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Jim Parker, who was Chairman of the ACU from 2004 to 2010, died on 29th July at the age
of 74 years.
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Jim will be remembered as a very proactive leader of the ACU. He will also be remembered
on many other fronts and his chairmanship saw the ACU presence brought down to Centre
and Club level instead of being that organisation living in cuckoo land in far off Rugby.
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This edition of your Club News contains a range of articles and once again I am pleased to
say we have some new contributors. To mention just two of the many items included: John
Waghorn, our Pioneer Registrar, has provided a report of the last Pioneer Dating Committee
Meeting. I am sure that members will be interested to read about the motor cycles being
submitted for Pioneer Registration. Where do they all come from I hear you ask! In his report
John reminds members that only Veterans on the Pioneer Register will be allowed to enter
next year’s Pioneer Run. You have been warned. I hope that these meeting reports will
become a regular feature. Baz Staple has kicked off the first of what might be a series of
articles entitled “Motor Cycles I have Owned”. Why not submit an article on the motor cycles
you have owned and your experiences with them?
Best wishes, John
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Jim Parker

Peter Donaldson

Jim’s personal interest in motorcycling lay in road racing where he was one of the founders
of the 50 Racing Club, which was geared to clubmen entering racing in an inexpensive
way. He went on to found the New Era Racing Club which became one of the major racing
organisations in this Country. He remained New Era Chief Executive until his death. Because
of his position in that club he joined the ACU Road Racing Committee where he was able to
encourage and oversee the future of motorcycle racing and was chairman for 20 years. He
was a senior official at the TT races for nearly 30 years and was appointed to the FIM, where
he joined the Road Racing Commission in 1992, and became Vice President.
Jim was innovative and founded ACU Events Ltd to promote and run big events including
the TT and was managing director until his death. Under him the ACU bought land at
Milton Malsor which is being developed for motor sport. He increased the ACU control and
participation of insurance in motorcycling sport and reintroduced a licensing of trials riders.
He changed the recorded number of ACU members to only those who register for licences
or a £10 affiliation.
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Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo that you
would like to share with the Club?

Send your comments to :
The Editor

(details inside front cover)

Laurie Fenton
In a previous Club News I asked who was Laurie Fenton, he rode a 1911 Wooler in about
ten Pioneer runs in the 70s. I have had no response, so I will try again. His last ride was
in the 46th run, for the 47th and 48th run the Wooler was entered by Roy Pembroke of
High Wycombe, then he moved to Oxford. So who was Roy Pembroke and did he have a
connection with Wooler?
The registration number is H948 and still figures on DVLAs computer, where is that bike?
Over the years it was entered in the Pioneer Run under several different years of manufacture.
My interest is that in 1913 Wilkinson were going to take on the manufacture of Woolers and
there are pictures in the Motor Cycle of the bike to be on display at the Motor Cycle show. I
have a photo of the H948 and it differs from that shown in the Motor Cycle so perhaps a proto
type.
Come on you lot, get the grey matter working and give me some information so I can fill in
a bit more history on Wilkinson/Wooller.
Perhaps those replying could do it through Club News then many will have the advantage
of the information.
Very Best Regards, Richard Mummery.
[Editor’s note: See Graces Guide, http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Category:Motor cycles for some
information on Wooler]

1929 Sunbeam Motorcycle
Hi, I wonder if anyone knows the current owner of Sunbeam motorcycle 1929 registration
YC6479. My grandfather bought it new, I see it is on the DVLA website as registered and
taxed, my phone number is 07860257995 if you can be of any help.
Thank you, Andy Aish.

There will be 36 sections at 10p or 20p or 30p, however there is no set sum, Contact her at
telephone 01424 882162 or email:- pre65plonkers@msn.com
Peter Donaldson

Pioneer Dating Committee Meeting

John Waghorne

This was the first Pioneer Dating Committee meeting to be held this year as applications had
been slow in coming in, and I like to have a reasonable number before I call a meeting.
A total of 13 ‘new’ Veterans were added to the Register- there were none that we turned
down. Most of the applications were from this country plus three from the Continent,
comprising 12 British and four other European motor cycles.
One of these we had not come across before – a Diamant. French Diamant we know about.
(I have a Diamant bicycle of 1900). But this was a German Veteran motor cycle! Made in 1903
and of 300cc. It has the reinforced bicycle type of frame with the engine in the ‘New Werner’
position, and is single speed with direct belt drive. It is the ignition system which is unique
for a Veteran. It is coil ignition but without a battery. A small Eisemann dynamo provides the
power to the coil which causes the plug to spark in the usual way.
There were two Triumphs, one from each end of the Veteran era – late 1914, and 1902.
The 1902 has a Minerva engine and is the earliest that we have seen on the Register, indeed
it is probably the oldest surviving Triumph. The first advertisement to be found for a Triumph
motor cycle is from the ‘The Cycle Trader’ of 6th December 1901. If you should come across
an earlier one, we would be pleased to hear from you.
Three other rarely seen motor cycles were also accepted – a Sparkbrook – a Hazelwood
– and a Velocette ladies model. Continental motor cycles were represented by two Peugeots
(one owned by an Englishman) and a very unusual unrestored French Magnat Debon.
The next meeting of the Pioneer Dating Committee will be held at the end of November or
the first week in December 2013, so that those of you with Veterans that are not yet on the
Pioneer Register will be able to enter next year’s Pioneer Run.
Remember; no Pioneer Number = no ride!

2014 Welsh Week

John Appleton

We now have confirmation from the university of the dates for the 2014 Welsh Week which
are the 14th to the 21st June 2014.
Joan Westbrook

Dear John
Joan Westbrook, who first joined our Club in 1992 and is well known as a very competent
trials rider and a real trials enthusiast, has sadly been suffering from cancer.
Joan has been having a real rough time with attempts to combat the disease. When I saw her
at the Greybeards Trial she had been discharged from hospital just three days previously after
a week there having most unpleasant drugs being pumped into her.

Previous entrants will receive more details around Christmas but if anyone has any
questions please contact me (John Appleton) on 01296 623048 or Colin Bentham on 01761
241516.

Sunbeam MCC Pioneer Run®

2014 Chief Marshal

Ian McGill

Though currently shattered, is very hopeful that she is on the up. She has not been able to
ride her beloved 250cc Trials BSA all this year. But Joan has set herself an objective to ride in
the Jack Thompson Trial at Swanley on Sunday 1st December. She wishes to be sponsored
in this attempt with the proceeds going to Cancer Research. Joan has got the permission
of the organisers to officially be seeking sponsorship for this worthy cause. Would any of
our members wish to back this lovely person in her attempt to ride at so much a section?

Following the retirement of Dick Somers after 25 years service, the event is in need of a Chief
Marshal to act on behalf of the Club at the event finish area on Madeira Drive, Brighton, to
ensure safety and continuity of machine parking and general control in the paddock.
Any member willing to assist with this important task please contact me as soon as possible.
Note the Pioneer Run will take place on the 13th April 2014. It is not a terribly onerous job
and all help will be given with the administrative work if required. There is a small amount
of equipment that requires storage between events. If you can help, please phone me (Ian
McGill Hon: Secretary & Pioneer Run Organiser)on 01293-771446.
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Warwickshire Weekend 2014

Baz Staple

Jenny and I are planning this event (see the item below) and we are seeking a breakdown
cover person with either a van or trailer to help us. Alternatively, if they have a tow bar fitted
they can borrow our trailer.
The dates are 9th – 13th May 2014. The event is held at the Kings Court Hotel, nr Alcester,
Stratford upon Avon.
Riders will appreciate the security of knowing there is back up should this be necessary.
Please contact us on 01892 535671 or jennybaz.staple@gmail.com

Warwickshire Weekend

9th - 13th May 2014

Jenny and Baz Staple

We are pleased to announce that this popular event is now in early planning stage with arrival
on the afternoon/early evening of 9th May and leaving on the morning of 13th after breakfast
allowing three full days of riding on Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Responses to AGM Questions

Baz Staple

At our AGM this year there were several points raised by members in the discussion session
about which the Board promised to consider and respond. These questions have been well
discussed at several meetings and the Board responses are as follows. We do appreciate the
interest shown by members and will always welcome ideas and suggestions, both during the
year and at AGMs.
Richard Mummery asked for a reissue of the yellow car window stickers advertising the
club’s activities. Originally these stickers were sent out FOC with the club News asking
members to display them on their rear car window. We thank those that do so but the general
uptake was so limited that the committee feel that a further reissue and cost do not warrant
the outlay.

Paul Gander

That yearly subscriptions should be routinely increased by £1 per year to avoid larger
increases at less frequent intervals. This question has to be linked with a second point that
the administration of the club should be covered by the subscriptions alone and events
should stand on their own feet. We can report that since 2008 there has been a stronger
policy emphasising that all club events should do just that and that Secretaries of Meetings
should, in advance of an event, make a business study on the related costs and expected
entry numbers in order to end up in the black. This policy has been largely effective and has
been a definite asset to the running of the club. At the end of each financial year the Treasurer
compares the running costs of the club for general administration against the financial results
of events to decide if a subscription increase is called for. Apart from one year when a larger
than normal catch up sub increase was necessary there have only been nominal changes. We
shall continue to monitor the subscription level on a yearly basis but the main worrying factor
is the disproportionate increase in postal charges which relate to all our operations. The only
way to avoid these ever increasing costs is to rely on email of entry forms and even sending
out the Club News by this method, but we feel sure that most people would prefer the latter
by the traditional system.

In 1905 Triumph produced its first engine of its own and to generate publicity Ixion set off in
June 1905 to show how reliable and practical the new machine was. He covered 1,279 miles
in six days, travelling over 200 miles each day.

The final point raised was a method of paying subscriptions, entry fees and other items
as an alternative to cheques since these are already being phased out by some banks. Our
Treasurer, Roy Plummer’s response is as follows –

As 2015 will be 110 years since the event, myself and a friend with a 1905 Triumph plan to
commemorate it by riding one of the routes he used and will aim to do c200 miles in a day
on veterans. As a couple of other veteran owners have expressed an interest in joining us I
thought it worth mentioning in these pages and giving people almost two years to prepare. It
would be especially good if any other early veterans joined, particularly early Triumphs.

Members have inquired at the AGM whether alternative methods of payment could be used
for paying subscriptions, entry fees etc. I have looked at Direct Debit and have concluded
that it is not suitable for a small club or organisation. Direct Debit is more suited to large
companies and organisations that require monthly payments and have a fully computerised
accounts system. As an annual payment system it is not as attractive to a small club such as
the SMCC as we continue to use a manual accounts system for simplicity. The direct debit
option would only be used by a proportion of the membership and would therefore increase
the administration. In the event of non-payment by a member the member’s bank would
impose a charge (currently £30). Our accountant has advised against using Direct Debit.

The Kings Court Hotel, in Kings Coughton, near Stratford upon Avon, welcomes us again
with the good news that the rates for bed, breakfast and evening meals for four nights remain
the same as 2012, namely –
Two persons sharing a double room £376.00
Single room £208.00
The routes will consist of approximately 85 miles each day through good riding country with
coffee, lunch and tea stops. The cost of these being extra and paid for individually.
All club members are welcome to this event, machine eligibility up to 31st December 1939.
Previous entrants will be sent details shortly and any others interested should contact Jenny
or Baz see above for contact details.

A Run for Early Veterans

If Ixion could manage 200 miles in a day 110 years ago then hopefully we can do the same.
I have created a web page about the event at www.go-faster.com/1905Triumph.html and if
interested then please do get in touch – paulg@go-faster.com

PayPal for entries would require event organisers to raise an electronic invoice for each
entrant. This would also apply to regalia sales. SMCC could adopt a fully computerised account
system thus requiring the club treasurer and other officers, as well as future treasurers, to be
fully competent with these systems. Other motor cycle clubs have been down this route and
have had to appoint accountants to administer their finances as they have been unable to fulfil
these posts from membership.
Keeping things simple has a lot going for it – no expensive offices or paid officials.
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Club Nights at Chiddingly

Baz Staple

Shoreham Show 31st Aug / 1st Sept

Ian McGill

These are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, Tel: 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142 Food is available.
October to May - 1st Thursday of each month: Talk or Noggin and Natter.

Club Nights at the Six Bells

Baz Staple

I would like to thank Tim Penn and his cohorts for arranging the club night runs between May
and September, after which we will revert to club nights indoors. I’ve asked for volunteers
before to take over the running/planning between the months of October and April. This does
not need to be one person but could be one, two or three individuals who could be assured
of help and ideas from the usual participants.
There are already some ideas in the pipeline; for example, John Buckingham has a number
of miniature sleeve valve engines. These he can bring along and some engines can be run,
and at least one is partially dissembled to show the action of the sleeves. Bob Jarvis is
thinking about giving us a talk and John Marchant could probably give us an interesting chat
about loaning out old vehicles for film work.
In my Six Bells box I have a very large selection of vintage motor cycle quiz questions which
has already been used on several occasions but there are plenty more items to chose from.
Add a natter night and the bring and buy, and you have virtually got a full programme, all it
needs is for a couple of bods to be up front to do the introductions. We’re a friendly bunch and
any banter received is always of a good nature. Just fix a programme ahead and publicise in
the Club News.

The Club Display at Shoreham Air Show

I think all will agree that club nights have been quite successful but natter nights can be a
bit samey sometimes. However, we can all look forward to meeting up again at the Six Bells
and its usual good welcome.

There was the usual showing of veteran and WW2 aircraft also plenty of superb aerobatic
demonstrations followed by the Lancaster and Spitfire fly over the finale being a very noisy
show by the Eurofighter.

Situation Vacant

John and Graham Buckingham yet again set up a superb Club stand, the new marquee top
design certainly shows who we are and what we do.

Ian Young

2014 will be my third and final year of organising the ‘Rose of the Shires Event’. Hopefully
someone living closer to the venue will volunteer to host this popular gathering. I would be
happy to have a volunteer to shadow me next year. Provisionally the date is set for 1st June,
one week before the VMCC Banbury Run. My telephone number is 01453 810929.

A good showing of machines included a 1928 James and 1909 FN – John Buckingham,
1921 Raleigh – Dave Comber, 1914 Douglas – Ian McGill and a 1914 Dayton –Rob Smith.
We had plenty of interest from spectators but unfortunately did not manage to secure any
new members.

The 2013 Garden of England Run

Katharine J Hook

Seen from actually inside a Garden of England!

Although Julie Diplock had very kindly let me have a test ride on her beautiful 1935 Triumph
5/2 the previous month which also included a delicious Roast Pork Sunday lunch I still had
a huge anticipation and excitement for the Garden of England Run with butterflies in my
stomach.

New Members

Peter Donaldson

Please give the following New Members to the Club a warm welcome:Robert Hampson (London)
8

Robb Unsworth (Hampshire)
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I was up and away from home by 0730hrs and arrived nice and early at Julie and Rick's to
arrive to a spectacular sight of three British Classics lined up ready for our ride up to Headcorn
Aerodrome for the 2013 Garden of England Run.
I accepted a welcome mug of coffee after my hour’s drive down to the marshes, the
butterflies were still present and I kept myself busy sorting my riding gear out while Rick
fuelled up all three tanks and just generally checked all was ok with each individual bike.
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So lined up and ready to go the 1935 Triumph 500cc I was riding started second kick then
Rick on the 1926 Triumph 500cc then Julie on her Velocette 350cc, I pushed the bike off the
drive to the road and gathered my thoughts. Concentration was now required, although I had
been riding 1960’s British Classics for 15 years this little beauty was an entirely different ride. I
had to keep remembering my right foot was not needed for gear change as the 1935 Triumph
had its hand gear change on the right-hand side of the tank, quite a daunting thought when I
first saw it!
She slipped into first gracefully and we were off with me with a huge beaming smile and a
wicked thought of how we were disturbing this beautiful quiet Sunday morning and probably
the neighbours as we weaved our way out of the village.
From Romney Marsh to Tenterden all was well without a major incidents except a squeeze
past 20 odd cyclists that like going in clusters of four and not moving over, Rick passed
successfully, Julie got by with caution and I had to make a quick manoeuvre as two decided
to overtake and came right over the line where I was – I have never been one to like Lycra
thrust in my face! No time to hoot or even shout obscenities just avoid contact was my only
thought so I leaned the Triumph over to the right and twisted the throttle and squeezed past
them, I did manage to give them “the look” through my goggles as I was furious, surely they
could hear us!
We approached Tenterden with caution as there were far more typical Sunday morning
drivers let out. Julie pulled away from one junction then gracefully glided to a stop I pulled up
beside her and she shouted her Gear Change Linkage was blowing in the breeze and for me
to catch up with Rick for his assistance. Rick found and back to Julie he put the Gear Change
Linkage back on, it had slid off the shaft – nothing too serious and we were back on the road
within 20 minutes.
We finally arrived at Headcorn at 10.55am hrs with 5 minutes to sign in and go to the little
girl’s room.
I believe we were the last to leave for the run and it was hot and I just hoped I could start
the Triumph without making a fool of myself.
Julie did a quick photo shoot with me still all grins and giggles then the beautiful Triumph
started first kick with me now feeling very satisfied with myself and all butterflies now flown
away this was it we were on our way.
All the smiles and giggles and laughter and joy of Sunday morning came to a very abrupt
stop just outside of Bethersden. At the time I was cursing the car up front that was turning right
that meant I had to slow down and change gear, the Triumph slipped into 3rd easily then 2nd
then I felt and heard a noise I had not heard before, it felt low down, it felt like strange, it felt
like a noise it should not be making – I immediately grabbed for the clutch and the Triumph
stopped. Where I’d had adrenalin pumping my heart fast my heart now sank low. My husband
who raced for years always said pull in the clutch if you sense a problem and always listen
and feel the engine.
I watched as Rick and Julie disappeared into the distance, my heart sank a little further, I
pulled off my helmet and goggles and gloves undid my jacket and had a look at the engine in
case I could see something obvious like oil, I imagined a pool of oil or some obscure engine
part sticking out but nothing, my heart sank even more. Within minutes Rick and Julie came
back, I told them my plight and distress and Rick decided it could not be ridden so he kindly
volunteered to ride all the way back down to Ivychurch and get the recovery van.

Coffee and tea accepted and the shade was welcomed while we waited for Rick. Julie and
I apologised for intruding on the couples Sunday afternoon, with me feeling more and more
down beat about the fate of the Triumph.
Rick arrived we loaded and headed for the pub, Julie riding her Velocette and Rick and I in
the van, Julie did offer me the ride on the Velocette but I gracefully declined muttering I had
done enough damage for one day.
Lunch at The Lord Raglan at Rabbit’s Cross was superb with fresh ham ploughman’s and a
bitter shandy, most of the other riders had embarked on the second stage back to Headcorn,
we ate up and went to Headcorn too where we signed off and voted for motorcycles and
collected our brass plaques – I felt uneasy receiving mine as I had not completed the ride – I
had spent most of the Garden of England Run sitting in a Garden of England just outside of
Bethersden!

Garden of England Run: Postscript

Luckily Kat ‘Son of a Gun’ Hook had
been very quick on the draw with the clutch,
and so on the face of it not too much damage
had been done, as the crank felt good. Luckily
both pinions were used by later Triumphs, as
The forerunner of the Triumph Tiger Series:
1935 Triumph model 5/2, 500cc OHV
most of Val Page’s mechanics were adopted
by Edward Turner, and so the pinions were
easily available. Just a case of getting the inlet cam pinion pressed onto the camshaft and all
our troubles were over.
However, as is often the way with older
machinery, things weren’t quite that simple.
I decided to split the crankcases to make
sure no foreign matter had migrated from the
timing chest, at which point the timing side
bearing dropped out to reveal a crack in the
crankcase.
So unless another set of crankcases can
be found the crack will have to be repaired,
which will prove difficult on near eighty year
old aluminium. Fingers crossed someone
responds to our wanted advert!
With thanks to John Brewster of JHB
Engineering, 01797 226775, who supplied
the pinions and press.

At this point the couple who owned the house we had parked outside of offered Julie and I
coffee and tea and shade in their stunning garden as we had at least an hour to kill.
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Rick Bailey

Once back home, investigations started
into the cause of the ‘Orrible noise. On
inspection, one tooth was missing from the
inlet cam pinion and half-a-dozen or so from
the crankshaft pinion, and were comfortably
sitting in the bottom of the timing chest.

Pictured in the Lake District.
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51st Graham Walker Memorial Run

Ian McGill

This year, 118 entries were received for the very popular event that did not fail to bring out
some very interesting machines with the 1899 De Dion Bouton of Henry Brooks and the 1899
Deschamps ridden by Dr Shaun Crofton, followed by a trio of forecars, there was a certain
lack of machines with sidecars this year and a marked increase of 24 post vintage machines
all of which made an interesting mix.
The weather was as usual very kind to us, with a sharp shower around 9.30am which was
followed by clear skies and warm sun for the rest of the day.
Once again Lord Montagu was present at the award presentation which was, as usual,
carried out by Murray Walker who has made a remarkable recovery after he sustained a fall
which made serious damage to his pelvis, however he is recovering and now just managing
with one crutch, Thanks Murray, we wish you a speedy recovery to full health.
Awards
Best Veteran Solo.
Best Veteran Three wheeler.
Best Vintage Solo.
Best Vintage Three wheeler
Greatest Combined age of
Rider and Machine
Most Technically Interesting
Best Overall Runner-up
Best Two- stroke machine
Best Original Condition
Rider Choice of best machine
Best Lady Rider
Best Post Vintage machine
Best Oversea’s Rider

M.A.Bryant
David Dickerson
Steve Ridley
John Guy

1914 Premier.
1903 Phoenix Forecar.
1917 Scott
1923 BSA Sidecar.

Dereck Light
Henry Brooks
James Devereux
Martin Heckscher
Andrew Eason
Richard Duffin
Jane Anderson
MJ Bryant
Oyvind Liberg

1910 AC Sociable 191yrs
1899 De Dion Bouton
1931 Ariel
1930 Scott
1929 Brough
1927 Scott
1909 Lloyd-Thomas
1936 New Imperial
1912 Humber (Norway)

Sincere thanks to the members of the Southampton & District MCC who, as usual, did a
superb job as marshal’s and direction marking. Also thanks to the events staff at the National
Motor Museum for all their help. We look forward to seeing you all again on Sunday 10th
August 2014.

Awards

Presented by Murray Walker

David Dickerson

October - November 2013

Photographs by Gill Tarrant and Ian McGill

Jane Anderson
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Awards

Presented by Murray Walker

Andrew Eason

Photographs by Gill Tarrant and Ian McGill

Richard Duffin

NEED A FERRY CROSSING TO EUROPE
Contact Julie at Sport Travel Solutions
We guarantee an Excellent Service and Competitive Fares
with all of the Ferry Operators Including P&O Ferries
Oyvind Liberg

Martin Heckscher

Telephone: 01670 712055
Email: juliewarnes@aol.com
Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net
SPECIAL FARES FOR
SUNBEAM MEMBERS

The Awards Table
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Fuel News from the FBHVC News Issue 4, 2013

Pinhard Trophy

At the beginning of May the Federation wrote to Norman Baker MP, Parliamentary under
Secretary of State for Transport, about the current requirement that petrol with an ethanol
content of not more than 5% by volume (also called 'protection grade') must remain available
in the UK is scheduled to finish at the end of 2013.
The letter stated our concerns namely there are known adverse effects when fuel containing
ethanol is used in the fuel systems of historic vehicles and many of our member clubs have
expressed concerns over these adverse side effects. While even a 5% level of ethanol in
petrol is not entirely harm-free, it is nevertheless preferable to twice the level, as would be
present in the proposed E10 fuel.
We sought an assurance that the provision of protection grade petrol, currently the supergrade petrol, containing not more than 5% ethanol, will be guaranteed in the UK beyond the
end of 2013.
Mr Baker replied thus:
"The industry fuel standard for petrol (EN228) has been revised and a new version has
recently been published by the British Standard Institute, which allows up to 10% ethanol
content. This means that fuel suppliers are free to supply petrol containing anything from
0-10% ethanol. Ultimately any decision to supply E10 should not be introduced while there
remain a significant number of vehicles which may not be compatible with this new standard.
I have met with and written to fuel suppliers to encourage them to delay supplying E10 until
the UK market is ready.
With regards to the current legal requirement to supply the protection grade - petrol with
maximum 5% ethanol content (E5) - we are considering whether this obligation should be
extended beyond this year. I am minded to extend the requirement, but my officials will let
you, and other stakeholders, know when a final decision has been taken.
Our current expectation is that E5 will - in any event - remain widely available for the
foreseeable future, regardless of a legal requirement. It is also worth noting that prior to 1988
there were no limits on maximum ethanol content and petrol containing up to 25% ethanol
was marketed in the UK from the late 1920s to the 1960s.
I would also like to clarify that UK legislation does not prohibit the supply of petrol with
no ethanol content. The Motor Fuel (Composition and Content) Regulations 1999 set a
maximum permissible ethanol content of petrol - there is no minimum content. It is therefore
a commercial decision for suppliers whether to supply petrol with no ethanol content."

Once again we are seeking nominations for one of the UK’s most prestigious awards - THE
PINHARD TROPHY which is in the gift of Sunbeam MCC.
This award has been presented since 1950 to the best Under-21 year old sporting
motorcyclist competing under ACU or SACU jurisdiction.
Last year’s winner was Tom Woolley Runner-Up in the World Flat-Track Championship.
On being told of his success, Tom said "I discovered I had been awarded the Pinhard Trophy
on Christmas day, it was the best present ever. I feel honoured and very lucky to even be
considered, let alone to win such a prestigious award and join a list of previous winners of
such distinction.
Previous winners are an honours roll of motorcycling greats over the last 60 years who
have excelled in all spheres of the sport including Mike Hailwood, Jeff Smith, Brian Martin,
Roy Peplow, Dan Shorey, Scott Ellis, Alexz Wigg and a host of others who have gone on to
be national and international household names.
The Trophy is a huge two gallon cup together with a retention replica Tankard. Sunbeam
MCC awards the trophy in memory of Frederick William Pinhard who died in 1948 whilst
serving as Secretary of the Club.
All sections of the ACU together with the Scottish-ACU are invited to submit entries as well
as anyone who feels personally eligible to make an entry. Entries can be for active competitors
or administrators under-21at the beginning of November 2013 *.
I would welcome suggestions from Club Members for suitable entrants which I could follow
up via the Internet.
Editors of leading motorcycle periodicals are invited as judges together with General
Secretary of the ACU and three officials from Sunbeam MCC.
Entry Forms, Regulations and a List of Previous Winners are available on the club website.
*In special circumstances, entries will be considered from entrants who reach the age of 21
during the subject year.

Tony Lloyd

More Ethanol in Fuel
The United States Environmental Protection Agency has announced it is considering
whether to raise the ethanol blending limit; it has also begun the process to craft the labelling
requirements that will be necessary should the blending limit be raised. While testing
continues, the results of two recent tests indicate that engines in newer cars likely can handle
an ethanol blend higher than the current 10 percent limit.
More than innovative technology is at stake. “Ethanol is the only renewable fuel that is
ready to displace more foreign oil,” adds Gen. Wesley K. Clark (Ret.), co-chairman of Growth
Energy. “If we are ever to achieve the energy independence that is vital to the economic and
national security of our nation, we must begin to put more ethanol into our fuel tanks.” He adds
that future ethanol fuel production will be derived from renewable cellulosic feed stocks, which
will facilitate an increase in the volume of ethanol while avoiding competition with foodstuffs.
[Editor’s Note: In the long term it looks as if petrol with 10% or more ethanol is likely.]
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Motor Cycles I Have Owned

VERRALLS

Part 1

Baz Staple

(Handcross) Ltd.

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC
and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED
We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny
farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

We always have on display a range of machines at our
showrooms below:
The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Telephone: 01444 400 678

Fax: 01444 401 111

Website: www.verralls.com

In an endeavour to encourage others to write of the motor cycles that have gone through their
hands and experiences on same I offer my motor cycle memories.
I started work at 19 in 1949, had to skip National Service (failed medical). My journey was
by bus and train from Ruislip, Middlesex to Croxley Green, Herts, but I craved a motor cycle
to ease the journey. Out of my weekly pay package of £3.10s (£3.50) I drew up a savings
plan of £1 per week for a bike, the rest needed to cover my journey to work, clothing and
a pittance to my mother for housekeeping. I needed to walk long distances to save on bus
fares which had a negative effect on my shoe wear. I counteracted this with every new pair
of shoes, the leather soles would be roughed up and Phillips stick on soles added. I became
adept at repairing them and the rubber heels, both of which were universally available from
shoe shops and Woolworths.
I scoured the motorcycle adverts and shops, such as Pinks of Harrow and fell in love with a
second hand 350cc AJS but funds would not allow and hire purchase was out of the question.
My parents did their best to dissuade me on this form of transport and suggested a three
wheeler Morgan which they were aware of – no dice thank you. My father found a side valve
ex WD Royal Enfield in James Grose, London EC4 a (he thought) suitably underpowered
machine – but again not interested.
It wasn’t until I moved from John Dickinson Croxley Mill to their Nash Mills in Kings Langley,
entailing a further bus ride that an ex WD Matchless G3L was available at £70, the precise
amount I had saved. The owner was moving up to a 500cc BSA twin. He had been involved
in an accident on the Matchless when overtaking a coal lorry which suddenly turned right. The
bike, JGW 769, had been repaired with new tank and forks and since it was already re painted
black (probably by AMC) it looked quite presentable.
Once I got to know it and passed my test (2nd attempt) the faithful Matchbox took me daily
to work, all year, and all weathers. It was used weekends going to various grass track
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meetings, particularly at Stokenchurch, trials and scrambles – favourite Tunnel Hill, Pirbright
and of course on holidays, usually to Devon or Cornwall. With the considerable mileage one
learned about changing tyres, replacing clutch plates and overhauling engines – the latter
rather regularly.
Then in 1956 I got married to my first wife Dawn, bought a house – detached 3 bedroom for
£2,500 and when children came along the bike had to go, replaced by a 1937 Morris 8 series
1. I kept in touch with JGW 769 for a few years as a local friend used it for some while. I still
retain an interest in the Matchless marque and have owned a few of that make since.
I had certainly not lost my interest in two wheels and having watched the Pioneer Run for
some time hankered after a veteran. Close to Ruislip the next village was Ickenham and there
stood a junk yard and shop. One had to gaze through a mass of disorganised chaos to seek
out anything of interest. I must admit to a fascination with junk shops and yards and when I’ve
decided to have a clear out from home by going to such a yard I’ve usually returned with the
same amount of stuff, but different!
Well, one day when idly rifling through the contents of this particular Ickenham junk yard,
I thought I saw an old bike, which surely was a veteran. It was in a very bad state and
eventually having pulled it out I parted with a fiver and pushed it 3 miles home. The tyres were
flat and hard and some of the spokes, front and back, were poking out and playing strange
music on the stays and forks.
When within some 200 yards from home I came across my mother and father on their daily
perambulation “What are you doing with that?” I replied “I believe it’s a veteran, I’m going to
restore it”. They said nothing, just a sad shake of their heads and continued their walk.
So once safely in the garage one could clearly see it was a belt drive Triumph, so needing
more information I called on the local motor cycle shop, Stan Gilks in Ruislip Manor who had
several veteran and vintage bikes and Stan himself came back with me and told me it was
a Triumph H of 1920’s – collapse of stout party and I confessed to him I thought it had to be
a veteran, whereupon he offered me a 1910 Fafnir, on the Pioneer Register, in boxes. I duly
picked up said boxes for £15 and commenced sorting it out. There was only one engine plate
for the front and the back, but at least I had a pattern and had to saw and file to make the
missing one from quarter inch plate. It was a typical 500cc Fafnir engine, inlet over exhaust
and the frame I was told had Chater Lea lugs. I rebuilt the wheels using extra long spokes and
die cutting the thread (rather than rolled thread) and the result was that they wobbled from
side to side, as well as up and down, but the local bicycle shop was encouraged to straighten
them up. (I’ve never attempted to rebuild a wheel since)
The Fafnir was gearless but had a Mabon engine shaft clutch with multi metal-to-metal
plates – this was a jigsaw to assemble but once working it was indestructible and could be
abused and slipped unmercifully. The Fafnir was bought in 1962 and tried out locally until all
the bugs were removed and was entered in my first Pioneer Run in 1963 when lots more bugs
were found. I pedalled and pedalled up the hills and slopes and got there, but quite late. In
the intervening years the Fafnir became very reliable and healthy but a bit boring and since I
was never satisfied it was a complete bike I got rid of it after several years of faithful service.
In the meantime, I had now “caught the bug” and during my search for parts I went to a
Chiswick motor factor to buy a Brammer belt for the Fafnir and I was asked why I needed a
nine foot length. On being advised they said ”We’ve got an old bike round the back” this had
been left with them for repair since the first world war and the owner had never returned to
claim it. It turned out to be a 1910 automatic inlet valve Douglas complete except for its rather
special compact magneto. They said it was worth a lot of money so I retired gracefully but
kept in touch over the next 2-3 years and eventually bought it for £15 – the current going price
for un-restored non working veterans. The missing magneto was a problem and I contacted
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all the Douglas experts – no joy but I was advised to get it going on a later Bosch magneto
for Douglas’s which required a spacer of 1” length to extend the carb position to miss the
magneto end. I rode it in its first run, the VMCC Windsor Run in about 1965 and after the run
someone said “I need your magneto”. I think I said “Oh do you?” but to placate my sharp retort
he produced from behind his back the correct magneto with plain bearings and a little 4” hand
advance and retard lever which would sit handily by the tank.
At this time there was a regular monthly meeting of the Collector’s Club on a Friday evening
at the Fred Tallant Hall, Drummond Street, Euston NW1. This meeting was in the able hands
of Joe Greer and Percy Clare. Some 30-50 people would gather there for sandwich and chat
or be shown slides or cine films relating to old bikes. Some of the regular attendees were
Eric Thompson, Willie Wiltshire, Mike Vangucci, Glyn Chambers and sometimes John Griffith
would come down from Rugby area. Tiny and Marjorie Ayers and Geoff Morris would also be
regulars but I strangely didn’t get to know them there. A popular attendee was Brian Verrall
who was honing his entrepreneurial sales skills by regularly bringing exciting tit bits like
acetylene lamps, generators, carb jets and acetylene burners – all going for a song.
It must have been at one of these meetings that I heard of the 1914 Matchless 8B 1000cc
MAG engined V twin outfit which John Griffith had stashed away in his pig sties. This seemed
a nice project which could provide transport for both me and my wife Dawn. However, when
I heard he wanted 70 quid for it I needed to sit down to recover.
I couldn’t get the bike out of my mind as by then I had fully acquainted myself of its potential
as a nice looking powerful veteran with a decent back brake, a sidecar chassis but no body. I
duly travelled up to Rugby, paid my money and came back with it on the trailer and the spare
engine in the boot of my Wolseley 4/44. But it was in a terrible state and it took a while, about
two years to get it restored in solo form – entered the Banbury and got up Sunrising for the
first time on a veteran. In fact I shot an 8m/m silent cine film of the restoration which I have
shown at club night.
The bike frame was broken, as were several bits on the sidecar chassis. The next problem
was the lack of sidecar, but the every resourceful Eric Thompson put me on to a man who
used to build sidecars at Matchless Motor Cycles and on contacting him he agreed to cut out
all the bits and supply as a flat pack for me to assemble. Three or four weeks passed and
he phoned to say he had done that and he’d had such fun that he wondered if he could put
it together as well – which was as authentic as I could possibly get under the circumstances.
I’ve omitted to say that AMC had a self same model 8B Matchless in their collection with
sidecar and they permitted me to crawl all over it and take the necessary measurements.
To be continued in December.

It’s Good to be Small in Bexhill

Richard Martin

With my Premier sick with an ongoing malady in the power department I had hoped the Flying
Squirrel’s heavyweight fork legs would be ready from the hard chromers, (it takes less than
an hour to reassemble them) but not to be. So I pulled out my 1937 Carlton, 122 cc of Villiers
finest with three speed unit hand gear change. Although we’ve had them for many years, I
had a light bulb moment and discovered the Carlton fitted straight in the back of the Citroen
Berlingo. No fuss and no trailer needed.
With an early number I was parked with the veterans, and after a welcome cup of coffee
we soon paddled off down the hill from the church, with a two into one expansion chamber
and open pipe we soon burbled out of town! Finding hardly any traffic in Bexhill we wound
our way onto the levels, soon stopping the motor for two riders on horses to find a bridle
way nearby. Poodled along, spying various sheep and cows, sheep with long necks,
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sorry swans! Rounded a bend to be confronted with two RACING cyclists on the wrong side
of the road, with combined speed of approaching 40 mph the black sunglasses, the glow of
the fluorescent Lycra and pungent shower gel still lingers in my memory bank. Back on the
route, poodled along at 35mph remembering that little two strokes really prefer to be on load.
I waved at the marshals generously giving the directions and their time, fantastic!
Arriving back in Bexhill amongst the first, I think I had been signalled on to the short route
probably because of my low number? I enjoyed it so much I did think of going around the route
again. ‘Luverly’ sums up the people, venue, route, some of the road surfaces, the welcome
but unusual dining arrangements, and the Sunbeams played all day, it’s good to be small.

Where is it Now?

John Hodson

Members Advertisements

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members, and can repeat
free for several issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your requirements.
Please include your membership number with your advertisement and note that free
advertising does not included business advertising.
Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
WANTED
New old stock or good second-hand 650 x 65 (26” x 2½”) tyres. These tyres fit a 21” rim,
unlike the present day Ensign 26” x 2½” which fit a 225/8” rim. Durandal made this size a
few years ago and would be ideal. Please look around and see what you have – this is the
only size that will suit.
John Kidd 02843 751402 johndkidd@btinternet.com 04/13
Private individual wishes to purchase a solo Pioneer certificated machine to ride. Anything
considered, complete, non-runner or stalled project.
Tel Laurie 01582 842337 (BEDS) 04/13
Veteran Triumph frame or frame parts wanted. Ideally I am looking for a 1914 frame or
frame parts in any condition to start a 1914 TT bike project. Even a rusty wreck could be
re-tubed so anything considered! Paul 07776 140245 or paulg@go-faster.com 04/13
Veteran V Twin Royal Enfield or similar machine with a clutch and a pioneer cert to use in
the Pioneer Run.
Please ring 01257 271005 or email andrew185@btinternet.com (LANCS) 04/13

In 1930 Steve Mercer of Southborough, Kent had managed to save up the £51 necessary to
buy new the BSA S30-12 pictured above. He also managed to afford the additional £7-10s
for the optional extra Lucas Mag-dyno and later on, when funds allowed, a speedometer was
fitted. Steve was to keep the bike for 47 years and as the years went by he fitted telescopic
forks and a homemade side stand to make the bike more comfortable to ride and easier to
handle.
At one stage a new exhaust system was required. Steve was helped out by his brother-inlaw, a cricket bat maker, who carved out an exact copy of the fishtale silencers in wood. Steve
made the silencers out of copper sheet shaped by beating it around the wooded copy. The
pipes he made from tube filled with sand before heating and bending.
In 1944 one of Mr Hitler’s bombs fell in Steve’s back garden narrowly missing both Steve
and the bike. The garden shed, which Steve used as a workshop, was not so lucky and was
destroyed by the bomb. Steve managed to recover at least some of his tools by sieving the
earth around where the shed had stood!
Does anyone know if this bike still exists and, if so, where it is now? Replies to the editor
please.
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Sidecar fittings for Sunbeam 1924 Model 7, especially the front top frame clamp, plus
saddle. Also, a magneto chain cover and gearbox sprocket for 1932 Lion.
Contact Mike on 07919 666818 or email mikecllc@hotmail.com 04/13
Veteran Rudge parts please. Phil Haywood 01283 509562 humber349@aol.co.uk 04/13
Clutch suitable for my 1914 Triumph. (PS still looking for 1929 Matchless Model X engine)
Julie Diplock, Kent. sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk or 01797 344277. 04/13
Veteran or vintage lightweight machine urgently sought for club events.
Kenneth Keer 01732 458628 (Kent). 04/13
Villiers powered late 1920’s, 1930’s 250/350 with lights. Prefer oily rag/tatty, complete.
Could p/x for Mint 1968 MV Agusta GTL150, 1920’s scooters, Skootamota, Grigg, Autoglider
or 1905 White & Poppe veteran. Cash either way.
Alex Taylor. 01235 553574 04/13
An early APMC badge in good condition please.
Richard Mummery 01227 751751 or sheila.mummery@sky.com 10/13
Triumph 5/2, 1935 500cc OHV single. Set of crankcases needed as mine have developed a
crack. They are the same as the 350cc 3/2 and 3/5 models, and 500cc 5/4 and 5/5 models.
Think they are the same as the later Tiger 90 and 5/H. I did sell a pair some years ago, are
they in use?
Julie Diplock Julie_diplock@hotmail.com or 01797 344277 (Kent) 10/13
FOR SALE
1918 JAP V-Twin 770cc engine, Side valve, air cooled', engine number 8/70373/EXI. £700
Dave Pittuck 01403 700658 dpittuck@hotmail.com (West Sussex). 08/13
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Speedo head from a Sunbeam model 95R. geoffreygardner@rocketmail.com 06/13
B.S.A. pre WWII and WWI spares including 1915 and 1916 frames, engines of same period.
Also early 1920’s V-Twin gearboxes, V-Twin barrels and other items for Flat Tankers, also
B.S.A. Sloper Fly wheels, Engine parts and Clutch’s. Last but not least Sloper 4-Speed
gearboxes. Most of these items have been stored away for many a year.
If interested give me a call on 01480 469612 Ian Monk (GLOS) 04/13
1938 Sunbeam A 26, believed to be quite rare. £12,000
01536 511532 spares@jampot.com 04/13
White & Poppe 1905 427cc solo. Single speed. Pioneer registered. Fantastic history back to
1907. Quick and very reliable veteran. Finished the last 20+ Pioneer Runs, even got a letter
for going too fast last year! With most of spare engine. Have owned it for 20 years, not too
worried if I sell it or not, so not cheap. You will not find another like it to compare £29,950.
Have too many running motorcycles. Alex Taylor. 01235 553574 04/13
Clyde veteran 1902 motorcycle, virtually complete for restoration, unregistered but with
Pioneer Certificate. Original Simms engine accompanies bike, but currently has a similar
Simms/Clyde engine fitted, both engines with low tension magnetos and carburettors. £9500
Malcolm Atkins 01235 815678. malcolatk@aol.com Didcot. 10/13
BSA H2 500cc. 1921 combination with contemporary BSA chair, stored and SORN for
several years, older restoration, upgraded to 21” wheels and drum brakes, has original
parts to return bike to 1921 specification including beaded edge wheels, plus spare cylinder,
gearbox and other parts. £6750.
Malcolm Atkins 01235 815678. malcolatk@aol.com Didcot. 10/13

Olav to do “Wing Walking” at the lunch stop on the competition day on the top of the Pratt and
Whitney engine bi-plane which did five or six low passes with Marieke gaily waving at 100mph
plus. So the spirit of adventure is certainly personified by this couple.
Ian Young on day two had a too close encounter with a car and was carted off to hospital
where he was diagnosed with a cracked pelvis. He stayed in hospital for about three weeks.
However he is now home and out of pain but unable to drive until the end of September. He
has pressed into service an electric mobility scooter, after fitted it with a veteran bulb horn.
The result of the trial was England narrowly beating Holland after a succession of wins by
Holland.
I chose to ride my 1912 Alldays and Onions which went well until the afternoon of the trial
day when the internal contracting band for top gear of the two speed ROC hub gear broke
and I finished flogging it in first at 20mph for the last ten miles. The 1913 AJS was pressed
into service for the final day, (throttle works in the opposite direction to the Alldays) since the
Alldays’ repair was a complicated home job. The first eight riders closest to their time schedule
became the official team for each country and whilst the Alldays was within the required time
schedule for a team place it was alas excluded as being unfit for service on the final day –
rules are rules.
A good event and a thorough test for man and machine and the four days were superbly
route marked and marshalled by many helpers.
The other Sunbeam Club riders were, Mike Sherwin, Ian Young, Paul Morley, Roger King,
David and Joyce Plant, Peter Maddox, Bill Shaw, Colin Bentham and Eric Alderson. John
Mockett, a previous rider, and wife Edna were acting as marshals at various points during the
event.

The Anglo Dutch Trial

Photographs by Jenny Staple

Triumph Model C 550cc 1914 with Pioneer Certificate and early history. Clutch and Sturmey
Archer 3 speed hub gear, very good condition. £12,500. 10/13
John Hodson 01322 524567. johnh587@googlemail.com

The Anglo Dutch Trial

22nd-27th July 2013

Baz Staple

For those who are unaware of this event, it is run alternatively in Holland and England with
a year gap in between each with organising being done respectively by the VMC in Holland
the VMCC in England.
It is an event to commemorate the Anglo Dutch Trials originally run in 1912 and 1913,
in consequence it is a trial for veteran machines only. The event is over four days and this
year the average distance per day was 75 miles, the third day being the trial day when you
can elect to ride either at an average speed of 15 or 20mph. Therefore you start at your
designated time and there are various secret time checks during the day.
It is a very enjoyable event with a strong social bond and gives us all a chance to reacquaint
with the regular riders from over the years. Fortunately there are also new enthusiasts
and younger ones too, particularly from Holland participating with an appetite for veteran
machines, and who are also very knowledgeable on the machines of this era. One Dutchman,
rode his veteran BSA outfit all the way from Holland to South Cerney, Gloucestershire but
split his rear tyre and tube once on this side of the Channel. Fortunately he had a spare tyre
strapped to the side of the sidecar but no inner tube. Good fortune came in the form of a fellow
motorcyclist who took him to his nearby workshop and not only supplied a new tube of similar
size but also provided dinner and put the couple up for the night. Both Olav Jerzkowski from
Maastricht and Marieke completed the event and the intrepid lady was also volunteered by
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Olav Jerzkowski’s 1914 Triumph

Eric Alderson’s 1914 Williamson

Marieke Sky walking
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Obscure Makes: Lincoln Elk

John Hodson

James Kirby and his partner Mr Edwards
started as bicycle manufacturers in 1891 at
Broadgate, Lincoln. In 1902 they turned their
attention to motor cycles and in the same year
Edwards left leaving Kirby to continue the
business on his own.
The first motor cycle was a 2¼ hp
single cylinder model based on a strengthened
bicycle frame with a loop running under
the engine and extra crossbar. Bicycle type
pedals were connected to the rear hub for
3hp Lincoln Elk at Banbury
engine starting and help when climbing steep
hills. Braking was by stirrup brakes fitted to
both wheels. The fuel tank had separate compartments for petrol, oil and the accumulator
used for the De Dion type ignition system. Drive from the engine was via a vee section belt. In
addition to handle bar mounted controls, a throttle control leaver was on the side of the tank.
In 1905 a similar machine was offered.
By 1908 the engine output had increased
to 3hp and later to 3½ hp, a Brown and
Barlow carburetter was fitted and 26 inch
rims together with Palmer tyres the price was
£19-10s for the basic model.
By 1910, 2¼ hp, 3hp and 3½ hp models
were offered and these sold for £28-10s to
£37 depending on extra fitments such as a
Mabon engine free clutch. The 3hp model had
Druid footrests, stand, carrier with tool bags,
Brown and Barlow carburetter and Druid
Close up of the 3hp Engine
forks. Bosch magneto ignition was now fitted
to all models.
In 1911 a two gear system using two clutches was introduced to engage either chain drive
for high gear or belt drive for low gear.

1912 3 ½ hp Lincoln Elk Model A
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1913 saw the 2¼ hp bike increased to 2¾ hp and two additional models. A 4½ hp motor cycle,
aimed at sidecar work, was fitted with two gears, kick starter and footboards and sold for £46.
The other new model was similar in specification except that it had a 6hp, 770cc V-twin engine
and asking price of £55.
A two-stroke model announced for 1915 seems to have been a non-starter due to the First
World War. After the war production was limited to the 6hp twin and 4½hp and 2¾hp single
cylinder machines, this range of models was continued over the next few years. SturmeyArcher 3 speed gearboxes were gradually fitted to the bikes starting with the larger models.
By 1924 these gearboxes were fitted to the entire range.
In 1924 James Kirby, now of advanced years, finally gave up production of motor cycles.
The company had some success in various trials. In 1908 William Buxton won a bronze
medal on 2¼ hp machine, in 1910 Mr J R Brown won a gold medal in the 1910 ‘London to
Exeter and Back’ trial and in 1911 he won another gold medal in the London to Edinburgh
run. Frank Applebee was awarded a Special Gold Medal in the 1914 London to Edinburgh run
when mounted on a 770cc V-twin.
References:
Graces Guide, http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Category:Motor cycles .
Stephen Pullen, The Motor Makers of Lincolnshire, Volume 1, Tucann Books, 2007.
Roy Bacon and Ken Hallworth, The British Motorcycle Directory, The Crowood Press, 2004.

The 2013 Gingerbeards and Greybeards Trials Weekend

Peter Donaldson

For the 3rd successive year we ran these two
Trials over the same weekend at Clubman
Mike Holloway and wife Val’s very nice piece
of the Kent Countryside, Jackson’s Wood at
Hayman’s Hill near Horsemonden. Mike was
the Clerk of the Course for both events and
Neil Sinclair the Secretary of Meeting for both.
The Gingerbeards Trial was on
Saturday 30th August and the Greybeards on
Sunday 1st September. Each event had its
own carefully thought out course and Mike, to
my mind he got it dead right. My observation
would be that there were two routes on the
Mike Holloway suitably armed
Saturday with a harder one and an easier one.
On the Sunday there were again two routes to
the course and the easier route was easier than the Saturday one and the harder was harder
than the Saturday one. You’re a genius Mike to have got the routes so right for the standard
of the riders in the respective Trials. There were no complaints except light heartedly about
the one you put a sting in the tail and took it over a wasp nest which the locals were a trifle
unhappy about. But after a change of route there it all went swimmingly!
The weather was first rate throughout the weekend and about 14 camping units (be it
Motorhomes, vans with beds in them, caravans or tents) stayed on the Friday night and
about a further half dozen the Saturday night. It is a wonderful spot to camp and gets used
by a number of organisations through the summer including schools. My grandson and I went
down on the Friday and stayed both nights. First time I have camped in my own tent for over
40 years. Picked up a four berth two separate bed roomed tent with central community space
and a porch area with groundsheets throughout for £49.99 from Argos and it was as
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ideal for the job as I could have wished, except
it wasn’t self erecting! We were starving that
night and instead of trying to cook on a single
burner we went to a local recommended pub
and had an excellent blow out.
Saturday the Gingerbeard Trial started
at midday. There were 34 entries in the
programme and a further seven on the day.
That was 24 on the harder route and 17 on the
easier, marking was purely on loss of marks
in sections. There were three non starters
and a single retirement. The Trial winner was
Rob Fleet on a 250cc Honda with a loss of
four marks. Runner up was Sunbeam Club
Member Paul Casling on his 250cc Dot with
five marks lost and 3rd on eight marks lost
was teenager Jenny Stephens. The easier
route winner was Steve Wright astride a
200cc Triumph losing three marks and nine
Paul Casling
marks behind him was runner up 79 year old
Tony Goings on a 200cc Beta.
On Saturday night, Clerk of the Course, Mike Holloway worked until dark changing course
and marking up the sections for the next day. He collapsed into his motorhome at the course,
one and a half miles from his home. Whilst Secretary of the Meeting Neil Sinclair drove
the 140ish miles back home to Southampton and returned early the next morning with the
Gingerbeard Trial results. What a great couple! Frank and I cooked a fine meal with our food
on someone’s BBQ and really stuffed ourselves and then settled down to an open air film
show that finished after midnight.
Sunday morning and I woke at about six am with an urgent need and having arisen it wasn’t
worth getting back in the sleeping bag for an hour. Also aware that other than my hands I
hadn’t washed for over 40 hours. So I went to the bowser and got a basin full of cold water.
The wood sheltered me behind, our fairly large tent to the right, a van with a bloke sleeping in
it to my left and my car to the front. Hung a coat over the window, fresh clothes piled on one
table and the bowl of water and the soap on the other. Those 20 camping vans etc. were dead
to the world so stripped down to one with nature and standing on a towel started a head to toe
ablution. There was suddenly a roar and swoosh, I looked out over the camp, all still. Behind
and other the rustle of the breeze and the end of the morning chorus all was quiet. Looked
up and there barely 100ft above me was one of those passenger carrying Virgin balloons and
it had just given its gas flame a blast. Whether I ruined the balloon passenger’s day I don’t
know, but it made me jump and ruined my delight of a good, though cold, overall wash!
The Greybeards Trial for over 40 year olds had 43 entries plus a further 6 on the day.
That was 25 on the harder route and 24 on the easier. There was one Non Starter and three
retirements. Marking was a combination of marks lost in sections adjusted by rider’s age, at
40 years old the competitor loses 30 marks before even starting to ride. At 41 would lose 29
marks through to 70 years old where the competitor loses nil on age. Over 70 years old they
gain a mark per year. On the harder route Trial winner was our Clubman Paul Casling on his
250cc DOT with a total of 24 marks lost (nine on observation, the least by anyone on the hard
route, and 15 on age). Best on a modern ‘bike was Dave Radford on 28 marks lost. Best Twin
Shock machine was an SMW ridden by Chris Dark also on 28 marks lost. Best British 4 Stroke

award went to Dave Shave on a 350cc BSA on 39 marks lost and the Best British 2 Stroke
was Roy Enticknap on his 250cc DOT on 62 marks lost (and he wins the Enticknap Cup which
he and his wife donated to the Greybeards Trial in 1993). On the easier route the winner was
Dennis Fleet on - five marks. He narrowly beat ex DOT works rider Doug Theobold, both lost
no marks on observation and both are 75 years old, so both on -five, but Dennis is two months
older than Doug. The award for the oldest rider to finish on the day went to 80 year old Claude
Crowder.
We had to cover 25 sections with observers over the two days and managed it with thanks
to Dave and Sue Blanchard, Joe Holloway, Tony Rout and myself observing both days, On
the Saturday Dennis Fleet who rode on the Sunday, and on the Sunday, Rob Fleet (who had
won on the Saturday) plus Monte Bryant, Jenny Stevens and Ben Streatfield who had ridden
the previous day. We are also indebted to John Excell, David Footman, Guy Haffenden, Tim
Wright, Dave Hamilton Smith, Dick Dickerson, Victor Hurst, Tony Lloyd, Pat Puttock, Baz and
Jenny Staple and Peter Faull who each observed on one of the days.
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Off the Saddle

Peter Donaldson

Our latest Sunbeam Trials events have been the Gingerbeards Trial for all adult age groups
on solo machines run on Saturday 30th August and the Greybeards Trial on Sunday 1st
September for over 40 year olds on solo machines, both reported elsewhere in this Club
News. Neil Sinclair tells me we are running a combined event with the Talmag Club on 20th
October at Hungry Hill for sidecars, pre 65 solos and twin shocks. This split event is in place
of our previous annual Dick Little Trial run for pre ’65 bikes at Bagshot. The last Trial this year
that our Club will be involved in running will be the Southern Experts in the Northampton area
in conjunction with a local Club on 15th December.
We were unable to run the previously advertised Try It Trial at the end of July due to a lack
of organisers at that time of the year. Next year’s programme of events, being run by the
Sunbeam Club, will be announced in the next Club News.
An argument with a tree in the Eastbourne Long Distance Trial on 4th August injured my
right shoulder again and has had me off riding since, other than attempting to go on the Club’s
August Fish and Chip Run. However, I got as far as Tonbridge Wells before a breakdown on
my Triumph Tiger 90. With the assistance of a motorist we got it running again after some
messing around and new sparking plugs. I made home with a very sick motor which needs
to be pulled apart, a job for the autumn. I observed at the Gingerbeard and Greybeard
Trials for our Club and at the Kenneth Cup Trial run by our associate Club Bexleyheath on
8th September. Next Sunday, 15th September, I am entered to ride in the Sunbeam Club
Constable Run for Vintage machines on my 1927 Sunbeam. The following week will be out
on the Thursday on a Trail ride starting at Dover and on the Sunday the Timber Wood Long
Distance Trial in the same area. Hope the shoulder can stand it!
Spoke with Mike Holloway this evening. A couple of months back he rode in the fourth round
of the National Sammy Miller Series and tried for a long Miller type dab in which he came
unstuck and with his extended leg had no support to take the weight of the machine which
slid and he ended up with a badly pulled muscle. Being tough as he is, Mike carried on and
finished the event in great pain and winning his Class, but has been paying for it since. He
hasn’t ridden any Trials during the summer and was still bandaged up at the end of August
when he was Clerk of the Course for the Gingerbeards and Greybeards Trials. Though now
he has just returned from the West Country where he rode his faithful rigid A.J.S in the two
Day Dartmoor Trial, a great favourite of his. He told me he found riding the event a painful
experience but managed again to come home first in his Class after the leader had to 
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retire! He is now resting up until the next Trial in the Sammy Miller Series. He has completed
the first four rounds and is well in the lead in his class and with the last three rounds coming
in the autumn he wishes to be present and try to continue his winning role. Good on you
Mike. Mind you his idea of resting up and most other peoples differ, tomorrow he is off to the
Goodwood Revival and will be bombing round on his very powerful Moto Cross outfit.
Paul Casling has not ridden much this summer with family commitments and holidays.
However, he proved it had not blunted his style with runner up slot in the Gingerbeards and
the outright win of the Greybeards. He will of course be back in action from now onwards and
will be riding the Star Group Championship.
I did report two editions back in this column that the Star Group were to consider
amalgamating the PRE 67 A Class for British machines over 250cc with the PRE 67 B
Class for under 250cc. This move has already been made in the North Kent Trials Combine.
However, though muted at the Star Group Committee Meeting no decision has been made,
and as I said last time I hope that those two classes are left separate.

CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR 2013
Visit our website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk to download Entry Forms.

20th October

Dick Little Trial

Hungry Hill, Aldershot

Pre 1967

15th December

Southern Experts Trial

Daventry, Northants

National

Contact - Neil Sinclair (07885-660939) neil.sinclair@uk.g4s.com

Contact - Chris Mawer (01525-384962) christopher.mawer@tiscali.co.uk

CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR 2013

Relaxing away from Editorial Duties, the Joint Editor tries out
a JAP sprinter for size at Ramsey sprint on the Isle of Man.

South of England
Show & Bikejumble
10am Sunday 13th October

13th April

75th Pioneer Run®

Epsom-Brighton

Pre 1915

11th May

Ixion Cavalcade

Bexhill, East Sussex

Pre 1940

9th-13th May

Warwickshire Weekend

Kings Coughton

Pre 1940

At The South of England Showground,
Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

14th-21st June

31st Welsh Week

Aberystwyth

Closed to
Club Pre 1931

(Junction 10/10a of the M23, signposted Wakehurst Place)

10th August

52nd Graham Walker Run

Beaulieu, Hampshire

Contact - Ian McGill (01293-771446)

Contact - Dave Masters (01424-211873)
Contact - Jenny Staple (01892-535671)

Contact- Colin Bentham (01761-241516)

Entry: £6 adults; £5 OAP & RealClassic members
Children under 16 free.

Pre 1940

© ELK Promotions 2013

Visit our website: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club
Founded 1924

Sunbeam Club News

Two Indoor Show Halls plus
three halls of BikeJumble & outside Bikejumble!
Club Stands, Trade Stands, BikeMart.
Hog roast with free-range pork.

Having a Clear-out?
Book a cheap garage clear-out stall: Enquire for details.
ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE

01797 344277
October - November 2013

www.elk-promotions.co.uk
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Fun with a1936 Norton Model 18 and Sidecar at the
Photographs by Dave and Sue Blanchard
Greybeards Trial

Mike Holloway and outfit

Signing on area and sidecar park

Val Holloway (in pink) turning down the offer (inset) of a ride around the field in the sidecar
“A couple of old boys charging round the field”

