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Thank you to everyone who phoned, e-mailed or wrote in with positive comments regarding 
the new format of the Club News. As far as I can tell the new arrangements seem to have 

been generally well received.

 I had a bit of a struggle this time to fill the News with suitable copy and you will note that 
we only have 28 pages, I usually aim for at least 32 pages. I welcome articles or photographs 
for the News ideally along the theme of veteran, vintage, post vintage and sporting trials but 
any interesting articles related to motorcycling will be  considered. In line with what I have 
said previously, the colour photographs this time are limited to the front and back covers and 
mainly feature the Warwickshire Weekend.

 You will see that inside I have provided an account of the M&C Collection of motorcycles in 
Bakewell. Should you find yourself in the area I am sure that you will find a visit worthwhile. 
Perhaps I should add that I have no connection whatsoever with the museum except that of 
an enthusiastic visitor!

 The Warwickshire Weekend was another success and an account and photographs are 
included in this issue. Our next event is the New Conyboro Run and I hope that I will see you 
there.

Please see the important note on page 19 regarding the 3rd Constable Run.

With Best Wishes

John

EDITORIAL

Copy date 10th of the month preceding publication
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Colin Missen 1930-2010 John Joiner
Colin was meticulous in everything he did, always well 
organised and if you asked a question and you received an 
answer in writing, which you inevitably did, then it would be 
written out in copper plate script, not computer generated, 
such was his attention to presentation. His love of bikes 
centred on all things Triumph, in particular the veterans, 
although not to the total exclusion of other makes. He was 
the marque specialist for early Triumph motorcycles for the 
VMCC and served in this position for many years. Of special 
interest were the Triumph Juniors (baby); Colin was fasci-
nated by two stroke engines and their simplicity. 
 I first met Colin back in the 1950’s just before I bought a 
model ‘H’ Triumph from him for £21. It had come from Geoff 
Hayes. I had parted with my ‘Cammy’ Norton to pay for the 
materials to build a garage, I think he took pity on me; we still 
have the bike to this day.
 Colin’s early working life started with a job in ‘Ingrams’ a 
well known hardware shop in Leicester and then National 
Service in the Army before he moved on to Dryad, suppli-
ers of equipment to schools and hospitals, finally joining the 
Alliance and Leicester building Society as an investment 
manager.
 A couple of experiences stand out in my long friendship 
with Colin, the first was a night ride from Leicester down to 
Northampton on a pair of Triumph ‘H’s to attend a motor-
cycle meeting. It was the return journey, riding home after 
midnight that was particularly poignant, the glow from the 
acetylene headlamp and the heat and smell invading the nostrils and the echo returning from 
the houses as each village was passed-by. So reminiscent of the Browning poem; ‘How they 
brought the good news from Ghent to Aix.’
 The second concerned a rare one owner model ‘D’ Triumph purchased in Scotland; Colin 
arranged the finance with the Alliance & Leicester at short notice and I drove up there and 
back in one day calling in at his place on the way home. It was gone midnight but we had it 
out on the pavement to show him what I had bought, such was his enthusiasm! (poor long 
suffering Thelma).
 On several occasions Colin loaned to me several of his veteran Triumphs to take part in the 
‘Brighton Run’; that was before I had my own machine. He made it possible for me to purchase 
the late Frank Banks 1911 Triumph. As a team we won the trophy for the smallest time error 
across 3 machines in the days when the Pioneer Run was timed.
 I suppose years ago we had an eye on the inevitable that one day we would demise and 
move on to that great paddock in the sky. We discussed this and it was Colin who was instru-
mental in having a silver memorial salver made to be presented each year. This salver is the 
‘head stone’ of notable people and riders associated with vintage motorcycling who passed 
on through the ‘Taverners’. The inscription on the silver salver taken from the last line of the 
poem; The South Country by Hilaire Belloc reads:-‘I shall hold my house in a high wood within 
a walk of the sea, and the boys who were boys when I was a boy shall sit and drink with me.’

Colin Missen Baz Staple
I wish to add a few words concerning Colin and what he and Thelma have meant to this club. 
Colin was such a friendly, happy and helpful person who worked tirelessly and so effectively 
for the Sunbeam MCC on the Shropshire event, along with Thelma, and their input for quiz 
night at Welsh Week which was tremendous. We shall all miss his regular appearances and 
smiling countenance. Thank you Colin for always being there and for being you.  Condolences 
to Thelma and the family.

Colin Missen Thelma Missen
I wish to convey thanks on my own behalf and for the family for the sympathy cards and 
attendance at Colin's funeral and say it was good to see so many friends in the very large 
congregation, many of whom had travelled far. Colin would have been very proud to have 
seen his last motorcycle journey and it was what he always said he wanted.

Joe Diver Peter Donaldson
Sadly Joe Diver who lived in Impington in Cambridgeshire and had been a Sunbeam Club 
Member for 11 years has recently died.

Re: The Brighton Marathon
John

I just wanted to say a big thank you to the SMCC members who kindly contributed to my 
Brighton marathon fund raising appeal. I successfully completed the marathon in 4 hours 
25 minutes in perfect weather conditions and with great vocal support from the people of 
Brighton. Money is still coming in but I have raised in excess of £2000 for Macmillan and 
Cancer research. If anyone still wishes to donate my online fund raising page is still open at 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/briancourage 
Thanks again!

Brian Courage

Do you have an interesting snippet or amusing photo 
that you would like to share with the Club?

Send your comments to :
The Editor

(details inside front cover)Le
tte
rs
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Vehicle Insurance Baz Staple
It has recently come to light, when a member was trying to switch insurance on his bike, 
that Footman James do not normally accept a new policy holder if over the age of 74, which 
is laid down by their underwriters.  However, once you are with Footman James you can 
continue to be insured with them for the long term.
 This may well be a general condition of all motor insurance companies, so it is best to check 
to ensure that you are not left high and dry.

The Club Marquee From the Committee
A picture of the new club marquee was included in the December magazine, page 12 and 
this had its first public airing at this year’s Pioneer Run®, effectively advertising the club’s 
interests, website etc.  The marquee now has its own dedicated trailer and is available for 
any other Sunbeam events.
 The purchase of the marquee is a vital part of a plan to advertise the club’s involvement in 
our specific areas of motorcycling, so we do wish this equipment to be used.  It can provide 
adequate shelter against the British weather in all its forms.  Roy & Ann Plummer store the 
trailer and all its contents on their premises, however when needed the equipment should 
be collected and returned to their address.  Additionally, once on site, it requires minimum 4, 
preferably 6 persons to erect and then take down.  This operation is straightforward once the 
procedure is learned, so initially one or other of those in the know needs to be available.
Please contact Roy or Ann on 01424 772598

Steam & Cream at the Bluebell Railway Baz Staple
 This popular outing is being repeated and involves partaking of a cream tea whilst travers-
ing the preserved railway line; we usually manage to have our own coach full. The date is 
Friday 3rd September with the train leaving 3.0pm from Sheffield Park and the organiser 
is Spike Holman. You can drive or ride (any machine) direct to Sheffield Park, alternatively 
Spike will lead a 20 mile ride from the Six Bells Chiddingly, leaving at 1.45pm.
 Closing date is 24th July and cost is £16.50 per head (cheques made payable to Sunbeam 
Motorcycle Club), including tea and the steam journey up and down the line.
 Contact Spike Holman, St Michaels, Little London Road, Cross in Hand, Heathfield, Sussex 
TN21 OCT.

Are we guilty of being a Mr Toad on the Road? Baz Staple
It is an unfortunate fact that when riding our old bikes on the road we can unintentionally 
interfere with other road users. How often do we see a group of riders closely following each 
other but being unaware of what is behind them?  We may be in ‘holiday mood’ but other 
road users, including commercial vehicles are capable of higher speeds than ourselves and 
have pressing schedules to adhere to.
 To be aware of what is behind, as well as in front, is good road craft and you will no doubt 
agree we do not wish to damage our acceptance on the roads or cause unnecessary annoy-
ance. To beckon other road users to pass (if it is safe to do so) and leave adequate space 
between machines is desirable. Even a machine and rider on its own can interfere with other 
drivers, particularly on the type of roads we prefer to use.
For some years now we have enjoyed free road tax, long may it continue.

yourservice!We,re at

The enthusiasts’ favourite for over twenty five years, Footman James is one of the

leading specialist insurance brokers.

With a UK client base of 140,000 owners of classic and vintage vehicles, Footman

James consistently uses its enormous influence to arrange our best deal for you.

So whatever your pride and joy, you can be confident that with 

Footman James behind you, you’ve adopted our best policy. 

Talk to us soon.

Quoteline: 0844 826 4547 www.footmanjames.co.uk

COMPETITIVE RATES on modern car, motorcycle, home and contents insurance

Footman James is a trading name of Aon Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
in respect of insurance mediation activities only.  Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded for your protection.                                                         FP 5352.01.09                                                                                                             

Whatever your pride and joy,
rest assured, we’ll get you covered.

Policies include as standard:

✔ Discounts for Club Members

✔ Motor Legal Expenses

✔ 24 hour Breakdown Recovery (UK and European)

✔ Personal Accident to include Road Rage 

& Bikejacking

✔ Agreed Value, Limited Mileage and 

Multi-Vehicle options are also available.

0844 826 4547www.footmanjames.co.uk
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Club Nights at London Colney
The Scott Owners Club has invited Sunbeam Club members to their social meetings. The 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month and start at 8pm.  The venue is The 
Broadlakes Lodge Social Club Ltd, Shenley Lane, London Colney, AL2 1DG and is just south 
of St Albans on the B5378 (Shenley Lane) half a mile north of the junction with the B556. All 
Sunbeam Club members are welcome to join them. 

Club Night Reports
April Club Night Baz Staple
The complicated subject of engine balancing was carefully explained by Dave Pittuck.  Dave 
confined his talk to single cylinder and V twins, based upon the knowledgeable writings of Phil 
Irving, (principally Vincents and Velocettes) from his book ‘Motorcycle Engineering’.  Since it 
is impractical to obtain perfect balance on any engine design, except those with two sets of 
opposing cylinders, a balance factor between 50 and 66% is the range to aim at. This percent-
age range is variable dependent upon various factors i.e. engine design, frame design, and 
above all, the intended use, but most engines have a vibratory period which becomes evident 
at some point in the rev. range.
 Dave sensibly brought along a wooden example (which he had prepared earlier) of 
flywheels, con rod and piston to demonstrate how by using a formula one can remove weight 
by drilling the flywheel rim so that the assembly will settle at any rotational position.
 This talk was particularly relevant since with old engines it often becomes necessary to 
replace at rebore time the original cast iron pistons with a lighter aluminium type.  Dave made 
no bones about recommending us to read Phil Irving’s book, Motorcycle Engineering with 
reference to the chapter on balance and torque reaction which covers all cylinder formations.
 Thank you Dave for agreeing to talk and explain in simple terms what is undoubtedly a very 
complicated subject.

Future Dates
June 3rd Steve Whymark leads a club run to the Roebuck,
 Wych Cross with a new route. Leave Six Bells, 7.30pm 

July 1st Member Karl Foulkes Halbard invites us to a second evening of karting 
 at his dedicated track at Filching Manor.  Special Sunbeam costs of
 £10 per head (normally £15) for two 15 minute sessions.
 Previous meeting great success with individual computer printouts of race times.
 Arrive Filching Manor 7.30pm

August 5th The ever popular Fish & Chip run to Trawlers, Seaford.
 Make your own way to the Trawlers to arrive from 7.45pm.

September 2nd Dennis Bates and Eric Cadby will give a talk on the old Sunbeam
 Sprints at Ramsgate with slides of some famous sprinters

October 7th  Hugh McAllister demonstrates and talks about his new castings of  
 Rudge Ulster (improved) 4 valve cylinder heads 8pm

Club Nights at Chiddingly
These are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly, 
Sussex, BN8 6HE Tel:01825 872227 OS grid ref, TQ 543142.

Event Trophies Ian McGill
At our last board meeting we discussed the safe keeping and return of our trophies that are 
awarded at Veteran and Vintage events.
 Our Club trophies are in the most part solid silver or silver plated, they have been presented 
to the Club by various people in memory of others or to commemorate certain events in our 
past history, to this end they are a valuable assets to the Club. Over the past few years they 
have become difficult to recover at times and one, the Sunbeam Point to Point Trophy, has 
become completely lost. A similar situation arose at this year’s Pioneer Run® when trophies 
were late in being returned, this causes anxiety to the event organiser and a lot of embarrass-
ment at the time of presentation, especially when we have civil dignitaries presenting awards. 
Bear in mind that many riders in our events are NOT members of SMCC Ltd.
 To get over this problem, we are asking event organisers not to hand over SMCC trophies 
to the winners, but to take photographs at the time of presentation, claim back the trophy and 
just hand out the replica trophy.
 This will certainly be the situation for both the Pioneer Run® and the Graham Walker 
Memorial Run, and we would ask the other V&V secretary’s of meeting to follow suit. This 
action will follow the process taken by the Trials section when presenting awards.

May Club Night John Hodson
The clubroom was packed to capacity for Bill Cakebread's talk on AMC. Bill's father was the 
first member of the family to own a motorcycle but as he never really enjoyed solo motor 
cycling the Coventry Eagle was replaced by a Rudge Whitworth bicycle and then a series 
of Panther, Ariel and BSA outfits. It was from this background that Bill's great enthusiasm for 
motorcycles developed. 
 After school in New Cross Bill regarded himself as very lucky to get an apprenticeship 
with AMC, he started work there in September 1958. Bill found that whilst the front shop had 
changed little from the Collier days the massive workshop behind was well equipped with 
Alfred Herbert machinery and was probably the best equipped motorcycle factory in Europe. 
The factory eventually occupied four floors and the layout for production was far from ideal as 
motorcycles had to be moved up and down floors by lift during various stages of production. 
After starting in the drilling shop, Bill’s time at AMC also included spells in the heat treatment, 
machine, assembly and racing departments and drawing office. At the same time he studied 
on day release at the South East London Technical College.
 Employment at AMC was not always hard work as there was the opportunity to play football 
on the roof. However this was stopped when the “football” (a spherical steel weight) went 
through the roof of a lower building and landed on a desk! Practical jokes were also part of 
everyday work. A sad day for Bill was when he was instructed to destroy the last remnants of 
the Porcupine AJS. Bill mentioned the Matchless aeroplane of 1910 and the 1250cc OHV flat 
twin motorcar made for one year in 1923.
 Despite the good working atmosphere and excellent machinery AMC were not to survive 
and closed down in 1969, Bill having left in March 1966. In the end outdated AMC motorcycle 
designs could not compete with the motorcycles from Japan. Thank you Bill.

The Petroleum-Driven Cycle From Wheeling, December 5th, 1894
The petroleum-driven cycle is said to be a German invention, taking the form of a lady’s safety, 
the dropped frame being composed of two parallel tubes, between which is placed a very light 
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MAIL SPARES

Ron Farthing
The Old Barn, Curload, Stoke St. Gregory
Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6BJ
Telephone: 01823 491443

We sell British motorcycles
1900 to 1980

We need to buy these machines
- single items in large collections.

Any condition.

Also spares and associated items.
such as lights, signs, catalogues etc

Phone for a confi dential discussion.

petroleum motor. This motor works directly upon the back wheel. A few minutes after the lamp 
is lighted a few pushes with the feet on the ground will set the motor in operation. The speed 
can be varied at will up to about 25 miles an hour. The machine is said to be very economi-
cal, and its weight scarcely exceeds 80lbs. The petroleum bicycle has already attained some 
popularity in Germany, and it is stated that one of these machines will be seen at the Salon 
du Cycle.

The Mather and Crosby Collection of Motorcycles John Hodson
As part of my annual pilgrimage to 
Derbyshire, I sometimes call in at the 
Peter Mather and Phil Crosby (M&C) 
collection of historic motorcycles at 
Bakewell. The museum is housed in 
a former Bakewell pudding bakery 
and was opened in 1999 when Peter 
Mather, a local man retired from a 
career in banking, joined up with 
Phil Crosby a retired maintenance 
engineer for the Railways Board. All 
entry fees and donations to the collec-

tion are given to Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport (BECT); this makes the modest £2 
entry fee even better value for money. BECT is a registered charity using accessible vehicles 
to enable individuals, who are unable to use ordinary transport, to undertake journeys.
 The museum reflects the development of the motorcycle from 1899 to 1970 with well 
over half the bikes dating from before 1940. Exhibits include: 1899 Gaillardette with 800cc 
SV rear axle mounted engine, 1901 
Singer with 200cc 4-stroke and most 
essential components mounted in the 
rear wheel, 1902 Excelsior 2¾ hp 
with ioe engine, 1906 Minerva with 
600cc V-twin SV engine, 1907 Rex 
with 500cc SV engine, 1910 Humber 
500cc SV, 1921 Ner-a-Car with 285cc 
two-stroke engine, 1924 AJS 350cc 
Big Port,1925 Henley Tourer with 
550cc Blackburne engine and a 1925 
Sheppee Cykelaid with front-wheel-
drive 133cc 2-stroke engine, to name just a few.
 The collection includes trials bikes, racers, sports roadsters, autocycles, sidecar combina-
tions, four cylinder machines and big twins together with a huge collection of advertising signs, 
signposts, badges, clothing and other motorcycling memorabilia.
 Should you find yourself in the Peak District town of Bakewell the collection is well worth 

a visit, it can be found at Tannery 
House, Matlock Street, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire, DE45 1EE. The museum 
is open on Bank holidays and summer 
weekends (see  www.mccollection.
net), should the museum not be open 
when you visit, Phil Crosby who lives 
on the premises has said that he 
might be able to open the museum 
specially for Sunbeam members if 
you phone him on 01629 815011.

1925 550cc Henley Tourer

1924 350cc Big Port AJS

1921 285cc Ner-a-Car
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Warwickshire Weekend Jenny & Baz Staple 
The event was well supported with thirty three people, nineteen of whom were riders with six 
passengers. Many of the riders were regulars to the event and it was good to see an influx of 
first timers.  The event this year was extended from two and a half days riding to three whole 
days, the third day being an entirely new route. The weather was a little disappointing on the 
first day but Sunday and Monday provided sunshine which lit up the countryside to give full 
enjoyment to an enthusiastic group of happy riders.
 It was good to have David and Janet Davies joining us for dinner on Saturday evening.  
David was a previous organiser of Shropshire and regular entrant to Sunbeam events.
 Sunday’s ride included two sporting hills, Dovers and Sunrising, unfortunately the former hill 
caused expensive noises to issue from Ted Waterhouse’s gearbox and we hope he can effect 
the necessary repairs in time for Conyboro. Frank Mace, with Sandra in the chair, brought his 
1912 Clyno outfit which was much admired and shrugged off the terrain and distances with 
aplomb.
 It was generally considered a successful weekend and the hotel was booked again for 2012.

Member Services Baz Staple 
Sport Travel Solutions
Discount ferry services are available via Sport Travel Solutions, contact Julie Warnes on 
01670 762134, e-mail: juliewarnes@aol.com. Website: www.sporttravelsolutions.net.

Morris Oils
Purchase their specially formulated oils for older vehicles with a Sunbeam Club discount, 
either via our website or by telephoning 01782 410391 quoting Sunbeam MCC. By either 
means the buyer enjoys a 20% discount and there is a further 10% to club funds. One can 
also discuss problems and get advice on any form of lubrication query.

RAC Breakdown Insurance
Breakdown insurance at 25% discount via the RAC, phone 0800 550 550 and quote GEO 300. 
This breakdown service includes car, bike and trailer but does not include cover if the trailer 
fails or measures over 18 feet.

Specialist Ferry Crossings
Discount ferry services are available via Specialist Ferry Crossings either by website:
www.nutttravel.com  or telephoning 02870 351199 quoting smc.

The Old Forge, Quicks Yard, High Street
Handcross, Nr. Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6BJ

Website: www.verralls.com

We  always have on display a range of machines at our 
showrooms below:

VERRALLS
(Handcross) Ltd.

Specialists in
VETERAN - VINTAGE - CLASSIC

and
THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES

WANTED
We are interested in purchasing any Veteran, Vintage or Classic motorcycle 
either in restored or "as found" condition. Also, solid tyred cycles, penny 

farthings, trikes and any motoring accessories or memorabilia

Telephone: 01444 400 678 Fax: 01444 401 111
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Obscure Makes: The Sheppee Cykelaid John Hodson 
Another Yorkshire vehicle, the Sheppee Cykelaid was produced by the Sheppee Motor 
Company Limited of 59, Thomas Street, York. The company was set up by Col H F Sheppee 
and was better known for steam powered road vehicles. Cykelaid motorcycles were produced 
from 1919 to 1926 and the Cykelaid motor-assisted bicycle made its first appearance at the 
Olympia Cycle and Motor Cycle Show in December 1920.
 The complete Cykelaid machine could be purchased for £50 or alternatively the complete 
front fork assembly could be had for £32 in order to convert an existing bicycle.

 The original Cykelaid 
was fitted with a 104cc 
two-stroke engine rated at 
1.25hp and carried on the 
special front forks. Ignition 
was by Runbaken magneto, 
on the early models, but this 
was replaced by a flywheel 
magneto on later models. 
Transmission was by chain 
up to a counter-shaft carry-
ing a clutch and then back 
to the front wheel by a 
second chain. The engine 
was lubricated by petroil 

mixture. The wheels of  28"x1¾" were fitted with Dunlop Roadster tyres. An Eadie coaster 
hub, rear hand –operated brake, number plate, rear stand and Brooks saddle completed the 
specification.
 In 1922 the machine appeared as the New Cykelaid the engine capacity being increased to 
133cc and a separate oil tank and pump were now fitted together with a front brake. Wheel 
size was reduced to 26"x 2", better protection for the rider was obtained by deeper valances 
to the mudguard and by lengthening the exhaust pipe. A dummy rim rear brake was fitted in 
1925.
 The engine unit weighted 35lb and could be fitted to tandems and tricycles as easily as 
a solo bicycle. Speeds were in the range 3mph to 20mph and a 100 mile journey could be 
completed on a tank of fuel.

Trials Secretary’s Notes Chris Mawer 
Next month we have two major Trials. On the 6th June at Stedham in Sussex we have the 
Greybeards Trial for over 40 year olds. For members unfamiliar with the Trials world this is 
a good event to follow. It starts at a Pub, the Hamilton Arms, at 10.30 am and the two laps 
are over a short six mile course using country roads to get to the Sections. On 20th June at 
Bagshot Heath South, we will hold the Dick Little Trial. This is mainly for old British bikes (circa 
1950's) and is all off road. Starting at 10.30 am with plenty of off road parking. Any help for 
these events is always welcome - phone me on 07710211913.
 The other news is that the Southern Experts Trial will be with the West of England club at 
Widdicombe Moor in Devon. The date is now confirmed as the 5th December.

1925 133cc Sheppee Cykelaid

More 2010 Pioneer Run Photographs by Equip 

Tony Lloyd on a 1914 Calthorpe

Chris Read and Passengers on a 1907 Vindec Special

Nick Pearce on a 1914 Douglas

Lorraine Carter on a 1913 JES



17June - July 2010Nichols Sermon and Passengers in a 1914 Morgan

Ian Johnston on a 1913 Rover

Geoff Wheeler and 1903 Quadrant

Mike Wills on a 1904 Bradbury

John Thompson on 1914 Scott

Colin Groves and Passenger 
on a 1905 Rexette 

PERSONAL 
The Trials section members, GSOH, 
outgoing personality, would really like 
to meet the V&V section members  who 
may be able to spare some time and 
assist them in good “clean” fun. 

Not looking for marriage, just casual 
fun and games upto four times per year.

No pressure, no ties. Very casual 
wear and stout shoes/boots essential. 
Thermos or hip flasks and wooly hats 
optional. No sandals.

Call Chris Mawer, 07710 211913          

48th Graham Walker Memorial Run
Sunday 8th August 2010

The National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, 
Hampshire, SO42 7ZN

Arrive from 9.30am.  Run starts at 1.30pm.

New Route for 2010

Lots of interesting things for the family
to do while you are out riding.

Contact:  Ian McGill  01293-771446
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hours, and we didn’t have queues out the door or folk not getting to vote, but it is a long old 
day and done for the money! 
 Our intrepid Greeves rider Paul Casling rode in the pinnacle of the Pre 65 Trials Sport and 
made a good showing. Hope to see him soon and get a blow by blow account. Last year Chris 
Brown rode in the Exeter and the Edinburgh Long Distant Trials and picked up a Gold in each.

Off the Saddle Peter Donaldson
Arrived home this morning from an extremely enjoyable three day Sunbeam Warwickshire 
Weekend Run. With Baz and Jenny at the helm the organization and clarity of instructions 
both for the actual event and the three day routes were a treat. Under the new relaxing of age 
rules we had a bumper entry with a few Post Vintage machines which in no way spoilt the 
event. There will be some photos and a report elsewhere.
 The only thing of note that happened in the latter half of March was that I sold my 1957 
Matchless Trials machine to Club Member Brian Humphries leaving me without a rideable 
pre-1965 British Trials ‘Bike. Sold is hardly the right word. Brian has been digging for it for 
over a year as he was looking for a rebuild project and my Matchless being extremely original 
and in sad need of a load of TLC fitted the bill. It’s funny that it was him who talked me into 
purchasing the ‘bike originally about 10 years ago. Before that it belonged to Chris Mawer, 
our Trials Secretary, for about 30 years, and he had offered it to me when he decided to start 
downsizing his large collection of machines. Before that it was an Arter Brothers sponsored 
machine which was in effect the second rung of the Matchless Works Team. Whilst it belonged 
to Chris I rode it between 50 and a 100 times in Trials. From a riding point of view it has been 
a good friend to me and was sad to let it go, but it has gone to a better home. Now I must get 
on with the rebuild of the 1961 Greeves I have been messing with for a number of years.
 On 1st April went to Club night and an interesting, though to me dreadfully complex talk most 
competently given by club member Dave Pittuck, on the subject of engine balancing.
 Was then in France for three weeks and came back to a poorly attended Centre Trials 
meeting as the Sunbeam Club representative. There a bombshell was dropped on ideas 
to break away from the strong grasp of the ACU central control on trials, its finance, permit 
system, insurance at too high a cost and Centre border defines. The idea is not necessarily 
to come out from under the ACU umbrella but to have the club rider more in ‘control’ of his 
destiny. (Just about what many of us would like to see done with the Countries relationship 
with the EU. But of course I didn’t say that, did I?). There is a lot of talking and thought to 
go into this idea, that’s the Trials one, and I’ll keep you posted as things are decided. In the 
meantime the Southend Club has made official representation to join our Centre and no longer 
be part of the Eastern Centre, which should it happen will open a mini floodgate of other 
Centre Clubs wanting to come SE Centre direction.
 Saturday 25th April we had our first Club Committee Meeting at Peacock Lodge, after very 
many years at the Foreman Institute at Blindley Heath. The Blindley Heath location has until 
recently served us well but the new place is a breath of fresh air. Neil, Chris and I met up 
there for lunch first. Then the comfortable and warm meeting room and afterwards a coffee in 
a corner of the bar, as I said a breath of fresh air.
 The following Thursday rode with two others of our members, Chris Brown and Dennis 
Fleet, in the Bexleyheath Club Trail ride. Had hoped to get David Footman along as well, but 
a combination of me getting him directions to the start a bit late and him not having got a rack 
arranged to carry the ‘Bike got him off the hook. It was a beautiful day and we had a fairly long 
and bumpy ride around North Kent. I rode out from, home to the start at Swanley and did 97 
miles by the time got home. I have become a real addict for these runs.
 What happened on the Sunday is covered elsewhere in ‘The Day that the rains came down’
 Last week the Club night at the Six Bells I would dearly liked to have been to, to hear about 
life in the AJS/Matchless Factory at Plumstead told by a bloke who worked there and appar-
ently it was a great talk. However, it was Election Day and I was at a Polling Station for 16 

3rd Constable Run - 5th September 2010 Ian McGill
Due to circumstances beyond their control, Chris & Shirley Stiles are unable to run the event 
this year. We urgently need a temporary Secretary of the Meeting to take over for the immedi-
ate future. All help possible will be given, and the ACU permit has been applied for. If you can 
help, please contact either Baz Staple or myself.

Rye (Hamstreet)
Classic Show & Bikejumble: 

10am Sunday 18th July
Rye (Hamstreet) Bikejumble:

 10am Sunday 19th September

South of England 
‘RealClassic’ Show

Sunday 24th October
South of England Showground, Ardingly, 

West Sussex RH17 6TL

ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE
 01797 344277   www.elk-promotions.co.uk

New Members Peter Donaldson
The following people have recently joined our Club.
Please give them a warm Sunbeam welcome.

Gary Corlett (Sussex)
Richard Hall (Sussex)
Paul Rees (Sussex)
C. Roue (Leicestershire)

Barry Somerville (Sussex)
Gerard Sykes (Suffolk)
Andrew Wood (Essex)
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Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club 
Members, and can repeat free for several issues if requested.

Just let the Editor know your requirements.

Please note this does not included business advertising.

Address and Contact
Numbers inside the front cover.

WANTED
Any 1951 TT Memorabilia 

- in particular badges, 
photos, literature etc

Brian Clark  07718 485666

WANTED
Veteran or Vintage front hub or complete 

wheel with 36 holes. I have two lightweight 
hubs for swop.

D Solomon  
01209713169 or 07855682944

WANTED
Scott 2 speeder frame, 

basket case, or
abandoned project

Laurie Erwood
01582 842337

FOR SALE
Yamaha XT225 "Serow" (mountain goat) 
off-road/trail bike - registered 1995. Good 
condition - everything present and in good 

working order. £895.

John Walker  01270-664550

WANTED
1913/14 Sidecar, complete 
or just the chassis, to fit to 

my REX/JAP.

Dave Pittuck
01403 700658

Members Advertisements The Day the Rains Came Down Peter Donaldson
May 2nd dawned overcast, and the 2010 Sidcup Long Distance Trial was on, starting at the 
Ashford Gliding Club up on the Downs above Ashford. I was the only Sunbeam Club member 
in the event and had a starting time of 9.30am. The Course Planner was also one of our 
members, Dick Castleton.
 I filled the tank up on the 223cc Yamaha Serrow en route and arrived at the Airfield to find 
heavy, blustery winds. Bike off trailer, started it then off to the machine examiner. To Club 
House and signed on late, back to car, clobbered up, and finally off.
 When in panic, something always gets forgotten and it was the towel around my neck. After 
two miles the rain began, heavy right from the start and the water off the helmet down the 
neck. It got too heavy for goggles and rode with my glasses shielded by the peak on the lid. 
Did my first mud section, which was already under water. By then couldn’t see through glasses 
and off they came, first time for years rode without glasses. Long vision not bad but close, 
pretty awful, couldn’t properly read route map or Speedo. The rain bounced off roads and any 
incline became a torrent, water gathered in dips and cross country, all ruts quickly filled and 
small lakes formed.
 The previous day had thankfully brought new riding trousers but even under them began 
to feel damp, socks were soaking and the cold, heavy wind seemed to be cutting through the 
jacket and my wet sweatshirt.
 Each section was cutting up badly and was very slippery, so was plenty of revs and strong 
leg pushing getting me through. The riders on really powerful KTM's and big Honda’s were in 
real trouble as revs to them meant instant spin and difficult control.
 I couldn’t read my route guide so attached myself to groups of riders and having to go at 
speeds I was unhappy about in such conditions. The faster you went, the more painful was the 
rain hitting the face and water down neck of helmet seemed to increase in direct proportion to 
speed. Then the group I was with, slung it in and retired. Fell in with another group, who were 
all on Enduro machines and even faster. We took to some very deep rutted lanes and bikes 
were getting drowned, these lads thought the faster you tackled something the better chance 
of getting through. I got as far to the side as possible and edged my way along. The ones in 
the group still going disappeared into the distance and I was back on my own. In one rut my 
chain got ripped of the sprocket. The next couple along helped me man handle to a tree to 
lean the bike. In thick mud and bouncing rain loosened of the rear wheel, got chain back on 
and they left me tightening up. On alone and a large KTM caught up, it was Peter Burrell, the 
Course Opener and I was ahead of him. He’d had trouble getting observers to sections and 
sorting their problems. I know Peter well, President of the Sidcup Club, Secretary of the S.E. 
Centre and organiser of the two long trips I’d made trail riding in France. We rode on together 
in the rain, if anything, heavier than before with conditions deteriorating. His bike coughed and 
came to a halt, run out of petrol. He had a reserve and soon as we made a road way was off 
to find juice.
 On my own again, trying to decipher route maps that were now pulp. A couple of trials 
bikes caught up and I joined them, one had a still water proof map case. I was happier riding 
with trials machines but then one ran out of petrol just as we dropped onto a road. The other 
pushed him with his foot on the other’s footrest. Then the pusher spluttered to a halt, run out 
of petrol. We’d picked up a sign post to Charing and I knew there was a small, open all hours 
store with a couple of petrol pumps there, so they passed me over a plastic container from a 
back pack. Couldn’t get that anywhere but down my wide open jacket front but more rain didn’t 
matter, was soaked already. So I pushed on to get juice and left them pushing their machines. 
Came down off the Downs onto the A20, didn’t recognise what part of it so turned right. After 
5 or 6 miles realised wrong direction and heading for Lenham. Turned around, opened up and 

By Thomas Maybank and from The Wonder Book of Motors, 
Harry Golding Ed, Ward Lock & Co., Limited, London, 1926
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he motor coughed and I came to a halt. The first time ever in the 6 years I’ve had the machine 
and 50+ long distance Trials or Trail rides that I’d run down to reserves, having done in the 
past 130+ miles and thought the tank bottomless, mind you, was coming up for 100 miles but 
the going and riding conditions had been awful, so switched over to reserve. Had a job getting 
the fuel through as have a very lean motor and long induction. It fired and went despite the 
rain thundering down and the A20 looking a bit like the Thames.
 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and into 6th gear. I wasn’t wet; I was saturated, and cold? “Tell me 
about it!” Passed the lane I’d come off and half mile on, there was the little garage. Whilst 
filling my tank the other bike arrived after a lot of coasting and pushing. They filled up, took 
their container and were gone as I warmed up a little in the shop. The lady there took pity 
on me and made me a coffee, nothing having passed my lips except rain water in over six 
hours. Pulled on my jacket and back out into the lashing rain. Tried to pick up the route but 
not successful so made my way back to the Airfield, missing the last section. Back in car 
park helped a car and trailer out as it slipped and spun. Out of clobber, was so wet it didn’t 
matter being in ordinary clothes in the rain. Golf shoes were the only footwear I could get over 
soaking sock. The studs were great and pulled my trailer up to the high end of the field, then 
rode the bike up and then drove the car up. Went up to Club House and signed off. As entered 
the Flight Office that the Trial was using as a base someone shouted “Here Pete, heard they 
came across you lying in a stream with the bike on top of you and two of the lads had to lift it 
off!” “Don’t want to discuss it” I gritted back and the others fell about laughing. To them I say:

‘Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot,
But they will remember with advantages,

How they rode on 2nd of May 2010
Gentlemen lounging about in the Club House,

Warm and dry and drinking tea,
Shall hold their manhood’s cheap whilst any speak,

Who rode with us on St Athanasius’ Day!’
 Bike loaded, got in car, water running off me, golf shoes still on, aimed car and trailer 
through t the mud at the main gate and out onto the road. Drove the 50 odd miles home in a 
pool of water, with golf shoes on, heater and radio belting it out.
 Peter B was told by the Airfield’s Met. Office that we had had as much rain that day as the 
average rainfall for the whole of May! We had 94 riders start, 29 retired and 65 finished. I rolled 
in 36th, just two marks behind the last award made to Class C (machines over 500cc). I was 
certainly the oldest competitor and probably on the oldest machine. Also, noted that half the 
other finishers had missed that last section as well as me.
 What a day that had been “when the rains came down” and certainly to be one of my most 
remembered rides!

Paul Casling taking part in the Scottish Pre 1965 Pipeline Event
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Sunbeam Club Regalia
Please send your orders to Peter Donaldson -

his address is on the inside front cover of this magazine.

*NEW* Hi-Vis Jerkins £10 (includes p&p)
Lightweight safety overvests, manufactured to BS EN471 Class 2. In Saturn yellow with 2 
band and brace “Scotchlite” reflective tape lines. They are zip-fronted, have an ID pocket and 
a small club logo on the front, a large club logo on the back  so now people can see you. Fits 
over your existing jacket, so needs to be about 2 sizes up on that size
to allow complete freedom of movement
 Sizes: 2XL, 3XL

Fleece Jackets £18 (+p&p £2.50)
These high warmth, lightweight, fleece jackets have elasticated cuffs; a full-length zip-fasten-
er and two pockets in black and an embroidered Club logo on the left breast. they will fit under 
most motorcycle clothing, and should keep you nice and warm whilst working in cold garages, 
or wandering around the paddock at a trials meeting. Fantastic quality at a low price
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

Rugby Shirts £18 (+p&p £2.00)
These are lightweight, warm black “Kustom kit” long-sleeved rugby shirts with embroidered 
Club logo. Ideal for those times when short sleeves just won’t do. 
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

Polo Shirts £12.50 (+p&p £2.00)
Quality lightweight black polo shirt with embroidered Club logo, short sleeves. Great casual 
wear
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

Sweatshirts £16 (+p&p £2.50)
Warm,black, high quality “Fruit of the Loom” sweatshirt with embroidered Club logo. For those 
extra cold days, can be worn under your fleece jacket or over one of the rugby shirts. “Snug 
as a bug in a rug.”
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

Trials T-Shirts £8.50 (+p&p £2.00)
Leightweight, black, long-sleeved T-shirt with embroidered Club logo. Stylish and smart a la 
“trials rider”
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

T-Shirts £7 (+p&p £2.00) 
 ***NOW ALSO IN YELLOW***
High quality, short-sleeved T-shirt with embroidered Club logo.  
 Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL

NEW REGALIA LINES
YELLOW T-SHIRT
Though the Club Regalia lines have traditionally followed a yellow on black format, some 
6 years ago we produced a line of Sweat Shirts which were black on yellow to commemo-
rate the Club's Trials winning of the Star Group Championship. These were a success and 
I still wear mine when riding in Trials.
Now, for no specific reason other than the popularity of this format a few years back, we 
have got and offer various sizes of a light weight short sleeve T shirt with a black Club 
badge stitched on a yellow shirt at £7 plus £2 P&P.
How about giving it a trial?

HI-VIS JERKINS to be carried in the car
In response to recent comments about members riding in events with other clubs vests, 
we have just commissioned a number of High Visibility Jerkins.  Well made to British 
Standards, bright and lightweight - also useful carried in your car in case of a breakdown, 
puncture or accident. It may also interest you to note that in many EU countries, a safety 
vest is now legally required for each person (not just the driver) travelling in your car in 
the event of an emergency.

Baseball Caps £7.50 (includes p&p)
People lose 30% of their body heat through their heads, so lag your noggin this winter. High 
quality “Beechfield” caps, with embroidered Club logo and a strong metal 
fastener / adjuster.
 Sizes: adjustable

Club Ties £7.50 (includes p&p)
Dark blue “Roberto of London” polyester neck tie, with two gold lines and Club logo. 

Lapel Badges £2.50 (inc p&p)
A neat, discreet circular pin badge for lapels or bike jacket pockets

Cloth Badges £4.50 (inc p&p)
A circular black embroidered badge for blazers and jackets

Vehicle Badges £8.50 (inc p&p)
Triangular metal vehicle badge with Club logo for bike or car

Sticky Badges £1 (inc p&p)
Circular, sticky-backed, plastic printed badge in black and gold for your car windows or motor-
cycle topbox

*NEW*Car Window Stickers £1.50 (inc p&p)
Rectangular cohesive plastic printed in black on a yellow background. Just the ticket!
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6th June 16th Rose of the Shires Stoke Bruerne, Pre 1931
contact – Barry Care 01604-646818 Northants

6th June Greybeards Trial Stedham, Sussex National
contact – Chris Mawer 07710-211913

13-20th June 27th Welsh Week Aberystwyth Pre 1940
contact - John Appleton 01296 623048

20th June Dick Little Trial Bagshot Heath, Open
contact- Chris Mawer 07710-211913 Surrey

18th July 24th Garden of England Run Headcorn, Kent Pre 1940
contact –Tony Lloyd 01737 555413

8th August 48th Graham Walker Run Beaulieu, Hampshire Pre 1940
contact – Ian McGill 01293-771446

8th August Gordon Jackson Trial Billingshurst, Sussex Star 
Group 

contact – Neil Sinclair 07885660939

14-15th August Testers Run Wolverhampton to Pre 1940
contact- Trevor Davies 01952-691231 Dinas Mawddwy and 

Return

5th September 3rd Constable Run Suffolk Pre 1931
contact – tba

19th September 3rd September Challenge Warks/Northants Pre 1915
contact – Barry Care 01604-646818

5th December Southern Experts Trial Widdicombe Moor, National
contact- Chris Mawer 07710-211913 Devon

EVENTS CALENDAR 2010
  

The main interests of the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club are in the Pioneer,
Veteran & Vintage and Sporting Trials fields  

Founded 1924 

   

 

        ITEM QTY COST P&P

NOTES: 

 

   * Name…………………………………………………… * Date
 

   * Address

  ..………………………………………………………………………………………...

    * Post Code    Telephone  

Email   

    * Signature……………………………………………………  * indicates required information  
 

When completed, please send to … 

 
STAMPS ARE ALWAYS GREATLY APPRECIATED WITH ALL CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Visit the Club Website at http://www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk   or email us at membership@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club – Always Ahead 

1. Family membership is open to an additional non-riding person living at the same address as a full member.
2. If you intend competing regularly (that is, a minimum of ten times per year) as a Sunbeam member in  
 Sporting Trials, the Club will supply monthly a copy of The Sporting Motorcyclist magazine at a special yearly  
 subscription charge of £13.00. The balance of the costs will be met by the Club.  

Joining Fee _____ £2.00
Individual Membership _____ £15.00 
Family Membership See Note 1 _____ £20.00 
Individual Overseas Membership _____ £20.00
Family Overseas Membership _____ £25.00
The Sporting Motorcyclist (Trials) See Note 2 _____ £15.00
Black and Gold Cloth Club Badge _____ £4.00 +£0.50
Circular Sticker Badge for Vehicle _____ £1.00
Enamel Badge for Vehicle _____ £7.50 +£1.00
Lapel Badge _____ £2.50
Club Tie _____ £6.50 +£1.00
Fleece Jackets with Embroidered Badge (M – 2XL) _____ £18.00 +£2.50
Long Sleeve Rugby Shirt, Black with Embroidered Badge (M - 2XL) _____ £18.00 +£2.00
Sweatshirt with Embroidered Badge (L - 2XL) _____ £16.00 +£2.50
Short Sleeve Polo Shirt, Black with Embroidered Badge (M-2XL) _____ £12.50 +£2.00
Long Sleeve Trials T-Shirt, Black with Embroidered Badge (M - 2XL) _____ £8.50 +£2.00
Short Sleeve T-Shirt with Embroidered Badge _____ £7.00 +£2.00
High Vis Jerkin (in Yellow) with Badge & Motto (2XL – 3XL) _____ £9.00 +£2.00
Quality Baseball Cap, Black with Embroidered Badge (adjustable) _____ £6.50 +£1.00

TOTAL 

Membership open to riders and drivers of all makes of vehicles 

I wish to join the Sunbeam MCC and agree to be bound by its Rules.
I agree to my name and address being held on a computer database for Club use only.  

I enclose remittance as follows… 

Member of the FBHVC Affiliated to the SE Centre ACU

THE SUNBEAM MOTOR CYCLE CLUB Ltd
Membership Application Form

Peter Donaldson, 28 Lesney Park Road, Erith, Kent DA8 3DG Tel: (01322) 332087 

………………………………………………………………………………......................
Date of birth………………………………………………………………………………......................

………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………......................
………………......................



Warwickshire Weekend Photographs by Jenny Staple

Hugh and June McAllister on their Sunbeam

Gathering at the Sunday Tea Stop

Frank Mace’s Clyno Outfit

Dinner at the Kings Coughton Hotel

Peter Donaldson on his Sunbeam

Peter Wood on his Scott


