike registered number H948 for his
lifetime. Laurie also acquired one of the last bikes made by the company in 1955. That went,
after his death, to the Sammy Miller Museum.
Laurie rode the 1911 Wooler on the Brighton and Banbury runs on a number of occasions. I
met Laurie in 1980 and accompanied him (with his son, David and friend, Bob Spedborough)
on, I think, the 1983 Brighton run. The photo on the back cover shows Laurie and Bob on
Madeira Drive.

Stamped on the crankcase is the serial number 103. Marked on
the flywheel magnet is the name BöHLER followed by a Star of
David symbol. Research so far indicates that this is the name and
early logo for Böhler-Stahl (Böhler Steel) in Austria, who have
been in business since the 1860's to the present day. However,
they were mostly high quality steel suppliers, and prior to WW1
don't appear to have manufactured many products other than
steel, weapons, army helmets and possibly safety razors. So far,
I've found no mention of them ever making engines or cycles.

By 1984 Laurie did not feel up to riding and so I took over for two years. At that time I rode
a BMW R100 and so was not used to these ancient bits of machinery. When I asked Laurie
how I was supposed to brake he simply told me to put my knee against the flywheel! However,
I made it to Brighton, as the back cover photo shows although I do not know whether this was
taken in 1984 or ‘85.
The bike was returned to Ron Wooler's widow in 1987 or 1988 and that was the last we
heard of it. We have had no contact with the family.
I hope this letter helps Richard Mummery with his history of the Wooler marque but if I can
assist further please let me know.
Kind regards

There are no markings on the (primitive) carb to indicate who it may have been made by.
I have also written and sent photos to The Classic Motor Cycle magazine, and they will be
including it in a future issue. I am also awaiting replies from some Austrian and German
museums, but so far all my attempts at researching this have come up blank, but if anyone
has any information, or an idea of its date, I would be very grateful.
Regards,

Roy Pembroke
Colour footage of the 1955 Banbury Run

Steve Allsop steve@allsop7.orangehome.co.uk 01834 814025

The Yorkshire Film Archive has a film on its web site that features a few minutes of colour
film of the 1955 Banbury. The roads are wonderfully empty and with no helmets it looks very
tranquil. Many bikes are featured, some just for a fleeting glimpse and include the following
registrations; R707, AU9403, EB712, BK15, 975 AMU, JGX858, LN843, TPP345, BM537,
H5205, AY4173, AK222, MPP980, KWY35 (Mr Smith on the Slinger), HPJ866, BJ3472,
LL8450, AA4717 (1913 Triumph), H948 (1909 Wooler, Mr Fenton), 8373, L3403, AP1740,
JS5627, LL8450, P2653, BM3667, AR4189, BM9824 and KT169.

Editor’s Note: more pictures are available, please email Steve directly.

Speed Track Tales
Hello,

I expect all of these machines still exist, so the current owner may be interested in seeing
their bike in action back in 1955. To view the film visit http://www.yfaonline.com/

I have become the guardian of a website established by a group of old timers recording the
history of the ISDT. They abandoned the project but having discovered its ashes I have, with
their support, resurrected the material and sought additional material to fill obvious gaps. The
FIM and ACU both support the project as they have lost a lot of their archives and thanks to
the FIM we now hold the most complete set of ISDT results outside of the FIM.

In the top right-hand corner of this web page is a search box, type in the title of the film ‘HOT
WORK’. The film Hot Work 1955 (film No. 4540) will appear at the top of the list, click on it
and then the click the play icon and it will start playing. The Banbury footage starts at about
19½ minutes into the film.

Going through the results the name of the Sunbeam MCC is a regular occurrence and I am
hoping to write up a report on the participation of the SMCC in the ISDT from the material I
hold but would like to know if your club has retained any unique or original material it would
be willing to share with the website - http://speedtracktales.wordpress.com

Paul Gander, by email.

I would also be grateful as we hunt down copies of the original event programmes if you
could put a note about our existence in a future newsletter to members indicating our gratitude
if anybody can provide scans or photocopies of old programmes that we don’t already hold
copies of.
Yours, Adrian Walls, awalls@me.com
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Joan Westbrook’s Sponsorship For Cancer Research UK
Joan has asked me to pass on her grateful thanks for the sponsorship she received for her
first Trials Ride since being side lined with serious cancer early in 2013.
Joan rode in The Jack Thompson Trial at Swanley on Sunday 1st December and with a
great deal of support actually finished the event. The sponsorship she received included in
excess of £300 from the Sunbeam Club and its members in cheques and we also know that
some of the money in the collection bucket at the Start will have also come from our members.
Joan was truly overwhelmed by the extent of the total sponsorship received and you may
like to hear about it.
Joan had started with the hope of getting a couple of hundred pounds, but it far exceeded
that. I had told her early on that I was sure she would make the thousand. The total has well
exceeded £3,000. A collection bucket from public and riders at the start had £1125 in it. The
ACU South East Centre returned the riders ACU Fund levy, which was £250. The organising
Club, Sidcup, gave Joan the £37 entry fees of a solo and sidecar entry who did not start plus
Joan’s own £17 start money. The organisers also gave a pound for every rider on the day,
which came to £118. Riders who forewent their awards raised a further £80. With the £300+
from our Club and its members the total was already at almost £2,000. The other £1,000+
came from other Motorcycling Clubs, individuals who sponsored her, collection tins at various
firms and clubs outside or associated to the Sport.

David Oakley

Peter Donaldson

We learn that David Oakley died last year just prior to his 88th birthday.
David had been a Club member since 1986. We recall that he rode several times in the
Pioneer Run on outfits.
In his retirement from Oakley Marine, a company that he founded, he did voluntary work in
Shoreham Airport Archives and on Show Days it was not unknown for him to take his Pioneer
Outfit along for display.

Chairman’s Lunch 2014

Ian McGill

Despite the rain 30 members and friends assembled at the Shipley Bridge Chef & Brewer for
a very enjoyable lunch party, and it was good that our President Mrs Marjorie Ayers made the
journey from Sanderstead with Geoff and Christine Morris
The food as usual was good and hot, although a little slow in production, however this was
not a problem and time passed quickly as there was plenty to talk about as is the way when
you have not seen friends for some time.
We departed, well fed and watered at 3.15pm and headed home in the Oh too familiar rain!

Joan wanted to do something to say thanks for the treatment she received in her illness; I
pass on her grateful thanks to our members for our part in that.
Peter Donaldson
Kop Hill Climb 2014 -an update
Following on from the success of KHC in 2013 plans are being made for the event to be held
in 2014 once again on the third weekend in September.
I am pleased to report that this year there will be an opportunity for more pre-1940 bikes to
take part in the hill climb as well as more static displays of motorcycles on the field.
The organisers have rightly concluded that more motorcycles should be encouraged as
after all, the event was started as a competition for bikes and there should be a better balance
as we are heavily outnumbered by our four wheel friends.
All participants in 2013 will be invited to return this year. Others who wish to take part should
keep an eye on the website from the end of February to ensure they can make an early entry.
A larger number of veteran bikes are being sought and for the first time will be allowed to
ascend the hill in small groups to avoid the risk of overheating due to delays in starting the
climb.
The total raised for charity last year amounted to over £55,000 a record sum.
Let us make sure that the Sunbeam club is well represented once again in 2014
Web: www.kophillclimb.info
Barry Brown.
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A message left over from Christmas

Jenny and Baz

Our older members may be interested to hear that over the past few years we have been
exchanging Christmas cards with Gladys Noble and her daughter Val.
The late Sid Noble was our membership secretary many years ago. The following message
this year from Val and Glad’s card was
“Mum is still doing OK at 95 years old and still living on her own. She would love to still ride
pillion on the back of a motorbike. She’s as spritely as ever”

We’re very grateful to Tim for giving us his off the cuff comments as well as showing his
prized replicas.

There’s all kinds of medicine, but motorcycling is one of them.

Club Nights at Chiddingly

Baz Staple

These are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, Tel: 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142 Food is available.
Future Dates
6th February
Eric Patterson, current holder AMA land speed record in a 1350cc vintage class will give a
slide show and talk. Eric is Ascot’s answer to Burt Munro. He also intends to bring along one
of his fast bikes – 8pm.
6th March
Turn out your sheds and garages for a Club Bring and Buy – 8pm Tim Penn is the auctioneer.
3rd April
John Buckingham will bring along a collection of miniature sleeve valve engines and run some
of them outside, as well as showing one with the head decapitated so that the complicated
sleeve valve arrangement can be appreciated.
May – September will be a repeat of the successful club night runs.
I hope after the Bring and Buy session has been completed on the March night that we
could give each other our recommendations or otherwise of persons or companies offering
restoration services. This perhaps would be helpful and informative. The thought is we could
cover a wide range of specialists and could give good as well as bad recommendations and
experiences. In doing it in this informal way would be better than attempting to put it into print,
especially where the bad is concerned. I’m sure we’ve all built up a preference list but I would
emphasise we should not include names of friends etc who do jobs as favours. We could take
each service in turn and I will draw up a list to try to cover all restoration aspects. Please come
along with your names and contact details, plus pen and paper.
December Club Night: 16mm Film Show
Baz Staple
Four varied old films were shown, including some very early TT’s and Pioneer Run, plus a
compilation of Gaumont British newsreels of many British epics. These have all been shown
before but not all had seen them.
Compared with the care that road race marshals exhibit these days, when one early TT shot
showed an unfortunate fallen rider flat out and unconscious in the road being unceremoniously
dragged backwards by his heels to the side of the track, it produced one of the big laughs of
the night.
Festive fare and greetings were exchanged as usual.
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January Club Night: Tim Eade
Baz Staple
The 2014 club night programme was kicked off with Tim Eade giving us an insight into
his experiences in racing outfits in the Isle of Man TT. He builds his own outfits, including
experimentation with new ideas, but stressed that on the island thorough concentration on
preparation is essential; since the stresses on the machinery is so much more over the Isle
of Man course which bears no resemblance to either short circuit racing or other international
circuits. He regaled us with his experiences, both amusing and no so amusing when
breakdowns caused his retirement.

Sunbeam Club News

The Pre 65 Trials Saga

Peter Donaldson

I wrote an article in the last Club News on this subject and received far more feedback than
ever before for something I had written. Most was agreement but there were two people who
added to what I had written.
Colin Hedges rang to say that he rode through that formative time of the start of recognition
for the Pre 65 Class in Trials, in fact tells me it was first suggested as pre 1964 as a class
and he protested as his ‘bike was a genuine 1964 Matchless, so it was changed to pre 65.
He says he won what was probably the first event which recognised the difference of this
Class. He felt that I had not made it clear enough that the founding of the Class did not
happen overnight. The formative birth pangs were well before the meeting I mentioned at the
Sinclair’s household. At first it was the large 4-strokes that were being catered for in a class
in certain Trials, the lighter ‘bikes were still giving an account of themselves, he said. I agree
with him in principle but do say that in 1970 I rode in the Thames Side Cup Trial in Kent on
a 250cc Greeves and there weren’t many pre-65 ‘bikes in the event. Though I got the last
second class award given that day, my Greeves was the only pre-65 ‘bike in the awards, and
that wouldn’t have been there had it not been very muddy and rained all day and I used to
ride fairly regularly in that neck of the woods. Soon afterwards I got a Bultaco and life became
immeasurably easier. Colin also said that it was a while after that meeting before the Class
came into regular use. Also that different Centres in the Country came to it over a period of
time.
Martin Bell informed me that there is a slightly different approach these days to the Pre-65
Class in the Wessex Centre where he and Colin mostly ride these days with a specials class
for those with ‘bikes much modified, though he agrees some modernisation is accepted.
Martin tells me that one of the Series he rides in have a very simple self choose route
between Start and Finish cards for older riders or older uncompetitive machines. He has some
interesting ideas for discussion when he and I get together next, which could perhaps see
something more in line with Peter Higgs plea in the April/May Club News.

New Members

Peter Donaldson

Please give the following New Members to the Club a warm welcome:Jessica Bain (Northamptonshire)
David Baldock (Kent)
Mathew Erwood (Bedfordshire)
John Grew (Derbyshire)
David Jolley (Northamptonshire)
February - March 2014

Andrew Reid (Essex)
Dave Richman (Middlesex)
Rory Sinclair (Yorkshire)
Sandra Smith (Sussex)
Philippe Sonst (Belgium)
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Reply to the Pre-65 Trials Saga

Dave Blanchard

the Bultacos. Progress has now shown us that the Bultaco twin shocks have also become
uncompetitive when compared to the latest mono shock bikes. So, what goes around comes
around! It’s all down to modernisation and factory development because that is exactly what
competition is all about. Isn’t it?
A new rider will hopefully improve over the years and get better at it. He will find the limits of
his bike and then look for something more competitive, or alternately modify his Pre-65 bike
to improve his performance.
If British trials bikes were strictly limited to what the factory produced back then, then we
would probably have to parade them, just like some classic road racers do nowadays. Where
is the excitement in that! It’s pleasurable no doubt and I wouldn’t mind having a go if someone
will lend me a bog standard Manx Norton, but it’s not competition as we know it, is it?
I ride in the Girder fork class which is now very depleted of entries. I take pleasure in
hammering the old bike around the sections, initially to beat others in my class if possible, but
also to beat those wily old COCs that set sections and try to take marks from us sportsmen.
There is no better motorcycle sport than trials riding on an old British Bike! So Peter Higgs,
you must persevere, because the enjoyment and rewards are high! Even though, at times it
can be a bit of a struggle.
Works Ariels were actually ridden by Gods! How do I know this? Because at Brands Hatch
Festival of 1000 Bikes some years back I had a brief ride on GOV 130 in swinging arm form.
The weight and drop in steering of that bike was frightening! Yes I know that works bikes had
all the best bits removed before the factory sold them, but even so I could not have coped
with it and would have retired from trials riding after one event if I had owned it then.

The influx of the Bultaco in the sixties virtually made British Bikes uncompetitive overnight.
Such was their exceptional performance and lighter weight, they turned average club riders
(who could afford them) into winners, or at least it upped their game and put them in the
awards, possibly for the first time in their trials riding life.
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On occasions though, those old British bikes with a good rider on board have beaten

Have fun Peter whilst giving the spectators the pleasure of seeing and hearing those
nostalgic memories in full flight.

MO

You must remember that heavy old trials irons share the same venue as the more capable
modern bikes. Therefore they will also share some of the sections with possibly a few
deviation cards to ease their progress. This does not mean it is dangerous for the older bikes
attempting those sections, it is just harder and more points will be lost. Those older bikes
are more often ridden by the older rider anyway and these old boys are sometimes more
experienced in their years of riding. So don’t pick a factory spec Pre-65 bike to start your trials
riding career on in the 21st century!

Don’t give up Peter Higgs, just ride your ‘preferred’ standard trials motorcycle. Choose your
events carefully and don’t be ashamed to ask the observer for a 5 because the section is too
daunting for you.

B

The loss of roadwork in trials and the trend towards pocket handkerchief sections spread
over two fields or even less, is enough to make the standard spec heavyweight bike rider want
to give up riding anyway. So modify it to keep going!

I didn’t start riding trials until after other younger riders had already made their now
household names, but I loved it so much that I hoped to keep on competing until I was 60.
I am now 67 and hoping to keep going until I am 75. If I have to buy a trick Tiger Cub or
Bantam in the future to keep competing, then so be it! Such are the rewards to be gained from
competitive trials riding.

LU

As Peter Donaldson stated, this non originality/modified trend should have been nipped in
the bud a few decades ago, with sensible limits for minor modifications allowed. But it is far
too late now! If suspension frame and engine mod’s had been seriously curtailed back then,
I believe that Pre-65 trials would have died a long time ago.

R

C

I am in agreeance with Peter Donaldson’s comprehensive response to Peter Higgs letter
about Pre-65 trials bikes and trying to keep them as per manufacturer’s specifications.

I have always been in favour of letting riders of those old temperamental Villiers powered
trials irons fit electronic ignition and Japanese carburettors. The times I have seen riders
kicking away in desperation at the start of a trial, but to no avail! Or maybe when the coil
warms up the bike just stops and so does all the fun. What do they do? They go home and
buy a modern bike and another Pre-65 rider bites the dust! We don’t want that, do we?

Ɣ

Dave Blanchard competing in the 2005 Arbuthnot trial in Wiltshire,
aboard his 1938 Ariel Red Hunter Special, (modified!).
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The Story of the
Pioneer Run®
1930 – 2014

Pinhard Trophy 2013 Winner: Joe Francis

Tony Lloyd

The London to Brighton for
veteran Motor Cycles
The complete story to date of the Pioneer Run has never been written before 2013. The first
edition of this book, which was published in January of that year, sold out within six months.
The club has now published the second edition and it will be on sale at both Epsom in the
start paddock, and at Madeira Drive in the club marquee in the Finishing enclosure. There are
various good reasons for this second edition –
•

The first edition sold out quickly and left many disappointed potential purchasers.

•

The 2013 event had to be cancelled so that effectively the 2014 Pioneer will be the
75th Run, of an event which commenced in 1930, therefore the new edition is amended
throughout in this respect.

•

As a result of the first edition, further information from readers and other sources have
come to light, so that there is now further detail included and one extra chapter. This
concerns the extra work caused by the cancellation to the organiser, plus a first-hand
report by an intrepid rider who actually made it unofficially to Brighton on that extreme
weather day. There are also extensions to some other chapters

•

The alphabetical list of makes on the Register is also improved and updated with the 30
plus machines which have successfully added to the Register during 2013

•

The second edition, like the first, will be limited in quantity and with pre-orders in hand it is
expected to sell quickly. The club has received very good reports on the first edition since
it is not only a report on old motor cycles, or ‘old crocks’ as they were initially called, but it
is also a comment on social history and on how attitudes and appreciation has changed
in the old vehicle movement since 1930. The Pioneer has grown and grown as people
enjoy the whole plethora of finding, restoring, research and riding these ancient machines
of any make, the youngest of which will be 100 years old in 2014.

The book is in A4 size, over 250 pages with some 200 photographs, old and new, in sepia
and colour.
Price £25.00 (P&P UK £8.00, P&P EU £10.00)
Worldwide P&P on request
Cash or Sterling cheques only – cheques made out to Sunbeam MCC Ltd.
From Baz Staple, 18 Chieveley Drive, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5HQ
jennybaz.staple@gmail.com

This year’s winner is Joe Francis, who having only just turned 16 is British Moto3 and
Motostar Champion. Joe already has nine motorcycle racing titles to his name.
On being told of his success, Joe said “I am very proud to be chosen to receive the Pinhard
Trophy, it's an honour and a privilege to have my name alongside such Great British Riders.
Thank you very much to everyone for giving me this award; it’s the perfect end to a perfect
season. Thank you again for such a great award I can't believe it.”
Joe faced stiff competition and voting was extremely close. Joint Runners-up were Brad
Freeman, Enduro and Zach Wajtknecht who competes in Grass Track and Speedway. Hard
on their heels was Connor Smith, a quad racer. This was our first entry from that branch of
the sport and we hope others will be encouraged to enter as a result. Unfortunately, Connor
succumbed to injuries racing in Italy two weeks before judging. The President, Chairman,
Board and members of Sunbeam MCC pass their sincere condolences to Connor’s parents,
family and friends.
This year’s entry was most encouraging. We had eight very worthy entrants but unfortunately
one was nowhere near complete enough. His sponsor was chased but was unable to help;
we’ll contact the entrant again next year.
The Pinhard is one of the UK’s most prestigious awards, the giant three-gallon cup having
been presented since 1950 to the best Under-21 year old sporting motorcyclist competing
under ACU or SACU jurisdiction. Interest in the Pinhard is stronger than ever and competition
is keen amongst young sportsmen-and-women to see their name on the trophy.
Previous winners are a list of motorcycling greats over the last 60 years who have excelled
in all spheres of the sport including Mike Hailwood, Jeff Smith, Brian Martin, Roy Peplow, Dan
Shorey, Scott Ellis, Alexz Wigg and a host of others who have gone on to be national
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and international household names.
Presentation of the Trophy will be at the ACU Awards Dinner on 25th January and we
always get top billing in the list of prizes.
The Sunbeam MCC awards the trophy in memory of Frederick William Pinhard who died in
1948 whilst serving as Secretary of the Club.

Henderson’s relish continues to this day (www.hendersonsrelish.com). There must be a moral
in that somewhere!
References: www.gracesguide.co.uk www.sheffieldhistory.co.uk
Kelham Island Museum, Alma Street, Sheffield
The British Motorcycle Directory, The Crowood Press, 2004, ISBN 1 86126 674 X

Judges were editors of leading motorcycle periodicals, General Secretary of the ACU together
with Ian McGill and Joan Westbrook, nominated by The Sunbeam MCC.

Obscure Makes: The Sheffield Henderson

John Hodson

Towards the end of
the 19th century Mr
Henry Henderson of
Sheffield started to
manufacture a fruity
and
spicy
sauce
known as Henderson’s
Relish. As far as I am
aware there is no
connection between
the sauce and the
Sheffield Henderson
motor cycle, so why
mention it here?
Some years later, near the end of 1919, Mr Leonard B Henderson an aeronautical engineer
announced the Sheffield Henderson motor cycle. Henderson’s had already built up a good
reputation for the manufacture of sidecars. In 1920 production of motor cycles started at
Henderson Motors Limited, Aero Works, 73, Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield.

Geoff Hayes – a Letter from Japan

Dave Masters

It was on Boxing Day 2003 that we lost our dear friend Geoff Hayes to the MRSA virus,
contracted whilst recovering from the amputation of his leg. Geoff was seriously injured on
his way home one evening on his Trusty Triumph. A modern biker coming the other way cut a
bend resulting in both riders’ legs clashing with subsequent similar results.
Geoff’s daughter asked if I wanted anything in memory of their father and I asked to
photocopy a very special letter from Japan to him, together with the four related photos.
In the 1980’s Geoff was a tutor at Merton College, South London, and he and his students
were asked to revive the 1899 Stanley Steamer car held by the Science Museum in order to
get it running for the 1985 Veteran Car Run. Geoff and his students did restore it in time, and
the illustrious man from Japan who paid for the revival came to the UK to drive the Stanley in
the London to Brighton.
That man was Soichiro Honda, and on 3rd November 1985 his dream came true as he sat
in the driving seat wearing a Scottish Tam O’Shanter waggling the crude steering tiller during
the epic journey!
Soichiro Honda wrote to Geoff on his return to Japan, and I enclose a copy of that letter
with the delightful message it contained. That bushy beard that Geoff sported had not gone
unnoticed by Mr Honda.

The first Sheffield Henderson was a 3hp two-stroke model using an engine they designed
themselves with a two-speed gear chain-cum-belt transmission. The double tubed girder forks
were also of their own design. Later in 1920 a 500cc motor cycle with a Blackburne side-valve
engine, Sturmey Archer three-speed gearbox, all chain drive and automatic oiling system was
available. The range of machines produced was further extended to include side-valve or
overhead-valve models equipped with Blackburne or Bradshaw engines and use was made
of a three-speed Burman gearbox.
In 1921 a new model with a 350cc ohv Blackburne engine was available; in 1922 this model
was sold for £110 with a guarantee that it was capable of at least 70mph. A sporting outfit
powered by a 545cc Blackburne engine and using a streamlined sidecar was also produced
in 1922. By 1922 the company had London agents in the form of the Allen Bennett Motor
Company Ltd, Croydon.
Some of the Sheffield Henderson motor cycles were considered to be ideally suited for
sidecar work, which was convenient, as Henderson’s continued to make sidecars. The
company gained a good reputation in speed events and claimed several world records in the
250cc class. Mr W D Marchant, riding the firm’s 2.5hp ohv model, claimed the 5 and10 mile
speed records. In 1922, Earnest Searle entered the Isle of Man TT on a Sheffield Henderson
but failed to finish in both the junior and senior races.
In 1923 production of Sheffield Henderson motorcycles ceased, but production of
18
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Geoff Hayes and Soichiro Honda with the 1899 Stanley in 1985
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Letter dated 14 November 1985 from Soichiro Honda to Geoff Hayes

VERRALLS
(Handcross) Ltd.

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC
and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED
We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny
farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

We always have on display a range of machines at our
showrooms below:
The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Telephone: 01444 400 678

Fax: 01444 401 111

Website: www.verralls.com
20
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Laurie Fenton and Wooler : Part 1

Dennis Brown

Having spent well over 3500 hours (and still rising) covering Wooler history I will answer
most of your questions regarding Wooler. I have included text excluding some names and
photographic evidence (cropped), as I am not putting all my cards on the table. My history
starts in 1882 with Jonathan (known as John) Wooler’s birth and runs to the death of his son
Ronald in 1980.
Laurie Fenton.
In my research I first noticed that Laurie worked with John and Ron Wooler in 1948 on the
four-cylinder beam engine. He then continued with the flat-four from 1952 to 1956. This work
was carried out after normal working hours. A club member at my local V.M.C.C. section used
to get paid overtime for delivering aluminium castings to Willow bungalow, West End Road,
Ruislip, Middlesex, after 17.30 hours.
During this time showing his enthusiasm, Laurie got round John Wooler to allow him to get
the old (1909?) two stroke out from under wraps and bring it back to life.
The first Pioneer run made by this machine was on Sunday March 19th 1950. It is important
to make it quite clear that Laurie did not own the machine. The machine at this point was
listed as 1909, but in 1909 it was only a drawing. It was listed 1909 for all the Pioneer Runs
up to 1965. By this time someone must have been aware of some information that I know. The
machine must have been questioned as to its correct date. Then it was listed as 1912 in 1967
(are we getting there). In 1977 a friend of mine through the research actually pushed Laurie
on the machine at the start. When Laurie filled out the entry form he must have forgotten that
he had listed the machine as 1912 previously. For he now listed the machine back to 1911.
This was also the same for the 46th Pioneer run in 1983 when Laurie rode the machine for
the last time at the age of 80.
I would have thought Laurie still had the machine until his death, as John Wooler senior
loaned him the machine until his death. The machine was then to be returned to the Wooler
Estate. Therefore I think you will find that Roy Pembroke rode the machine with Laurie’s
permission. In the 48th 1985 run Roy Pembroke’s entry shows he was from Oxford and
belonged to the BMW club.
The Laurie Fenton cup is awarded each year for the greatest age difference, bike and rider
that completes the run before 1300 hrs. The first entry I have of this award being presented
is in 1989. Laurie Fenton died in 1986.
Now for the 1909(?) Wooler 2 stroke
The first Wooler motorcycle was shown at The Olympia Show in 1911. Wooler was using the
Nye stand 62, which was in the annex. The machine was far from being complete. The engine
didn’t have a sump of a reasonable capacity, and the induction from the Amac carburettor to
the compressor piston was very long. It was placed behind the magneto.
Wilkinson Sword
Most people know that in 1900 The Wilkinson Sword Company made over 5000 products,
including bayonets, swords, cut-throat razors etc, plus the NEW Wilkinson Sword Safety
Razor was introduced.
But did they know that in 1903 one of John Wooler’s sisters married the son of Eliza, nee
Wilkinson. It is also known to a few of us that Charles Wooler, John Wooler’s younger brother
worked for Wilkinson Sword.
At this time, Charles would have been 18 years of age. Could this have been the
22
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introduction to the Wilkinson family that got him the job with this company? He also worked on
the Wilkinson family boat on the River Thames. The knowledge learnt working for Wilkinson
could have taught him useful skills that later was to help him and his brother Jonathan in
producing a small two stroke which they and one other person got working on in 1909 and was
patented in 1911. This could have also forged the link with Wilkinson Sword to manufacture
the Wooler machine in 1912.
Charles Wooler did not work for the company in 1914. He worked at Wooler Engineering
Company Ltd of Old Oak Common Lane, Willesden Junction, London N.W. His position was
workshop manager. This position was also held at the new Alperton factory. He finished full
time work on the marque in 1923.
The Wilkinson Wooler (1912)
Wilkinson T.M.C. Co. (dept. B). Oakley Works, Southfield Road, Acton. LONDON.
Motor Cycling 5th November 1912 shows an advertisement for the Wilkinson T.M.C. It had no
mention that it was making a Wooler machine.
Motor Cycling 19th November 1912 ‘At Olympia’. The incomplete Wilkinson Wooler
Lightweight was on display. The notes indicated that the reporter did not understand the
correct operation and relationship between the carburettor, displacer piston and the main
piston. Two atmospherically operated poppet valves were used between the carburettor
flange and the combustion chamber. The first was between the carburettor and the displacer
piston. This was to stop petrol air mixture being pushed back out through the carburettor. The
second was between the transfer pipe and the combustion chamber. This valve was also
operated by the decompressor lever when necessary. The reporter also stated that it was a
high revving machine; it could spin freely up to 4500 rpm.
The main differences to the rest of the machine were that the fuel tank had been extended.
It was made in two halves split down the middle. The halves were bolted together at the edges
and a ‘U’ copper tube with unions joined the tanks underneath.
Changes to the engine included moving the carburettor in front of the magneto, some 4
inches from its original position. A true sump was evident for the first time. This I have found
caused the company a large financial headache. By deduction it transpires that a batch (say
20 castings) were initially ordered to keep the unit price down. But, due to a drawing office
error, the drawings showed the engine bolted to the front end of the sump, but it should
have been bolted to the top. This error was not discovered until after order had arrived. This
made the engine 4” longer than intended and for this reason the machine has a very long
wheelbase.
One must assume that the problem happened at Wilkinson Wooler as the evidence is seen
on the photo of their incomplete machine. The mistake could have been very costly; many
frames could have been made before the problem was found and these would have to be
scrapped. The tank would have been lengthened to help hide the mistake. This was possible
by putting the carburettor in front of the magneto, the induction pipe would then be clear of
the lengthened tank.
The Wilkinson Wooler agreement came to an end in the first half of 1913, the reason is
unknown.
The Motor Cycle July 3rd 1913 covered ‘Progress at the T.M.C. Works.’ It covered the new
7-9 h.p. motor bicycle designed for sidecar work. The company was also busy manufacturing
cycle cars. Modifications included the fitting of Claudel carburettors to both machines. On the
car the valves were now totally enclosed and to cut down noise fibre-ended tappets were
fitted. Perhaps the company had more than enough work of their own without Wooler. 
23
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But lack of profitability must have featured high on the list, as Wilkinson Sword carried on
making motorcycles until late 1915.
Early 1913
It was at this time that one of John Wooler’s old acquaintances at Napier, ‘B’ a draughtsman
who now was the Works Progress Clark at the ‘Sheffield Simplex’ car factory at Tinsley,
introduced a work colleague to John. This man saw the machine to completion and to the
first road test. He was also responsible for most of the design and finance of a new factory in
Alperton before it went plc.
THE WOOLER ENGINEERING CO. Registered Office 455 Strand London,
HARROW WORKS.
John Wooler at this time knew that the time spent in Harrow was going to be short. For he now
had a new business associate with very good engineering and business background. This
person also had finance to expand the business. The new partner was one John Francis Hull.
John Hull completed his apprenticeship at: Bryant Simons, Precision Engineers, Finchley.
Whilst at Sheffield Simplex, John Hull held the following positions: jig and tool draughtsman,
the works superintendent, William Shackleton’s personal assistant, and finally manager of the
hardening and heat treatment department.
It was in the workshop at Harrow that the first Wooler 2-stroke was fully completed in
November 1913. It still had a few problems to be ironed out.

of the original patented frame never went into production.
To be continued.

NEED A FERRY CROSSING TO EUROPE
Contact Julie at Sport Travel Solutions
We guarantee an Excellent Service and Competitive Fares
with all of the Ferry Operators Including P&O Ferries
Telephone: 01670 712055
Email: juliewarnes@aol.com
Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net
SPECIAL FARES FOR
SUNBEAM MEMBERS

As usual the machine arrived late for the show at Olympia. The short write-up with a
diagram and picture to describe the machine appeared in The Motor Cycle December 4th
1913.

The Motor Cycle December 4th 1913 The two-stroke Wooler in its latest form.

By early 1914 thanks to John Hull, the machine was fitted with the more conventional rear
end. The top arms were replaced with a more conventional diagonal from the top of the seat
tube to the rear damper. The main problem was the high bending movement on the two
parallel arms each side going to the back wheel. This was magnified due to the excessive
wheelbase. It was at this time that the belt guard was introduced. For this reason the layout
24
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Members Advertisements

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members, and can repeat
free for several issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your requirements.
Please include your membership number with your advertisement and note that free
advertising does not included business advertising.
Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
WANTED
Villiers single or double lever carburetter as fitted to 1930's 250cc Villiers engine or a Villiers
type 3/4 or type 4/5 carburetter.
John Hodson 01322 524567 johnh587@googlemail.com 02/14
Raleigh 350cc OHV parts wanted: small bits to basket case 1925-27.
Tel. Richard, 01282 612315 02/14

FOR SALE
1913 500cc Rover (dismantled) for restoration, comprising the following: Main frame
diamond (excellent condition) no. S 38650, engine no. 3281 and most of another engine,
magneto, wheels, rear carrier, silencer (cast aluminium), engine plates, mag. drive,
carburetter, handlebars, saddle etc. and a box of smaller parts. These belonged to Bill
Rose, well known Rover Pioneer Run entrant in the 1950's/ 1960's. All parts appear to be
very sound. £3,000.
Geoff Morris, 33 Cowper Gardens, Wallington, Surrey, SM6 9RN .
Tel: 0208 669 2812 02/14
Speedo head from a Sunbeam model 95R. geoffreygardner@rocketmail.com 06/13

Brooks Veteran era B9 or B10 saddle. On behalf of friend who is building a stunning 1909
motorcycle racer, I am looking for a Brooks saddle of the 1907/09 era, specifically a Brooks
B9 or B10. If anyone can help then please get in touch.
paulg@go-faster.com or 07776 140245. 02/14
Wanted: a veteran motorcycle with a clutch to use on the Pioneer Run. Would like an
original unrestored bike solo or outfit single or a v-twin, could collect after the next Pioneer
Run.
Tel 01257 271005 or email andrew185@btinternet.com 02/14
New old stock or good second-hand 650 x 65 (26” x 2½”) tyres. These tyres fit a 21” rim,
unlike the present day Ensign 26” x 2½” which fit a 225/8” rim. Durandal made this size a
few years ago and would be ideal. Please look around and see what you have – this is the
only size that will suit.
John Kidd 02843 751402 johndkidd@btinternet.com 04/13
Private individual wishes to purchase a solo Pioneer certificated machine to ride. Anything
considered, complete, non-runner or stalled project. Tel Laurie 01582 842337 (Beds) 04/13
Veteran Triumph frame or frame parts wanted. Ideally I am looking for a 1914 frame or
frame parts in any condition to start a 1914 TT bike project. Even a rusty wreck could be
re-tubed so anything considered! Paul 07776 140245 or paulg@go-faster.com 04/13
Veteran V Twin Royal Enfield or similar machine with a clutch and a pioneer cert to use in
the Pioneer Run.
Please ring 01257 271005 or email andrew185@btinternet.com (Lancs) 04/13
Sidecar fittings for Sunbeam 1924 Model 7, especially the front top frame clamp, plus
saddle. Also, a magneto chain cover and gearbox sprocket for 1932 Lion.
Contact Mike on 07919 666818 or email mikecllc@hotmail.com 04/13
Still looking for 1929 Matchless Model X engine, engine number starts X1. Have later X2
engine to swap. Julie Diplock, Kent. sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk or 01797 344277. 04/13
An early APMC badge in good condition please.
Richard Mummery 01227 751751 or sheila.mummery@sky.com 10/13
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Blackburne ohv engine parts 1925-1927 CJ, CK, especially horizontal magneto chaincase
inner and outer with Blackburne script. Have swaps. Any Blackburne or Rex Acme items
are of interest.1920's rolling chassis or frame/forks to take Blackburne engine; Zenith, OEC,
Chater Lea.
Brian Thorby 01356 622468 brithorby40@gmail.com 12/13
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B.S.A. pre WWII and WWI spares including 1915 and 1916 frames, engines of same period.
Also early 1920’s V-Twin gearboxes, V-Twin barrels and other items for Flat Tankers, also
B.S.A. Sloper Fly wheels, Engine parts and Clutch’s. Last but not least Sloper 4-Speed
gearboxes. Most of these items have been stored away for many a year.
If interested give me a call on 01480 469612 Ian Monk (Glos) 04/13
1938 Sunbeam A 26, believed to be quite rare. £12,000
01536 511532 spares@jampot.com 04/13
White & Poppe 1905 427cc solo. Single speed. Pioneer registered. Very good history
back to 1907. Photo in Daily Mail 1927. Quick for a veteran. Finished the last 20+ Pioneer
Runs, even got a letter for going too fast last year! With most of spare engine. Second
owner since 1950. You will not find another like it. Selling because I have too many running
motorcycles. £25,000.
Alex Taylor. 01235 553574 alex.taylor574@btinternet.com 02/14
Clyde veteran 1902 motorcycle, virtually complete for restoration, unregistered but with
Pioneer Certificate. Original Simms engine accompanies bike, but currently has a similar
Simms/Clyde engine fitted, both engines with low tension magnetos and carburettors. £9500
Malcolm Atkins 01235 815678. malcolatk@aol.com Didcot. 10/13
BSA H2 500cc. 1921 combination with contemporary BSA chair, stored and SORN for
several years, older restoration, upgraded to 21” wheels and drum brakes, has original
parts to return bike to 1921 specification including beaded edge wheels, plus spare cylinder,
gearbox and other parts. £6750
Malcolm Atkins 01235 815678. malcolatk@aol.com Didcot. 10/13
Blackburne 1930 FEB 550cc side valve engine parts. Cylinder/Valves, very good except ex
stub needs repair. C.I.Piston/G.Pin/rings excellent in bore. Drive-side crankcase. 1928/1929
Blackburne skew-gear timing cover (shield shape).
Brian Thorby 01356 622468 brithorby40@gmail.com 12/13
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Topical Humour

by Rastas

Off the Saddle

Peter Donaldson

Joan Westbrook rode the Sidcup Club’s Jack Thompson Pre-65 Trial in fine weather on 1st
December and managed to finish. I spoke with her after the event and she was a very tired
but truly elated person. Already at that point she had set her next objective as to ride in the
Talmag Trial the last weekend of January. Joan had some wonderful support at the Jack
Thompson from a lady rider, Karen Shave, who retired from active Trials riding about seven
years ago, but dug out some gear and rode along with Joan. Also from Dennis Fleet, secretary
of our associate club Bexleyheath and a member of our Club. Dennis is a very regular Trials
rider despite being well into his seventies; he won the Clubman’s route in our Greybeard Trial
back in September. Dennis got the organisers permission to ride along with Joan and check
out the sections for her and offer any advice if needed. Plus a very fit family of father and
two teenagers who ran along with her and were there at each section to give her that extra
support. The response to her request for sponsorship to Cancer Research UK was fantastic
and there is a letter on the letters page with some details. Joan rode the Blue route in the
4-stroke unit construction sprung frame class, loosing just six marks of which I heard five were
on the very last section where she was so tired she could no longer fight the bike through,
this put her 5th in class of 11 finishers. Gordon Smith of our Club was 6th in that class just
one mark behind. Several other of our members were riding including Brian Humphries on
his 500cc Matchless in the rigid rear class who came 5th in Class with Bernard Rodemark in
3rd position and Chris Brown in 4th position. In the Girder Class Dave Blanchard came in 3rd,
ahead of 4th man George Smith (who will be competing in the Pioneer Run in March), Paul
Casling must have been pig sick as they say, he lost no marks on the 2-stroke white route but
came in 4th as the three above him, also on zero, made better special tests. Mike Holloway
on his AJS outfit with Debbie Merrell in the chair managed 22 sections before having to retire.
They all gave the event the thumbs up. I was observing and saw many a happy face through
my section.
Our Mike Holloway completed the two last rounds of the Sammy Miller Series and has won
the rigid rear Class in this annual Championship again. That is absolutely tremendous when
you remember that he has been suffering badly all year with his left knee and is now booked
for an operation. He hasn’t decided whether to compete in that Championship next year yet.
Mike has agreed to host the Gingerbread and Greybeards trials, which take place on the last
weekend of August at his ground at Horsmonden, and to be the Clerk of the Course with yours
truly Secretary to the two events.
Club Members Chris Brown and Ian Watkins rode the time honoured Exeter Long Distance
Trial, one of the Country’s oldest Trials and not for the faint hearted. Chris was on his faithful
‘50s Royal Enfield and Ian on a BSA Bantam, would you believe! They rode from home,
Ian from West Sussex and Chris from Surrey, down to the start at Popham Airfield. They
competed in the Trial overnight and through the next day down into Devon using many old
unmade roads and tracks en route with observation and time checks. They had an overnight
kip the following night and then rode home from Devon. That’s what I mean by not for the
faint hearted, especially in January. Well done Ian who picked up a Silver award, and that
on a Bantam! Chris was saying that in heavy rain he got a bit unhinged on three of the night
Sections, so not a Gold this year to join his collection and his Bus Pass!
Neil Sinclair has come back into riding again and is doing well. We will have him supporting
Paul Casling this coming season in the Star Group with others of us from time to time.
Hopefully we will start to move up the annual Championship Table. Paul picked up 3rd position
in the Pre-67 Class last year and did not get out to every round.
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the laughter and the fear. Mind you like others of his ilk he should have been certified.
Two days later went to our Chairman’s Lunch at Shipley Bridge, as always this is a convivial
event and the chance to have a good relaxed natter away from motorbikes, the food wasn’t
bad either.

“Ixion” of The Motor Cycle:

The Fiery Wheel

The First Motor Cycle Diarist
The Life and Times of
Canon Basil H Davies BA

by Dave Masters.
Containing around 200 images and 180 A4
pages. Limited print run: £18 plus £4 P&P

Order from: Dave Masters
6 Fairlight Close, Bexhill on Sea,
East Sussex TN40 2PT
01424 211873
maggirose@hotmail.com

Ross Danby, winner of the Southern Experts, being presented with the Trophy by Brian Bonney.
Photo by Brian Ayres.

Our Club is running the February round of the Star Group Championship this year on the
9th at Bagshot Heath North. The North Kent Trials Group is not running an event that day so
we have invited them along to ride under our Club, which we hope with swell the entry though
won’t help our Championship position as we don’t gain points on the day we run the event.
However, on the same day the sponsored Surrey Trials Championship is being run not far
away at Hook Woods, this is a one event Championship open to all. There is a full page advert
with picture on the facing page to our half page entry details for our event. This is all very
naughty as the second Sunday of the month is traditionally Group events day and no Open
Trials should be run on that day. We could suffer both on entries and available observers, so
anyone able to help us with our event please contact Neil Sinclair, details on front leaf of this
News. We have complained bitterly and there will be an investigation, but the damage is done,
as they say.

South of England

South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

Ashford Classic Motorcycle Show: Easter Mon 21st April
Ashford Market, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent TN24 0HB. 1 mile South M20 J10

Romney Marsh Classic Events
at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD

Bikejumble: 10 am Sunday 25th May
Classic Show & Bikejumble: 10am Sun 29th June
Bikejumble: 10am Sunday 21st Sept

We ran the Southern Experts Trial in December with Chris Mawer at the helm, and it went
off very well. There should be a report on it elsewhere in the Club News. We got good publicity
and praise for the event in the Motorcycle Sporting Press plus two pages of pictures and the
results in the Sporting Motorcyclist. Well done Chris.

South of England
Classic SuperBike Show
10am Sunday 27th July

We are most sad to hear that John Waghorn, our Pioneer Registrar, is very ill. John is the
backbone of our Pioneer Register and a very nice bloke. John we are thinking of you. I also
heard that Chris Mawer and Brian Bonny are in the clutches of the medical fraternity, we wish
them well.
Me, I have been to the quack with my right knee and have a cartilage problem. I have been
resting it, so no riding and am ok now getting up and down stairs and out of the pain that
dampened Christmas, but not walking distances and have still to try it out on a cross country
‘bike. I’m not a tough ‘un like our Mike and his sister Joan!
Thursday 2nd January we had a Club Night at the Six Bells and a talk by ex-sidecar racer
Tim Eade. He was a very interesting character and though not one who rambled on, he was a
raconteur who had 20 years of top class racing and could make you feel you were there with
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Show Sunday 30th March

South of England Showground,
Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

South of England

Show Sunday 12th October

South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL
ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE

01797 344277
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From the Archive - The Cyclist 23 April 1902

Are You Reading Someone Else’s Sunbeam News?

Editor's Note: First time I've seen the word 'twencent', presumably a concatenation of Twentieth Century.

Why not join the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club yourself? Visit our website www.sunbeammcc.co.uk to download entry forms. You will then enjoy all the benefits of membership such
as a range of motor cycle and trials events suited to your type of motor cycle including
the Pioneer® Run, a friendly and helpful membership, Club Nights, Club Regalia and an
interesting Club News containing classified advertising for buying or selling those rare parts or
machines. Having your own copy of the News you won’t miss that rare part or bike in the For
Sale small ads. Discounted insurance, breakdown cover, ferry services, tyres and lubricants
are also available.

To all Collectors of Pioneer Programmes

Baz Staple

The club has a large stock of surplus Pioneer programmes, a few going back to 1950 and the
late 1940’s. Complete copies available 1960 to present day.
These can be sent or collected for a modest donation to club funds and postage, contact Baz
Staple, details inside front cover.

All Sunbeam Club members are invited to

The Sixth Golden Era Run
Organised by the North East Section of the VMCC

Bank Holiday Monday August 25th 2014
An event for all Pre-1931 motorcycles and three-wheelers starting from the Yorkshire Air Museum, Elvington, nr York.
Bring your Pioneer or Banbury Runner for an outing on quiet
roads in the beautiful countryside of the Vale of York and the
adjacent Wolds, finishing up with a slap-up lunch in the
NAAFI. We promise a friendly welcome with the added
attraction of a fly-past by a battle-of-Britain aircraft being
highly probable. We offer a choice of circular routes:
Flat: approximately 30 miles, suitable for even the earliest
single-speed machines and Hilly: a much more challenging
run of 60 miles for those who relish a hill or two.
Advance entry essential. Sorry, no entries on the day! Info
and entry forms from: David Town, Stable Yard, Cross Lane,
Bingley BD16 4LN
davidjtown@tiscali.co.uk or www.VMCC.net , NE Section

Photo : Brian Flannery

Visit our website: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR 2014

Sunbeam Club Regalia

Visit our website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk to download Entry Forms.
9th February 10:30am Gordon Jackson Trial

Bagshot, Surrey.

Star Group

Contact - Neil Sinclair sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk (07885 660939)

1st March

Contact - Ian McGill (01293-771446)

Annual General Meeting

Peacock Lodge, New Chapel, Closed to
Surrey, 2 pm
Club

13th April

75th Pioneer Run®

Epsom-Brighton

9th-13th May

Warwickshire Weekend

Kings Coughton, Warks

11th May

4th Ixion Cavalcade

Bexhill on Sea, Sussex

25th May

22nd Conyboro Run

Chiddingly, Sussex

1st June

20th Rose of the Shires Run Stoke Bruerne
Northants

Contact - Ian McGill acsociable1@sky.com (01293-771446)

Pre 1915

Contact - Jenny Staple jennybaz.staple@gmail.com (01892-535671)
Contact - Dave Masters (01424-211873)

Contact - Charlie Smith (07802-468109)

31st Welsh Week

13th July

28th Garden of England Run Headcorn, Kent

20th July

4th Bangers and Steam

Contact - Colin Bentham (01761-241516)

Aberystwyth

Pre 1940
Girder Forks

Hollycombe, Hants

contact - Neil Sinclair sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk (07885-660939)

10th August

52nd Graham Walker Run

30th August

Pre 1940
Girder Forks

Closed to
Club Pre 1940

Contact - Tony Lloyd aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com (01737-555413)

Contact - Ian McGill acsociable1@sky.com (01293-771446)

Pre 1940

Pre 1931

Contact - Ian Young (01453-810929)

14th – 21st June

Closed to
Club Pre1940

Beaulieu, Hants

One, two, three
or four wheels
Pre 1940
Girder Forks

12 noon Gingerbeards Trial Horsmonden, Kent

Contact - Peter Donaldson peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk (01322-332087)

National

Please send your orders to Peter Donaldson - address on the inside front cover magazine.

Hi-Vis Jerkins

Sizes: 2XL, 3XL

£9 (+p&p £3.00)

Lightweight safety overvests, manufactured to BS EN471 Class 2. In Saturn yellow with 2 band and
brace “Scotchlite” reflective tape lines. They are zip-fronted, have an ID pocket and a small club logo on
the front, a large club logo on the back so now people can see you. Fits over your existing jacket, so
needs to be about 2 sizes up on that size to allow complete freedom of movement

Fleece Jackets

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

£18 (+p&p £6.00)

These high warmth, lightweight, fleece jackets have elasticated cuffs; a full-length zip-fastener and
two pockets. In black and a yellow embroidered Club logo on the left breast. They will fit under most
motorcycle clothing, and should keep you nice and warm whilst working in cold garages, or wandering
around the paddock at a trials meeting. Fantastic quality at a low price

Rugby Shirts

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

£18 (+p&p £3.00)

These are lightweight, warm black “Kustom kit” long-sleeved rugby shirts with embroidered Club logo.
Ideal for those times when short sleeves just won’t do.

Polo Shirts
Quality lightweight
Great casual wear

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL
black

Sweatshirts

polo

shirt

with

embroidered

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

£12.50 (+p&p £3.00)
Club

logo,

short

sleeves.

£16 (+p&p £3.00)

Warm,black, high quality “Fruit of the Loom” sweatshirt with embroidered Club logo. For those extra cold
days, can be worn under your fleece jacket or over one of the rugby shirts. “Snug as a bug in a rug.”

Trials T-Shirts

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

£8.50 (+p&p £3.00)

Lightweight, black, long-sleeved T-shirt with embroidered Club logo. Stylish and smart a la “trials rider”

T-Shirts

Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

£7 (+p&p £3.00)

***NOW ALSO IN YELLOW*** High quality, short-sleeved T-shirt with embroidered Club logo.

Baseball Caps

Sizes: adjustable

£6.50 (+p&p £1.50)

High quality “Beechfield” caps, with embroidered Club logo and a strong fastener / adjuster

31st August

10:30am Greybeards Trial

Horsmonden, Kent

Contact - Peter Donaldson peterdmsc@hotmail.co.uk (01322-332087)

13th September

6th September Challenge

Contact - Alec Thompson (01751-431478)

14th September

7th Constable Run

Contact - Marian Johnson (01255-554828)

28th September

Romney Marsh Rally

North Yorkshire

Pre 1931

Suffolk

Pre 1940

Romney Marsh, Kent

Contact – Julie Diplock Julie_diplock@hotmail.com (01797 344277)

National

Veteran and
Flat-tank

Club Ties

£6.50 (+p&p £1.00)

Dark blue polyester neck tie, with two gold lines. Club logo embroidered on in yellow.

Lapel Badges

£2.50 (inc p&p)

A neat, discreet circular pin badge for lapels or bike jacket pockets

Cloth Badges

£4.00 (+p&p £0.50)

A circular black embroidered yellow badge for blazers and jackets

Vehicle Badges

£7.50 (+p&p £1.00)

Triangular metal vehicle badge with Club logo for bike or car

Sticky Badges

£1 (inc p&p)

Circular, sticky-backed, plastic printed badge in black and gold for your car windows or motorcycle topbox
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Laurie Fenton and Geoff Hayes

Laurie Fenton and Bob Spedborough pictured with The Wooler
on completing the Pioneer Run at Madeira Drive, circa 1983.
Perhaps someone would care to check their 1983 programme
to confirm?

Photos: Roy Pembroke and Julie Diplock

Geoff Haye’s Trusty Triumph, pictured at Salt’s
Farm, Rye. Sporting the latest in automatic selfcleansing head-light technology, note also the
progressive springing, as evidenced by the sticker
just seen on the side of the fork spring. Geoff had
a great sense of humour.

Roy Pembroke and The Wooler, pictured on completion of The Pioneer Run at Madeira Drive, Brighton, in 1984 or 85.

