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Hello Everyone,
Christmas is coming, so we've got a couple of book reviews, Christmas card details and even some 
doggerel. There's also a Harold Daniell theme this issue; personally I'm interested in the shop story, 
as I used to live in various locations in South London, close to Crystal Palace. I got my bike licence in 
1979 and used to tear around the vicinity, after taking RAC/ACU training off-road at Crystal Palace. I 
recently realised we practised in the former racing pits, I just can't believe I just missed out on visiting 
an ex-TT star's emporium! Richard has supplied a great photo of Daniell, the steely gaze says 'I may be 
a tubby balding chap with poor eyesight but I set the first sub 25-minute lap of the Mountain'.
   News on the event front is we have three new events lined up for 2018, and Frank Mace is taking 
over from Rob Woodford as the Great Bardfield club meet organiser. Thanks go to Rob, for starting up 
this meet, and maybe look forward to a new meet in Wales? Full details are on the Calendar.
   Lots to fit in for this issue, so some material has been held over for the next issue.
   All the best for Christmas and the New Year,           Julie

Editorial and News
© The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club and Authors reserve copyright for all matters published in the Sunbeam 
Club News. The SMCC is not responsible for the views contained in the Club News and views expressed are not 
necessarily those of the editor or the club. All information is provided in good faith. Inclusion in the Club News is 

not a recommendation by the SMCC, or the Editor, of any goods or services.

Chairman’s Report          Tim Penn
The spanners are out as the winter sets in, no doubt some of you are putting that new project together.    
Charlie Jenner and Dennis Bates have died recently and they were a couple of lovely characters and 
they will be sorely missed by the Motorcycling movement.
   May I also mention that after great service to the Sunbeam Club Arnold and Jacqui will be standing 
down as Secretary and Minutes Secretary at the AGM in 2018. Words cannot express the gratitude 
the Club owes to them for their efficiency in these roles and may I wish them both well for the future 
on behalf of the Sunbeam Club.
   The Ardingly Show, I understand, was very busy and there were a lot of members about. I managed 
to make an appearance at the 11th hour on what was lovely day. 
   As we move into the winter months events tend to quieten down and plans for the following year will 
be taking place. May I Wish You All a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year?

Message from the President        Ian McGill
As we come to the end of yet another riding year, we can reflect on the amount of fun and satisfaction 
from riding our, what are becoming precious pieces of machinery, most of which will be put away for 
the winter, whilst many will be working on yet another restoration, ready for the 2018 season.
   Many very good events have been organised during 2017, and I would like to thank all the Secretaries 
of Meetings, without them we would be aimlessly riding the roads and I am sure that a lot of our 
members do not appreciate all the work that goes on prior to an event.
   For 2018 we have sincere hopes that the Devon event will go ahead, and we are also looking forward 
to two events ‘up north’ so if you are able, please give these new events your support.
Please do not forget the Chairman’s Lunch on Saturday 6th January at Shipley Bridge, details page 5.
   One last quick commercial; The Club is again looking for a Secretary, as Arnold & Jackie wish to 
resign at the 2018 AGM, without a Secretary the Club cannot run, so please give this some thought.
   May I wish you all a very enjoyable Christmas and a good New Year, and look forward to meeting you 
during 2018?
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From the Membership Secretary             Brian Empsall
Please give the following new members to the Club a warm welcome:

John Bonugli Kent Steven Green Suffolk

John Buck Cambridgeshire Martin Goodman Dorset

Michael Buck Cambridgeshire John Guppy East Sussex

Roger Collings Powys Scott Headington Gwent

H. Coombs Surrey Dave Hennegan Surrey

F. Dolman Cambridgeshire Michael Joseph West Sussex

Stephen Farthing Norfolk Andy MacDougall Carmarthenshire

Dennis Frost Surrey David Moffatt Cumbria

        Richard Wakeling Essex

2018 Subscriptions
2018 subscriptions become due on the 1st January. The rates set for 2018 are:-
 Full UK Member £22
 Full Overseas Member £28
 Family Members (UK or Overseas) £5.
Individual notification of the amount due will found on the reverse of the address label with this edition 
of Club News (December – January). Members who have joined since 1st July and at the time of 
joining paid their subscription to 31st December 2018 will have received their membership card with 
their new member’s pack. Other membership cards for 2018 will be sent with the February – March 
magazine. Please make sure we receive your payment by mid-January to ensure your membership card 
is included with that magazine. If you are entering the Pioneer Run, please note that your subscription 
is included in the entry fee and you do not need to pay a separate subscription. Payment can now be 
made by cheque, PayPal or internet banking as follows:-
 If paying by cheque please send your cheque payable to Sunbeam MCC and send to SMCC, 
19 Swinfen Broun Road, Lichfield, WS13 7AP. Please write you membership number on the back of 
your cheque. 
 If paying by internet or telephone banking please make payment to: Sunbeam Motorcycle 
Club Ltd No 2 a/c, (Sort code) 09-01-53, (Account Number) 39197706 with your membership number 
and your name as Payment Reference.
 If paying by PayPal please send your payment via the [Pay or send money] > [Pay for goods 
or services] feature in PayPal to:- membership@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk with your membership number 
and your name as a note.
Please pay promptly. It really does help.

2018 Pioneer Run: Sunday 18th March        Ian McGill
All entry forms and regulations were posted out to past riders on 2nd October 2017. For all those who 
have yet to return your completed form, please note that entries received after the Closing date of 31st 
December 2017 will be returned to sender.
   So, PLEASE if you intend to ride in 2018, get the forms out from behind your clock and get writing,
and get them in the post now, you have six weeks to go.
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Chairman’s Lunch - Saturday 6th January 2018       Ian McGill
The Chairman’s Lunch will once again be held at Shipley Bridge (Chef & Brewer), Antlands Lane, 
Burstow, Surrey RH6 9TE from 12.30pm.
   Buy your lunch from well stocked menu and pay at the bar. A separate area will be reserved for us, 
which the staff will direct you to. 
   From the north on A23 take left fork on to B2036 Balcombe Road at the Waitrose Garage roundabout, 
continue for approximately two miles (under the motorway flyover) to the next roundabout. Turn left 
into Antlands Lane, continue just over the motorway and turn left into Antlands Lane East, pub is on 
the right.
   If on M23, leave at Junction 10, take A264 to East Grinstead, at next roundabout KEEP left at all 
times through Copthorne Village and you will arrive at the junction opposite the Shipley Bridge, turn 
left and immediately right.
   The Chairman & Members of the committee look forward to meeting all members at this annual 
social event.

Invitation from Beamish, The Living Museum of the North  
Arnold Marshall

The museum in County Durham invite members of the Sunbeam Motorcycle Club with pre-1919 
machines especially pre 1910 to seek an invitation to their “Great War Steam Fair”, which takes place 
from 6th to 8th April, 2018.
   This is an opportunity to become part of their recreation of life on the Home Front during the First 
World War. In keeping with the times, no hard hats are necessary but period dress is required, which 
can be borrowed from the Museum, if needed.
   Riders will be in the company of traction engines, military vehicles, buses, trams, cars, lorries and 
bicycles all pre 1919, to recreate an authentic live picture of life at that time. Visit www.beamish.org.
uk/events/great-war-steam-fair for more information.
   Free entry to the event is by invitation only, please contact Colin Slater on 01207 230113 or email 
racerx@spokez.f9.co.uk in the first instance, to request an invite.

New Marque Specialist:  Clement Garrard               Julie Diplock
John Waghorn, our long-standing Pioneer Registrar, has volunteered to be our Clement Garrard  
marque specialist. So if you need information on your Clement Garrard, John's extensive expertise 
and archives are now available to you, his contact details are printed inside the front cover. 

New Event: Northern Pioneer Road Test, Sunday 1st July
Arnold Marshall

As part of our ‘Think North’ initiative a pre 1915 event has been organised in the North. It is hoped 
that this will not only allow riders, no longer able to travel down South to take part in the actual Pioneer 
Run® to exercise their Veteran machines nearer home but also encourage our Southern Membership 
and others to travel North to enjoy a ride in beautiful North Yorkshire.
   The Northern Pioneer Road Test will start and finish at Tennants Auctioneers site in Leyburn, North 
Yorkshire, which has full toilet, restaurant and café facilities, along with parking for trailers etc.,
   The planned veteran friendly route is approximately 50 miles long, has no traffic lights and is on 
quiet country roads in and around Wensleydale. Riders will be encouraged to stop as and when they 
like at any of the many places of interest en route.
   The Secretary of the Meeting for the event is Mr Wallace Holmes, who is based in Darlington. Contact 
Wallace on 01325 460554 or email multuminparvo@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas Regalia Clearance Sale         Rob Smith
 
Once again we are running a sale of Regalia with a 20-25% discount. All clothing is in black with the 
old, pre-banner design SMCC logo embroidered in yellow. As we are down to the last one of some of 
the sizes of clothing shown below, please contact me via my details inside the front cover to check 
availability first. Photos of all items are on our website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
 
Fleece Jacket Black c/w Embroidered Badge (M, L, XL, 2XL)                          Was £18.00 NOW £14.00  
   + P&P £6.00
Sweatshirt Black c/w Embroidered Badge (L, 2XL, ONLY)                              Was £16.00 NOW £12.00 
   + P&P £3.00
Long Sleeve Rugby Shirt Black c/w Embroidered Badge (M, 2XL ONLY)      Was £18.00 NOW £14.00 
   + P&P £3.00
Short Sleeve Polo Shirt Black c/w Embroidered Badge (L, XL, 2XL ONLY)    Was £12.50 NOW £ 9.50  
   + P&P £3.00
Long Sleeve Trials T-Shirt Black c/w Embroidered Badge (M, XL, 2XL ONLY) Was £8.50 NOW £ 6.00 
   + P&P £3.00
Hi- Viz Jerkin Zip Front in Yellow with Badge/Logo (XL, 2XL, 3XL ONLY)        Was £ 9.00 NOW £ 7.00 
   + P&P £3.00
Club Tie in Navy with Logo/Badge in Gold                                                          Was £ 6.50 NOW £ 5.00 
   + P&P £2.00
Black & Gold Embroidered Club Badge                                                                Was £ 4.00 NOW £3.00 
   + P&P £ 1.00
Enamel Triangular Badge for Vehicle                                                                   Was £ 7.50 NOW £ 5.50 
   + P&P £2.00
Lapel Badge                                                                                   Was £ 2.50 NOW £ 2.00 
   + P&P £1.00

Warwickshire Weekend 11th – 14th May         Baz Staple
This year's residential Warwickshire Weekend takes place from 11th to the 14th May, leaving after 
breakfast on 15th May 2018.
   Riding days are 12th, 13th and 14th, staying at the Kings Court Hotel, Kings Coughton, nr Alcester 
B49 5QQ.
   This bi-annual event provides interesting riding country, a friendly hotel with good food, comfortable 
accommodation and is open to club members riding vintage and post-vintage machines, (pre 1940) 
although the occasional veteran has been used in the past. The hotel has a large car park but no 
covered area.
   The closing date for entries is 31st January and we would appreciate entries from both regulars and 
new participants.
   Dinner is provided every night at the hotel from the 11th in our own private dining room. The routes 
consist of approximately 100 miles per day with pre-arranged coffee, lunch and tea stops.
   The rates are:
 Double room, breakfast & evening meal 4 nights £384.00
 Single room, breakfast & evening meal 4 nights £228.00 
   Regulations and entry forms are available from the club website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk or from 
Jenny Staple, on jennybaz.staple@gmail.com or 01892 535671
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From the Secretary             Arnold Marshall
Notice Of The Annual General Meeting: Saturday 14th April 2018 
The Annual General Meeting of the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd will be held on Saturday 14th April, 
2018 commencing at 2.00 pm sharp at a venue to be advised in the next Club News.
   Any member may propose a resolution for consideration at the AGM but any proposal must be in 
writing, duly signed by the Proposer and Seconder and sent to the Hon Secretary a minimum of 30 
days before the AGM. Proposers and Seconders are required for all existing names that wish to stand, 
plus nominations for any of these posts. The nominated person will need to submit, in writing, their 
willingness to stand. Proposers of any persons for office or resolution will need to attend the AGM, 
otherwise their proposal will lapse.
   All the above to the Hon Secretary, in writing by the 15th March, 2018 please. Twenty-one days 
before the AGM all members will receive a formal notice of the meeting, the agenda and a financial 
statement.

Revised Memorandum Of Association
The Sunbeam Motorcycle Club Ltd. have revised their Memorandum in accordance with the changes 
agreed at the 2017 AGM. These changes are:-
Memorandum of Association
 Clause 3 The Club’s Objects are:~
 Sub Clause a) (i)
 Add “On a Not for Profit Basis” after the word ‘object’.
Articles of Association
Delete Existing Rule 47. Replace with:~
 47 Distributions
The Company Shall make no distributions of surpluses to members, such surpluses being retained by 
the Company to further its objects.
 48 Winding up or Dissolution
If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Company after satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities any 
property remaining shall be paid to or distributed to some other ‘not for profit’ institution or institutions 
with similar objects “cy-press”. The institution or institutions to benefit shall be chosen by resolution 
of the members at or before the time of winding up or dissolution.
Renumber existing Clause 48 to read 49. 
   The Companies Registered Office has also been changed, it is now 12, Montacute Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TN2 5QR.
   The revised Memorandum will be available to view on the Club’s website. However, any member who 
requires a hard copy of the amended document should contact the Membership Secretary.

Volunteers Required
The current Club Secretary and Minutes Secretary are both standing down at the next AGM, having 
completed three years in office.
   The Club is, therefore urgently seeking volunteers to take up these important roles.
   This is a great opportunity for new blood to join the Committee to bring new ideas and energy to take 
us forward as the Club continues to grow.
   The jobs involve organising Club Committee Meetings, including the AGM, and producing minutes 
of the proceedings thereof.
   The name of the new Club Secretary must be known before the next AGM so that he/she can be 
appointed at the meeting. 
   If you, or your partner, feel able to fulfil either of these roles please make yourself known to the 
current Club Chairman.
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Club Publicity and Widening Our Appeal      Baz Staple
Having relinquished my Chairman’s post, I have happily taken over the role of Publicity Officer. We’ve 
seen the club grow in strides over the past couple of years from below 400 to now over 650 members.    
We are enjoying a steady flow of applicants approaching us at events and shows. It is consequently 
now most important to keep members entertained with increased events in new areas and organise 
club meets; daytimes or evenings.
   In 2018, we have three new events envisaged, the Rose of Torridge in north Devon, the Northern 
Pioneer Run®, and a run in the Lincolnshire area. It is important that we don’t forget the veteran era 
and all organisers, old and new if possible, should try to make the routes veteran friendly.
   If anyone would like to start an event in their area, please get in touch with me and I will give every 
assistance and advice about the necessary paperwork. Club Meets are a necessary adjunct, either 
lunchtime meets at weekends or weekdays and club nights. These can be linked with other clubs with 
a 1939 cut off, such as Marston Sunbeam, Scott and Rudge.
   Winter is the time to get our bikes fettled and consider new events or meets – can you help? My 
contact details are jennybaz.staple@gmail.com 01892 535671.

As it's the festive season here's a couple of ditties, anon, provided by myself and John Hodson. Ed.

To The Club Member
Are you an active member?
The kind that would be missed?
Or are you just contented
That your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meetings
And mingle with the flock?
Or do you stay at home
To criticise and knock?

Do you take an extra part
To help the work along?
Or are you satisfied
To only just belong?

When the business comes around
Do you pretend you're sick?
And leave the work to just a few
Then talk about the clique?

Think this over, member,
You know right from wrong.
Are you an active member,
Or do you just belong?

*~o~
~~o~~

~o~o~o~
ll

Song of The Garage

This is the song of the garage, we are the men who 
    sing

As we lean our sterns all smeared with grease on a
    newly polished wing.
What care we if the oil we splash soaks through to 
    your underwear?
It's good for the trade of England, for Pullar or Achille 
   Serre.

Who are you that you grumble and why this mournful 
   plaint
That we tear chunks out of the leather or chip bits off 
   your paint?
We mark our work as the Masons marked the stones 
    in days long gone,
These are the signs of the craftsmen and tell of good 
   work done.

We sweat and strain at one-eighth nuts until our 
   muscles crack;
We struggle with gaunt magnetos with stiff and aching 
   back.
Who are ye that ye moan and whine that we who sweat 
   and toil
To tighten your forward number plate have smeared 
   your hood with oil?

That is the law of the garage, that is the thing we do.
We are the men of the garage, who the Hell are you?
Hark to the crack of the varnish ‘neath the spanner’s 
   shattering crash.
You merely own the car we love to smear and grease   
   and splash.
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Essex Meet at The Vine, Great Bardfield
Dear Julie,

Please can you let it be known that I will be unable to facilitate the monthly Essex meet at the Vine 
in Great Bardfield. I am moving to Wales so hope to see many of you during Welsh Week as I am not 
going to be far from Radnor Revivals.
  Frank Mace has said he will take over as facilitator and I wish him all the best. The meets are 
beginning to attract new faces but it is very slow, but I have to admit I have enjoyed everyone's 
company.

Rob Woodford

New Event: Frampton Mansell Fun Meander
Hi Julie,
Almost surprisingly, I had several replies to my suggestion of ‘mildly competitive’ events. Some came 
through the email system, some by telephone and quite a few meetings in person - there is interest 
in this idea!
   I am now organising the Frampton Mansell Fun Meander along these lines. The route is currently 
about 30 miles, very flat - in the Cotswolds?! - with some main road crossings, which I cannot avoid.   
I am not planning on being able to put marshals at these positions.
   There will be some observations to be made en route, and some questions to be asked at the finish, 
e.g. what is the pressure in your front tyre?
   The date will be Sunday 27th May 2018 and a ‘flag off’ time of 10.00am. The venue is called ‘Jolly 
Nice!’, an ex-pub, which has yurts and sells coffee, tea, snacks and even lunch. There is more than 
adequate parking.
It is an open invitation event, suitable for pathetic powered machines: it will be different!
Hope to see you all there,

Reg Eyre
Ed: Surely 'What should the pressure be in your front tyre?'

        Letters
Your letters and comments are always  
welcomed. Send them to The Editor,

 contact details inside front cover.

Message from the Editor: Thanks for all your input, it’s 
always great to have feedback. The writer of the Best Letter 
of the Issue will receive a Sunbeam MCC Machine Badge. 
This extremely attractive badge is made from enamel and 
brass in the traditional manner, with an integral bracket to 
fit any machine. Get writing and it could be you next issue. 
If you’re not lucky enough to pen that winning letter then 
they are available to purchase from Rob Smith, our Regalia 
Officer - see inside front cover for contact details.

Deadline for February / March Issue: 15th January 2018 
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New Event: Frampton Mansell Fun Meander
Hello Reg,
I am not a gambling man but I would chance a wager on being one of less than a handful of SMCC 
members who have replied to you. I would love to be wrong because I am keen to see the club extend 
its influence into the Midlands and the North. I think we have a unique opportunity to achieve this as 
there is an air of general dissatisfaction with the other large national club.
   I would be very keen to enter an event of the sort you describe Reg and willing to help with the 
organization.
   I would also be happy to organize a run in the Welsh Marches, though it would have to be of the 
social type because of the complication of getting Marshalls, time keepers, etc.
Please don't think that I have anything against travelling South for events, far from it. It is just that I 
believe the club deserves to attract more members and the way to do that is to have events shows, 
meetings and runs in this part of the country.
   Reg please don't be put off if you don't have a lot of replies. I have found motorcyclists are not the 
best communicators in the world and a lack of replies doesn't mean a lack of interest. I think that if 
we are going to achieve our objective we have to assume there will be sufficient support and go ahead 
with the planning and execution of our aims.
Wishing you luck and offering support.
All the best.
Alan Dignan          

Dear Editor,
I was interested to read the various letters and comments from Reg Eyre re. the possibility of him 
organising “competitive “events for the club. It should be remembered that the Sunbeam club was 
at one time at the forefront of such events when it, via the good office of Ralph Venables, organised 
the Sunbeam 200 and the Hampshire 100. Events similar in nature to the MCC Exeter to Land’s End 
and Edinburgh.
   I was fortunate to be allowed into Ralph’s confidence when I resurrected a similar event for another 
club many years ago. An event that grew into a two-day event covering over 200 miles in Surrey, 
Sussex and Hampshire. Ralph, and a gentleman by the name of John Jennings, provided me with 
many of the original route sheets for the Sunbeam events along with many others the like of “Lulworth 
Cove Night trial”. In and amongst this treasure was documentation covering the golden period of 
British motor sport. I still have all this information.
   Back to Reg. He is, it’s fair to say, the driving force behind the South-Western Road Trial Championship 
and as he stated organiser of a number of Cotswold section road events. I’ve had the good fortune to 
ride and observe some of these events and can thoroughly recommend them, although the likes of 
the “Sign Post” requires a great deal of local knowledge! I feel certain that should the club decide to 
take up Reg’s offer the resulting event(s) would be a credit to the club.
   In the meantime, can I promote two events I run for that “other (alleged) old bike club” and its 
Brooklands Section? Firstly; in April 2018 the Jim Allen Challenge takes place. This is a 100+ mile 
route card event. Its aim is to provide a challenging ride over many of the lesser lanes and roads; 
lanes and roads which our bikes would most likely have been daily users of. The bike eligibility is as 
per VMCC, ie over 25 years old. However last year there were a number of pre-war and pre-1930 bikes 
completing the run successfully.
   The second event is the Section’s Pre-war run, formally known as the Girder and Flat Tank. For 2018 
we have expanded the entry eligibility to, quite frankly, appeal to more riders! The event utilises the 
“drop off system” and is normally some 50 miles / two hours duration. Again, the route attempts to 
utilise the quieter, lesser lanes and roads. It is likely to be run in October.
Many thanks for you indulgence,    Gavin Shaw
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Sparkbrook Gearbox Wanted
Dear Julie,
I have advertised for many months for a 
Sparkbrook gearbox, but none has been found. 
I would like to thank the many club members 
who have offered me all sorts of gearboxes. My 
Sparkbrook is at present fitted with a Sturmey 
Archer box, but to return it to originality ONLY a 
veteran Sparkbrook gearbox will do. Above are 
two pictures of the gearbox I seek, one is from 
an original handbook. Please look through your 
spare boxes!

Ray Hudson
Tel. 01934 844546  
email: raymondleohudson@hotmail.co.uk

One Man’s Motorcycles
Hi Julie,
Please may I thank members of the Sunbeam Club for purchasing copies of my booklet “One man’s 
Motorcycles”.
   I wrote this to accompany my talks on motorcycles I have owned. I did this to raise monies for 
‘Headway’ charity. I have now handed ‘Headway’ over £360.
   I still have a few copies left at £3.00 if we meet, or £4.00 to include p&p if requested.
Thanks again, Reg Eyre

High Beech, Elkstone
Cheltenham    GL52 9PA
01242 870375 / reg.eyre@tesco.net
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Harold Daniell's Shop
Dear Julie
An interesting picture indeed of Harold Daniell’s Norton dealership in the Oct-Nov issue, page 22. 
But is my addled brain ‘mis-remembering’ visiting there in the 1960s when I seem to recollect going 
to the premises on the far side of the newsagents (Stewart) shown in the picture, to the right of 
a lane, not to those shown in the picture? This ad from 
a 1966 Motorcycle Sport shows Harold advertising his 
Norton shop as 63b/65 Dartmouth Road. Google Street 
View today shows 63b as the Fortune Inn Noodle Bar in 
the location of Harold’s shop shown in the picture and 65 
Dartmouth Road, to the right of the lane, as the Unisex 
Hair Lounge, now next to HEB Mini-Market (and still in the 
newsagent business from the Sun sign displayed).    
   So I think the picture shows 63b Dartmouth Road. Again I have a distant memory that this was Joe 
Dunphy’s racing brake service premises at the time I visited. I recall Harold’s shop had the obligatory 
oil-impregnated wooden floor in the showroom and the workshop was accessed off the sloping lane.    
   Perhaps one of our local south-east London members can confirm? It was a long time ago!
Best wishes,    Nick Jeffery

Harold Daniell's Shop - Response from Nick Smith
Julie,
The image came from my pestering a local historian by the name of Steve Grindlay about the bikes 
that dribbled out of the P.V. (Perry Vale, South London) works between 1910 and 1925.
I mentioned Harold Daniell and Steve Lancefield to him, which produced the picture you ran last time.
Steve advised the following:
   According to Kelly's Directories Harold Lewis Daniell opened his shop at 65 Dartmouth Road in 
about 1948. The lane between the two shops is called Dartmouth Place and 65 was on the right hand 
side of the lane. That is the shop with the illegible name, next to E B Stewart. It wasn't until 1960 that 
Daniell also traded from 63b Dartmouth Road, on the left of Dartmouth Place. Lewisham Borough 
Guide, published in 1969, suggests that both premises were still in business. Incidentally the same 
guide has Joe Dunphy at 176 Sydenham Road in 1969.
   So, the simple answer is that the picture shows both of Harold's shops - one (number 63a, Ed) is just 
more visible than the other.
Nick Smith

Editor's Note: Last month's picture 
also prompted Richard Rosenthal 
to write a  piece on Harold Daniell, 
see page 30 of this issue.
Meanwhile, I noticed this photo 
on a recent visit to the National 
Motorcycle Museum. It shows 
Harold Daniell's shop at  number 
65 Dartmouth Road.
Ron Lewis, our August guest 
speaker at West Kingsdown, 
recalls rows of Cammy Norton 
engines on the pavement outside 
this shop on Monday mornings 
after a race meeting.  
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JAP Engine Identified
Hello Rob,
   Regarding your request for JAP engine information, I can offer the following :-
 Engine number I/R prefix would indicate 'I' = 350cc, side valve 70X90mm.
 'R' would indicate that the date is 1935.
   I suspect that it was originally used for some sort of industrial application, and the front shaft 
may be for some sort of starting device. The letter 'S' after the numbers, means made to customers 
specification.
   It is quite an old fashioned design for 1935, still very vintage looking, and ideal for lots of motorcycle 
use,  I can't help wondering where the magneto was driven from? Normally it would be driven from the 
camshaft where the Pilgrim pump is, but maybe there is something I can't see.
Regards,   Chris
Chris Booth, C M Booth Collection, Rolvenden, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 4LP
Tel: 01580 241234 / www.morganmuseum.org.uk

Pioneer Runs of Old
Hi Julie,
I have found two pictures of Pioneer runs of old 
and thought you might like to print them. My 
interest is that my Dad, Geoffrey Gander, is in 
both. He is in the Brough sidecar in the Brighton 
photo below and on the pursuing Bantam in the 
other.
    # 23 – Reg 975 AMU – listed on DVLA as a 
Minerva – seems to be a ladies style frame.
    # 153 – Reg BH1047 – says Chater Lea on 
the tank
   If the current keepers of them get in touch then 
I'd be happy to send them high resolution copies 
of the pictures. I wonder if anyone can tell me the 

years and team/rider names 
by the bike event numbers 
as I’d love to know which way 
round his Pioneer run transport 
progressed, from a Brough to 
a Bantam or a Bantam to a 
Brough!
 My father bought the Bantam (a 
1950 D1) new to use for riding 
to work to spare his Triumphs 
and it now lives with me. The 
Brough, an SS100, is also still 
on the road and lives locally.
Best regards,       Paul Gander
07776 140245
paulg@go-faster.com
Editor’s Note: Many thanks 
for the letter, it’s won you a 
Sunbeam MCC machine badge.
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Obituary
Charlie Jenner - 1920 - 2017         Baz Staple
Charlie, that wonderful character passed away on 5th November at the grand old age of 97.
   Charlie thought nothing of driving his 1927 Morgan to far away events from his home in Handcross 
whilst we other mere mortals transported our machines on trailers or in vans. To see him steadily 
motoring away on the M4 on his way to Aberystwyth for a week’s driving in Welsh Week was a regular 
sight in June, usually unaccompanied after the death of his brother George. In fact Charlie entered 
most Sunbeam and many other events. I’ve asked some of his closest friends in the vintage circle to 
pen their own appreciations of dear old Charlie.

Ian McGill writes: I first met Charlie 
after I had purchased a 1933 
Morgan in an ‘as found’ condition. 
This was restored over some two 
years and Charlie was a great help 
with the engine, but particularly 
with the exhaust system. This we 
set about in Charlie’s workshop, 
filling pipes with dry sand, welding 
the ends, then bending on his home 
made machine and jacking system. 
The result was a perfect fit!
   I also joined him on many 
enjoyable rides in his Aero Morgan 
on the VMCC Coventry to Brighton 
runs and he also went to some 
seven trips to the Isle of Man for TT 
week. Charlie would always drive his 
Morgan to events, this included the 
Saundersfoot Run in Wales, then 
catching the ferry to Ireland for the 
Munster Rally. The Graham Walker 
Memorial Run was a favourite of 
his but lately the Morgan became a 
little temperamental and had to be 
recovered from Beaulieu by the AA. 
Charlie, always looking on the bright 
side, said it saved him the drive back 
as well as the petrol.

   A super engineer and a friend to all and would always help out if he could. Charlie rode in some thirty 
five Pioneer Runs, either on borrowed machines from Chris Booth or on his own Douglas.
Ian Hatton of Verralls, Handcross: I first met Charlie when Brian Verrall moved the shop to Handcross 
as he lived just down the High Street in Batchelors Buildings. My father had already told me about 
Charlie, having spent many enjoyable hours chatting with him on Welsh Weeks. He became a regular 
visitor to the shop for a cup of black coffee most days. He would always leave at the same time as he 
always had jobs to do, the car, motorcycle or house. He was always busy.
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   I would usually visit him when 
we were in trouble and something 
needed repairing, brazing or 
turning. He could turn his hand 
to fixing anything that interested 
him and always successfully. He 
was never daunted by mechanical 
problems, he would remove an 
engine or gearbox at the drop of 
a hat and strip and repair it in no 
time. He would regale us with great 
stories of his time as RAF ground 
crew during the war, at Old Sarum 
and in Canada. I think his most 
enjoyable time was being taken 
up in an aircraft he had worked on 
and getting the pilot to go through 
as many aerobatics as possible.
   Widely read in anything involving 
engines, especially aeroplane 
types, he could be relied to give 
considered and useful opinions on 

any technical problems people might throw at him. A brilliant car and bike driver, but his sense of 
direction could be questionable. Kate in the Morgan with Charlie and myself following on the Garden 
of England Run ended up in a different county! Too busy chatting and enjoying the drive. A most 
sociable man, friendly to everyone, I never met anyone who did not enjoy his company, he was always 
Big Charlie and our son Little Charlie was named after him. A proper Sussex man with a brilliant sense 
of humour and a fantastic memory. Even when latterly he may have repeated a story from some time 
before, the details were always the same.
   He would often use the phrase “it’s being so happy as keeps us going”, usually ironically but I think 
it was being so happy that kept him going, a great bloke and I’m very proud to have been a friend.
Dave Pittuck: Charlie phoned one day when he was about 88 years old, saying that he realised 
sadly, he would have to give up driving his Morgan because he couldn’t raise his leg high enough to 
climb into the cockpit. A couple of days later he phoned to say “all was well” since he realised he was 
wearing his tight Jeans, but when he changed into a slacker pair he had no problem jumping into 
the driver’s seat so everything was fine again. Years before his Morganing came to an end, Charlie 
invested in a kit of parts to enable him to start his Morgan “on the button” but he never did fit the 
parts and even after ricking his back, he “went into training” and continued starting on the handle to 
the end.
   Charlie left school left school at the age of fourteen and subsequently joined the RAF. This proved 
to be the making of him since his interest in things mechanical was noticed and he was channelled 
into classes in which he learned about engines of all types and aircraft maintenance. This stood 
him in good stead after the war in his working life and later in his hobby. He was always happy to 
impart his knowledge and skills to anyone who sought his help. On one occasion whilst riding his 
favourite motorcycle, a vintage AJS, up to Coventry to take part in the Coventry to Brighton Run, he 
had a near miss with surrounding traffic which resulted with him ending up lying on the pavement. 
Concerned friends who approached him were met with Charlie’s beaming face, saying “I’m OK, I did 
my parachutists roll – that saved me” and save him it did (on several occasions). With many happy 
memories, Dave.
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Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent    Rob Smith
These are held on the third Monday of the month from 8pm to 10:30pm at West Kingsdown Village 
Hall, London Road, West Kingsdown, Kent TN15 6BZ. (Behind The Gamecock Pub) OS grid reference 
O/S 188 574 629. Tea or coffee and biscuits provided, for more details contact George Smith on 
01474 852960 or t110george47@gmail.com 

September          
Frank Clarke, who is well known to many of us, was brought along with his 1936 Norton-JAP that he 
has successfully sprinted over the past two decades. Rick Parkington conducted a comical Q & A 
session with Frank about his fascinating life on motorcycles along with many photos of the machines 
he owned.
   Frank Clarke was born in Peckham, South London in 1931 and gained his early love of motorcycles 
and speed from his family’s regular visits to speedway meetings at New Cross. He survived a childhood 
through the war and after his school was bombed, Frank with two friends went round clearing all the 
wood they could find from bombed buildings to cut up for kindling to sell at prices including delivery 
that were cheaper than all the local shops! By the time Frank was 16 he had saved up for his first 
motorcycle - a 1936 BSA 250 sidevalve. Once the wartime restrictions on motoring were lifted Frank 
was riding it everywhere, including going up to speedway meetings at Belle Vue, Manchester with his 
Uncle Jimmy on his Velocette. Frank later owned Jimmy’s two Velocettes then a couple of Rudges. By 
this time he had become part of the Peckham Triangle Mob along with a young Charlie Rous, later a 
motorcycle journalist. The Mob would often ride out to the Dutch House Pub and on to Johnson's Café, 
both on the A20. The local hero was Steve Cooper, a fast rider and ace tuner who had built a 1937 
Norton International with many Manx parts in the engine. When Steve decided to sell Frank was the 
first to come up with the money.
   Frank was to have a lot of fun and more than a few scrapes with the Norton. He ended up gaining 
a driving ban on it when he was spotted overtaking through a narrow gap at speed while racing 
another rider on the Sidcup Bypass in 1952. Frank was advised to wear a suit and go to court by bus 
but he turned up on the Norton wearing his American flying jacket complete with a Mickey Mouse 
painted on the back! When accused of dangerous driving the width of the gap he had ridden through 
was assumed to be that of a standard pair of handlebars. Frank replied ‘I’ve sawn six inches off my 
handlebars so I can get through narrow gaps’. Frank got a year ban and the Norton was sold. Once 
he had regained his licence Frank was back on bikes again including a BSA Gold Star DBD34 he 
has good memories of. Frank also had a go on his friend Lou Thurgood’s brand new Manx Norton at 
Brands Hatch warming it up for him before a race but after falling off he decided that he was better 
suited to going fast in a straight line! Frank sold the Goldie and hung his leathers up in 1960, the year 
he married Audrey. She shared his love of bikes but by then most of Frank’s friends had either died or 
moved on so he decided it was the right time to stop.
   In the early seventies Frank saw a Rudge Ulster advertised for sale. Audrey suggested he bought it 
but Frank not knowing the vintage motorcycle movement existed thought the £70 price was too much. 
Shortly afterwards he came home from work to discover Audrey had bought it for him. Frank says ‘It 
was a fantastic idea, it got us back into bikes and we joined the VMCC’. Several more motorcycles 
followed with Frank and Audrey often buying something special from Verralls, enjoying it for a couple 
of years then taking it back to exchange for another machine. Audrey also acquired a 1914 Triumph 
for the Pioneer Run® but after struggling to ride it she made Frank her ‘works rider’. Frank rode in 14 
Runs always within safe limits but he says ‘I didn’t enjoy it much, it was slower than I was used to!’

Club Meets
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Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent Continued      Rob Smith
   Frank’s Norton-JAP began life as a standard 1936 Norton Model 18 bought new by Audrey’s Uncle, 
Albert Knight. He used the bike for a few years including visiting the TT twice. Albert worked for Ford 
and enjoyed the regular factory staff trackdays at Brooklands. Soon Albert decided he needed a faster 
machine so the Norton was given to the respected Brooklands rider and tuner Bill Lacey. Bill made 
engine plates and fitted a 1936 JAP ‘Long Five’ racing engine, believed to be one of only six such 
engines made. A racing magneto and competition carburettor were fitted and the ensemble is topped 
off with a Coventry Eagle tank Frank fitted during restoration. Albert used the machine for two years 
but passed it on to a friend during the war. Years later when Frank became interested in motorcycles 
again Albert told him about the bike and a phone call confirmed his friend still had it. They were soon 
off to Essex to collect it, rusty but complete apart from the petrol tank and with a spare, later engine 
included.
   Frank began sprinting with the Norton-JAP in 1995 following restoration while the original engine was 
rebuilt by Jack Askell, a local friend and former JAP employee. He wouldn’t reveal his tuning secrets 
but he urged Frank to ‘Give it all you’ve got on your first run!’ Frank did and it set a personal best ever 
time of a 13.60 second standing quarter, crossing the line at 98.6mph to win the Vintage Class at 
Santa Pod in 1999. Frank went on to sprint the Norton-JAP at Brighton, Brooklands and North Weald 

to name but a few with the 
invaluable help of Glynn 
Dungey until he decided 
to retire last year. Sadly, 
Frank was widowed 13 
years ago.
   A personal memory of 
Audrey is of her lapping 
Brands Hatch dressed up 
as ‘Old Mother Riley’ in 
a little two-stroke invalid 
carriage she owned at an 
eighties VMCC Festival of 
1000 Bikes meeting.
   Our thanks go to Frank, 
Rick Parkington, George 
Smith for collecting Frank 
and the bike and Bob 
Onley for the loan of his 
van.

Forthcoming Dates at West Kingsdown:
December 18th: Our usual Christmas Party Night, this year with entertainment! Not motorcycling 
related, we’re keeping it a surprise but suitable for all the family so please feel free to bring your 
spouses, family and friends along. 
January 15th: Ian Thomson (Bletchley Park/U-Boat Talks) is returning to give a talk on World War II 
Battleships. 

Club Meets

Frank Clarke (left) and his 1936 Norton/Jap.
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Club Meets
Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent Continued      Rob Smith
October
Tony Eaton brought along his two Brough Superiors and gave a talk with several photos and documents 
relating to them and as a very welcome bonus the original John Pittaway painting of Lawrence of 
Arabia racing a Bristol Fighter to Lincoln on one of his Broughs, RK 4907. John was commissioned 
by ‘Motor Cycle News’ in 1972 to create the painting which was reproduced as a poster. Tony is a 45 
years-plus member of the Brough Superior Club and was keen to point out that like us, they do ride 
their machines. 

   Brough Superior IJ 6504 was 
purchased in Ireland by Bob 
Matthews. He raced it in sand 
and road competitions including 
a second place at the 1927 Ulster 
Grand Prix with Tony having a 
photo of the Brough in the event. 
It later went back to the works for 
modifications, then was later sold 
and wrecked in a fatal crash in 
1939. It was stored in its crashed 
state in a barn until it was bought 
by Kenneth Irvine in 1968. Tony 
purchased the Brough from him in 
1972 for £350 still in unrestored 
condition together with a box of 

new spares for £40. The restoration commenced with Brough expert Tony Cripps restoring the cycle 
parts and Ron Lewis overhauling the engine. Tony has since used the Brough regularly in competition 
and Brough Club events.  He has found that this machine, a short-stroke is slightly slower when ridden 
in anger than his other Brough, a long-stroke detailed below.
   The other machine was originally owned by Norman Buckley who purchased it in 1929 for £100 
directly from George Brough; Tony has the original receipt for it. It was used for sand racing and hill 
climbing between 1929-33. He then sold it and it was registered for the road in the mid-thirties. Tony 
swapped an H.R.D. Python for the Brough in 1982 which by then was a kit of parts minus its frame. 
Tony built the engine into a Norton CS1 frame he had and ran the bike as a special for several years. 
Tony later found out that the engine had been the fourth of ten engines supplied to Bert Le Vack. When 
Howard Wilcox had commissioned a small run of Brough Superior frames one of these was used to 
rebuild the machine, again by Tony Cripps with Ron Lewis overhauling the engine. Tony has also since 
used this machine to the full in competition and Brough Club events including taking both of them to 
Pendine. Tony did suffer a cardiac arrest while bump-starting this machine at a Brough Club event but 
thankfully he was saved there and then by four good people, members of the B/S Club who performed 
CPR for twenty minutes until the paramedics arrived! The Brough is now road-registered and fitted with 
a Sturmey-Archer hand gear change gearbox.
   Both machines were brought into the hall and several members were thrilled to be offered the 
chance to sit on them. Our thanks go to Tony & Christine Eaton, George Smith for bringing them and 
once again grateful thanks to Bob Onley for loaning his van again.
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Club Meets
Club Nights at Six Bells, Chiddingly, East Sussex     Paul Rees
These are held at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly, 
Sussex, BN8 6HE, telephone 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142. Food is available from 6pm. 
December club night will be the annual bring and buy auction. A good chance to have a clear out of 
those surplus parts, books etc.
January is the usual “Noggin and Natter”.

Club Meetings at The Vine, Essex      Frank Mace
Rob Woodford, organiser for the SMCC meets at the Vine, 
is moving to Wales and has asked me to take over the role.
   The Club meets on the first Saturday of the month at 12 
noon at The Vine Public House, Vine Street, Essex CM7 
4SR in the beautiful village of Great Bardfield. The area is a 
popular meeting place for motorcyclists and classic car clubs 
and so there is always an interesting array of vehicles to view.
The meetings take the form of “Noggin 'n' Natter”. The Vine 
reserves a large table for us and for those wishing to partake 
in lunch there is a good and varied menu, light lunches or 
more substantial meals being available. There is a good size 
car park at the rear.
   Members ride from their homes, encompassing the 
Counties of Essex, Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Suffolk 
and Norfolk.
   In September we had the Panther Owners Club visit, which 
swelled the ranks somewhat - we usually meet up with them 
once a year - and had a good catch up. October was more 
inclement and three of us turned up on bikes, the rest by car 
and with the evenings now drawing in and many bikes having 

no lights, it looks like four wheels may be more prevalent.
   A few of us caught up with other Club members at The Constable Run, where there was a very good 
turnout, and Kop Hill where I was most impressed with our octogenarian Publicity Officer Baz still 
taking to the Hill on his vintage Velo. The hill is long and progressively gets steeper and was a bit on 
the slippy side. On reaching the top there is then an equally steep hill to return which can be fairly hair 
raising on vintage brakes. There is a fantastic array of vehicles, both two and four wheeled, and I much 
enjoyed the Spitfire and Hurricane flypast.
   The next meeting is on 2nd December. No meeting in January and then we are back again on 3rd 
February 2018. Look forward to seeing you there.
  For any more info contact me on 0749 700981 or frankmace@ymail .com

Club Meetings at London Colney, Herts              Richard Tann
In conjunction with the Scott Club, The Sunbeam Club meets at The Broadlakes Social Club, Shenley 
Lane, London Colney, Herts AL2 1DG. The meetings take place at 8:00pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. For more details contact richard.tann@btinternet.com 02089 535732 All welcome.
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Out and About
Shropshire Mid Week Break May 2017       Chris Pile
On arrival at the Best Western Valley Hotel in Ironbridge late on Monday afternoon I was greeted by 
fellow members unloading their bikes ready for the next day’s riding. Once checked in it was soon time 
for dinner and after an excellent meal, instructions and route sheets were handed out by the event 
organiser Bob Nix and route master Bill Orchard for the next three days. After a quick look at the route 
sheet for the next day, I noticed we were going up the Long Mynd which it is quite a climb, I was a little 
apprehensive as my Sunbeam had done just 200 miles after a full engine rebuild.
   I was up early Tuesday as I had to unload the Sunbeam and check it over making sure it was full 
to the brim with fuel as it will only do 75 miles on a tank full, and the daily mileage is about 100. My 
spare gallon of fuel I lumbered on Frank Mace who was doing the event with his partner Sandra on 
his 1912 Clyno outfit, he wisely had decided to circumnavigate the Long Mynd as it might be a bit too 
much for the Clyno. After breakfast, it was on with riding gear and with the route finder firmly taped 
to handlebars, we were off.
   I prefer to lead and follow the route sheet, accompanying me on Tuesday were Brian and Margaret 
on their Brough SS80 and John and Wenda on an Ariel 350. After a few miles we approached the Long 
Mynd, selecting first gear and ignition retarded slightly the Sunbeam plodded up the hill without any 
drama. It was great to take in the spectacular scenery as on previous events I had not seen a lot due 
to the misty conditions. After a coffee at The Bog Café, it was off to Ratlinghope for lunch, a top up of 
fuel and 25 miles to tea stop at Atcham then back to hotel, 100 miles covered today with no problems. 
Wednesday arrived bright and sunny, after the usual checks, we were off, starting a bit before the 
faster Rudges and Nortons and an hour after the Clyno outfit. Just before we arrived at the coffee 
stop, on a left hand bend the Clyno was buried in a hedge minus its sidecar wheel, an ambulance was 
present attending to Frank and Sandra. After a short time they appeared; thankfully ok, but shaken 
up and with a few bruises. A couple of members stayed with the outfit till Frank came back with his 
van and with their help the Clyno was loaded up. The rest of the day passed uneventfully, the rest of 
us enjoying a pleasant days riding.
   Slightly less mileage to do on Thursday, this being the last riding day. The first stop being  in 
Highley at the Severn Valley Railway, this is a great place as you see the running steam trains from 
the platform or visit the museum which has several locomotives as well as a Royal Mail carriage fully 
equipped for sorting the mail. Arriving back a little earlier than the previous days, the hotel had put 
on afternoon tea and coffee for us, after a time chatting it was time to load the Sunbeam up for the 
journey home on Friday.
   It was a great event, well organised with excellent routes on roads with little traffic on them, and in 
glorious sunshine for all three days.

Syston Park Speed Trials 2017           Bob Nix
If you enjoy browsing an eclectic mix of pre-WWII sporting cars and motorcycles complete with glorious 
weather, and a whiff of ‘R’ in the air then Syston Park, a beautiful country estate near Grantham was 
the place to be on August Holiday Sunday for a feast of all these elements and more!
   Motorsport commenced at Syston Park during 1906 initially in the form of a half-mile hill climb, and 
then in 1926 becoming the first road race circuit to be created in Britain. Together with Brooklands 
and Donington Park, Syston Park became one of the top racing venues of its day, attracting upwards 
of 30,000 spectators for many of its meetings. Laid out as a motorcycle Grand Prix circuit Syston Park 
was used by experts and hopefuls alike as a training ground for the TT and MGP races with top stars
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Syston Park Speed Trials 2017 Continued             Bob Nix
 of the time such as Stanley Woods, C.J. Williams and Tom Cann entered. Cars such as ‘Bloody Mary’ 
and ERA R1 were later attracted, competing in the Oxford v. Cambridge inter varsity events before 
the last World War. 1939 brought about the closure of racing at Syston Park and this remained the 
situation until a very dedicated band of enthusiasts ventured to recapture the spirit of these events 
culminating in a trial run in 2015 and the first revival event in 2016.
   Having first heard about the 

revival last year but missing 
out with a late application, 
I was determined to get my 
entry in as early as possible 
for 2017 and fortunately 
it was accepted. After 
an engine and gearbox 
refurbishment and sporting a 
straight-through exhaust my 
Velocette KSS was ready for 
action and with the ‘pudding 
basin’ duly brought out from 
retirement and dusted down 
all was set for the day.
Arriving in beautiful early 
morning sunshine and 

greeted by helpful officials, we were guided to our places and signed in. Some marshals were in 
bowler hats, some in flat caps but all wore period brown coats and easily identifiable despite the lack 
of modern hi-vis apparel. Many of the participants were also in period costume with the event echoing 
a typical 1930’s race meeting, the atmosphere thick with a heady mix of sights and smells set against 
the relaxed ambience of days gone by.
   This year saw upwards of 100 pre-WWII vehicles divided into various classes attempting the original 
1 in 7 hill with twelve vehicles (seven cars and five motorcycles), in attendance which had previously 
competed at this venue pre-war. Norton, AJS, Rudge-Whitworth, Sunbeam, Scott, Velocette, Triumph, 
BSA and Rover machines accounted for most of the 50 odd motorcycles attending, mostly racers or 
sports models of their period.
   Having experienced four runs up the hill albeit massively over-geared the KSS performed without 
fault and sounded great too! All too soon we were packing up and preparing to leave but with 2018 
firmly booked in the diary hopefully we’ll be able to partake in another very enjoyable day next year. 
As Men’s File Magazine puts it “...the event is intimate, friendly, good natured and slightly eccentric, 
in other words perfect…”

The First Sunbeam Summer Pioneer Run August 2017      Chas Moody
The decision to ride the twenty miles to Verralls, the starting point for this new Sunbeam Club event 
was rewarded with a delightful early morning run on almost deserted minor roads. Nearing Handcross, 
I glanced down and noticed the little needle on the Triumph's tank top fuel gauge had come adrift, 
giving wildly fluctuating readings. If that's the worst thing that happens today, I'll happily settle for that, 
I thought.
   The car park at the Red Lion pub was a hive of activity with bikes being unloaded and fired up. I 
parked the Triumph and walked the short distance to Verralls to sign on and was pleased to find tea 
and coffee on tap, much appreciated while chatting with old friends.

1928 KSS Ready for Action!
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The First Sunbeam Summer Pioneer Run August 2017 Continued

Chas Moody on his 1914 Triumph TT Roadster

A surprising number 
of spectators had 
gathered by starting 
time as I pushed off 
in company with a few 
other riders for the 
enjoyable ride to the 
breakfast stop at The 
Motorcycle Workshop 
at Bolney. The full 
English breakfast was 

of generous proportions and I wondered how those who had booked 
dinner at the Red Lion could consume both!
   Running repairs were being carried out on Dave Barnfield's Rudge 
Multi, courtesy of the Workshop, which proved successful.
   Shortly after continuing on the return leg I stopped for petrol and after 
paying was informed by a young couple who had been studying the 
Triumph as if it had just arrived from another planet, that I had a 'really 
cool bike'! I wasn't feeling particularly cool myself as the full riding kit 
deemed appropriate for my early morning start was rather too much 
in the full sun of the day. Forward motion was necessary to provide a 
cooling effect but this didn't last for long as a few miles from the finish 
I stopped to see if I could help the rider of a stranded Wall Autowheel, 
not that I know anything about these interesting little machines but as 
a cycle enthusiast I have a soft spot for anything that bridges the gap 
between pedal power and motorised transport. 
   The rider was John Joseph who I would happily nominate as 'Hero of 
the Day'. John went through all the usual checks - petrol, spark, even 
removing the exquisite little inlet valve assembly to check if the spring 
had broken. All the ingredients for combustion were there, but still the 
little engine would not oblige. John politely refused my offer of that 
universal 'get-you-home' tool, the mobile phone, as he was determined to complete the course even if 
was under his own power rather than that of the engine. John then hoisted the power unit and driving 
wheel clear of the road with a leather strap ready to pedal off. The only way I could help was to take on 
board John's bag of tools, shoulder bag and large pair of gauntlets to lessen his load. 
   As one who specialises in getting lost, I must commend the route marking. I just caught sight of 
a sneaky right turn while concentrating on a downhill left-hand bend, but that's about all. Marshalls 
were stationed at one junction which could have caused problems, their exaggerated waving and 
pointing was most welcome and quite entertaining!
   On behalf of all entrants I would like to thank Rob Pond for organising this most enjoyable event, 

Photos by John Mijatovic, except 
centre by David Southcott. 

Visit David's website 
www.vintageman.zenfolio.com 

to view and order over 300 veteran 
motorcycle photographs.

Jane Anderson is a study 
of concentration as she 
cruises through Bolney 
on a 1909 Lloyd-Thomas
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   Chas Moody with Photos By John Mijatovic and David Southcott

Chas Moody on his 1914 Triumph TT Roadster

and to his team of helpers 
including his wife Dawn for 
the signing on and off admin 
at Verralls and their daughter 
Naomi for providing the 
excellent breakfast.
   Thanks also to The Motorcycle 
Workshop for the use of their 
premises for the breakfast 
stop and to Ian Hatton for the 
use of Verralls for the start and 

finish facilities and opening the showroom for all to view the 
extensive range of machines on sale.
   I, for one, hope this event will be on next year's calendar. 
It was something different with a great atmosphere. Some 
entrants might have preferred a rather longer route, but for 
me, with the ride out and back it was perfect.

Mike Lawson, 1910 
Triumph, climbing the 
hill as he enters Bolney

Photos by John Mijatovic, except 
centre by David Southcott. 

Visit David's website 
www.vintageman.zenfolio.com 

to view and order over 300 veteran 
motorcycle photographs.

John Taylor, 1914 Ariel, 
gets underway in the 

Red Lion car park 
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Richard Harris Barham (1788 - 1845), was rector of St Dunston Church, Snargate, Romney Marsh 
from 1817 until circa 1821. A raconteur, wit, literary humorist and general ‘good chap’ he wrote under 
his pen name Thomas Ingoldsby that ‘the world according to the best geographers is divided into 
Europe, Asia, Africa, America and Romney Marsh.’ Undoubtedly Romney Marsh is a place of natural 
beauty, however for much of the 16th to the early part of the 19th Century it was also famed as a 
smugglers’ paradise. At the time many, even in Government, acknowledged the main income of the 
‘Marsh’ was from the smuggling trade. The business was simple; contraband in, and wool out to the 
Continent. All of course devoid of duty! All of which make St Mary in the Marsh, just a couple of miles 
from St Mary’s Bay where some of the smugglers brought their dodgy goods ashore, the perfect base 
for a veteran and vintage motorcycle run.
   Again, Julie Diplock and Rick Bailey headed their enthusiastic team to organise this superb late 
summer event. Options of 25 or 50 miles routes were on offer with tasty bacon ‘diet wrecking’ butties 
before setting off and ample pub lunches at the Star Inn awaiting all on their return. With off-road 
parking beside the famous ale house for tender vehicles and plenty of motorcycle hard-standing 
around the pub for the before and after bit we riders could ask for nothing more.
   Kate Baldock at the helm of the family 1897 Leon Bollee with her dad David in the forward-sited 
ejector seat powered away from the Star Inn to head the 40-strong field. Facts and figures inform 
36 entrants pre-booked and another four entered on the day. Of the 11 veteran and 29 vintage 
motorcycles and three-wheelers entrants, two were non-starters and one was stopped en route by 
a puncture and was recovered by Julie. The rest enjoyed a super motorcycling morning in the late 
summer sun on ultra quiet roads.
   Both routes initially kept to the Marsh passing many landmarks including Botolph’s Bridge 
appropriately named after the 7th century patron saint of wayfarers (and farmers), Lympne Castle and 
the ruins of the Roman Port Lemanis, then alongside the Royal Military Canal. After Tar Pot Lane the 
routes split, the shorter passing through Newchurch, by the memorial to Pilot Officer Arthur Clark and 
then back to the Star Inn.
   After Tar Pot Lane the longer route left the Marsh and later meandered through woods which were 
once Orlestone Forest, then took in Upper Ruckinge, Kenardington and Appledore before returning 

over the Military Canal. As we rode we spotted 
ancient sea defences, former wet marshland 
and many famous Romney Sheep which are 
more resistant to foot rot and internal parasites 
than any other sheep and have been exported 
worldwide since the Victorian days. After 
traversing a rough stretch, specially devised 
by Team Diplock to shake the fillings from 
our teeth and test girder forks to the limit, we 
headed back to Old Romney, across the A259 
and all too soon we arrived back at the Star Inn 
………. and lunch!
   Many lingered during the afternoon to chat 
before setting off for home. But not before the 
brief awards ceremony. On behalf of all entrants 
I’d like to thank all involved for providing such 
a super day’s riding on proper motorcycles 
and three-wheelers. Just one word sums it up, 
‘Brilliant’.

The Fourth Romney Marsh Run       Richard Rosenthal

The first AJS on the Pioneer 
Register, this 1913 AJS model 

B belongs to Baz Staple.
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The Fourth Romney Marsh Run     Pictures: Rob Smith

Above is Andy Dean's 1914 New Imperial Light Tourist, winner of the Light Foot Trophy for Most 
Admired Veteran. Below is pictured John Wells' 1912 3½ HP Triumph. 



26 Sunbeam Club News | December 2017 - January 2018

It's gone full circle! The picture 
on the right is me pushing my 
father off at the Conyboro Run 
in the mid-seventies on a 1912 
211cc Levis. Below is son Robert 
pushing me off at the Romney 
Marsh Run in September on my 
1914 Dayton Popular.
   It's called Help the Aged!

Awards:
Len Heath Trophy for the Most 
Original Unrestored Machine 
Rick Parkington (Kent), 1928 
BSA OHV Model L28.

Furthest Travelled (Ridden) 
Bob Marshall (Kent), BSA Sloper.

Lightfoot Trophy for the Most 
Admired Veteran: Andy Dean 
(Berks) 1914 New Imperial 

Sunbeam 200 mile Trial Trophy 
Most Admired Vintage: Alf 
Craker (Kent) 1928 Sunbeam.

Romney Marsh Run : Full Circle              George Smith
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Features and Articles
The JES (J E Smith)      Alan Dignan
I am a past user of JES machines, with two Brighton Runs on one, and I now have a very unusual JES 
1914 engine, which has never been assembled. JES supplied engines in bits, which was the cheapest 
way to buy one; who would think that the time spent by the factory worker would be so significant. 
There were then available up to three models of bicycle fitted with the engine.
   I bought it from a family in Yorkshire some years ago. In 1913 Jack had been saving hard to buy the 
little motor to attach to his bike to help him get to work at the quarry. In 1914, he reached his target 
and ordered it, together with a petrol tank, drive belt and pulley wheel. He was thrilled when it came. 
However, a few days after arrival Jack was called up to fight in the Great War. You guessed it, he never 
came back and the JES was never unpacked all those years ago.
   The family were so devastated that they could not part with Jack’s 
engine and it was put into the loft. Several generations on and 
sentiment had diminished and the same family were clearing the 
old house and came across the little JES. They knew of my interest 
and love of all things to do with motor cycles and so offered it to 
me.
   I would imagine it is unique, as the engine had never been built, 
and it’s complete with even the tank, an original round leather 
drive belt in its maker’s box and the rear wheel pulley that came 
with it.
   The fact It has never been assembled is so magical in my opinion 
because you can see how it was made and the trouble that JES 
took to ensure that things were put together in the correct way. 
For example, the sides of the crank are painted red on one side 
and yellow on the other and the connecting rod is marked red on one side and yellow on the other so 
no mistake could be made.  The position is important because the oiling system has a scoop in the 
bottom of the big end facing forward to literally scoop oil out of the sump and into the big end.
I have kept it unassembled and people find it fascinating to be able to understand what went on 

inside. The engine is very useful because 
all dimensions are as made and it 
always creates great interest where ever 
it goes. I am sometimes amazed when 
my Beardmore Precision or Excelsior 
Manxman (both ex-TT machines) take 
second place to the JES display. I tell you 
this long-winded tale because in addition 
to this I have a reasonable archive of 
historical and engineering information. 
It occurred to me that I may be able to 
help people with questions about the 
Gloucestershire maker. If I can be of 
help with any JES queries then please 
do let me know. I can be contacted on 
ad.vantage@btinternet.com or phone 
01743 891206 
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The Early Development of The Electric Motor Cycle         John Hodson
The history of the electric motor cycle can be traced through the development of the pedal bicycle, the 
electric bicycle and the electric tricycle. However, the early histories of the pedal bicycle, electric 
bicycle and tricycle and electric motor cycle are confusing due, in part, to conflicting claims for first 
invention of each of these. In 1881 Fred Kimball of Boston, USA built an electric tricycle, in the same 
year, Frenchman Gustave Trouvé demonstrated a working electric tricycle and Englishmen William 
Ayrton and John Perry built an electric tricycle with two large wheels and one small wheel at the rear.    
In September 1895 Ogden Bolton of Ohio, USA filed a patent for an electric bicycle with direct drive. 
Sometime later Hosea Libbey of Boston, USA also filed a patent for an electric bicycle.  
.
          
   

At the 1896 Stanley Cycle Show in London, bicycles manufacture Humber Limited, exhibited an electric 
tandem bicycle. As can be seen from the illustration, the lead acid batteries are held within the frame. 
The 1 HP motor is positioned in front of the rear wheel and speed control was by a variable resistance 
controller placed between the rear handlebars. The Humber electric tandem was used on the track 
but does not appear to have been developed for road use. It was said to have been capable of 40mph.
Although the development of electric bicycles and motor cycles was generally looked on  favourably this 
was not always the case. The Financial News of 1892 contained the following article headed Electric 
Cycles “The existing cyclist is the terror of the thoroughfares. If electric cycles are to supplement the 
existing hazards of the roads, life will only be tolerable on some pathless moor or the rugged boulders 
of a rocky coast. To be knocked down and run over by an athletic cyclist is bad enough. To be knocked 
down and run over by an indolent person, who lets the battery do all the work, would be the very depth 
of humiliation….”. 
   As early as 1907 the Berlin Post Office had Siemens and Schuckert three wheeled electric carriers 
on trial for clearing post boxes.
      The Swan Electric Runabout was reviewed in The MotorCycle of August 1909. Developed in Germany, 
this three wheeler was marketed in Britain by the Swan Electric Traction Company of Tottenham Court 
Road, London. Driven and steered through the front wheel the vehicle had a maximum speed of 
15mph. The electric motor was mounted over the front wheel, power was delivered to the front wheel 
by a telescopic drive shaft.
   In October 1911 the Popular Mechanics Magazine contained an article on an electric motorcycle, 
the model described was claimed to have a range of between 75 and 100 miles between battery 
charges. The three-speed controller produced speeds of 4mph, 15mph and 35mph. Batteries were 
mounted in the frame and the electric motor was placed directly below the saddle.
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The Early Development of The Electric Motor Cycle Continued                John Hodson
 Was this the first electric motor cycle?
  In Norway, around 1918, Johannes Bjorge produced an electric motor cycle. He appears to have used 
an American motor cycle frame, replacing the engine with batteries and placing the electric motor 

where the gear box would have been 
on the original petrol driven machine. 
The box in place of the petrol tank 
contained the various controlling 
devices. Initial trials were favourable 
and a range of 75 miles without 
recharging and a top speed of 40mph 
on the level were reported.
  The weight and size of batteries 
necessary for powering the early 
electric motor cycles caused 

difficulties in maintaining balance and took up a significant amount of room. It is not surprising that 
early development concentrated on electric tricycles and electric sidecar outfits, which had more 
space for battery storage and fewer balance problems, rather than the two-wheeled motor cycle. 
   In 1919 Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies of Ipswich, better known for their agricultural machinery, 
produced a prototype electric motorcycle outfit. 
The batteries were mounted under the seat of the 
box sidecar. The electric outfit would have been 
particularly useful at the time of petrol shortages, 
this would have been important during and after 
the First World War. The range of the outfit was 
about thirty miles, speed was 12mph and it could 
climb “any hill in the district”. Running costs were 
calculated at one-third that of an equivalent petrol 
driven outfit. The Orwell, as the motor cycle outfit 
was called, was registered for road use but never 
got past the trial stage. However, the development 
of the electric outfit did further the company’s 
knowledge of electrically powered vehicles, useful 
for future production of electric wagons and electric 
forklifts. In 1920 the company produced Britain’s first battery-powered electric truck.
   In the 1930’s the Socovel Company of Belgium designed an electric motor cycle, production continued 
into the war and during the German occupation. Due to fuel rationing at this time Socovel’s electric 
motor cycle was in some demand. However, production of their electric models ceased in 1948. 
   Despite attempts to produce an electric motor cycle over many years, it was not until there were 
improvements to batteries, controls and electric motors that the electric motor cycle really became 
a practical proposition. These improvements included the development of more powerful and lighter 
nickel cadmium and later lithium ion batteries, better power controls, use of torque sensors and better 
magnets in the electric motors. One of the first two wheeled electric vehicles to be made on a large 
scale was the Peugeot Scoot’Elec scooter introduced in 1996.

Sources of Information
Various Internet Sources including www.jacobsen.com/europe-history, Grace’s Guide and Wikipedia. 
The Motor Cycle: August 1907, September 1908, August 1909, July 1918 and January 1920. The 
Financial News 1920
Unusual Motorcycles by François-Marie Dumas. 
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Harold Daniell : Norton Ace         Richard Rosenthal
The photograph of Harold Daniell’s Dartmouth 
Road, Forest Hill shop published in the last Club 
News is a delight. The Ford 307E van (based on 
the 105E car) parked in the road near Harold’s 
shop, which traded as HL Daniell Ltd, was 
launched in mid-1961 so one surmises the picture 
was taken in the 1961 - 67 period. At that time 
my grandparents lived nearby and as an ex-Catford 
boy I remember how quiet the streets were, but 
not as quiet as Dartmouth Road when the photo 
was taken, perhaps it was snapped early on a 
Sunday morning. Family friends were customers of 
Mr Daniell, the man who famously stated after his 
first Island lap on a factory Manx Norton with the 
then new McCandless frame ‘it was like riding a 
featherbed.’
   One friend regularly related how he called at 
Daniell’s shop one Saturday morning in the fifties 
in the hope of buying spares for his late thirties 
Norton International. Told to come back at 3pm 
when things were quieter as older spares were 
stored nearby, he duly arrived a few minutes early. 

They piled in Harold’s Ford 100E van to bounce on icy winter roads round to lock-ups behind a block 
of flats. Parts found and cash handed they drove back to Dartmouth Road. Later the chap claimed Mr 
Daniell’s eyesight so bad he used the kerbs on either side of the road as guides!
   Certainly, an embellished tale which probably improved after the odd sharpener or two, but it 
underlines how bad the Norton ace’s eyesight was. Something the military noticed when he pulled 
down the shutters on his business for the duration of the war to volunteer for active service. The Army 
medics pronounced his eyesight so poor ‘… he was of no use to the Army.’ Instead he became an 
inspector with the Aeronautical Inspection Directorate at the North London Napier aero engine works. 
And this was the man who'd won the 1938 Senior TT for Norton at 89.11mph with a fastest lap of 
91.00mph - the first under 25 minutes Mountain Course lap and a record he held for 12 years - and 
would go on to win two more Senior TTs, (1947 and 1949) as well as a huge number of victories at 
other venues.
   A Londoner through and through Harold Daniell was born at Abbey Wood and later was one of a 
number of ‘London Racing Boys’ who hailed from Forest Hill, Crystal Palace, Catford and surrounding 
area including his brother-in-law Steve Lancefield and later the renowned road race and competition 
photographer Nick (Brian) Nicholls who lived just up the road from Daniell’s shop in Devonshire Road.
Once he’d learnt to ride his father’s AJS V-twin in 1926 Mr Daniell senior bought the youngster a 1925 
Norton Model 18 as daily transport to the Automobile Engineering College at Chelsea where he’d 
signed on for a two-year course. Like all good stories luck played a hand as he chanced on a Hill Climb 
organised by the Sydenham and District MCC. He entered and won his class, then later went onto race 
on the nearby Crystal Palace Path Racing Circuit, regularly winning and holding the lap record on the 
slow ultra-narrow track. He raced on the grass too.
   His first trip to the IoM in 1930 for the Manx GP was rewarded with a retirement and again in 1931 
but things improved the following year with a ninth place in the Junior on an ex-works Excelsior-JAP and 
a second in the Senior astride his elderly cammy Norton in torrential rain. In 1933 after a retirement in 
the Junior on his new 350 Norton he went onto win the Senior aboard his ageing Norton, reconditioned 
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Harold Daniell : Norton Ace Continued                          Richard Rosenthal  
it’s rumoured with factory help. (Sssssh! …that’s against Manx GP rules, although the authorities often 
looked the other way.) He not only won the Senior but set a new race record of 76.98mph.
   Through one of the oil company barons Harold Daniell secured a Mobil Oil contract for 1934 along with a 
retainer plus bonuses with AJS (by then of Plumstead) to ride 350s and 500s at selected events. He also 
continued to ride and win on his Nortons prepared by Steve Lancefield, who he’d first met in 1934. Harold 
didn’t enjoy many wins for the Plumstead factory and recognising a disgruntled star Joe Craig ‘nicked’ him 
for Norton. His first outing for the Birmingham factory he would be associated with for the rest of life, on 
what Harold described as a ‘real works bike’ at the Ulster GP didn’t go too well, then the wins started and 
kept coming: scalps included Donington Park, Syston Park, the new Crystal Palace racing circuit, the IoM 
mountain Course, Brooklands and after the war the first North Weald aerodrome event in 1946, then the 
IoM, Geneva, Silverstone and so on. Although riding factory Nortons from late 1936 onwards he wasn’t 
a full team member until 1938.
   In 1949 Mr Daniell became a board member of Bemsee (British Motorcycle Racing Club) and retired 
from motorcycle racing after the 1950 season aged 41 to concentrate on his business, however he briefly 
tried his hand at car racing including in the Formula 3 class. Harold Daniell and Steve Lancefield opened 
their garage at Anerley Road, Crystal Palace in 1936 taking on the Norton agency. To help the business 
in the early days Lancefield continued his day time toolroom work for a printing machinery maker while 
Claire Daniell, later Mrs Lancefield, looked 
after the petrol pumps and shop as Daniell 
was often elsewhere going very quickly.
   After the WWII dust had settled Harold 
Daniell re-opened his shop at 65 Dartmouth 
Road, Forest Hill which leads us back to Nick 
Smith’s super photograph. From this base 
he helped selected up and coming racers 
including Mike O’Rourke with a certain Ariel 
Arrow for which Harold bent factory ears for 
special parts while his workshop manager 
Herman Meier, the two-stroke tuning ace, race 
prepared it. Always keen to help enthusiastic 
up and coming racers Daniell would even 
employ odd ones on a casual basis in his shop 
if they needed to earn a few bob.
   Eyesight problems apart Mr Daniell later 
suffered serious heart issues leading him to 
quip when bump starting bikes outside the 
shop ‘… hope the old ticker is up to this.’ His 
last track ride was a couple of parade laps 
at a wet Silverstone airfield circuit meeting 
in 1965 when hopefully the crowd were as 
thrilled as I would have been to see the then 
tubby ex-racer doing what he did best.
   Harold Daniell’s heart dropped the final 
chequered flag on 20 January 1967. 

Editor's Note: The above image of Harold Daniell's Shop by Manx-based artist John Hancox is available 
in a set of Christmas card from www.nationalmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk or visit John's website 
www.hancoxart.com to see more of his artwork.

Art by John Hancox, reproduced by kind 
permission of the National Motorcycle Museum
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Book Reviews
The Quest for King Dick by William Whiteley, Edited by Annice Collett. 

Reviewed by Geoffrey Morris
Bill Whiteley, an enthusiastic volunteer at Brooklands, has been beavering away 
for something like ten years researching the very convoluted history of King Dick, 
famous for their ubiquitous adjustable spanner if nothing else. But of course, it 
runs far deeper than that what with guns, armaments, bicycles, motorcycles, a 
car, vacuum cleaners and of course thousands and thousands of spanners of all 
types; ring, open-ended, you name it.
   Sometimes it is a real job to sort out the intricacies of very old companies as 

they developed, often ending up making completely different products along the way. Such a history 
has been written by Bill but much aided by the equally enthusiastic Annice Collett, past librarian both 
at the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu and famous to most of us for many years as the VMCC 
Librarian; now I believe about to embark on a University course to hone her undoubted skills.
   Motorcyclists know King Dick for mainly two products, spanners (especially the adjustable, which 
'shifting spanner' must grace every toolroll) and in the far-off days, motorcycles. But they produced a 
vast range of high quality engineering products such as Abingdon motor fittings and frames and had 
an association with the East London Rubber Company. A vast range of products such as motorcycles, 
motor tricycles and forecars were produced not to mention bicycles and fittings and 'parallel' (badge 
engineered) Kerry Abingdon motorcycles fitted with Abingdon King Dick engines.
   This journey all started in the Birmingham gun quarter when the talented Thomas Mabbutt, just 26 
years old in 1855, started in business as an independent gun implement maker soon to become a 
master. Mabbutt turned out accomplished guns and ordnance of all kinds and this starting point covers 
the first few chapters. Then a diversification into roller skates, velocipedes and bicycle components 
occupied the works. It seems when reading the cycle side of the story that every household cycling 
name at that time seems to have been involved with Mr. Mabbutt.
   Spanners came next, especially the adjusting screw wrench or 'monkey wrench' – nowadays just 
referred to as an adjustable. For some reason I seem to have a preponderance of these in my shed in 
all sizes, all with the bulldog trademark; I couldn't do without them. The origins of 'King Dick' who was 
a magnificent specimen of a Bulldog and leading to the trademark are covered in detail.
Chains are an essential means of power transmission and the various developments along the road 
to 'perfect pitch' are all told and what a fascinating sidestep that is. Naturally the company made top 
quality chains along with the necessary chain wheels and cogs etc.
   Thomas Mabbutt died in 1906, his death resulting in an amalgamation with Abingdon Ecco later 
that year. The E.L.R. Co. worked with the new company to produce their own range of Kerry Abingdon 
motorcycles fitted with the A.K.D. engines (all with the 'Bulldog' trademark embossed). Vee-twin 
models were also marketed and very swish they looked too.
   Thomas Blumfield comes into the A.K.D. picture next and his past experience with one E.J. Pennington 
(he of the flying motorcycle advertising 'puff'’) is worth reading. The chapter entitled ‘Blumfield's 
Return' mentions him referring to Pennington's 'humbug and chicanery.'
   A TT dalliance for A.K.D. in 1914 is interesting but the advent of WWI relatively soon after put paid 
to further developments. It wasn't until the early twenties that the production of motorcycles resumed 
along with all the other products such as spanners, bicycle fittings, accessories etc. 
   But in 1931 dark clouds formed and along with other stalwarts of British industry at that time, a 
receiver was called in and the firm put up for sale. One Bill Mansell (forever associated with Norton) 
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saved the day and bought the company. He, together with his son Dennis restarted production but it 
did spell the end for motorcycle production. They brought in innovative products such as an Abingdon 
King Dick vacuum cleaner in 1934. So, the company soldiered on for decades until 1992 when it was 
again up for sale. Purchased then by Australian Tom Smeaton and relatively soon after that taken 
over, with help, in 1997 by employee Griff Roberts, a well-known clubman racer. Twenty years on, and 
the company is still going albeit with a much-reduced workforce. They are the only British spanner 
maker and there is talk of them re-introducing one of their most famous products – the adjustable!
This complex story of a once mighty industrial company has so many twists and turns that it is a 
wonder that Bill Whiteley and Annice Collett have made it so entertaining and readable. Over a 
hundred photographs and illustrations enliven the narrative. Specification tables at the end cover 
the bikes, together with patents taken out and lastly a comprehensive index. I relished the chance to 
further understand this once great manufacturing base and enjoyed every page. Bill has persevered 
with this complex work and looked up every source imaginable and interviewed many, in order to 
complete it.  He has my thanks for putting it down on paper before memories are lost.
The book is priced at £15 plus p&p and is available now from the VMCC or the Brooklands Museum 
shop or online from Lulu Press: www.lulu.com
The Quest for King Dick : William Whiteley. Paperback, 160 Pages illustrated ISBN 9780244645625

The Matchless Colliers by Bill Cakebread.       Reviewed by Julie Diplock
I picked up a copy of Bill Cakebread’s latest book at a recent talk, where Bill entertained the audience 
with his extensive knowledge of the Plumstead manufacturers and his evident affection for the Colliers 
family. Bill worked at the AMC Plumstead works from 1958 to 1966, starting as an apprentice with a 
grounding in all areas of motorcycle manufacture, as everything bar the foundry-work happened on 
site. Bill joined the design team, eventually becoming assistant to the Chief Engineer, Charles Udall.
Bill’s understanding and knowledge translate well into this book, which is a chronological account 
of the founders of Matchless, from the registration of the ‘Matchless’ trademark in 1891 through 
to the decline and eventual bankruptcy of the company. Much research has gone into this book, 
and assistance sought from surviving members of the Collier family. The book is illustrated with rare 
and interesting photos and documents obtained from a number of family archives. All pictures are 
reproduced in mono, but as most pre-date colour photography this isn’t an issue.
Obviously a must-have book for any Matchless aficionado, it’s also really interesting to anyone with 
an interest in pre-War machines and industrial history. For me, one interesting fact to emerge was 
that in 1907 Charlie Collier ‘won the first ever single cylinder TT at a faster speed than the Norton 

which won the multi-cylinder class’. His average lap-speed on his 
3.5 HP Matchless was 38.23 mph, over the 158-mile race whilst 
Rem Fowler’s 5 HP Norton was 36.22 mph. However, ‘Norton made 
much of this victory for many years thereafter in their publicity and 
the amazing thing is that Matchless did not.’
Bill has provided a useful family tree and index, and has also set up 
a website covering all things AMC with another ex-AMC apprentice: 
www.workingatamc.london 
A good read, I would recommend this book to all motorcycle 
enthusiasts, even if you don't own a Matchless or AMC machine. 
The Matchless Colliers by Bill Cakebread 118 pages, illustrated. 
ISBN 978-0-9954510. Copies are available direct from the author 
at:- The Paddock, High Street Ninfield, Battle, East Sussex TN33 9JR
The price is £12.00 each plus £2.50 UK post and packing. Payment 
may be made by cheque made out to W A Cakebread or by PayPal to 
one.track@btinternet.com 
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Trials
76th Southern Experts Trial                Julie Diplock 
The Southern Experts Trial takes place on Sunday 3rd December, at Hookwoods Trails Centre, West 
Horsley,Surrey KT24 6EA. This venerable Sunbeam MCC event is now organised by Hookwood Trials 
Club, contact Sarah Connor 07789 118784 or sconnor41@yahoo.co.uk for more information. A write-
up for the Club News would be welcomed.

From The Greeves Marque Specialist               Rob Thornton
Following a chat with Julie at the Ramsey Sprint, I noticed in the latest mag that I appear to be the 
font of Sunbeam Greeves knowledge!  As a result, I thought I had better introduce myself and provide 
contact details, etc.  All right, I know this is the Sunbeam Club and the only valves that Greeves have 
are in the inner tubes (except the Greeves police bikes that have them in the radio too!) but some 
people like two-strokes, and some even like them as well as four-strokes and I’m one of them.
For my sins, I am Chairman of the Greeves Rider’s Association, a club with nearly 600 members in at 
least seven countries around the planet, not bad for a minor marque, produced for a comparatively 
few years. We do not accept the doom and gloom that some other clubs seem to suffer with and are 
managing to recruit new members and to maintain numbers. We have found both show appearances 
and the internet very useful in this respect. Therefore, I will give the Club a plug first: membership is 
£22 per annum plus a £2 joining fee. However, we appear at various shows and usually have special 
membership offers available. At the shows we also have a range of regalia items, clothing, various 
tank stickers, etc, all available to non-members too. For your membership money, you will receive 
Leading Link magazine every 2 months, now published in full colour and usually 50 pages. We also 
have extensive archives, factory registers and engineering drawings available to members in the Club 
archives. www.greeves-riders.org.uk

So, if you need any help with identifying 
a Greeves, quite important when 
considering a purchase as prices are 
creeping up, do get in touch with me. 
Some ‘interesting’ high-price bitsas 
appear for sale from time ‘believed to be 
the very machine on which blah, blah’. 
Before you part with your cash, it may 
just be worth getting a few facts sorted 
out first. There are road bikes converted 
to trials, trials converted to scramblers, 
you name it, out there, therefore it makes 
sense to know what you are buying unless 
it is cheap and you want it anyway.
I can be contacted on 01403 713123 and 
by email on rob.thornton@btinternet.com  
(note the full stop between my names, 
plenty don’t). I am located near Steyning 
in West Sussex and the kettle is always on 
for Greeves owners or potential Greeves 
owners!

TT & MGP star Ian Hutchinson 
pictured at the 2016 MGP 
with a trials Tiger Cub. 

Pic : J Diplock
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*All cover is subject to insurer’s terms and conditions, which are available upon request. 
Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded. Sign up to our newsletter at footmanjames.
co.uk to receive updates on all the latest news, events, off ers and competitions. FP ADGE691.9.16

PROUD PARTNERS OF: 

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6064
or visit: 

footmanjames.co.uk

CLASSIC + MODERN BIKE

CLASSIC + MODERN CAR

MULTI VEHICLE

COLLECTORS

KIT CAR

CLASSIC MOTOR TRADE

COMPETITION CAR

MOTORSPORT SUPPORT VEHICLE

At FJ we cover classic motorcycles from 10 years old and 
understand that every classic vehicle owner is diff erent.

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover 
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage 
retention and spare parts.

Club members are entitled to specialist rates.
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Wanted 
Wanted: Veteran in good original condition 
complete with clutch. Must be a good exceptional 
machine in correct condition. Please telephone 
Mike 028 92665398 or 07855 070880 (12/17)

1931 Matchless speedo drive, driven from the 
gearbox. I have a similar Villiers speedo drive to 
swap or will buy. Julie Diplock 01797 344277 
sunbeameditor@hotmail.com (Kent) (12/17)

Wanted: Veteran Sparkbrook gearbox with 
clutch, or parts thereof, good or bad, dead or 
alive! I’m after originality so only a Sparkbrook 
gearbox is required. Phone 01934 844546 
or email Raymondleohudson@hotmail.co.uk  
(Somerset) See photos on Letters Page. (12/17)

Fuel tank for a 1930s Francis Barnett ‘Built 
Like a Bridge’ model wanted, also a Villiers 2E 
engine, complete or parts. Please phone Paul on 
07506 093298 or email paulws653@gmail.com 
(Lincs) (10/17

Established KOBI Member, owner of concours 
machine with full gas lighting, seeks to 
purchase a working set of acetylene stoplights, 
your price paid. I have been searching for quite 
some time and am beginning to realise that this 
may be a quest too far. However, I have now 
started to pull my drawings together and will 
submit a patent application for an acetylene stop 
lamp, prior to making them available for sale. 
Would or might you be interested in purchasing 
such a device? Contact Reg Eyre (on behalf of 
Joe Rush) by email reg.eyre@tesco.net or 01242 
870375 (before 9.00pm please) (Glos) (10/17) 

WANTED! The Bramner belt on my 1913 
Triumph is rotten and falling apart. Can anybody 
help me out? I need around 25 belt links, size 
7/8”. Thank you for your help, Ronald Florens 
ronald.florens@skynet.be (10/17)

Python Builder seeks an Albion four-speed 
foot-change gearbox, Model H stud-fixing type, 
with bottom fixing. Same being for a 1934 500cc 
motorcycle made by Dunford & Elliott, Sheffield. 
Mr Eastwick, 01903 241959 (W Sussex) (10/17)

Wanted: Albion two-speed drive pulley. 
Can exchange two-speed with sprocket. Any 
Connaught four-stroke spares also wanted. 
Richard Higgins 01282 612315 (Lancs) (10/17)

1928 K9 AJS 500cc SV petrol tank with auxillary 
oil pump. Any helpful suggestions welcome. 
Baz Staple (Kent) jennybaz.staple@gmail.com  
01892 535671 (10/17)

Lost: BTH ‘pie-crust’ rotary switch. Lost from my 
Douglas on the return from The Graham Walker 
Run, between Beaulieu and Stoney Cross: late 
twenties 3” diameter Bakelite BTH headlamp 
switch. Does anyone have a replacement? Please 
contact Paul Watton suemwatton@hotmail.co.uk 
01725 511015 (Wilts) (10/17) 

Wanted for 350cc Excelsior Manxman. Rev 
counter gearbox and drive, complete unit or 
parts needed. Peter Jackson 01444 236133 
pehjackson@tiscali.co.uk (Sussex) (08/17)

Wanted: circa 1936 complete Matchless 
exposed hairpin head and rockerbox. Also any 
other engine spares. Colin Gunn 01797 321791 
gunn.c@tiscali.co.uk (Kent) (08/17)

Petrol/oil tank for mid-1920’s 493cc BSA, 24” 
long x 7” wide x 4½“ deep. Dave Masters (East 
Sussex) 01424 211873 (08/17)

Front hub for a 1926 Levis 248cc two-stroke. 
Joe Rush (Berks) 01491 680712  (06/17)

Oil Cups. Does anyone know where can I get oil 
cups of the type used on old bicycles or Druid 
forks? Dave Masters (East Sussex) 01424 
211873 (06/17)

Members Advertisements

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members. 

To place an advert contact the Editor, contact details can be found inside the front cover. Please 
include your membership number with your advertisement and note that free advertising does not 
include business advertising. Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
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For Sale
Sunbeam ladies loop-frame bicycle, 
approximately 1936, three-speed, original 
paint, wicker basket, £120.00 ONO.  
Three phase power hacksaw working order 
complete with motor. FOC, buyer collects. I can 
get it to my garden gate it’s heavy so you will 
need something / some bodies to get it on to 
your transport. Tom Snow 01323 840404 or 
tomwithruth@btinternet.com (East Sussex) (12/17) 

Three-bike trailer, made by Dave Cooper but 
modified over the years. In sound condition but 
now tatty due to outside storage. £75 to include 
trailer board etc. Buyer collects from Eastbourne 
area. Alan Paul awpaul@tiscali.co.uk.  
01323 371048 (12/17)

Motobecane 1924 MB1 175cc. Single 
speed. Banbury Run award winner for 
Best original motorcycle. Unrestored and 
original. Goes well and very reliable. A cheap 
lightweight vintage flat tank motorcycle £3,750  
Veteran White & Poppe 1905. Single speed 
427cc. Two owners last 67 years, very reliable. 
35+ Pioneer runs including the second ever. Goes 
well and up all the hills on the Pioneer run no 
problem. Good long history with original number 
and most of spare engine etc. Now £19,500. 
Could P/X for a pre-1940 motorcycle 350cc 
plus for club runs, cash either way. Alex Taylor, 
01235 553574 alexrtaylor574@btinternet.com  
(Oxfordshire) (12/17)

1922 Ivy. This unusual machine has a 350cc 
Precision two-stroke engine. Similar to machines 
used in the TT from 1920 to 1923. All chain 
drive through a Moss three-speed gearbox, with 
original registration number. £7500. Selling 
on behalf of an older rider, I have polished the 
machine and had it running - sounds strong for 
a two-stroke! Reg Eyre reg.eyre@tesco.net or 
01242 870375 (before 9.00pm please) (Glos) 
(10/17) 

Two new Blackburne engine sprockets 5/8ths 
inch pitch 21T & 22T screw on, £25 each. 

Pair open rockers & shafts nos. E3218 £30.  
Velocette GTP barrel 63mm bore (poor threads) 
£30. 1930s Villiers 196cc barrel (used v. good) 
S.Sports +0.030 £60. Tel: Brian Tompkins 
01474 705714 tompkinsbrian@hotmail.com 
(Kent) (08/17)

1909 Premier 3½ HP. Single-speed. The earliest 
single about with a White and Poppe engine. 
Fully rebuilt with a Pioneer Certificate. Re-issued 
original registration. £21,000. Brian Kingsley 
01276 474129 (Surrey) (08/17)

1915 Indian “Little” V-twin. 42ci (680cc) 
Hedstrom engine no 51Gxxx, sprung forks, rigid 
rear end. Dismantled restoration project, very 
good frame, also includes a second engine with 
the same type & year code 51Gxxx. CWxxxx 
registration with V5C. Detailed photographs 
can be emailed on request. £22,000. David 
Woodward (Cumbria) 07917 796986 or email 
david.woodward@varty.plus.com    (06/17)

Members Advertisements

Sammy Miller Motorcycle 
Museum Trust

WANTED
Unfinished Projects and Rare 
Motorcycles for our Museum

You can be sure your pride and 
joy will stay within the Museum 

and not be shipped around 
the world! Also Affordable, 

Rideable, Show Winning 
Restorations.

Estimates Given
01425 616644  

New Milton, BH25 5SZ
E:  museum@sammymiller.co.uk 
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Motorcycle Books & Manuals: Bought, Sold & Exchanged
Just Some of Our Reprint 

Titles in Stock:
Motor Bicycle Building 1906 by Paul Hasluck
Ransome's Motorcycling 1908
The Motorcyclist's Handbook 1911 by Phoenix
Motorcycles, Sidecars & Cyclecars 1915 by Victor Page
Motorcycles in a Nutshell 1923 by Capt S Bramley Moore
BSA Parts Book 1924 
Motorcycling for Women 1928 Nancy & Betty Debenham
Motorcycle Repair and Upkeep 1930 Volumes 1, 2, 3
BSA Parts Book 1931 
The Book of  the BSA 1929 by Waysider 
The Book of the BSA 1937 by F J Camm
The JAP Story 1895-1951
Ariel Arrow Workshop Manual

Contact: Steve Brown 
steve@bsamanuals.com

0191 435 4122 text 07908 616 818
5 Quarry Lane South Shields NE34 7NJ

www.classicmotorcyclemanuals.com
www.bsamanuals.com

Contact Us: ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE 

01797 344277    www.elk-promotions.co.uk 

  

SSoouutthh  ooff  EEnnggllaanndd  CCllaassssiicc  SShhooww  &&  ‘‘JJuummbbllee  ::  SSuunnddaayy  2288tthh  OOccttoobbeerr  
South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL 

 

 

 
22001188  CCllaassssiicc  BBiikkee  EEvveennttss  iinn  KKeenntt  aanndd  SSuusssseexx  

SSoouutthh  ooff  EEnnggllaanndd  CCllaassssiicc  SShhooww  &&  ‘‘JJuummbbllee  ::  SSuunnddaayy  2255tthh  MMaarrcchh    
South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL 

AAsshhffoorrdd  CCllaassssiicc  MMoottoorrccyyccllee  SShhooww  &&  ‘‘JJuummbbllee    
                      EEaasstteerr  MMoonnddaayy  22nndd  AApprriill  ::  Ashford Market, Kent  TN24 0HB 

RRoommnneeyy  MMaarrsshh  CCllaassssiicc  BBiikkeejjuummbbllee::  1100aamm  SSuunn  2200tthh  MMaayy  
Romney Marsh Classic Show & Bikejumble 

     1100aamm  SSuunnddaayy  2244tthh  JJuunnee    
                                    at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD      

 South of England Summer Classic Show 
1100aamm  SSuunnddaayy  1155tthh  JJuullyy  

                             Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL 
Romney Marsh Classic Bikejumble  
1100aamm  SSuunnddaayy  1166tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

               at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD      ©ELK Promotions 2017 
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CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR
Date Event Venue Contact

Noon 
2nd  December

Club Meet
The Vine, Great Bardfield, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR

New Contact: Frank Mace
0749-700981
frankmace@ymail .com

All welcome. 
Note no meet 
in January

7:30pm 
7th  December

Club Night Six Bells, Chiddingly 
East Sussex BN8 6HE

Paul Rees     
01323-844766
paulrees49@yahoo.co.uk

All welcome

8:00pm 
12th 
December

Club Night Broadlakes Social 
Club, Shenley Lane, London 
Colney, Herts AL2 1DG

Richard Tann
0208-953-5732 
richard.tann@btinternet.com

All welcome

8:00pm 
18th 
December

Club Night 
West Kingsdown Village Hall
Kent TN15 6BZ

George Smith    
01474-852960 
t110george47@gmail.com

All welcome 
Xmas Party 
Night!

12:30pm 
7th January 
2018

Chairman’s Lunch. 
Shipley Bridge, Antlands Lane, 
Burstow, Surrey. RH6 9TE

Ian McGIll
01293-771446
acsociable1@sky.com

All welcome

11th February Gordon Jackson Trial
Venue TBC Bagshot 
Heath, Surrey

Neil Sinclair      
07885-660939              
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

Star Group

18th March 79th Pioneer Run ®
Epsom to Brighton

Ian McGIll
01293-771446
acsociable1@sky.com

Pre-1915

2:00 pm 
14th April

AGM 
Venue TBC

Arnold Marshall
01797 270209
secretary@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Closed to Club

15th April Fourth Oxon/Bucks Run
Venue TBA Oxon

Andy Middleton      
01844-352844                   
apmiddleton@btinternet.com

Pre-1940

6th May Ixion Cavalcade                   
Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex

Ian Cockshull    
Ixion@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Pre-1940

11th May - 
14th May

Warwickshire Weekend       
King’s Coughton, Warks.

Jenny Staple
01892-535671
jennybaz.staple@gmail.com

Closed to Club
Pre-1940

20th May
New Event

First Rose of Torridge                    
Woolfardisworthy, North Devon

Nevil Barham         
01237-470514               
nevil2@btinternet.com

Pre-1940
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2017 / 2018
Date Event Venue Contact

26th May - 
27th May 
2018

Conyboro Run and Autojumble
Six Bells, Chiddingly 
East Sussex BN8 6HE

Rob Pond   
01306-628297 / 07907-649751       
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Pre-1940

10th June Rose of the Shires Run                     
Stoke Bruerne,Northants

Andrew Leslie    
07599-291787                              
ajdleslie@gmail.com 

Pre-1940

16th June - 
23rd June

35th Welsh Week                                        
Llanbister, Powys

 John Appleton 
01296-623048

Closed to Club
Pre-1940

1st July
New Event

First Northern Pioneer Road 
Test
Leyburn, North Yorks

Wallace   Holmes     
01325-460554 
multuminparvo@hotmail.co.uk

Pre-1915

15th July Garden of England Run       
Headcorn, Kent

Jo and Julian Swift           
01233-756346                       
julian@julianswift.com

Pre-1940

12th August 56th Graham Walker Run         
Beaulieu, Hampshire

Ian McGill                  
01293-771446        
acsociable1@sky.com                                                                    

Pre-1940

18th August 
New Event

First Bolney Vintage Run
Bolney, West Sussex.

Rob Pond   
01306-628297 / 07907-649751       
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Post-1914 -
Pre-1931

19th August Second Summer 
Pioneer Run ®
Handcross, West Sussex

Rob Pond   
01306-628297 / 07907-649751       
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Pre-1915

25th August /
26th August

Gingerbeards Trial
Greybeards Trial            
Jackson Woods, Horsmonden
Kent

Neil Sinclair      
07885-660939              
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

Any Bike/
British Bike
Riders over 
40 years old 

9th September Constable Run          
Monks Eleigh, Suffolk

Marian Johnson             
marj_35@btinternet.com

Pre-1940

15th 
September

10th Sunbeam September 
Challenge                          
North Yorkshire                 

Alec Thompson   
01751-431478                  
alec.thompson7@pobroadband.co.uk

pre-1931

30th 
September

Fifth Romney Marsh Run
St. Mary in the Marsh, Kent  

Julie Diplock       
01797-344277
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk                

Pre-1931 
Flat-tank
only
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1915 Douglas 2¾ HP belonging to Dave 
Masters. Originally ordered by The War 
Office, this was a First World War Despatch 

Rider's machine. 

Richard Mummery's 1918 Triumph 
Model H combination. Previously 

owned by Geoff Hayes.

The Fourth Romney Marsh Run     Pictures: Rob Smith


