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Dave Masters aboard his Veloce
with Tim Simpkins at Epsom
Downs, start of the Pioneer Run,
Photo: Jane Anderson
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Editorial and News
© The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club and Authors reserve copyright for all matters published in the Sunbeam
Club News. The SMCC is not responsible for the views contained in the Club News and views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editor or the club. All information is provided in good faith. Inclusion in the Club News is
not a recommendation by the SMCC, or the Editor, of any goods or services.

Hello Everyone,
Note the change of date for the Gingerbeards and Greybeards Trials, they now take place on the
weekend of the 26th and 27th of August - as ever, vounteer observers and marshalls are welcomed.
News on the marque specialists front: John Buckingham has volunteered to help with veteran FN
singles. John’s details appear to the left, as our Show Organiser.
Don’t forget, please enclose an SAE if you need your submitted material returned to you.
All the best, Julie

Chairman’s Report						

Tim Penn

May I start by thanking Ian Cockshull and his team for the successful Ixion Run on the 30th April. It was
a great day. Thank you Ian.
Also a thank you to Bob Nix for organising the Shropshire mid-week break. Hopefully the weather
was suitable for riding.
Since the last Journal, there have been a Pioneer Sub-Committee meeting and a Committee Meeting,
both of which have proved very successful with a lot of feedback to the respective committees and
some positive actions going forward.
By the time you read this the Conyboro Weekend organised by the “Pond Family” will have taken
place. Hopefully a report will be available for the next edition of the Club News.
On a sad note I have recently been advised that David Earnshaw, who was a great stalwart of the
Pioneer Run for many years, has recently died while out riding. Dave’s knowledge and skill on the P&M
marque was renowned, and he had helped many people with veteran and vintage machines over the
years, with both practical and technical assistance over the years. Our thoughts are with his family.

Ayers Collection 							 Baz Staple
This collection of old manuals, sales literature etc. which Marjorie Ayers kindly donated to the club,
has been catalogued into two separate booklets of pre-1940 and post-1940 items. The first of these
catalogues has previously been notified as available from John Waghorn as are the items themselves,
copies of which will be sent out on request at a small charge.
However the post-1940 literature has not previously been advised as available. This literature consists
of :•Motorcycles AJS to Vincent HRD plus Harley Davidson and MV Agusta
•Burman gearboxes for 1973 HRDs
•Power assisted cycles
•Sidecars Blackwell to Watsonian
•Bond Threewheelers
Possibly the most exciting item is for a 1957 AJS 7R. John’s contact details are shown on the left.

Deadline for August / September Issue: 15th July 2017
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Notes from Your Committee				
Arnold Marshall
The Membership is reminded that any member wishing to raise a subject for consideration at a Club
Committee Meeting can do so by contacting the Club Secretary or any other Committee Member.
Membership currently stands at 650, this is down from the 684 reported at the AGM. If you know of
any member who has not renewed their membership, please encourage them to do so.
Following the decision at the AGM regarding subscriptions, it has been agreed that for 2017 all
members joining up to the end of June will be asked to pay £20. Members joining after the end of June
will be given the choice of £10 for membership to the 31st December 2017, or £30 for membership
to the 31st December, 2018. The first call for membership renewal will go out with the December/
January Club News.
Members joining with their Pioneer Run Entries will be charged the full yearly rate but their
membership will not commence until 1st January, 2018.
The current website is to be kept up to date, as far as possible. However, it is still the opinion of The
Committee that a new site is required. Consequently, we are seeking quotations for the work from
suitable web designers.
All material for the existing site should be forwarded to the Web Master, Richard Rosenthal.
It was agreed that a President’s Collar be purchased for The Club.
In order to ensure a uniform and professional image to Club Members and the general public, all
documentation and publicity material (excluding the Club News) is to be checked and cleared by the
newly appointed Club Publicity Officer, Baz Staple, prior to release.
Volunteers are sought to support our ‘Think North’ campaign. Currently we need help at the Classic
Motorcycle Day at Crich Tramway Museum, on the 1st July, where we intend to have The Club Stand.
Please contact Baz Staple if you can help.
We have the possibility of a social run in Lincolnshire and a Northern Pioneer Run in County Durham.
Both these events are in their initial planning stages. If you can help, please contact our Events
Secretary, Rob Pond.
As decided at the AGM, there are to be three Committee Members each charged with special
responsibility for one of our three historic motorcycle categories.
These are as follows:~
Veteran :
John Waghorn
Vintage :
Richard Rosenthal
Post Vintage :
Chris Pile
Members should address any concerns regarding the Club’s treatment or approach to any of these
three categories to the responsible Committee Member.
From the Membership Secretary			

Brian Empsall

Please give the following new members to the Club a warm welcome:
J A Clague

Isle of Man

Gordon Puzey

Hampshire

Simon Leveaux

East Sussex

Colin Roberts

Hertfordshire

Peter Lewis

Isle of Man

Chris Welch

Derbyshire

FN Marque Specialist				

Julie Diplock

Welcome aboard to John Buckingham, who has agreed to be our marque specialist for veteran FN
single models. John can be contacted on john.b60@ntlworld.com or 01903 536244.
New marque specialists are always welcome to apply, contact me if you feel you could help.
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Letters

Your letters and comments are always
welcomed. Send them to The Editor,
contact details inside front cover.

Message from the Editor: Thanks for all your input, it’s
always great to have feedback. The writer of the Best Letter
of the Issue will receive a Sunbeam MCC Machine Badge.
This extremely attractive badge is made from enamel and
brass in the traditional manner, with an integral bracket to
fit any machine. Get writing and it could be you next issue.
If you’re not lucky enough to pen that winning letter then
they are available to purchase from Rob Smith, our Regalia
Officer - see inside front cover for contact details.
Dear Julie,

FA McNab and Trump

As a follow-on from John Hodson’s very
interesting article on Frank McNab and his
Trump machines in issue 885 I thought your
readers may be interested in the signed
photo I have of him, dated September 1937,
when he was president of the APMC. The
following comes from page 3 of the third
issue of the VMCC Bulletin of July 1946:
“F. A. McNab, Lt Commander, RN (Retd.)
Vice President VMCC, member of APMC,
like Burney started motorcycling on a
borrowed Werner in 1902. Owned 1¼
Clement Ormonde in 1903, followed by
such weird devices as a 2¾ Lloyd Antelope
and Kelecom engined Ormondes. Started
building the almost legendary TRUMP JAP
in 1908, and broke the One Hours World
Record in 1909. At the end of Brooklands
career in 1924 (This is where Hall came
in, JJ Hall then president VMCC) had held
at various times every record from one
hour to twelve. Won the only Bike V Plane
race against M. Blondeau flying a Farman
biplane. With partner Colonel, now General,
RH Stewart, built a special Trump machine
to the order of the present King on which the
first Royal win was gained at Brooklands.
Since 1903 has never been without a
machine. Now owns a 1914 Rudge and a
1922 ABC in daily use.”
Does anyone know when he passed away? Perhaps there’s an obituary somewhere.
Regards, Eddie Keightley
Sunbeam Club News | Issue 886
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Beaten to the Punch

Dear Julie,
In response to the interesting article on variable
pulleys in issue 884, here’s a Triumph from this
year’s Pioneer Run with the ‘over-and-under’ variable
pulley gear, that just might be a Parkinson.
Number 255 is stated to be a 1911 3.5 hp
Triumph, ridden by Brian Saunders of Towcester.
Yours, Nick Smith

Burmeister and Wain Two-Stroke Double Acting Engine

Hello Julie,
The article on ‘The Werry’ motorcycle is of interest if only to show how to make a simple two-stroke
complicated. Coincidentally I have just found that an old acquaintance rebuilt the damaged machine,
probably just before it was as shown in the April – May Club News photo.
‘The Werry’ reminds me of the two-stroke double-acting marine engines built by the company I
served my five-year apprenticeship with. The engines were built under licence from the Danish
engineers Burmeister and Wain.
These engines had three pistons in each cylinder as shown in the drawing and were slow running,
at approximately 120 rpm.
The upper end of the connecting rod from a crank on the crankshaft is connected to a crosshead
bearing which converts the motion to a vertical action. The upper piston rod has the main piston at
the top and the rod passes through the lower exhaust piston.
The upper and lower exhaust pistons are connected by four vertical rods and the two exhaust pistons
are connected to the main crankshaft via two eccentrics, one each side of the crank. The crank moves
the main (centre) piston up and down and the eccentrics and rods drive the upper and lower exhaust
pistons.
As the main piston moves up the top exhaust piston moves down, forming a combustion space while
the lower exhaust piston moves down and exposes the exhaust ports in the cylinder.
6
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Burmeister and Wain Two-Stroke Double Acting Engine - continued

The action is difficult to explain, and I hope my description is clear. There is a video of this type of
engine operating on You-Tube; go to Burmeister and Wain Marine engines and choose B&W doubleacting engine.
Yours, Peter Maddox
Many thanks for the letter and picture Peter, it’s won you a Sunbeam MCC machine badge.
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Obituary
Mike Chenery February 1938 – March 2017

Jane Anderson

Mike was born near Petersfield in West Sussex and lived in the area all his life. His father rode
motorcycles, but during Mike’s early childhood, served away in the Armed Forces and was rarely at
home. Mike befriended a neighbour who was largely reclusive, but who was an exceptional engineer,
and taught Mike a great many engineering skills.
As a young teenager, Mike purchased his first motorcycle for 2/6d, collected the bits in a wheelbarrow
on a Saturday morning and took them off to the shed at the bottom of the garden. His father, who had
previously forbidden him to have a motorcycle of any sort, announced with great certainty that it would
never go together. Three weeks later, Mike was riding it, a 1927 250cc New Imperial. By the age of 17
Mike had owned 19 motorcycles and associated with many local motorcycling friends.
As part of National Service, at 18 he was sent to Libya and Suez to ride BSA M20s and TRWs as a
motorcycle despatch rider. His skills earned him a position in the Royal Signals Display Team, and he
was entered in the motorcycle championships in Malta in 1957 and the Mud Hill timed trials. After
the introduction of rationing, he returned to the UK, and, following his passion for engineering and all
things mechanical, he became a motor engineer.
In 1961 he married Hazel, and they had four children; Paul, Stephen, Elizabeth and Clare. He was
a devoted family man, and having bought a trials bike, he encouraged his two sons to ride. Stephen,
on completing an Enduro trial, proudly announced that he had not fallen off. His father replied that he
could not have been going fast enough.
Mike himself rode in clubmans races at Brands Hatch and Thruxton, and regularly rode scrambles
and grass track events. He competed in go-karts and raced his own Mini and Golf.
Mike managed a motorcycle shop in Haslemere and Midhurst in West Sussex, and imported the
first Suzukis when the British market was diminishing. After that he ran a garage in Pease Pottage
and then had his own business in Billingshurst restoring classic cars. His engineering skills were well
known, and he was asked to tune car engines for overseas rallies.
In 1992, rheumatoid arthritis forced early retirement, but he still was able to undertake the building
of working model traction engines. A serious back injury resulting from a workshop accident further
impeded his mobility and indeed threatened his ability to walk. After a spinal operation, Mike
continued to ride and work on his own motorcycles, his great passion in life, and he restored and rode
his beloved 1914 Wolf in many motorcycle club events. It remains in the family.
Never a man to be idle, he latterly rebuilt cork clutches as a business.
On a personal level, we were lucky to have known this man as a friend and as someone who was
so entirely generous with his huge knowledge and experience. With any problem on our motorcycles
his answer was always ‘it’s not a problem’; and it never was, he always solved it, quietly and patiently,
and with humour.
At Mike’s funeral, the Reverend Derek Welsman, himself a biker, posed the idea that a biker, upon
entering Heaven, had at their disposal any motorcycle for their personal use whenever desired.
This notion, coupled with the idea that Mike, and his friend Dave Bignold, who died in 2015, could
ride together on whatever they wished, whenever they wished, is a happy one, don’t you think?
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Mike Chenery Pictured on the Pioneer Run

Jane Anderson

Club Meets
Club Meetings at The Vine, Essex			

Rob Woodford

Club Meetings at London Colney, Herts		

Richard Tann

The Essex meet takes place at noon on the first Saturday of the month at ‘The Vine’, Vine St, Great
Bardfield, Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR, ’phone: 01371 811822, www.vine-greatbardfield.co.uk - all
welcome.

In conjunction with the Scott Club, The Sunbeam Club meets at The Broadlakes Social Club, Shenley
Lane, London Colney, Herts AL2 1DG. The meetings take place at 8:00pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. For more details contact richard.tann@btinternet.com 02089 535732 All welcome.
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Club Meets
Club Nights at Six Bells, Chiddingly, East Sussex

Paul Rees

These are held at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, telephone 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142. Food is available from 6pm.

February

John Grew gave us a fascinating talk with absolutely stunning photographs of his Himalayan
adventure. This trip was taken on Indian Enfields and organised by a couple specialising in such trips
for groups of experienced riders. The message came across loud and clear that such trips are not for
the faint hearted and some off-road experience is more than useful, if not essential. John gave us a
very entertaining evening and a fitting end to our winter season talks. He asked me to thank those
attending for their generosity when the hat was passed round at the end of the evening and to let you
know that your monies would be donated to his chosen charity.

May Club Night

This was a ride out from the Six Bells, finishing at the Barley Mow Selmeston, where it was planned
that riders and non-riders should meet up. Tim Eade kindly organised the road run, but apart from
those faithful club stalwarts, John and Graham Buckingham and with apologies received from Baz
and Jenny, who were away at the time, that was the sum total of non-riders. With less than half a
dozen actual riders attending it hardly seems fair to expect someone to work out and recce. a route for
such a paltry turn out. I suggest that if anybody fancies a ride out on a club night during the summer
months, we meet up at the Bells and take a trip out on an informal basis, as it seems clear that the
bulk of the membership have no interest in joining us.

Future Club Nights

In view of the above statement I will not be organising any events until the indoor evenings start again
in October. There is still the fish and chip run to come, but this is an event which does not come within
my remit and the details of which will, presumably, appear in the magazine in due course.

Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent

Rob Smith

These are held on the third Monday of the month from 8pm to 10:30pm at West Kingsdown Village
Hall, London Road, West Kingsdown, Kent TN15 6BZ. (Behind The Gamecock Pub) OS grid reference
O/S 188 574 629. Tea or coffee and biscuits provided, for more details contact George Smith on
01474 852960 or t110george47@gmail.com

April

Chris Booth, the Morgan expert who is well known to many for his excellent restorations of early
Morgans and his long-established Morgan museum at Rolvenden, gave a talk with photos on the
history of Morgan from the beginning to the early post World War Two years, mostly on the Malvern
firm’s three-wheeled vehicles. He also brought along his reconstruction of Henry Frederick Stanley
Morgan’s prototype cyclecar. Harry Morgan had shown an interest in mechanical things from a young
age and a talent for inventiveness which later led to this first Morgan built in collaboration with W.
Stephenson-Peach. This machine was constructed in the simplest and lightest way, midway in concept
between a motorcycle and the cars of the time. The simplicity of this first prototype ensured it was very
light and the performance was remarkable. It featured tiller steering and was powered by a Peugeot
V-Twin motorcycle engine – the same type that had taken Rem Fowler’s Norton to that first TT win.
Probably the most well-known of Chris’s 20 plus collection of Morgans is his 1914 example in which
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Club Meets
Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent Continued		

Rob Smith

he has taken part in 45 Pioneer Runs ® and counting following restoration in 1972. Chris also showed
photos of the other models he owns and has restored and several other preserved Morgans, some
well known and others not and brought the story up to date with the latest cars and tricycles which are
still built by hand in Malvern to this day. The prototype was brought into the Hall foyer for all to admire .
Our thanks to Chris and Marion for the talk and bringing the prototype plus adverts and information
boards on Morgan. Apologies to everyone that the Hall PA system didn’t work as well as it could have.
Visit this unique motoring collection, specialising in Morgan Three-Wheel Cars, C.M. Booth Collection,
Falstaff Antiques, 63 High Street, Rolvenden, Kent, TN17 4LP. Open Monday to Saturday, for details
see www.morganmuseum.org.uk 01580 241234

May Club Night

Club Member Richard Mummery made a welcome return to give a talk on two more machines from his
collection, the ex-Tom Arter 250cc and 500cc AJS machines that Tom, his younger brother Don and a
few other riders raced in grasstrack and some road races between 1936 – 56. Tom is probably best
known to us for tuning racing machines and sponsorship of riders with the Arter Matchless G50. In
particular his partnership with Peter Williams’ development and riding skills kept the G50 competitive
for several years against the Italian and Japanese multi-cylinder machines.
Tom was born in 1912 and along with his three brothers joined his father’s firm at a young age. Their
primary business was agricultural machinery, with motorcycles sold as a sideline. After starting with
Sunbeam, A.J.S. machines were sold; Tom always preferred A.J.S. and remained faithful to the marque
right up to when the A.M.C. empire ceased. Tom raced himself during the 1930’s but he decided not
to race again after his younger brother Don was killed at a grasstrack meeting at Eastry, Kent in 1939.
The 500cc machine was built in 1936 from a OHC AJS and was raced by Tom before World War Two
and mostly by Albert Rogers post-war. It was updated post-war with Teledraulic forks and a McCandless
swinging arm frame conversion. The 250cc machine was built from a 1937 AJS 22T Sports and was
ridden mostly by Don Arter pre-war. In 1947 our Vice President Murray Walker won a grasstrack race
at Brands Hatch with it. It too was updated with the Teledraulic/McCandless fork conversions.
Richard first met Tom when he was young through encountering him when they were both out
catching rabbits! He got to know him better later in life which led to Richard being offered the chance
to purchase what motorcycle parts were left at Arter Brothers’ premises after Tom Arter had passed
away in 2000. Richard discovered some of the items were only fit for scrap, but among them were a
few little gems to be found that kept him going at autojumbles for some time and the 250cc machine
dismantled in large pieces. Richard has restored it back to its 1948 condition and it is now road legal.
The 500 was mostly still complete and in one piece, Richard was eventually offered the opportunity
to restore it back to life by Tom’s son. The Arter family still own this machine - Richard is the current
custodian and he has made a superb job of restoring both of them.
Richard fired up the 250 for us and we had a go at bump-starting the 500 but it was reluctant to fire
up. (See picture on page 32.) Our thanks to Richard for another excellent talk.

Forthcoming Dates at West Kingsdown:

19th June: David Baldock to give a talk on his 1897 Leon Bollee.
17th July: VMCC Zenith Marque Specialist Tony Donnithorne to give a talk on Zeniths.
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Out and About
Oxon/Bucks Run Report 					

Nick Jeffery

Sunday 9 April saw 18 machines assembled for the Third Oxon/Bucks Run, again efficiently organised
by local members Andy and Bev Middleton. It was the first time out for me on the British Motorcycle
Charitable Trust’s 1928 overhead cam Humber since major work and I persuaded non-member
Frank Chapman to enter his much-travelled similar bike too. Two ohc Humbers in the same event is
a rare sight indeed! Starting from the Chinnor and Princes Risborough Railway site at Chinnor with a
steam-train backdrop and refreshments on-site, the route meandered through idyllic rolling Chilterns
countryside with little in the way of traffic. Only brief rides of the bike before had begun to prepare me
for the joys of the sliding-gear gearbox (why did manufacturers persist with these when good old dog
engagement was obviously the way to go?) and the starting technique still needs working on. However,
the route was traversed with only minor interventions being necessary (gearchange rod adjustment
and a plug change after over-oiling following slow-running).
Kop Hill was ascended in fine style and the route then headed towards Hughenden and Disraeli
Country before it looped back with a quick spurt along the A40 by the Hellfire Caves at West Wycombe
to blow the cobwebs out. Then along to Christmas Common and the wonderful panoramic view coming
off the Chilterns to a most hospitable lunch stop at “England’s Rose” at Postcombe. Back then to
Chinnor and 50-odd miles covered in beautiful weather.
Frank Chapman’s bike got the ‘Most Admired Machine’ award and the opportunity was taken to do
a formal presentation to last year’s winner, David Richmond on a Douglas, who this year was riding a
250 Panther. Many thanks to Andy and Bev again for their hard work and great route – and providing
both a route card and arrow-marking key points to assist navigation. See you next year – it’s a lovely
event and deserves better support.
•David Richmond receiving last year’s ‘Most
Admired Machine’ from Andy Middleton for his
Douglas.

12

Sunbeam Club News | June - July 2017

Oxon/Bucks Run Report Ctd.						 Nick Jeffery

•Frank Chapman receiving this year’s ‘Most Admired
Machine’ from Andy Middleton with his 350 ohc Humber
and the BMCT bike behind

Monty’s Tips and Wrinkles					

Monty

I have a flat tank BSA which has been seeping petrol (again) so off it came and the Petseal dealer
tells me the product had improved, so if I send him a sample of the previous hardened sealer, it will
be tested and I will be sent a solvent to clean the old stuff out to be followed with a coat of Petseal.
It didn’t work, a waste of time and money.
So in desperation I emptied the tank in situ and applied a generous dolop of genuine Araldite
smeared under the effected leak. A day later and I refilled with petrol. Weeks later and it is still leak
free and because it is under the tank it is out of sight. I get another season of riding before having
another go at the internals, or it may be not needed at all!!
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A Very Happy Birthday! 				

Richard Woodcock

Tickle the carburettor, flick up the isolator switch, pull up the decompressor, and heave forward. I’m
running alongside the magnificent Dreadnought down the Tattenham Road, Epsom, preparing for the
ride of a life time in the 2017 Pioneer Run! Drop the decompressor, whilst hopping onto the left-hand
foot board, scooter style and ………… Nothing!
Glancing to the right handlebar control I notice that the air lever is slightly open! A quick flick of the
thumb to close it and the mighty beast fires up, propelling me perilously close to the approaching left
hand turn at the bottom of the slope. Fortunately, the coast is clear as the single-speed Dreadnought
has no clutch and the only way to decelerate is to stall the engine with the decompressor and/or apply
the rather pathetic belt rim rear brake shoe! The Marshal waves me through and we’re off.
I have long coveted a ride on The Dreadnought – usually the reserve of the VMCC President, and
having won ‘The Ray Newton Best Vee Twin’ trophy on my 1913 Rex in last year’s event, the great
moment had arrived, just one day after my 60th Birthday. I had finally come of age?
It had taken some delicate negotiations with the VMCC management to convince them of my
worthiness of this great honour, supported by past President Tim Penn. I had collected the bike from
Ian Botham at Allen House a month previously and my first task had been to tie up with previous
Dreadnought Pioneer Run riders Harry Wiles and Mike Wills for a precautionary lesson. We checked
the bike over, tightening the rear wheel and replacing the well-worn John Bull belt joining clip with a
pattern part. The Dreadnought starts very easily, once understood, and is actually very easy to ride.
Rather more challenging to stop, particularly if in a hurry. A cool head is helpful!
During this year’s Pioneer Run, the weather was kind – cloudy, mild, but rather breezy. The first
challenge was Reigate descent – a long, steepish run into the built up area. I adopted the sound
advice of my good friend and mentor Dave Pittuck: “Start at the top at the speed that you wish to
arrive at the bottom”. This equated to fairly slowly, the trick being to ensure that the momentum of
quite a powerful bike didn’t run away with me. Other riders on far more puny mounts flew past me at
break neck speeds – more nerve than I had, better brakes? Or had they perhaps not anticipated the
hazard at all!
Safely down the hill I started to enjoy the well marked route and the marvelous scenery with The
Dreadnought purring along at some 30mph. All I had to remember was to apply a plunger full of
oil to the total loss oiling system every five miles. My mind turned to all those famous ‘Pioneers’
who had experienced The Dreadnought before me – The Creator ‘Oily Karslake’, George Brough on
the first ever Pioneer Run and Titch Allen with all his wisdom and vision. Everything went well until
Handcross, where just passing Verralls of all places, the engine revs rose as the drive belt suddenly
parted company. Pulling over, it transpired that the belt link had pulled through. My perception was
that the belt had been running a tad loose anyway so it was with no great trepidation or drama that I
shortened it by 1/2”, using the padsaw provided in the tool kit, bored a new hole with the bradawl and
refitted the clip. In ten minutes, I was back on the road approaching the coffee stop and approximately
half way to Brighton.
Alas if only so simple – after only a relatively short distance the belt parted company again, however
this time the pattern clip had fractured and failed. Subsequent repairs put paid to a second pattern
clip and eventually with some trepidation I was forced to re-fit the original John Bull clip. Confidence
was dented, however this lasted me all the way to Brighton town centre, and it was not until just 100
yards from the sea front that the belt parted company one more time. On this occasion, the pin had
dropped out and to the amusement of the many onlookers I resorted to searching the carriageway in
between the traffic light changes on my hands and knees to retrieve the components – the link having
miraculously landed on the foot board! Another ten minutes reassembling the unit and I was turning
into Madera Drive to cross the finish line.
Harry Wiles later remarked that I looked “Terrified, like a rabbit in the headlights!”. Guess what? I
was, for the only way to keep the worn bet clip in place, was to keep the throttle wide open and the
14

Sunbeam Club News | June - July 2017

A Very Happy Birthday! Ctd.					
Richard Woodcock
belt in tension, but still leave room to pull up to a standstill to be interviewed on the Tannoy by John
Waghorn.
Riding The Dreadnought was a huge honour and a fabulous, if nerve wracking, experience. Many
thanks to the VMCC management for loaning the bike and to Ian McGill and his Sunbeam Motorcycle
Club team for their flawless organization. A great way for me to mark a seismic birthday.
NB If anyone has any images of me riding The Dreadnought in this year’s Pioneer Run it would be
much appreciated if they could they forward to me at rich.woodcock@gmail.com

Richard and The Dreadnought at Epsom Downs.
Inset: Impromptu stop in Brighton. Photos Matt Fox
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Becoming Detached.. 						 Peter Spiers

It was my intention to ride my newly restored 1912 BSA in this year`s Pioneer run. However registration
with the DVLA became protracted, and not wishing to miss the fun, my 1913 Wall Auto Wheel was
dragged out and prepared.
I initially sensed some degree of directional instability leaving Tattenham Corner, but ascribed this
to my lack of use and the far from perfect road surface, or was it more serious?
The early inclines were made with LPA (Light Pedal Assistance), as referred to in the contemporary
sales literature, and the descent of Reigate Hill was achieved with relief.
All seemed set for an early arrival as we approached Handcross School when suddenly the engine
beat ceased, replaced by the sound of scraping metal and much instability, as the Auto Wheel unit
‘departed’ from the bicycle and so the only connection to the Auto Wheel was now the control cables
as it bounced astern dragging my mount to an ungainly halt.
Pushing cycle and carrying the Auto Wheel to the side of the road, it became apparent that the main
mounting shaft had snapped, doubtless due to one too many potholes.
Suddenly a Khaki Wehrmacht ‘ re-enactment’ sidecar outfit appeared and I wondered if it was all just
a nightmare or concussion?
However I was informed by the ‘Commandant’ that they had been following and narrowly missed the
errant Auto Wheel following its detachment, for which I apologised.
In response to the offer of assistance, clutching the auto wheel frame and broken shaft astride the
BMW, we set off to Handcross, and to my joy found Ian Hatton in attendance at Verralls. After some
understandable amusement, Ian set about re-welding the shaft to the frame, refusing any payment.
Holding the frame in the air like ‘Excalibur’ I was transported at speed back to the scene of the
detachment once more astride the BMW. My attempt at dismounting again ended in a heap to the
disbelief of my Samaritan, when I could not touch the ground from the saddle.
Rapid reassembly followed, and despite several broken spokes and a buckled rear wheel the road to
Brighton was again followed. Madeira drive finally being reached minus eight rear wheel spokes, and
with the rear wheel rubbing the frame ( Heavy Pedal Assistance this time!).
I would again like to express my thanks to Ian Hatton for his sporting assistance.
Peter Speirs at the finish with
errant AutoWheel modelling this
year’s jaunty look crash helmet.
Photo (and caption): Geoff Morris
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Show Round Up						

John Buckingham

I would like to say thank to everybody who brought a bike along and for making the Stafford Classic
Bike show a success. Thank you to Richard Duffin for organising the club stand with Mortons, thank
you to Brian Empsall who was kept busy selling badges and signing up new members. Congratulations
to Steve Marks for getting third place with his inline four Henderson. The pictures show club members
taking part in the parade at Stafford. We also took the Club stand to The South of England Show at
Ardingly, and had a small stand at Amberley Chalkpits Classic Bike show to promote the club.
I look forward in seeing everybody around the shows during the summer.

Club magazine Editor and Ardingly organiser Julie
Diplock aboard her 1939 Velocette MK II KSS

Club Membership Secretary Brian Empsall’s
Triumph outfit and Steve Marks’ prize-wining
Henderson Inline Four.
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The Ixion Cavalcade			

			John Joseph
After a delay on Pevensey levels reorganising a spark on my 1914 Wall for its rider, new member
Simon Leveaux, we set off again only to literally grind to a halt. My 1913 Wall shredded its little tyre
about 10 miles out from the start. Must have been all that searing power from 112ccs!
Simon, on a bike he’d only ever ridden up my drive the day before and now on his first club run,
had insufficient confidence to continue on his own. Our trailer man David Manser was called out, we
phoned in our ‘DNF’ (Did Not Finish), loaded up and went home.
Before that we had thoroughly enjoyed the aerobatics of a peewit, the sight of swans sitting on the
Levels for a grassy picnic beyond the reeds and the scents of mayflower and lilac en route.
I recommend this gentle run to anyone with something suitable of smaller capacity that will give you
time to enjoy the scenery as you futter along.
Simon was not put off and is very keen to try again soon. Hope we’ll see everyone at the finish next
year. 			
Montage of photos by John Joseph / Julie Diplock

Chris Tullet aboard his 1939 600cc Panther

John Hodson’s tidy 1937 250cc Coventry Eagle
18
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Features and Articles
Obscure Makes : Roulette				

John Hodson

Around 1889 Frederick Kerby started The Roulette Cycle
Company with Henry Hewitt. The company was financed by
Kerby, Hewitt and others. Frederick Kerby was the son of a
watch maker, his father being in a sufficiently strong financial
position to take early retirement. Frederick also worked as a
watch maker and had experience in the bicycle trade before
starting up his own company. Henry Hewitt was a publican with
an interest in bicycles and their manufacture. The Roulette
Company was based at 84 Gosport Street, Coventry.
In 1911 the company produced a prototype motor cycle based
on a novel frame and powered by a 2.5hp JAP engine with single
speed direct belt drive. The frame was invented by Frederick
Robb, a foreman in the cycle trade, it consisted of a number
of tubes bolted together to produce a light and rigid frame. In
1913 a motor cycle with a 4.25hp engine was introduced into
their range. The bike with the larger engine was not continued
into 1914 but the machine with the 2.5hp JAP engine was still
available.
A lightweight motor cycle using a Villiers 269cc two-stroke engine was also offered in 1914. This
bike had a frame made of tubes braised rather than bolted together and was equipped with an Amac
or Senspray carburetter, UH magneto with tank control lever, direct belt drive, Lycett saddle, oil mixed
with petrol lubrication, Moseley 26 X 2 inch tyres, heel operated rear brake acting on the belt rim,
Bowden front brake, footrests and Druid forks. The basic model cost £26-5s-0d, a Modele de Luxe
version was also available, and this cost £27-10s. The de luxe bike had aluminium footboards, Lycett
or XL pan seat saddle, 26 X 2 inch Dunlop studded tyres, a Best and Lloyd oil pump with drip feed to
the inlet port and a tank with separate oil and petrol com-partments. Both bikes could be had with an
Albion two-speed gearbox costing an extra £6 or £7-10s with clutch.
Roulette claimed “A Child can Start and Ride it” and “Very Silent Running”. Unfortunately, the picture
of the Roulette Villiers two-stroke in the Ayers Collection has a note describing “Trade Terms for Motor
Cycles” stuck over it, thus making it unsuitable for publication. I suspect that this is the only surviving
picture of a Roulette bike. The Roulette two-stroke motor cycle is very similar in appearance to the
many bikes of the time powered by Villiers 269cc engines.
Roulette cycle and motor cycle production ceased during the First World War.
Sources of Information
Census Returns 1891 to1911. Roulette advertising material. Various Internet Sources.
I am grateful to John Waghorn for access to the Ayers Collection of Literature.
Editor’s Note: please contact John Waghorn if you would like to access the Ayers Collection. John
can provide a catalogue and photocopies to Club members, his contact details are on the inside front
cover.
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Built to an Ideal not to a Price - Resurrected From Siberia.
Part Two. Note: this article was written in 2008 			

Juris Ramba

An advert in the VMCC Smalls changed my life!
Question: What do you do when you have a veteran motorcycle frame and a proper engine, but no
engine plates?
Answer: You run an SOS advert in the VMCC Smalls! This advert literally changed my life for the next
two consecutive years. How come? Well, I got an e-mail reply from a gentleman by the name of Dave
Pittuck in West Sussex, who had the same problem, a 1913 Rex/JAP rolling chassis and a JAP engine,
but no engine plates. Dave suggested that he could visit someone, a gentleman by the name of Wally
Lambert who had a complete Rex/JAP of 1913 in a dismantled state. Dave could measure up and make
models in wood and then cast them in bronze in the UK. Why bronze? We had to have them in steel!
Steel is still cast in Riga so the models were posted to Latvia and I handed them over to a foundry in
Riga. From then on, we exchanged
letters and emails and parcels
Re-cast Engine plates
shifting samples and ready made
await finishing.
parts and in the course of two
years over 600 letters on different
subjects Rex/JAP were exchanged
between us, although we had not
even met before. The outcome of
this international camaraderie is
a shared knowledge, experience
and ultimately two or even
more properly finished Rex/JAP
machines that their owners will
be proud of.
Thus, both machines got new
sets of engine plates (very
complex), pedals and levers. The
next weeks and months were
spent grinding, drilling, milling, welding, polishing, plating, etc. until the parts were finished and fitted
snugly. A pair of magneto timing chain cases were cast in aluminium in a similar fashion, using an
original cover to copy and a good drawing with measurements. The original Enfield timing cover was
cast iron and it was the wrong type with front magneto position.
The correct veteran timing chest cover in aluminium for the JAP engine was obtained through my
North London friend Pat Gill, better known as Matchlesspat, from South Africa of all places! Pat and
myself are joining forces to rebuild our Matchless Silver Hawks, but that is yet another story.
One serious obstacle.
Converting an Enfield/JAP for use in a Rex/JAP machine could now begin, but there was one serious
obstacle, namely the rear cylinder in a Rex/JAP has a 90 degree exhaust port to clear the rearmounted magneto, instead of the usual more common 45 degree port. As I asked around I was told
that such rear cylinder was as rare as hen’s teeth, so I quit looking for it, yet not wanting to give up,
my mind turned to the fabricating direction. I had been brought up on a diet of scarcity of tools and
materials behind the Iron Curtain and this had tempered my determination and affected my thinking
into a different dimension. Thus when the dreaded curtain fell I literally exploded into acquiring tooling
for my workshop, complementing the ones I had already made up myself. Among other worthwhile
tools, I had acquired a British-made MAC flame spraying oxy-acetylene torch with a special container
for nickel based powder which can be sprayed hot on metal surfaces. The snag is to get the powder
20
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on the surface of the workpiece before blueing,
JAP rear cylinder
thus there is no oxidation and then the powder
can be applied and melted into the repair in a
thick layer. No pre-heating is necessary, the part
is heated up in the spraying process to 1150 C
and the powder melts and penetrates into the
workpiece. The resulting repair has no pores or
cracks, thanks to the high quality of the powder
which is unfortunately quite expensive and
some of it is always wasted by overspray. For
slow cooling I use Vermiculate powder, burying
the cylinder into this powder for 10 hours. The
original threaded exhaust stub is sawn off and
reused after the missing metal is built up. A
stainless steel sleeve is put over the stub to
mask the thread against filling it with powder.
The sleeve is later ground off to uncover a sound
thread. A hard job, requiring skill, concentration
and energy, but really worth it. I used a similar,
but harder powder on the rear hub brake drum which was quite worn and I have also converted two
more JAP rear cylinders, you can guess who for.
Colphos 90 phosphor bronze – your ticket to Brighton.
How many times have we suffered from the choice of the wrong materials, especially bronzes and the
silly habit of making parts with too tight a fit? I still remember the horrible bird song coming from the
crankcase of my 1903 Russia/Fafnir 1.5 HP De Luxe at the 2003 Pioneer Run when the phosphor
bronze bush in the main bearing seized up and I had only done a third of the distance! It was due to
two circumstances: choice of the wrong material and too close a tolerance. I had obtained the engine
in a repaired state and had taken things for granted; No trust – no Bust!
The solution is to use special easily machinable phosphor bronze Colphos 90, which has small
particles of lead dispersed in the metal – they help to somehow lubricate the bush when the supply
of oil dwindles. Also, the clearance of the main shafts in the bushes must be maintained in the region
of at least 0.1 mm. So, every bush in my 1913 JAP engine gas been made in that bronze. For finishing
all the bushes I have used Aluminium Oxide Flex-Hone instruments that remove the high peaks left
by the reamer and introduce crosshatch marks on the surfaces for oil retention. These instruments
greatly reduce the wear in time of components and they are a real godsend to old engines. They are
so simple to use, with an ordinary hand drill and a watch.
The valve seats in my JAP cylinders were deeply pocketed, the valves sat 6 mm deep, so I counterbored the recesses and shrunk in seats made of modern chromium valve seat steel. To improve
the heat transfer from the seats to the cylinders a special American hi-tech polymer material was
used when shrinking in the seats. For the valves I used NOS exhaust Silchrome valves from a HarleyDavidson WLA 42. These were the only readily available type that also had the right dimensions. The
retainer holes were made by spark erosion to save the time and nerves from drilling and filing. As the
original cast iron pistons were worn out and had cracks in the skirts it was decided to go for a set of
drop forged aluminium pistons that I could obtain from Moscow of all places! Modern VW piston rings
could now be used. Yet, with a greatly reduced piston weight the next problem showed through and the
crankshaft had to be re-balanced. Dave showed me the way by supplying the correct balance factor
(55%) and the list of correct procedures. I removed about 200 grams of cast iron by drilling the original
crank webs to keep vibration at bay. The engine now runs as smoothly as a Rolls-Royce.
To Be Continued.
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Pioneer Dating Meeting: 25 More Additions to the Register!
									Geoff Morris

Normally I am able to write a bit of a screed on each bike that comes up for scrutiny, but it’s going to
be a bit skimped this time, as we had so many to ‘process’ on 21st April 2017. Almost the full Dating
Committee met at my place in Wallington, Surrey to look at this record number of applications (for
one meeting). The registrar John Waghorn staggered in almost weighed down with the thick files of
paperwork! I’ll tabulate the machines in order of examination which all met with approval for a Pioneer
Certificate by the assembled company.
1) 1908 Moto Reve, 275cc small V-twin. Pictured below, this machine comes from The Wirral.
Registration number BF 8163.

2) 1914 New Comet with two-stroke engine of 269cc. Reg no BF 7044. This came from Colchester.
3) 1911 BSA, 500cc. Hailing from Holland. Very early, frame number 151 with engine number 217.
4) 1914 BSA, chain-cum-belt transmission, 500cc, Frame no 8231.engine no 6830/14. BF 7880.
5) 1912 BSA 500cc with unique colonial-type tank (extra capacity and possibly locally made). Imported
from South Africa. Frame no 8231, engine no 1579/12. Registration number to be advised after
the necessary deliberations with DVLA. This one comes from ‘Pooh Bear Country’ or in other words
Hartfield, East Sussex. I’ve seen it and it’s coming along nicely.
6) 1910 Douglas 340cc. A Northumberland bike but ex-Eric Langton for provenance. Reg no BF 7768.
Frame no 970 engine no 1128.
7) 1911 Douglas 350cc. Frame no M 501 (not too sure about the ‘M’ prefix but spec. was O.K. for
1911). Engine no 1766. A Surrey machine.
8) 1914 Douglas, 350cc. Engine no 12672. Reg no CR 5548. This one emanates from Ealing.
9) 1914 Douglas (another), Reg no BF 7720. Frame no 18347, engine no 18745. This was from a
Horley applicant.
10) 1908 Triumph, Frame no 127284, engine no 2301. An early 476cc direct drive Triumph, fresh out
of this expert restorer’s workshop in Littlehampton. I’ve seen it and it’s a cracker. Once the applicant
gets an age appropriate number for it from the DVLA it’ll be on the road.
11) 1910 Triumph 500cc. This has a rare ‘Grado’ Gear fitted with ‘free’ clutch and resides in
Bedfordshire.
22
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12) 1914 Ariel 670cc V-twin. A luxury bike with kickstart and three-speed gear. Reg no AT 3112, frame
no.5515. Very desirable! From Holland.
13) An 1898 MMC Tricycle, direct drive, 239cc Engine no 75. Comes from a well-known collection
(open to visitors at certain times I believe) in Essex. As seen on TV’s ‘Flog it’ not too long ago. This is
a lovely and rare machine.
14) 1909 Alcyon, 250cc, direct drive and domiciled in Sussex. Engine no 4254.
15) 1907 Sarolea
V-twin, 500cc. A
beautiful
Belgium
based bike with all
original finish. Not to
be ‘restored’ I trust.
Pictured right.
16) 1914 Wanderer,
504cc V-twin. Good
looking bike from
Belgium.
17) 1904 Humber,
2¾
hp
owned
by a Brooklands
Museum volunteer
and
painstakingly
r e s t o r e d
Longuemare
carburetter, frame
no 14492, engine
no B719. The owner
is also an expert
on Abingdon King
Dick (marketed also
as Kerry Abingdon)
motorcycles
with
years of research
undertaken.
18) 1914 Wall Auto-Wheel, 118cc. The first of a trio of these popular ‘entry level’ veterans. This was
an ex-Mike Sherwin machine and the applicant is from Shropshire.
19) 1914 Wall Auto Wheel from Holland. 118cc engine.
20) 1914 Wall Auto Wheel 118cc, again from Holland but attached to a rather rare Sparkbrook bicycle.
21) 1910 Harley Davidson, model 6A, 494cc single. A rarity with engine no 6136. Direct belt drive.
Schebler carb, Bosch Mag. Reg no BF 7659. A really good restoration and Lincoln based.
22) 1914 James 600cc ex-Bert Greeves collection and bought recently at an auction of super
machines. This is a model 6 with kickstart and countershaft gear. Reg no AA 4692.
23) 1912 New Hudson, 500cc single. Armstrong three-speed rear hub. Frame no 1533, engine no
896 a. Comes from Cheshire.
24) 1911 Magnet Debon, 340cc single. A lovely looking bike from Germany. Direct drive.
25) 1904 Rex 372cc. A real gem of a bike and great restoration work. Reg no AO 202, frame no 1479,
engine no 1479. From Preston in Lancs.
So, a hefty session for the Dating Committee and much work for Registrar John Waghorn but a really
good mix of machines.
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Bill Mildenhall						

John Mildenhall

While sorting out some family archives I came across photos of my father, Bill Mildenhall, who was a
member of the club in the early 1950s. He had numerous bikes, and a couple of sports cars. I have
a cupboard full of prizes he won on his D1 Bantam and some route cards. Does anyone recognise
anyone in the prize-giving photo? Contact the Editor with any information.

Competing in The Sunbeam 200
run down to Porlock. Dad used
to take a big back sprocket and
a bit of extra chain on the run
which were swapped for the hill
climb.
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Behind The Scenes In The Vintage Years Torrens (Arthur Bourne)
Richard Bailey

I picked up this memoir from the table not expecting to finish it!
How wrong could I have been, a truly fascinating insight into this,
probably the most exciting period of motorcycling history told by a
man right at the heart of it. His time at the ACU describes a lot of
fun in the early days of racing and the extraordinary lengths gone to
by those consumed by the need to race. His recollection of George
Dance demonstrating how to make his sprint Sunbeam sound like
a two-stroke made me smile!
There are several mentions of our club and the part it played in
the motorcycling world during this period. Typical is this mention,
where The Motor Cycle was produced during difficult wartime
conditions as it was seen as valuable in keeping morale going ‘…
meetings which I laid on in the big committee room at the RAC on
Sunday afternoons in collaboration with the Sunbeam Club...’
Torrens’ time as editor of The Motor Cycle gives an excellent
picture of the time when the written word was the most powerful
media and the results of a magazine road test could make or break
a machine’s future.
Come the long nights I will read it again. Possibly a bit pricy at £24.99 but a nicely put-together book
or you could order it from your library. Published by Matador (Troubador), ISBN 978-1-78589-852-5

Humber Aero Engine 					

Dave Masters

I took this photo at Coventry Air Museum recently. Believed 1910, does anyone know if this is the
same company that made Humber motorcycles?
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Trials
GingerBeards and Greybeards Trials : New Dates 				Neil Sinclair

Our next trials events take place on the weekend of the 26th and 27th August in Horsmonden just a
short distance from Tunbridge Wells. On Saturday 26th the Gingerbeards Trial takes place followed on
Sunday 27th by the Greybeards Trial which has a long Sunbeam tradition. Camping is available at the
venue. We will require volunteer observers from the club, if you haven’t observed before we will twin
you up with an experienced observer to show you the ropes. If you’d like to find out more please either
email or call me – contact details can be found inside the front cover of the magazine.

Andrew Leslie at The Taverners Trial 			

Photos : Marysia Alexander
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CLASSIC + MODERN BIKE
CLASSIC + MODERN CAR
MULTI VEHICLE
COLLECTORS
KIT CAR
CLASSIC MOTOR TRADE
COMPETITION CAR
MOTORSPORT SUPPORT VEHICLE

At FJ we cover classic motorcycles from 10 years old and
understand that every classic vehicle owner is diﬀerent.
With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.
Club members are entitled to specialist rates.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6064
or visit:

footmanjames.co.uk
PROUD PARTNERS OF:

*All cover is subject to insurer’s terms and conditions, which are available upon request.
Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded. Sign up to our newsletter at footmanjames.
co.uk to receive updates on all the latest news, events, oﬀers and competitions. FP ADGE691.9.16
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Members Advertisements
Wanted
Front hub for a 1926 Levis 248cc two-stroke.
Joe Rush (Berks) 01491 680712 (06/17)
Oil Cups. Does anyone know where can I get oil
cups of the type used on old bicycles or Druid
forks? Dave Masters (East Sussex) 01424
211873 (06/17)
Wanted for 1930 Norton Model 18. 22 tooth
2nd gear pinion, or cluster, box. WHY? I can
email pictures. Tom Snow 01323 840404 or
tomwithruth@btinternet.com (East Sussex) (06/17)
J.A.P. engine wanted 250cc OHV 1930’s. Please
call Graham Gasson on 01737 824256 daytime
Graham.Gasson@campdenbri.co.uk
Gatwick
area. (06/17)
Wanted: Sidecar suitable for a 1920’s machine.
Contact Barry Care 01604 646818 or email
barrycare024@btinternet.com (Northants) (06/17)
Found: a pair of prescription sunglasses by
Home Sight at the Ashford Classic Motorcycle
Show on Easter Monday. Contact Richard
Mummery by email sheila.mummery@sky.com or
01227 751751 (Kent) (06/17)
Wanted: Wall Autowheel parts, including;
carburettor, petrol tank, frame, stand and
exhaust valve, any condition. Keith, 07834117415 keith@tuktuk.fsnet.co.uk (Surrey) (04/17)
Wanted: Veteran in good original condition
with clutch. If anyone has an exceptional
machine that they are thinking off selling, i
would appreciate a call. Please telephone Mike
028 9266539 or 07855 070880 (04/17)
1929 Matchless: front wheel (19”, 8” brake)
primary chaincase outer, gear-change gate
and linkage, also other bits & pieces. Also
triple-stay CS1 Norton frame. Julie Diplock
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk 01797 344277
(Kent) (04/17)
Wanted: two HT pick-ups for Thomson-Bennett
180° magneto. Veteran Douglas is off the road
without these. Thank-you for having a look in
30

your boxes! Dave Richmond 0208 561 0804
(MIDDX) (02/17)
Francis-Barnett 1930 Model 9 or Lapwing
spares wanted. 19” wheels wanted but 18”
also considered, wheel spindles, girder spring,
headlight, mudguards, seat, seat springs, hand
gear-change, petrol cap, fuel tap, foot pegs
and brake lever. Similar parts considered from
other models. Can anyone lend parts so I can
replicate for other club members? Any help much
appreciated. David Brown davidbrown5@sky.com
(Berkshire) 07956 922039 (02/17)
AJS 350cc SB6 1931. Any engine parts, parts
lists, engine exploded views. If you have anything
you think may be of help to me please call
Shaun 01603 812598 stplane@fsmail.net, or
07742 160494 (Norfolk) (02/17)
Wanted: Mid-twenties flat tanker, 500cc OHV
or 600cc S/V in original, oily-rag condition,
something ‘rorty’ – AJS, Norton, Sunbeam etc.
Do not mind a ‘special’ but it must be vintage.
Cash waiting for the right machine. Please phone
Steve Whymark 01435 813569 or 07785
900244 (East Sussex) (02/17)
Wanted: Sparkbrook two-speed gearbox with
clutch, also Large Saddle for V-twin Veteran. Also
Information, period photos, any help on 8HP
Sparkbrook V-Twin bikes 1912 to 1918. Email
Raymondleohudson@hotmail.co.uk or phone
01934 844546 (Somerset) (02/17)
Sunbeam Wanted: 1930 model 9 preferred with
original registration number. Please phone Derek
Bushnell 01308 423601 or 07778 654574
(Dorset) (12/16)
For a 1939 Matchless G3: 8” headlamp shell
rusty or dented; 6v dynamo pref working; 80mph
chronometric speedo without trip (will swop for
120 mph item with trip); front exhaust pipe (the
less chrome the better) Barry Rapley 01634
716319 or mob: 07759309057 barryrapley@
sky.com (Kent) (12/16)
)
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Members Advertisements
For Sale
1915 Indian “Little” V-twin. 42ci (680cc)
Hedstrom engine no 51Gxxx, sprung forks, rigid
rear end. Dismantled restoration project, very
good frame, also includes a second engine with
the same type & year code 51Gxxx. CWxxxx
registration with V5C. Detailed photographs
can be emailed on request. £22,000.
David Woodward 07917 796986 or email
david.woodward@varty.plus.com (06/17)
1914 2¾HP Douglas. Pioneer certificate,
owned and ridden extensively over the last 25
years both in the UK and in Europe. Rebuilt in
2000 and in excellent condition. Reputed to
be a genuine WWI Despatch Rider’s machine.
Regret that illness now dictates sale. £12,950
with a large amount of spares. Ian Young 01453
810929 (Glos) See photo page 9 (04/17)
BSA side valve single port sloper engine,
number XX1246 £850.00 Rudge Python four
valve twin-port engine, number 3957 £1,500.00
Both engines are complete and in a clean
presentable condition and turn over freely.
Richard Mummery 01227 751751 or email
sheila.mummery@sky.com (Kent) (04/17)
Free to collector: large mechanical hacksaw,
needs motor. Rick Parkington 01892 542802
(Kent) rick@rickparkington.co.uk (04/17)
1914 DOUGLAS Model V. Pioneer no.1412.
£12,000. Can email photos. Ray Hudson email:
raymondleohudson@Hotmail.co.uk ; Tel 01934
844546 (Somerset) (04/17)
1904 Quadrant. 2¼ hp automatic inlet valve,
single-speed belt-drive, surface carburettor and
correct sprung front forks for this year. Very
original machine, family owned for 40 years.
North Yorks AJ registration, buff log book to
1950s, also V5C. Older restoration. £15,000.

David Woodward Cumbria 07917 796986
david.woodward@varty.plus.com (02/17)
Well-built trailer for up to three solos, dedicated
channel for use with a sidecar outfit. Fitted
with bogey wheel, Flexitor suspension and Mini
wheels (and spare). Folding aluminium ramp,
trailer board and lockable tow hitch with padlock.
Tows well, up to 100 MPH. Tow-away for £100.
Ray Blackwell 01737 242690 (Surrey) (02/17)
Two Joseph Lucas 319 Motor Acetyphote
lamps. One original nickel plating in great
condition £180. One lacquer over brass in good
condition £160. Manufactured between 1904
and 1909. Price includes UK Special Delivery.
Photos available. Nick Paine gnbpaine@hotmail.
com 01727 837577 (Herts). (02/17)

WANTED
Unfinished projects and rare
motorcycles for our Museum.
As you may know auction houses will
charge you up to 25% of the value of
your motorcycle and it could end up going
to live in Russia, Dubai or even Japan!
Also affordable, rideable, show winning
restorations: Estimates Given.

Sammy Miller Motorcycle
Museum Trust

01425 616644
New Milton, Hampshire BH25 5SZ
E: museum@sammymiller.co.uk

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members.
Please include your membership number with your advertisement and
note that free advertising does not included business advertising.
Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
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Motorcycle Books & Manuals: Bought, Sold & Exchanged
Just Some of Our Reprint
Titles in Stock:
Motor Bicycle Building 1906 by Paul Hasluck
Ransome's Motorcycling 1908
The Motorcyclist's Handbook 1911 by Phoenix
Motorcycles, Sidecars & Cyclecars 1915 by Victor Page
Motorcycles in a Nutshell 1923 by Capt S Bramley Moore
BSA Parts Book 1924
Motorcycling for Women 1928 Nancy & Betty Debenham
Motorcycle Repair and Upkeep 1930 Volumes 1, 2, 3
BSA Parts Book 1931
The Book of the BSA 1929 by Waysider
The Book of the BSA 1937 by F J Camm
The JAP Story 1895-1951
Ariel Arrow Workshop Manual

Contact: Steve Brown
steve@bsamanuals.com
0191 435 4122 text 07908 616 818
5 Quarry Lane South Shields NE34 7NJ

www.classicmotorcyclemanuals.com
www.bsamanuals.com
Richard Mummery at West Kingsdown Club Night With His Arter AJS

Photo: Rob Smith

32

Sunbeam Club News | June - July 2017

Romney Marsh Classic Show & Bikejumble

10amHamstreet,
SundNraAshford,
y 25Kent J
une
TN26 2JD
tthh

Huge Marquee – all-motorcycle autojumble – Free BikeMart
Classic Bike Show with Free Entry for pre-Booked Bikes
Live Music – Local Real Ale – Cheap garage-clearout stalls

South of England
Summer Classic Sth
ow
h
10am Sunday 16 July
Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL
Romney Marsh Classic Bikejumble

© ELK Promotions 2017

10am Sunday 17th September

With Ride-In Show Hamstreet, Nr Ashford Kent TN26 2JD

South of England Classic Show & ‘Jumble : Sunday 29th October
ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE

01797 344277
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CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR
Date

Event Venue

Contact

7:30pm
1st June

Club Night Six Bells, Chiddingly Paul Rees
East Sussex BN8 6HE
01323-844766
paulrees49@yahoo.co.uk

All welcome

Noon 3rd June Club Meet
The Vine, Great Bardfield,
Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR

Rob Woodford
07847-098597
robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk

All welcome

11th June

Rose of the Shires Run
Stoke Bruerne, Northants

Andrew Leslie
07599-291787
ajdleslie@gmail.com

Pre-1940

8:00pm
13th June

Club Night Broadlakes Social Richard Tann
Club, Shenley Lane, London 0208-953-5732
Colney, Herts AL2 1DG
richard.tann@btinternet.com

17th June 24th June

34th Welsh Week
Llanbister, Powys

John Appleton
01296-623048

Closed to Club
Pre-1940

8:00pm
19th June

Club Night
West Kingsdown Village Hall
Kent TN15 6BZ

George Smith
01474-852960
t110george47@gmail.com

All welcome

Noon 1st July

Club Meet
The Vine, Great Bardfield,
Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR

Rob Woodford
07847-098597
robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk

All welcome

7:30pm
6th July

Club Night Six Bells, Chiddingly Paul Rees
East Sussex BN8 6HE
01323-844766
paulrees49@yahoo.co.uk

9th July

Garden of England Run
Headcorn, Kent

8:00pm
11th July

Club Night Broadlakes Social Richard Tann
Club, Shenley Lane, London 0208-953-5732
Colney, Herts AL2 1DG
richard.tann@btinternet.com

8:00pm
17th July

Club Night
West Kingsdown Village Hall
Kent TN15 6BZ

George Smith
01474-852960
t110george47@gmail.com

All welcome

13th August

55th Graham Walker Run
Beaulieu, Hampshire

Ian McGill
01293-771446
acsociable1@sky.com

Pre-1940
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Jo and Julian Swift
01233-756346
julian@julianswift.com

All welcome

All welcome

Pre-1940

All welcome
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2017
Date

Event Venue

Contact

20th August

1st Summer Pioneer Run ®
Handcross, West Sussex

Rob Pond
Pre-1915
01306-628297 / 07907-649751
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

26th August
27th August
Note: New
Dates

Gingerbeards Trial
Greybeards Trial
Jackson Woods, Horsmonden
Kent

Neil Sinclair
07885-660939
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

Any Bike/
British Bike
Riders over
40 years old

10th
September

Constable Run
Monks Eleigh, Suffolk

Marian Johnson
01206-827867
marj_35@btinternet.com

Pre-1940

16th
September

9th Sunbeam Sept Challenge Alec Thompson
pre-1931
01751-431478
North Yorkshire
alec.thompson@mypostoffice.co.uk

24th
September

Romney Marsh Run
St. Mary in the Marsh, Kent

Julie Diplock
01797-344277
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk

Pre-1931
Flat-tank
only

18th March
2018

79th Pioneer Run ®
Epsom to Brighton

To be announced.

Pre-1915

55th Graham Walker Memorial Run

Sunday 13th August 2017

at The National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire.

By kind permission of Lord Montagu.

Assemble from 9.45am. Road Safety Run starts at 1.15pm.

Entry form will be posted or supplied by email.

Super day out for Riders and the family
Ian McGill phone 01293-771446
email: acsociable1@sky.com
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2017 Pioneer Run® at Epsom		

Photos: John Mijatovic
Sunbeam Club member
Aled Wyn Rees aboard a
500cc 1912 Triumph.

Chris Cook Jnr on a 1913 1000cc Excelsior
and Stuart Towner with passenger aboard his
1913 499cc Rudge Combination.
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