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Dave Pittuck with 1896 Leon Bollee,
Councillor Clive Smitheram, Mayor of Epsom, Ewell &
Kate Baldock (sitting behind) and Passenger with 1897 Leon Bollee.

A club welcoming members with any make of machine and catering for

Veteran (pre-1915), Vintage (1915-1930), Post Vintage (1931-1940)
and Sporting Trials (pre-1965 and Modern bikes)
http://www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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t is now a year since we introduced the new format for the Club News and I am pleased to
say that we celebrate the anniversary with quite a full edition of the News.

Another successful Sunbeam Pioneer Run is behind us, please see the report and extra
colour photographs elsewhere in this News.
Dave Masters has joined the Management Committee, I wish him all the best in this new
role.
I was pleased and honoured to be awarded the President’s Cup at the AGM. Thank you.
I look forward to seeing you at some of the many and varied events that we have on offer
this year.
With Best Wishes,

Tony Lloyd
Tel: 01737 555413
aj.lloyd@blueyonder.co.uk

John

John Waghorn
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Mrs Julie Diplock
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David Masters
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John Buckingham
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Ian Cockshull
Dr John Hodson
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johnh587@googlemail.com
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Members Services
Sport Travel Solutions - Discount ferry services are available via Sport Travel Solutions,
contact Julie Warnes on 01670 712055, e-mail: juliewarnes@aol.com. Website: www.
sporttravelsolutions.net. Address: 15, Dipton Grove, Hall Close Grange, Cramlington,
Northumberland, NE23 6DR.
Morris Oils - Purchase their specially formulated oils for older vehicles with a Sunbeam
Club discount, either via our website or by telephoning 01782 410391 quoting Sunbeam
MCC. By either means the buyer enjoys a 20% discount and there is a further 10% to club
funds. One can also discuss problems and get advice on any form of lubrication query.
RAC Breakdown Insurance - Breakdown insurance at 25% discount via the RAC, phone
0800 550 550 and quote GEO 300. This breakdown service includes car, bike and trailer but
does not include cover if the trailer fails or measures over 18 feet.
Specialist Ferry Crossings - Discount ferry services are available via Specialist Ferry
Crossings either by website: www.nutttravel.com or telephoning 02870 351199 quoting smc.
** NEW!!** Vintage Tyres - We’re pleased to announce that we have arranged for Vintage
Tyre Supplies Ltd to supply all makes of tyres, both wired on and beaded edge, to club
members with a 5% discount, plus free delivery to mainland UK on orders over £50, just
quote Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd. Vintage Tyre Supplies Ltd, Beaulieu, Hants. SO42
7ZN. Contact by e-mail: sales@vintagetyres.com or telephone 0845 1200711 or
01590 612261. www.vintagetyres.com.

Registered in England No. 3011502

Copy date 10th of the month preceding publication

Registered Office: ETM Consulting Limited, The Old Stables, Hendal Farm, Groombridge, East Sussex, TN3 9NU
Web: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
Email: clubnews@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo that you
would like to share with the Club?

Send your comments to :
The Editor

(details inside front cover)

Re: John Neave Cup
Hi John
I can’t tell you how proud I am to be awarded the John Neave Cup. Not only is it an honour
but it has special significance to me.
John Neave introduced me to Trials and Scrambles and in the process the Sunbeam Club.
When I was fourteen I had a Saturday job at Bentalls, a department store in Kingston, and
John was the buyer for the household department where I worked. I’m sure Captain Peacock
modelled himself on John and it was an accurate portrayal I can tell you. He was held in great
awe by the staff and for that matter most of the customers.
For all that he was approachable and we used to chat about bikes when work was a bit
slow. After a while he offered to take me to a trial at Pirbright and I jumped at the chance.
In retrospect John was obviously aware of the sensibilities to be observed and insisted in
meeting my parents before he would take me.
John introduced me to the fun of observing. It has to be said that John was a bit of a poser
and used to cut quite a dash in his imported Levy’s, immaculate DR boots and German
ex-WD army cap. All finished off with a Balkan Sobranie in a long holder. He was a staunch
believer in the traditional old heavy trials iron and would welcome Triumph riders with “Here
comes a Trophy. Get the rope out.”
Before long I was in charge of my own sub-section but competitors were a tough bunch
in those days. You weren’t doing your job properly if you weren’t offered to be filled in by
someone you’d put down for a dab which they’d tried to hide under their “footing coat”.
Whilst we were waiting for the first riders to appear John used to say “Take the Duggie for
a spin” The leading link suspension on the Duggie wasn’t really suited to Tunnel Hill tracks
and I invariably came back with the front headlamp sealed beam unit smashed by the number
plate. John didn’t mind at all and next week it had all been repaired for me to have another
go.
After that John took a couple of my mates with him and we still speak of him with great
affection. We always used to see John when he was acting as Starter at the Pioneer and
exchange greetings. So it’s particularly poignant that I was presented with the cup at this
year’s AGM. We miss you John but we’re grateful for the fun you showed us.

The Sunbeam Club will have a Stand at the following Shows

I would appreciate it if members could help by attending and ‘selling’ the club to passing
visitors as well as bringing machines along to show, see below for dates.
21st May – Southern Classic Bike Show, Kempton Park
3rd July – Romney Marsh Classic Bike Show, Hamstreet, Ashford, Kent
20th / 21st August – Shoreham Airshow, Shoreham Airport, West Sussex
23rd October – South of England Real Classic Show, Ardingly, Sussex
Off road bikes and pre 1940 road bikes welcomed with open arms.

Who is it and what is it?

Ixion Cavalcade
Bexhill on Sea, 8th May 2011

Re: Entry Fees

Howard German
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John Waghorn

Another photograph from my collection, if any Club Member can identify the rider and /or the
machine please contact the editor.

Tony Lloyd
PS I tried, unsuccessfully, to find a photo of John. If anyone has one I’d be grateful for a copy;
as would Baz for our archives.
Dear Editor
Just skimming over recent copies of "The Automobile" magazine and rather surprised to
see that the entry fee for the 2011 Veteran Car run has reached £ 275.
Annual membership of the Veteran Car Club is £75 and both these figures make our
Sunbeam Club subscription £15, and the Pioneer Run entry fee £25 look the good value that
they are.

John Buckingham

A New Sunbeam MCC Event
Open to All Motor Cycles Made Before 1st January 1940
For an entry form and regulations phone Dave or Maggi on 01424 211873
or send an A5 SAE to Ixion Cavalcade c/o Dave Masters 6 Fairlight Close,
Bexhill on Sea, TN40 2PT
April - May 2011

5

Sunbeam MCC September Challenge

Alec Thompson

The Sunbeam MCC Ltd is in an early planning stage for this event and this note is to enquire
if veteran owners would be interested in supporting an event in September in the Vale of
Pickering or Vale of York areas. These areas offer beautiful scenery and quiet roads and
would consist of 40 + miles, starting and finishing at the same venue with a pub lunch midway.
The event will take place on Saturday 17th September.
Entry charge would be approx. £20, inclusive of welcoming bacon butty with tea/coffee,
buffet lunch of sandwiches, pizza, pies etc. and tea/coffee and cakes on return to base.
The event is open to all makes of veterans and to both Sunbeam members and non
members and will be covered by an ACU permit.
A list of B&B's, pubs etc. is available upon request, but initially please indicate
your interest/support to organiser, Clerk of Course and Secretary of Meeting, Alec
Thompson, Linden, Main Street, Sinnington, N/Yorks YO62 6SQ
01751 431478
alec81.thompson@mypostoffice.co.uk
Please understand, in order to organise such an event, we do need sufficient numbers to
make this happen so your input is essential.

Alberto Granado

John Hodson

Alberto Granado died on the 5th March at the age of 88. Granado was closely associated with
his friend and former travelling companion Che Guevara. In December 1951 the two young
men set off on a journey through Latin America on Granado’s motorcycle, a 1939 500cc
Norton nicknamed La Poderosa II (The Mighty One). They travelled through Argentina and
Chile before the motorcycle finally broke down and was abandoned in Santiago. Both Guevara
and Granado wrote accounts of their travels and the film, The Motorcycle Diaries, is a story
based on their accounts.
In 1961 Guevara invited Granado to Cuba, where he remained with his family for the rest
of his life. Granado had studied chemistry and biochemistry and when in Cuba he supported
the Castro government’s initiatives in the provision of medical services including the training
of doctors. Latterly he worked on stockbreeding.
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Whatever your pride and joy,
rest assured, we’ll get you covered.
The enthusiasts’ favourite for over twenty five years, Footman James is one of the
leading specialist insurance brokers.
With a UK client base of 140,000 owners of classic and vintage vehicles, Footman
James consistently uses its enormous influence to arrange our best deal for you.
So whatever your pride and joy, you can be confident that with
Footman James behind you, you’ve adopted our best policy.
Talk to us soon.

New Members

The following people have recently joined our Club. Give them a warm Sunbeam welcome.
John Scott (Surrey)
John Biggs (Bedfordshire)
Brian Thomas (Birmingham)
David Loveridge (Oxfordshire)
Christopher Thomas (Wales)
Andy Mark (Sussex)
Tony Verbeeten (Sussex)
Nigel Parrott (Sussex)
John Pocklington (Sussex)
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Peter Donaldson
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Quoteline: 0844

826 4547

www.footmanjames.co.uk

Footman James is a trading name of Aon Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
in respect of insurance mediation activities only. Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded for your protection.

FP 5352.01.09

COMPETITIVE RATES on modern car, motorcycle, home and contents insurance

Club Nights at Chiddingly
These are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE Tel:01825 872227 OS grid ref, TQ 543142.

Future Dates
April 7th

5th May

7th July

Contact Julie at Sport Travel Solutions
We guarantee an Excellent Service and Competitive Fares

Bring & Buy and Auction. Auctioneer Tim Penn
(Please bring along items, books, and anything interesting,
but indicate a reserve price on same to help Tim.
As usual a percentage to club funds would be helpful.
One person’s junk can be another’s “just what I’ve been looking for!”)
Motor Cycle quiz.

2nd June

NEED A FERRY CROSSING TO EUROPE

Visit to Wings and Wheels, Handcross area, arrive 7.45-8pm
make your own way to Unit 1, Bucklands Farm,
Brantridge Lane near Balcombe, West Sussex RH17 6JT
Special entry rate £5, normally £8.

with all of the Ferry Operators Including P&O Ferries
Telephone: 01670 712055
Email: juliewarnes@aol.com
Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net
SPECIAL FARES FOR
SUNBEAM MEMBERS

Make your own way to Anchor Inn, Anchor Lane, Barcombe, nr. Lewes BN8 5BS.

4th August

Fish & Chips at Trawlers, Seaford, make your own way.

These independent rides to visits are in order to avoid costs to the club of arranging ACU
permits for a conducted ride.

Club Night Reports
March Club Night
Baz Staple
Talk on the Calthorpe products by John Hodson
John’s talk was well researched and informative on the history of Calthorpe and their various
other pre Calthorpe titles and owners. This covered their products of bicycles, cars and
motorcycles, all well illustrated on computer controlled projection.
It was generally agreed that their motorcycle designs were both neat and functional. Sadly
the Calthorpe factory went to the wall in 1939.
Many thanks John.
February Club Night
Baz Staple
16mm film show
Owing to a lack of new material four films were shown, which had been seen before. These
were early post war Gaumont British film clips of various sports, the International Six Day Trial
in Wales, Sunbeam Point to Point and finishing with a Laurel & Hardy. At various points there
was a good laugh from our audience who also seemed to delight in the clickety click from the
now old fashioned club projector.

8

Sunbeam Club News

MAIL SPARES
We sell British motorcycles
1900 to 1980
We need to buy these machines
- single items in large collections.
Any condition.
Also spares and associated items.
such as lights, signs, catalogues etc
Phone for a confidential discussion.

Ron Farthing
The Old Barn, Curload, Stoke St. Gregory
Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6BJ
Telephone: 01823 491443
April - May 2011
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Pinhard Trophy Presentation ACU Awards Dinner

Tony Lloyd

Jack Challoner was the
winner of The Pinhard
Trophy for 2010 and
he
was
presented
with the Trophy at the
end of January on the
occasion of the ACU
Awards Dinner. Jack
was runaway winner
of the World Junior
Trials Championship.
This is his second
world title, in 2008 he
was World Youth Cup
Champion. Jack was in
Spain training for the
forthcoming season but
felt so honoured to win
the trophy that he made
a special overnight journey back to attend. Five of his family also attended.

28th Welsh Week, Aberystwyth
Saturday 25th June – Saturday 2nd July 2011
Student accommodation in single/twin bedded rooms with wash basin.
Baths, showers and toilets located on each floor.
Full board, including packed lunches where applicable.
Covered parking for motor cycles
Varied routes suitable for all ages (pre 1940) of machine.
Route leader and back marker so no maps or route cards to worry about!
Recovery if required.
Entry Fee £35-00
Holiday Cost £295-00 per person.
Further details from Colin Bentham 01761-241516
or John Appleton 01296-623048

Sunbeam are given pole position at the awards ceremony, ours was the first presentation of
the evening. The ACU made us very welcome and printed a special article in the programme
for the night. I chatted to several people during the evening and Sunbeam’s name was well to
the fore.
The ACU also gave prominence to presentation of the Trophy on their website after the
Awards night.

Bangers and Steam – Mid Summer Club BBQ

Neil Sinclair

I am organising a club BBQ for members across the V&V and modern trials fraternity, where
riders and their families will be made most welcome. To be held at the Hamilton Arms,
Stedham on the 24th July 2011, 10.30am.
Briefly there will be on offer;
A social gathering at the Hamilton Arms Pub, Stedham Nr Midhurst West Sussex. All
facilities, tea, coffee and lavatories will be at our disposal all day.
A 20 mile maximum road run “The Spirit of the Greybeards” for all classes of two and three
wheeled machines, ancient, modern and anywhere in between. This will take in some of the
picturesque West Sussex countryside.
An option to visit the Hollycombe Steam collection, Liphook for a trip on a steam train and
to view their steam collection (extra charge).
Treasure hunt for the young ones in the pub grounds
A BBQ supplied by our hosts, the Hamilton Arms, on a pay as you eat basis with a display
of machinery outside the Club marquee
For more details email neil.sinclair@aviva.co.uk or call evenings – 02380 403949
or mobile 07885 660939
10
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Some Early Milestones in Driving History

John Hodson

1904 - Vehicles required to display
number plates.

1930 - 20mph speed limit abolished.

1904 - Driving licences introduced.

1934 - Cat’s eyes invented.

1923 - Traffic roundabouts introduced.

1935 - First driving tests held cost
10 shillings (50p).

1927 - First automatic traffic lights installed.

1931 - Highway Code first published.

1930 - A minimum age for driving set.
1930 - 3rd party insurance becomes
compulsory.

New Conyboro Run
Sunday 29th May 2011
Six Bells Public House, Chiddingly, East Sussex, BN8 6HE
Arrive 10.00am Pre booked lunches available at the pub.
Details off the club website or Phone Steve Marks on 01323-849199.
Past entrants will receive entry forms through the post.

Sunbeam Riders at the 2011 Talmag International

This year I was riding with my son Steve who
was out for a rare ride on his 1949 AJS 18C
but we had also taken along a friend so that
he could see the spectacle of big four-strokes
on full throttle with rear wheels spinning and
great plumes of dirt being thrown from the
studded rear tyres. Jim Prett one of our friends
who is a keen Norton fan and motorcycle
rallyist has been spectating at Historic Road
Racing for quite some years now. But! He
was not aware of the enjoyment he was about
to receive! He still hasn’t stopped enthusing
about a Nostalgic and Historic day out with the
Trials Boys.
Yes he has seen some Pre-65 Trials before but the sheer numbers of old British Bikes and
the wonderful sounds they made, had Jim spellbound! A day he can never forget!
I know that some of our ‘road riding’ club members are missing out on this action, so please
look out for trials events. Do come along, get close to the action and see for yourselves.
The course was run over two laps of fifteen observed sections with a really long and
extremely fast special test to be completed after the first lap. This year in the special test

Dave Blanchard

January is a cold and bare type of
month when most enthusiast’s of
Vintage and Classic motorcycle’s
are usually hibernating at home
and dreaming of those warm
sunny days that are yet to
emerge, unless of course you are
a Sunbeam Trials Rider! For now
is the time of year when old British
Four Strokes and their owners
get to exercise their respective
lungs. This encourages
the
keen and hardy spectators to
come out and enjoy the exploits
of Sunbeam Trials riders (and
others) attempting those lovely
big sandy hills that this part of
Surrey has in abundance.
All this action takes place usually on the last Sunday in the month at the Army ground known
as Hungry Hill which is so easily accessible on the outskirts of Aldershot Town.
12

The Sunbeam Club had ten riders in the
competitor’s programme. These were, George
Smith, Bernard and Graham Rodemark,
Chris Brown, Ian Watkins, Roger Sutton, C.
Bentham, D. Johnson, yours truly and last but
certainly not least, Brian Humphries.

Sunbeam Club News

you could start with a running engine, this made it fairer to those not so strong riders who
struggle to fire up a big old heavyweight single cylinder four-stroke. You are on the start line
with engine running and gearbox in neutral, clutch hand touching crash helmet. With stop
watch at the ready the starter drops his arm and you are away. Low gear and accelerating
hard down a loose sandy hill to a left hand hairpin turn at the bottom. Then it’s a medium long
April - May 2011
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fast climb uphill on a mixture of sand and clay
before violently flinging the bike to the right and
cresting a sharp slippery ridge. Now you are
facing downhill again but this time on sand and
flints. It’s a long run down to the bottom so you
let the speed build and build until your eyes blur
and tears stream down your cheeks. Just at that
point the course goes into a long left curve on
smooth loose sand and your nerve is stretched
to breaking point as you try to hold that throttle
open, whilst praying that the rear wheel keeps
track somewhere in line with the front. You have
come out of that sandy bend in one piece and
are confronted with a long ‘flat out’ uphill run on
mainly flint and stones. Halfway up this hill on its
right hand side is a bump. Here you can have
fun if you choose to ride the bump instead of the
flat ground at the side. If you are fast enough,
this is where you get your wings! Keep the
throttle open as the bike leaves the ground and
you will land rear wheel first as Dave Bickers
would have done back in the sixties. But it is not over yet! There is one more sharp right hand
uphill turn to do before you brake hard into a taped stop box. The brave idea is to ride high up
on the left bank as much as possible so that when the final right hand corner comes into view
you can keep your speed at maximum as you fight the slippery clay at the end. Only thing left
to do is stop the bike if you can? All this whilst exerting maximum braking effort on the said
slippery clay! It’s quite OK to fall off here because there is no penalty incurred for landing on
your ear!
The vigilant Marshall clicks his stop watch and records your time precisely, just in case of a
tie break situation in the results. That was fun! Believe me because I was there!
The special test has to be one of the
spectator’s favourite viewing points
and it gives them a bit of an Adrenaline
rush for free. But not to the extent
that the riders would get if they came
a cropper at speed! They tell me that
the colour of Adrenaline can be Brown!

Ian McGill

Yet another superb day for Pioneer Motorcycling, with an entry of 374, the best for many years.
The day started by being very cold and the stalwart volunteers at Epsom braved some -3ºC
to erect the PA system and set out the starting area, thanks guy’s you did a handsome job
setting up and clearing the site after all riders had departed.
Riders came from many parts of Europe & USA, especially noting Dr Claudio Femiano who
made the long journey from south of Naples to ride the Rudge Multi in our premier event.
Owing to the unfortunate (for us) closure of Leonardslee Gardens, the coffee stop was taken
at Handcross Park School this was very well received by all who stopped for coffee, apologies
for the unfortunate announcement at Epsom that said the coffee stop was not open for tender
drivers, this was not correct.
Arriving at Madeira Drive riders could have thought it was midsummer; the sun was shining
with little or no wind and a tremendous crowd of spectators.
Many thanks to all the volunteers from the many motorcycle clubs that help on the day at
the three locations visited. Sincere thanks also to our sponsors and programme advertisers,
without whom our entry fees would be a great deal higher.
Pioneer Run Award Winners
Lt Col "Tiny Ayres" Memorial Trophy
Greatest Combined Age Rider and Machine
Winner – Cyril May – 1904 Humber - total years 195
1st Runner Up – John Elliott – 1899 Automoto - total years 183
2nd Runner Up – David Simmons – 1904 Rexette – total years 181
Laurie Fenton Memorial Trophy
Greatest Age Difference between Rider and Machine
Winner – Stephen Reed – 1903 Chater-Lea – total years difference 85
1st Runner Up – Kate Baldock– 1897 Leon Bollee – total years difference 82
2nd Runner Up – Luke Swift – 1912 AC Sociable – total years difference 77
Ladies Award with Replica
The Best Lady Rider – Jane Anderson – 1909 Lloyd-Thomas
Bob Currie Memorial Trophy
Most Meritorious Performance – Richard Miller – 1914 Wall Auto-Wheel
Classic Motor Cycle Trophy
Best Authentic and Un-restored Machine – Martin Scholl – 1912 Moto-Reve
Dutch Horsepower Team Trophy
Team of Three Riders, One from each Class, Greatest Combined Age of Riders & Machines
Men of Kent – David Simmons – 1904 Rexette – Peter Culham – 1909 Chater-Lea
– Baz Staple – 1913 AJS – total 522 years.

Words cannot convey the fantastic
Trials day out provided by the Talmag
Club and its members. Dedication
as with all Clubs is first rate. For
an example, the ever welcoming and
hardworking secretary of the meeting
Pat Gaines, has been doing this job for
over forty years! What more is there to
say about dedication than that!

German VTVG Trophy
Best Newcomer – George Case – 1913 Alldays
Brian Verrall Memorial Trophy
Best Three Wheel Machine – John Earnshaw – 1899 Phebus
Ray Newton Memorial Trophy
Best Vee-Twin Machine – Paul Morley – 1914 James

Many thanks ‘Talmag Club’ and all of
the extra volunteer helpers.
14

Report on 73rd Pioneer Run
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MOT Testing - Motorcycles

Baz Staple

Lost

At the AGM it was claimed that the MOT test for older vehicles had been scrapped. On
contacting the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs who are consulted on issues such
as this, they advised that whilst this is under discussion with VOSA it has not been agreed as
is claimed by some sources. They confirm there is a lot of misinformation on the subject but
they will make a clear statement in their next Newsletter, due out shortly.

Lost from a competitor’s trailer on route from Epsom to Brighton “Heavy chain with two
locks attached ". Contact Peter 0208 5040417

While on the subject of MOT’s for older bikes the club has recently invested in a Tester’s
manual for motorcycles and the following notes may be of assistance where examiners are not
as aware as they might be on the various easements stated for the older machines.

Now that our premier event, the Pioneer Run® is all done and dusted for 2011 as far as
the riders are concerned, I would like to put on record what an immense service Ian McGill
does for this event and the club, in addition to his other undertakings as Club and Company
Secretary. His Pioneer work starts about August and goes on for many weeks after the Run
is completed with the greatest concentration between December and March. As I said at the
prize giving on 20th March whilst he has over 100 helpers on the day these all have to be
briefed and the paperwork and background tasks are his solo effort, aided and abetted by his
wife Barbara, so on behalf of the riders and the club they have both earned a really big thank
you, not only for 2011 but the past years also.

Lighting 1.2
If lights are not fitted or connected the tester may issue an advisory note that the machine is
used only in daylight hours or not used at times of seriously reduced visibility. A motorcycle
first used before 1st January 1931 does not need a headlamp.
Stop Lamps 1.3
Stop lamps are not necessary before 1st January 1936
Brake Controls 3.1
Motorcycles first registered before 1st January 1927 must have a braking system which works
on at least one wheel. Motorcycles registered on or after 1st January 1927 must have an
efficient braking system with two means of operation or two braking systems with separate
means of operation.
Brake Performance 3.3
Motorcycles first registered on or after 1st January 1927 require two means of operating
the brakes, one achieving a minimum efficiency of 30% and the other a minimum of 25%.
Machines before this date are only required to have one means of operating the brakes which
should have an efficiency of at least 30%. The test for percentage efficiency is:Total retarding forces for one system
Weight of machine & rider

x 100

If the wheel locks on the operation of the brake control, the efficiency requirement of 30%
is considered to have been met for that control, this does not apply to a braked wheel on a
sidecar.
Structure 6.3
Motorcycles manufactured before 1st January 1973 may have registration plates displaying
white, grey or silver characters on a black background.
I am holding the club’s Tester’s manual and in the event of anyone having problems or
queries I will try to assist.

Pioneer Run®

Baz Staple

A New Trial for those Riding Older Machinery Peter Donaldson
Our Associate Club Bexleyheath has decided that there is a need for more Trials like the
Dick Little Trial that we run, ie purely for Pre 65 A and B Class solo, Sidecar machinery and
Twinshocks, there is a championship class but including a route for Gentlemen. They have a
brilliant piece of ground, all 72 acres of it, down in deepest Sussex at Burwash, near Battle.
It is to be a two day affair and there is oodles of room for camping, tents, caravans and
motorhomes.
They will be serving up 15 sections, to be ridden three times, on the varied territory there,
rocks, streams, great banks and slopes. The Clerk of the Course will be Rob Fleet who started
his serious riding on Pre 65 A Class Machinery, moved onto Modern mono shock ‘ bikes and
for the last couple of years has been back on a Triumph 350cc twin. He has tried his hand at
twin shock riding as well. Always a very capable rider and a sensible bloke, gets that from his
Dad, Dennis, who campaigned Triumph twins for donkey’s years!
Saturday is to be practise day and you will be on the sections to be used the following day
with no intention of changing them overnight unless they become unsuitable. And Sunday it
will be an Open to Centre Event to be called the “Battle of Burwash”, and the date 21st and
22nd May.
For more info go to www.motorbiketrials.com where a link will be found on the front page.

Pioneer Run Photographs
Photographs taken from different locations are available from:

Membership Information

Equipe Ajax

Peter Donaldson

Our current membership level is: - 453 members.
Of the 453 members, 212 have internet access = 46.8%
Of the 453 members, the following number have given their DOB =336
Of the 336, the average age is: -66 years old
Of the 336, those aged 50 years and over are: -88.7%
Of the 336, those under the age of 50 years are: -11.3%
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Flat 9, Broadwater Boulevard, Rectory Gardens.
Worthing, West Sussex, BN14 8JF
The photographs are on a 2 GB memory stick
at the very reasonable price of £10 including p&p.
Cheques payable to BR Somerville
April - May 2011
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Pioneer Photographs

Equipe Ajax

Steve Dickson with 1.75hp 1898 De Dion Boulton

Mike Macartney with 500cc 1910 Favourite

David Bignold with 1914 269cc Ixion

Andy Dean with 1914 293cc New Imperial

Scott Brown and Passenger with 1897 2.5hp Leon Bollee

Christopher Ronalds with 293cc 1913 Hazelwood

David Noakes with 498cc 1906 FN
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John Booth with 6hp 1914 Royal Enfield Outfit and Passenger

Sunbeam Club News

George Case with 500cc 1913 Alldays

April - May 2011

David Plant with 3.5hp 1914 Sunbeam
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The Highway Code

John Hodson

Motor Cyclists

from The Grimsby News Friday August 22nd 1919

April 14th this year marks the 80th anniversary of the Highway Code. The 1931 edition cost
one old penny (1d) and was the only Highway Code to carry advertisements, advertises
included BP, Castrol Motor Oil, The Motorcycle, Motor Union Insurance and the RAC. At only
twenty four pages it was rather a thin volume, especially when compared with the 145 pages
of the current edition.

"To the Editor

When the Highway Code was first launched there were just 2.3 million motor vehicles in
Great Britain of which about 0.7 million (32%) were motorcycles, at the end of 2008 there were
34.3 million vehicles registered in Great Britain of which about 1.3 million (3.8%) were licensed
motorcycles. It is said that the Highway Code is one of the few books in print that can lay claim
to saving thousands of lives. In 1931 7,000 people were killed on the roads, today the annual
death rate from road accidents is nearer 3,000, still too many.

If the fools could only imagine the disgust of the public they would try to ride at a rational
speed with due consideration for aged folk and children.

Although the original Highway Code made no mention of mirrors, drivers of horse drawn
vehicles were advised to “rotate the whip above the head; then incline the whip to the right or
left to show the direction in which the turn is to be made.” Drivers were advised to sound their
horn when overtaking.
There were special comments for motorcycles:
“The small space you occupy, your capacity for high speed and your reluctance to stop dead
may tempt you to “cut in” by threading your way between other vehicles. This is a frequent
source of accidents.”
“Be cautious and considerate rather than trust solely to your driving skill.”

Sir- I was delighted to read the Doncaster Coroner’s sage remarks concerning the madcaps
who ride motor cycles at such a speed as to endanger the lives of the community. There are
many of them, and I have my eye on a rider who mounts a well known make of machine, who
will eventually I believe kill himself, or, worse still, some unfortunate person or persons!

Although it may seem heartless, I believe I am quite justified in saying the public generally
are inwardly pleased when one of the hair brained crew reach grief - they ask for it so there
is no need for sympathy when their request is granted.
I never saw any of these glossy haired “knuts” rushing to the recruiting station at 30 miles
per hour armed with a cigarette.
No, it is so much better they seem to think, to rush along town and country roads at 30 to 40
miles per hour with something approaching ½ a ton of metal etc, than to face German shells,
poison gas etc They may think the public consider them valiant, but the expression I hear
about them the Editor would, I believe, consider unprintable.
Yours truly
Wm H Marris"

“Sudden noisy acceleration is unnecessary and disturbing.”
“Remember that as a motor cyclist the same rules apply to you as to the car driver.”
“Make no attempt to gain forward position in a traffic block by means of the narrow spaces
between stationary vehicles. They may suddenly start and you will impede them and endanger
yourself.”
Some things have not changed in the Code over the years. The first edition urged all road
users to be careful and considerate towards others by putting safety first.
Advice on how to cross the road now fills a whole chapter but in 1931 this merited only a few
paragraphs. Pedestrians were advised not to stand about in the road, especially in groups, or
at blind corners or other dangerous places!

It would seem that Mr Marris had a dislike of motor cyclists! The next week’s edition of The
Grimsby News contained a letter strongly defending Grimsby motor cyclists and pointing out
that many of them had enlisted and some had lost their lives in WW1.

What is it?

John Hodson

For some time I had wondered exactly what the device that is positioned between the carburetter
and cylinder barrel of my 1924 350cc Coventry Eagle
The Terry’s
was. On Welsh Week last year Spike Holman explained
Autoxtra
that its main function is as a type of economiser. Geoff
Morris provided me with a description of the device from
the Terry’s catalogue of 1926. Known as an Autoxtra it is
described as an automatic air valve which works with the
engine. According to the catalogue “It gives more miles
to the gallon, suspends carbonisation, prevents flooding,
prevents oil being drawn in the piston head and also
prevents a smoky exhaust. Pays for itself in 300 miles.”
The cost for the motorcycle size device was 5/- but for
a car it cost 10/6. Additional claims made were: “Splendid
for Fords and valuable on any engine where it can be
fitted between engine and carburetter. Keeps engine cool
and prevents cracked plugs.”
Thanks to Geoff and Spike for the information.
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Obscure Motorcycles: The Economic

John Hodson

The Economic motorcycle was made at Primrose Works, Lullingstone, Kent at a location
between the villages of Shoreham and Eynsford. It is not possible to identify exactly where the
Primrose Works was, but it was perhaps located on a site that is now a car park for visitors to
the Lullingstone Roman Villa.
The history, ownership and management of Economic Motors Ltd are complex and at times
the company was involved with the British Johnson Motor Wheel Company, Victor Motors
(Eynsford) Ltd and the Eynsford Engineering Company. In June 1920 Economic Motors was
incorporated and the business terms of reference included manufacture, sales, repair and
hire of just about every form of land, air and water transport except motorcycles, which they
certainly did manufacture! A wide range of other activities was carried out by the company.
Economic Motors Limited had been well known for some time for the manufacture of
engines for attachment to bicycles, prior to their manufacture of a lightweight motorcycle using
the same engine. The motorcycle was displayed at the 1921 Olympia Motor Cycle Show.
The 1922 165cc Economic Motorcycle

VERRALLS
(Handcross) Ltd.

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC
and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED
We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny
farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

We always have on display a range of machines at our
showrooms below:
The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Telephone: 01444 400 678

The engine, which was of American design, was originally intended for powering dynamos
and WW1 trench water pumps and many were left over at the end of the war. This two-stroke
engine had two horizontal cylinders, a capacity of 165cc, cast iron pistons, phosphor bronze
connecting rods, hardened crankshaft, single lever carburetter and was lubricated by petroil.
The Friction Drive Transmission Gear
Ignition was by flywheel magneto and a separate lighting coil
was fitted. A clutch pedal and friction drive gear gave nine
speeds with variations between 1 to 6 and 1 to 19. A duplex
frame, spring forks, saddle with coil springs, stirrup front brake,
belt rim rear brake, 1½ gallon tank, 26x 2¼ tyres, black enamel
and nickel plate finish the specification.
The price for the 165cc machine was set at £34 and a
claim was made that it was the cheapest motorcycle in the
world; however the price was later reduced to £28-17s-6d.
In 1923 an Economic a motorcycle with a 250cc engine and

Fax: 01444 401 111

Website: www.verralls.com
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costing £36 was introduced.
An ACU observed run from London to Edinburgh was made on the 165cc motorcycle at an
average speed of 17mph and returning 100 miles per gallon.

Book Review
Coventry Eagle – The History of a Motorcycle Company by John Hodson

Economic motorcycles were not the only vehicles to be made at Lullingstone. The Whippet
Spider cyclecar with JAP engine, DEW Monocar and Victor cyclecar were also made there.
For further information see W G Duncombe, Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society
Publication No 17, 1999.

HELP! 1904 Humber (Beeston) Motorcycle

This little bike served me well and as
you might expect I have always had a soft spot
for the marque. So I had been looking forward
to John Hodson’s Coventry Eagle ‘history’
which I knew he had been beavering away at
and researching all available sources.

Dave Pittuck

I am involved with a project for which I need
information regarding the design of the clutch
assembly as appears on the accompanying
photograph. Does anybody know the
whereabouts either of such a machine, and/or,
of drawings/photographs of the clutch? Any
assistance would be very much appreciated.
Dave Pittuck, 01403 700658,
dpittuck@hotmail.com (West Sussex)

Humber Clutch Assembly

Geoff Morris

In 1959 when I was a 17 year old schoolboy,
my Dad gave me my very own ‘magic carpet’
in the shape of a 1938 Coventry Eagle 125cc
‘Cadet’. It had been his own ride-to-work bike
for years but to me it was a fantastic thing and
it took me all over Surrey and I even rode it to
School.

Published by John this A4 format 120 page book packs a lot of events between the
covers. Almost every page is illustrated and depicts bicycles, motorcycles, personalities and
events.
What sets this book apart from earlier and indeed some contemporary ‘desk-top’
published histories are the sharpness and quality of the illustrations and photographs used.
At the back are a full index and an incredibly detailed bibliography of all the source material
(almost a hundred references). Finally there is a list of prominent ‘Coventry Eagle’ agents or
dealers both home and overseas.
The Author clarifies the sometimes convoluted birth pangs of this company in detail and
corrects some previously ‘set in stone’ inaccuracies to good effect. As many of us know,
‘Coventry Eagle’ early history is bound up in bicycles which led to their first motorcycle
in 1901. In between then and the end of motorcycle production in late 1940 a truly
comprehensive range of mounts were turned out – from road burners to potterers during
that near 40 year span.

PERSONAL
The Trials section members, GSOH,
outgoing personality, would really like
to meet the V&V section members who
may be able to spare some time and
assist them in good “clean” fun.
Not looking for marriage, just casual
fun and games upto four times per year.
No pressure, no ties. Very casual
wear and stout shoes/boots essential.
Thermos or hip flasks and wooly hats
optional. No sandals.

The most desirable model of all, the famous ‘Flying Eight’ is covered in detail especially
why it so resembled in many ways its illustrious contemporary the ‘Brough Superior’. I never
knew the likely reasons for the similarity between the two makes and this is expounded in
full. Fascinating reading!
It seems to me (as a non expert on the make) that virtually every model of ‘Coventry
Eagle’ is covered (and illustrated), at least briefly, in this welcome history of a lesser, but
none the less proud, make and I commend the Author on the obvious amount of hardnosed
graft put into it.
The book is available from John Hodson, 14 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley, Kent, DA5 2HR
usually priced at £15 plus £3 postage but available at the special price of £10 plus £3
postage to Sunbeam Club Members, cheques payable to John Hodson.

Call Chris Mawer, 07710 211913
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Sidcup Sixty Trial Re-enactment Photographs

Dave Blanchard

25th Garden of England Run 17th July

Tony Lloyd

(see August-September 2010 Sunbeam News for details).

The Garden of England Run comes round again in July when it will be run for the 25th time.

Some members of the Sidcup Sixty re-enactment with the original Trophy called the 'Youngs
Cup' which was given to the winner of said Trial back in the thirties. Roger Beale (another
member of the re-enactment team) was absent at the time of the photo shoot.

We are thinking about changing the route sometime but this year it will be the same as
previous. We will, however, have marshals at salient points to indicate the route and help out
with traffic. The marshals are being organized by Simon Livingstone, a pal of Baz. Simon isn’t
a member but we’re extremely grateful for his help.
We have the usual three classes for Veterans, Vintage (pre-31) and Veteran/Vintage Threewheelers. Open to all, including non-members, with members enjoying a reduced entry fee.
For the last two years we have invited entries for a Post-Vintage (Pre-1940) class to test
interest. There were no prizes or souvenir finishers’ awards. In the event we only had one or
two entries so this class will once again be demonstration only until we feel that it’s financially
viable.
Regs will be sent out to all on the mailing list in April. New entries from members and
non-members are always welcome so if you are not already on the mailing list phone or e-mail
Tony Lloyd (make sure you head e-mails “Garden of England” so that we know it’s not spam).
Entry forms are also available on the club website. www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk go to Events
Calendar and click box for Entry Forms.
Sometimes the landowner changes our entry gate at the last minute for sheep-grazing
rotation purposes. So look for the Sunbeam banners to mark our entry gate.
Routes and venue have been stabilised for several years now and seem to be generally
popular, so mixture as before, about 40 miles for the Short Course and 50 miles for the Long
Course. Lunch stop, mid-way, will once again be at The Lord Raglan, Rabbit’s Cross.

Dave Blanchard

Some entrants dislike the nadgery bits. Whilst respecting those views we like to provide a
little bit of sporting challenge. So the Final Instructions will include instructions on avoiding
these sections.

George Smith

We have a good established team of regular supporters and helpers now but any offers of
help in route-marking, site set-up, marshalling or recovery will be welcomed with open arms.
Let's hope for our usual good weather.
Tony Lloyd 01737 555413 aj.lloyd@virginmedia.com

Gordon Jackson Trial

Chris Mawer

Our first Trial of 2011 was a Star Group event held at Bagshot Heath South. Its success was
due to the efforts of Paul Casling as Clerk of the Course ably assisted by Course Plotter Geoff
Norris. Peter Donaldson was Secretary of the Meeting – assisted by his daughter on the
Results - it’s these Computers you know!
The entry finished up at 71 which was good for the time of the year – we had been asked
by Star Group management to move from our customary August slot to get the season going
early.
A very good turnout of Observers and Marshals is essential to the success of the event
which is why later in this article all their names will be listed.
Left to right: Dave, George and Bob

Photographs by Peter Burrell
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Bob Onley

The Course was over 3 Laps of the usually tricky sandy going and though it was dry on Lap
1 the rain began to fall and became ever heavier through the day. So the Observers when
they returned at the end brought in some very ‘soggy’ cards which made for hard work in
calculating the Results.
Sunbeam Club News
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Subsequent to the event we fielded phone calls and ‘on line’ messages of appreciation of
the day from Competitors, some said it was a ‘tad’ easy – better than the usual comment that
it was a ‘killer’.
One happening which we think was a first when we had an ‘all Girl’ Sidecar crew. Sarah
Carter, who for some years has been passenger for Chris Guppy appeared as a Driver with
a well spoken young lady as ballast. They managed two laps which was a good effort. Chris
Guppy appeared with another young lady passenger!

not riding in Army trials their weekends were used representing the manufacturers of that time
in National Trials.
So back to reality whilst I was working in an office all week they were out practising at
Liphook on G3Ls that became almost semi-works machines – though Plumstead would have
denied it at the time!
So did not win as many Awards as Richard Mummery and I do remember half way through
1956 being rushed off to Suez – and then coming back, very quickly. That is another story.

So now to the Club heroes observing:David Footman, David Hamilton-Smith, Brian Humphries, Joan Westbrook, Mike Holloway,
Mark Mills, John Sapsard, Paul Squires, Derek Howard, Tony Lloyd, Peter Faull, Tony Sargent
and Dick Hutcheson. Our Starter was David Jordan.
PS Note to Trials Sec. – get some Waterproof Observers Cards.

Trials News – An Up-Date

Chris Mawer

In the previous item there is an account of the recent Gordon Jackson Trial.
Our full programme for the rest of the year is now becoming clearer. The next trial will be
the Dick Little British Bike and Twin Shock event again at Bagshot Heath with Neil Sinclair in
charge in June.
The Sunbeam Novice Trial, back after an absence of 30 years, will be at Billingshurst at end
of July with Joan Westbrook organizing – get well soon Joan!
The Greybeards weekend will be at Horsmonden with Mike Holloway in charge and the new
trial on the Saturday will be for Twin Shocks and British Pre 67 to be called the Southern Trial,
resurrecting another name from the past. This will be the 3/4th September.
We then have the Southern Experts again on Dartmoor with the West of England club for
the 4th December.

Memories of the Fifties

Chris Mawer

Richard Mummery with his comments re National Service and Trials motorcycling has at least
prompted me to disclose some of my similar experiences during service for the Queen.
I joined a bit earlier than Richard, being a 1955-57 man, and having been allocated to the
RASC spent most of my time after Basic Training doing Shorthand and Typing for Generals
and Colonels at HQ Southern Command at Wilton, just off Salisbury Plain.
I eventually disclosed to an MT Major that I did ride in Trials and had a very good 500T
Norton (first Trial the Sunbeam Novice at Cross in Hand) in 1954. My claim to any ability was
quickly dismissed as I was not in an MT unit, and I was issued with a standard Norton 16H
just for Army trials. These consisted of the first day a 70 mile ‘bash’ across the ‘Plain’ and
then proper Sections with Observation on the next. The first day ‘Scramble’ always eliminated
half the entry and all the Officers who entered, usually due to ‘madness’ so the second half of
the trial became serious. After having achieved passable results in the first few Trials I was
issued with a very special Matchless G3L, maintained after each Trial by the REME, and then
transported around southern England in Land Rover with Driver to the various events.
Being in the Salisbury Plain Dist. Team RASC we never achieved the results of the Aldershot
& Dist. RASC team, who practised all day, or indeed the ‘gods’ of Army trials motorcycling, the
REME teams based at Bordon and the MT School there. At the time they had at least three
teams all made up of ‘works’ riders from British factories doing their National Service. When
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Report on 2011 AGM

Ian McGill, Secretary
The Annual General Meeting of The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd: was held on Saturday
5th March 2011 at Peacock Lodge, New Chapel, Surrey.
44 members attended and there were apologies from a further 31 members. One asks where
the other 400 odd members were!
The meeting opened at 2.00pm, with a welcome by our president Mrs Marjorie Ayers, who
then handed the meeting over to Chairman Baz Staple.
Then followed the annual report from the Chairman and Secretary who told of the excellent
events enjoyed during 2010 and the Secretary gave information of new events for 2011. Our
Treasurer Roy Plummer reported on a sound financial position.
The Honorary Auditors Dr John Hodson and Tony Lloyd were proposed by Ian McGill and
2nd by Howard German.
Our Trials Secretary Chris Mawer offered a report not dissimilar from last year as we had
another excellent year for the Trials lads, who enjoyed the efforts of several members who laid
out the trials courses, many thanks to those who turned out as observers and helpers. Chris
also offered two re-introduced trials, the Sunbeam Novice and the Twin shock/British Bike
Trial.
Peter Donaldson spoke about the state of membership, where membership fell by 12 from
477 to 465, but bearing in mind that it was only four years ago that we broke through the 400
barrier, things were still looking up, and further subs for 2011 were still being received, so if
you have yet to pay, please do so, Now.
John Hodson was pleased with the new format and contributions that he had received, but
could still do with more, and especially good quality photographs. There were suggestions of
an electronic version of the News, but said most members would rather read paper than a
screen.
Registration of machines on the Pioneer Register was also on the ‘up’ as last year we
accepted 45 new applications with only five refusals; this was up on 2010 when only 29
applications were approved.
Tony Lloyd reported on an excellent Pinhard Trust prize, that was won by Jack Challoner
who is the World Junior Trials Champion, runner up being Jack Shepherd; the Pinhard Prize
was well reported in the Motorcycle Press.
Our President and Vice Presidents plus all Club Officers were re-elected there being no
proposals for change, one new committee member; Dave Masters was proposed by Chris Pile
and 2nd by Baz Staple and unanimously accepted by the meeting.
Awards for 2010/2011:- Presents Cup: John Hodson, John Olley Cup: Paul Casling,
John Neave Cup: Tony Lloyd, Len & Marjorie Savage Ladies Rosebowl: Ann Gidlow
After tea/coffee and cakes the meeting followed with a general discussion on club matters,
mostly about the proposal to drop MOT tests for pre 1945 vehicles, the general opinion was
that this was not a good idea.
The meeting closed at 1650hrs.
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AGM Photographs

Photographs by Dave Masters

Off the Saddle

Peter Donaldson

We were very sorry to hear that David Jordan has had a stroke. David was on the Club’s
Management Committee for many years and also the Membership Secretary for eight years
back in the 1980’s and 90’s. He served on the Club’s Trials Committee for many a year and
still turns up annually at events we run, was Club Steward at the February Gordon Jackson
Trial. On top of that he has been secretary of the Star Group for over 10 years. I am sure you
will wish him a quick and safe recovery.

Ann Gidlow receiving the Ladies Rosebowl

Tony Lloyd receiving the John Neave Cup

Members Advertisements
Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are
free to Club Members, and can repeat free for several
issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your
requirements.
Please note this does not include business advertising.
Address and Contact Numbers inside the front cover.
WANTED
Brammer link belt measuring 1.20 inches at widest point.
Dave Pittuck 01403 700658 (West Sussex).
Belt Rim 18-20inch diameter to suit A section (small for Clement) belt. Brake to work on
outside of C section belt rim (Douglas). Also anything relating to Werner.
Peter Cox 01547 530546.
British lightweight motorcycle. Anything considered even an autocycle, moped or cyclemotor.
Any condition; runner or restoration project. Mr C Roue 07506 520964 (E.Midlands area).
FOR SALE
HP Photosmart 1315 colour printer, good working order. Offers. Ian McGill 01293 771446.
Trialmaster/Barbour jacket, medium/large in mature but sound condition. Gives instant
expert appearance to wearer! £75 +p&p. Peter Cox 01547 530546.
A marvellous reference library for someone. Every issue of MCN for 39 years (1959-1997
inclusive) all neatly bundled up into years and charting the final decline of the British
motorcycle industry and rise of the Japanese, certainly I could not have written my own
twenty or so books without them. Open to offers, buyer collects. But will need a large car or
small van! Don Morley 01737 763765 or email don.morley@ntlworld.com.
WHERE IS IT? Still looking for 1913 Wooler registration number H948.
Someone must know where it is. Contact: 01227 751751.
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Whilst on those that have fallen a bit by the wayside, poor Joan Westbrook is having a
bad health patch with several items making life rotten. One being a nasty fall in the Eastern
Thumpers Trial back in the late Autumn where she broke a rib in her back, not front, back can
be painful and slow healing. Being the great trooper she is, in obvious pain and discomfort
she was at the Gordon Jackson Trial observing for us. She is to restart the Sunbeam Novice
Trial that fizzled out over a decade ago. The new event to be run 31st July at Peter Adorian’s
land at Billingshurst with Joan as Clerk of the Course, that means the boss. Joan please get
well soon, bless you.
Last Club News ‘Off The Saddle’ finished with the news that, despite a largish number of
objection letters, the Surrey Council had recommended unanimously to close two byways to
all vehicular traffic, bear in mind that a byway is an ancient unsurfaced road. There is now a
large objection being raised against this intention, fuelled by the fact that these two byways
run either each side of Hook Woods, although they don’t provide access to Hook Woods.
There is a third byway running between those two byways that is the access to Hook Woods.
Hook Woods is owned by Jim Connor, both he and his family breathe motorcycle sport and
especially Trials riding, and Hook Woods is the home of probably the only Trials Course in
the whole of the South East Centre of the ACU which has going sufficiently difficult to be a
candidate for absolute Top Class Events of National standard. The Sunbeam MCC ran the
Southern Experts Trial there four years back and the Greybeards Trial there two years ago.
THERE IS NO GENERAL OBJECTION FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TO THE ACTUAL
USE OF HOOK WOODS, WHICH IS PRIVATE LAND AND ON HIGH GROUND. However,
there are from time to time objections to the number of vehicles accessing the ground on event
days, I am guessing that would be 10 to 15 times a year, and, again a guess, at an average of
80 vehicles before event and after event. The byway is concreted for a good two thirds of the
mile and a half used. The closure to vehicular traffic, or a heavy restriction order, would be a
disaster to both the Connor family and to Trials in general.
At the last Club Committee Meeting there was a general consensus that it was great that
there was talk in high places that vehicles over a certain age would be exempt from the MOT.
At this point, sorry, I will reiterate what I said there. I am not for this as a principle. We accepted
that vehicles over 25 years of age would not be liable to road tax quite a lot of years ago.
The 25 years arrangement was suspended after a couple of years and those years that were
on free road tax would continue so, but the free road tax was not available to more recently
registered vehicles. I personally had three bikes qualifying for the no tax gift? But was it?
The reason for road tax is for upkeep of roads and the building of new ones. I don’t believe
that the government had a sudden pang of conscience that they were raiding that immense
fund of which only a smallish portion was being spent on roads and the rest going into the
Exchequer. No I think they stood the cost of administrating this system for us with vehicles
that qualified for zero tax because they could control a later step of making those vehicles
comply with special conditions such as only allowed on roads in groups with police escort,
PERHAPS, what objection have we, we don’t pay for the upkeep of those roads. Now we have
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a situation where, if we don’t need an MOT we fall into a further category. What is the MOT,
it is surely a check that the vehicle is safe for road use, in our case with older machines, we
know, that the test, as now, is to ensure that the machine is up to the safety standards of the
time it was produced. But, need not be anywhere near the engineering standards of today. My
vintage Sunbeam takes more effort to ride, it does not hold the road as well, it has reasonable
brakes, but not up to the standard of modern disc brakes, it has no daylight running lights, nor
stop lights, nor even flashing directional lights, and so on. Go a bit older and you only need
one brake on your machine and what of bicycle type pads onto wheel rims, and even worse
a leather pad onto a rim. Once we allow ourselves to be dropped outside the principle of an
engineer’s annual check, we again can be pointed at and be taken off the freedom of use of
the road as and when we wish to. Imagine the extra cost of riding in the Sunbeam Pioneer Run
with a Police Escort, if we were allowed to do it at all. I don’t care if a few MPs are interested
in old vehicles, that is a few and not by any stretch of the imagination, the majority. We are in
a Nanny State and any little thing that really makes no difference to the whole need escape
the Do Gooders! Do I feel better for that - No!
So what is happening in the Trials world? Well the ACU has a new Chief Executive, Brian
Higgins. A strong personality who replaces another strong personality, Jim Parker, who
was dropped re the out dated 70 year old rule, ie once you have reached 70 you need to
be replaced, too old. (Take our own Chairman, 80 years old and still with the ability to do a
great job). Jim had already extended his tenure past his 70th year by using a devious ruling
regarding the chairman of the race committee. An interesting point put by the new chairman
was that he will resign after a second three year tenure in the post, should he be appointed
for that second tenure. He feels that is the maximum time one should be allowed to hold the
post. He has already made obvious remarks noting that he does not wish interference from the
previous incumbent. He has also made very pointed remarks about working with the Club and
Centre as they are the ACU, but that we also need to move forward in our operations to stop
the general undercurrent of dissatisfaction with Centre ACU, plus to stop the loss of events
and Clubs to other organisations. His first priority is to make ACU insurance more accessible
and better value to all parts of the ACU. Jim Parker himself leaves a more modernised ACU,
much changed and most for the better, but an air of resentment and a need for more to be
done. Plus a couple of big developments that time will tell if they were right.
We ran a great Gordon Jackson Trial on 13 February which is reported elsewhere. The
March Star Group event will be run at Chapel Bank and I’ll let you know how that went next
Club News.
Went to our Associate Club Bexleyheath’s AGM where a good financial position was
reported, great activity as a Club but a drop in membership. Knowing I was faced with
reporting a drop in membership at our own AGM, I asked if they were worried about their
membership drop. So far they are not as though they have a little less than a quarter of our
membership figure they pointed out that at most Trials run in the South East Centre there is
always a strong representation of their members and often they field the most riders by Club.
They were excited with a new event they wished to run this year, which I have written about
elsewhere. We are also running more Trials this year with the re-emergence of the Sunbeam
Novice Trial at Billingshurst and a Pre 65 and Twinshock Trial on the Saturday before the
Greybeards at a new, to us, location at Horsemonden. A lovely bit of Trials ground owned by
our Club Member and active trials rider Mike Holloway.
So 2011 promises to be an interesting year, please give the Trials side of the Club your
support.
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2011

Pioneer Photographs

8th May

Ixion Cavalcade

Bexhill on Sea

Pre 1940

9th-13th May

Shropshire Mid-Week

Church Stretton

Pre 1940

29th May

19th New Conyboro Run

Chiddingly, Sussex

Pre 1940

12th June

17th Rose of the Shires Run

Stoke Bruerne

Pre 1931

19th June

Dick Little Trial

Bagshot South

25th June – 2nd July

28th Welsh Week

Aberystwyth

17th July

25th Garden of England Run

Headcorn, Kent

24th July

Bangers and Steam

Hamilton Arms,
One, two,
Stedham, Nr Midhurst three or four
West Sussex
wheels

31st July

Sunbeam Novice Trial

Billingshurst

7th August

49th Graham Walker Run

Beaulieu, Hampshire

13th-14th August

Contact - Trevor Davies 01952-691231

Testers Run

Wolverhampton to
Pre 1940
Dinas Mawddwy and return

3rd September

Sunbeam P67/Twin – shock

Horsmonden

4th September

4th Constable Run

Suffolk

4th September

Greybeards Over 40

Horsmonden

19th September

3rd September Challenge

Yorkshire

4th December

Southern Experts

tba

Contact - Dave Masters 01424-211873

Contact - Ian Monk 01480-469612

Contact - Steve Marks 01323-849199

Contact - Barry Care 01604-646818

Contact - Chris Mawer 07710-211913

Contact - Colin Bentham 01761-241516

Contact - Tony Lloyd 01737-555413

Contact - Neil Sinclair 07885-660939

Contact - Neil Sinclair 07885-660939

Contact - Ian McGill 01293-771446

Contact - Chris Mawer 07710-211913

Contact - Ian Monk 01480-469612

Contact - Chris Mawer 07710-211913

Contact - Alec Thompson 01751-431478

Contact - Chris Mawer 07710-211913
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(Photographs by the Editor)

British P67&
Twin Shock
Closed to club
Pre 1940

Claire Sermon and Passenger in 964cc 1914 Morgan

Roger King and Passenger with 532cc Scott and Sidecar

Roger and Alan Hummerstone with 269cc 1914 Sun-Villiers

Steve Hyam with 500cc 1911 Premier

Baldur Klass with 770cc 1912 Vindec Special

1912 344cc Royal Enfield

Pre 1940

All classes
monoshock
Pre 1940

P67/Twinshock
Pre 1931

Pre 1915
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