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Chris Mann (1911 Rudge) and
Daughter Rebecca Mann at
The Romney Marsh Run.
Photo : John Joseph

The Sunbeam MCC welcomes all makes of machine from these Eras:
Veteran (pre-1915), Vintage (1915-1930), Post-Vintage (1931-1939)
and Sporting Trials (pre-1965 and modern bikes)
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Editorial and News
© The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club and Authors reserve copyright for all matters published in the Sunbeam
Club News. The SMCC is not responsible for the views contained in the Club News and views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editor or the club. All information is provided in good faith. Inclusion in the Club News is
not a recommendation by the SMCC, or the Editor, of any goods or services.

Hello Everyone,
Enclosed with this issue of your Club News is a Car Window Sticker, designed by Club Member Jon
Dudley. Please consider displaying it in your vehicle to promote your Club. The sticker may need to
be dampened (like a tax disc holder) before applying, and make sure it’s stuck outside the arc of
your windscreen wiper(s) to ensure you are legal.
The full 2016/7 Calendar Calendar is published, with two new events: The Rose of Torridge at
Bradworthy in Devon organised by Paul Dyson and The Summer Pioneer Run® at Handcross, West
Sussex organised by Rob Pond. Meanhile, Andrew Leslie has taken on the Rose of the Shires Run
at Stoke Bruerne in Northants. Make sure you show them all your support!
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, Julie

President’s Christmas Message				

Ian McGill

As a Club we have had an excellent year of events and the weather has been good to us, with many
miles ridden on our machines. Thanks must go to all the event organisers for all their hard work
behind the scenes, not forgetting the partners who ably assist.
Congratulations and thanks must also go to our hardworking Chairman Baz Staple, who together with
wife Jenny attend many shows and events during the year and have done a great deal to increase the
number of members to what is now well over 600.
May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Good New Year, safe and enjoyable riding.

Notice of the Annual General Meeting: NEW VENUE
Saturday 11th March, 2017					

Arnold Marshall

The Annual General Meeting of the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd., will be held on Saturday 11th
March, 2017 at The Llama Park, Wych Cross, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JN. The Meeting will
commence at 2.00pm sharp. The Llama Park is situated on the A22 south of East Grinstead, approx.
midway between Wych Cross and the village of Nutley. Food is available. (Tel: 01825 712040)
Any member may propose a resolution for consideration at the AGM, but any proposal must be in
writing, duly signed by the proposer and seconder and sent to the Hon. Secretary a minimum of 30
days before the AGM. Proposers and Seconders are required for all existing names that wish to stand,
plus nominations for any of these posts. The nominated person will need to submit, in writing, their
willingness to stand. Proposers of any persons for office or resolution will need to attend the AGM
otherwise their proposal will lapse.
All the above to the Hon. Secretary, in writing, by the 22nd January, 2017 please. Twenty-one days
before the AGM, all members will receive a formal notice of the meeting, the agenda and a financial
statement.

Deadline for February / March Issue: 16th January 2017
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Happy Birthday Murray 					
On 10th October 2016 Graeme Murray Walker
OBE reached the fantastic age of 93 years; at
the 2016 AGM Murray very kindly agreed to be
one of the Club Vice Presidents.
As a club we would like to congratulate and
thank him for his nearly 55 years of support for
the Club and in particular the Graham Walker
Memorial Run. You could probably count on
one hand the number of GW events that for one
reason or another Murray was unable to attend.
In the early days, he would always escort
his Mother and assist her in presenting the
awards. When Mrs Walker passed away Murray
continued to arrive on event day at Beaulieu,
sharp at 3.40pm, having his usual chat with the
riders before and after the presentation.
Thank Murray you do a wonderful job, and
we missed you in 2016 due to you being a little
under the weather.
I trust you had an enjoyable Birthday and look
forward to many more.

Ian McGill

Murray Walker pictured with Chris Green at last
year’s Graham Walker Run.

Marjorie Ayers							

Baz Staple

New Organiser for the Pioneer Run®			

Ian McGill

Pioneer Run® 2017 : Helpers Wanted at Brighton

Richard Bailey

We thought that members might like to know the current situation with Marjorie Ayers. As many will
know, after she damaged her neck in a fall at home and ended up in hospital for some weeks, it was
deemed better that she subsequently relocated to a residential home.
Marjorie is now in her 92nd year and it is regrettable to say using her own words she is ‘practically
blind.’ In consequence life’s options to read, watch television etc. are very limited, although she does
welcome visitors who can enliven and broaden her horizons.
So to those who know her, could I suggest you could contact the home and arrange a visit and chat,
the contact details are - Wilhelmina House, 21 Park Hill Rise, Croydon CRO 5JF 0208 7600933

For the past fourteen years I have been the organiser of the Club’s premier event, and now think it is
about time to pass the baton to a younger person, in view of this 2017 will be my last Pioneer Run®.
Please be advised that I do not intend to carry on after March 2017 other than in an advisory role.
Any person (s) that consider that they could take on this event should please make contact with the
Club Secretary Arnold Marshall, secretary@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Are you able to spare a few hours on Sunday 19th March next year, to help with our flagship event,
The Pioneer Run?
We need marshalls at Madeira Drive, Brighton to assist with the finish. It’s a great day out and you
get a free lunch.
Contact me, Rick Bailey on rjbailey43@hotmail.com or 01797 344277

From the Membership Secretary			

Brian Empsall

Please give the following new members to the Club a warm welcome:
Jonathan Anstiss

Hampshire

Dave Piggott

Kent

Kate Baldock

Kent

Patricia Piggott

Kent

Martin Brown

Surrey

Chris J Roberts

Anglesey

Mike Chapman

Derbyshire

Clare Sermon

Kent

Charles Coupe

Lancashire

Malcolm Sapsed

Surrey

Barry Dorling

Essex

Anthony Simmons

West Sussex

John Elliott

Essex

John Turner

Hants

Colin Gunn

Kent

Dick Weeks

Kent

John M Houlihan

West Sussex

Glenn Williams

Hampshire

Brian Kingsley

Surrey

Leon Wise

West Sussex

Lynda Lancaster

Lancashire

Terry Wilson

Worcestershire

John Wooler

West Sussex

John James Larkham Sussex

Thank you for the steady response to the advance notice of subscriptions for 2017, due by 31st
December, enclosed with the last Club News. Members whose subscriptions arrived with me by 20th
November should find their membership card with this magazine. Everybody else who pays by the end
of the year will receive their cards with the February Club News. Please note that the membership
cards now give a code which will allow you access to a future members’ only area of the web-site.
Subscriptions can now be paid by internet banking. Details are included with subscription notifications
on the reverse of the address label. Also payment by Pay Pal will shortly be available through the Club
web-site. If you pay using either of these ways please e-mail to me any corrections and additions to the
details shown on your subscription notification.
Finally, if all subscriptions could be paid by the end of the year it would be a great delight, as it would
save the Club money and yours truly work sending out reminders. Have a Happy Christmas.

2017 Ixion Cavalcade					

Ian Cockshull

Scott and Sunbeam Club Christmas Party

Richard Tann

The 7th Ixion Cavalcade will take place next year on Sunday 30th April to coincide with the longer
weekend over the early May bank holiday. We look forward to receiving entries from both established
and new riders of pre-1940 machines. The course will remain suitable for our older and lower powered
machines, it starts and finishes in Bexhill-on-Sea and mainly takes place over the Pevensey Levels
and local sheep grazed marshland.
Previous entrants will receive an entry form by email or post, alternatively contact Ian Cockshull by
email to ixion@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk or download an entry form from the SMCC website calendar.

May we advise members the December meeting will be at London Colney on Tuesday 20th December
at 8pm, when we share a Christmas buffet with the VMCC East Herts Section. This is a change from
our regular Club night. All welcome, please bring your wife/husband or boyfriend/girlfriend, but not
both. There is a small charge of £2 a head, contributing to the buffet, see page 12 for venue details.
We wish all members a happy Christmas, and the best of health for the New Year.
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Chairman’s Lunch Saturday 7th January 2017 		

Ian D McGill

The Chairman’s Lunch will once again be held at The Shipley Bridge (Chef and Brewer), Antlands Lane,
Burstow, Surrey. RH6 9TE from 12.30pm
Buy your lunch from the well-stocked menu and pay at the bar. A separate area will be reserved for
us, which the staff will direct you to.
From the north on A23, take left fork on to B2036 Balcombe Road at the Waitrose Garage roundabout,
continue for approximately two miles (under the motorway flyover to the next roundabout) turn left into
Antlands Lane, continue just over the motorway and turn left into Antlands Lane East, pub is on the
right.
If on the M23, leave at Junction 10, take A264 to East Grinstead, at next roundabout KEEP left at
all times through Copthorne Village and you will arrive at the junction opposite the Shipley Bridge, turn
left and immediately right.
The Chairman and members of the committee look forward to meeting all members at this annual
social event.

From Your Committee 		

			

Arnold Marshall

Resume of Matters Discussed at the October Committee Meeting

Greybeards and Gingerbeards Trials. Good news, as Margaret Donaldson has agreed to look after
these Trials again in 2017 together with Neil Sinclair and Rob Fleet.
AGM. Due to planned alterations at Peacock Lodge, the upcoming AGM will be held at the new venue
of The Llama Centre, located approximately 6 miles South of the Peacock Lodge on the A22, postcode
RH18 5JN. Food is available.
We have received one seconded proposal (Tim Penn) for the position of Chairman. No other proposals
for the Chairman or any other positions on the Committee have been received to date, the closing date
for nominations is 22nd January 2017.
Membership. A total of 50 new members have joined this year and our membership currently stands
at 623. Membership payments can now be made electronically either via PayPal on our website or
direct to our bank account. Contact the Membership Secretary or Treasurer for further details.
Footman James Insurance. To make FJ more aware of our activities and the advantages of advertising
with us all Club members insuring with FJ are asked to clearly state the Club’s full title when arranging
cover to avoid them confusing us with other Sunbeam Clubs.
Membership Questionnaire, published in the June/July issue. We have received only one response
to date.
Pioneer Register. The Pioneer Dating Committee has added 14 Veterans to the Register.
A suitable firm for the production of bronze plaques is urgently required. Please forward any suggestions
to the Pioneer Registrar.
Social Runs. In future, our Social Runs for example Summer Evening and Mid week ride outs are to be
informal. They will have no route card, no charges and no signing on. This obviates the need for ACU
permits and Clerks of the Course etc for these events.
Club Web Site www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk. At last, the new website is up and running. It has a closed
section available only to Club Members. Access is via a code which will be sent out with next year’s
Membership Cards.
All items for inclusion on the website should be forwarded to our new Webmaster, Richard Rosenthal,
who will be looking after the website with the help of his daughter, Mrs Lucy Driver
Think North. The Committee is keen to attract more members countrywide, especially in the North.
Members are asked to come forward with suggestions for events and or social meets possibly in
conjunction with other clubs which would attract more members from outside the South East.
See inside the front cover for all contact details.
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Christmas Regalia Sale

Rob Smith

Selected items of Sunbeam MCC regalia are now on sale, with a 20-25% discount. Sale clothing is
in black with the old, pre-banner design SMCC logo embroidered in yellow. Limited numbers of some
sizes available, please order early to avoid disappointment.
Please contact me via my details inside the front cover.

Sale Items - Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Regalia List - December 2016 Order Form
Quantity
Ordered

Sale Price

UK P&P

Black & Gold Embroidered Cloth Badge
WAS £4.00

£3.00

£1.00

Enamel Triangular Badge for Vehicle WAS £7.50

£5.50

£2.00

Lapel Badge WAS £2.50

£2.00

£1.00

Club Tie in Navy with Logo/Badge in Gold
WAS £6.50

£5.00

£2.00

Hi-Viz Jerkin, Zip Fronted in Yellow with Badge
and Logo (L-3XL) WAS £9.00

£7.00

£3.00

Fleece Jacket Black with Embroidered Badge
(M-2XL) WAS £18.00

£14.00

£6.00

Sweatshirt Black with Embroidered Badge (M-L,
2XL, XL sold out) WAS £16.00

£12.00

£3.00

Long Sleeve Rugby Shirt Black with Embroidered
Badge (M, XL-2XL, L sold out) WAS £18.00

£14.00

£3.00

Short Sleeve Polo Shirt Black with Embroidered
Badge (L-2XL, M sold out) WAS £12.50

£9.50

£3.00

Long Sleeve Trials T-Shirt Black with Embroidered
Badge (M-2XL) WAS £8.50

£6.00

£3.00

Short Sleeve Trials T-Shirt YELLOW with
Embroidered Badge - One only (XL) WAS £7.00

£5.00

£3.00

Total to Pay
NAME:						TELEPHONE:
EMAIL:

			

SMCC MEMBERSHIP NO:

ADDRESS:
POSTCODE:
Please make cheques payable to Sunbeam MCC Ltd
Photos of all Regalia Items are on our Club Website www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
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New Club Website 						

Baz Staple

Unsung Heroes and Heroines 				

Baz Staple

In the Club News August/September it was stated that the old website contained numerous
inaccuracies. I would like to make it clear that whilst this statement is true these problems were not of
Ian Cockshull’s making, as his webmaster work has always been beyond reproach, as stated on page
four of the April News.
These now discovered problems are because the general club information had not been monitored
and updated on a regular basis and had consequently become inaccurate over a number of years. I
accept this is a problem that must be resolved in future and that all details and event information in
particular will need to be regularly checked. The fault lies with the committee and I must personally
take the blame as chairman that no one has been nominated to regularly review the site and ask the
webmaster to alter.
Ian Cockshull has previously advised he could not undertake the required remodelling of the website
so this task has been handed over to professional web designer Adrian Cole and thereafter Richard
Rosenthal will be the new webmaster.

There are numerous folk who faithfully assist in running and helping at our events and shows, etc.
and those on the committee are named in the Club News. However, a member who is not named and
has no official title comes along to every committee meeting with her bunch of sharpened pencils and
takes down every word in shorthand, she is Jacqui Harris.
Our meetings are five a year plus the AGM on Saturdays, and Jacqui submits the finished minutes on
the following day or Monday morning latest. I would like to acknowledge and thank Jacqui on behalf
of the club for her rapid and efficient service which is so very helpful.

Letters

Your letters and comments are always
welcomed. Send them to The Editor,
contact details inside front cover.

Message from the Editor: Thanks for all your
input, it’s always great to have feedback. Starting
with this issue, the writer of the Best Letter of
the Issue will receive a Sunbeam MCC Machine
Badge. This extremely attractive badge is made
from enamel and brass in the traditional manner,
with an integral bracket to fit any machine. Our
first prize-winner is Phil Harris.
Get writing and it could be you next issue!

Sunbeam Club News 882 - The Weigh In

Good Evening Editrix,
I feel I must point out... That weighbridge TT photo on page 12 in the October edition is Wal Handley’s
Rex Acme pictured at, I think, the 1924 Ultra Lightweight race.
No Blackburne engines inthe 1914 TT you know!
Toodle-pip
Rick Parkington

Letters

Your letters and comments are always
welcomed. Send them to The Editor,
contact details inside front cover.

Sunbeam Club News 882 - F.C. Millar’s 1926 Zenith
Hi Julie,
Graham Gassons ‘Brief History’ on Freddie
Millars 1920’s racing history was of interest.
F. C. (Freddie Millar) was a regular entrant in
the 1950’s and 1960’s Pioneer Runs riding his
1913 P&M 484 cc sidecar outfit. He regularly
formed a P&M team with A.F. Catchpole, 1912
P&M sidecar outfit, and A.T. Clark , 1910 P&M
sidecar outfit.
In the 1961 event Freddie was accompanied
by a Miss J.A. Millar, 1914 Douglas, maybe his
daughter? As can be seen in photograph she is
riding with ‘L’ plates.
Roy Plummer
Editor’s Note: Very interesting, does anyone
have any knowledge of Miss Millar?

Mission Illogical ! (Well, Running Old Bikes Really Isn’t the Sanest Thing to Do)

I was reading through the Pioneer results and got to wondering how people became veteran motorcycle
riders. I knew how my wife and I started out but that route would be much more difficult for younger
riders, as most veteran machines are now so expensive... and scarce.
Sue and I had never really come across any veteran bikes except when we watched the Pioneer. Then
one year we looked at each other and started talking about how we might be able to join in what was
obviously a lot of fun for those we saw riding past.
We spent some time discussing the limitations and differences to the bikes we were familiar with, but
we only really knew one person who definitely rode a veteran bike, and that was shared with his family
and only ridden at the Pioneer. Some advice was definitely needed, so as we live in West Sussex, we
went to see Ian Hatton at Verralls, Handcross. That proved to be a very enlightening visit! We already
rode rigid Velocettes, so were familiar with all the differences that veteran bikes had, but knowing the
differences on paper, and sitting on the saddle looking at them in front of you, are two very different
things. What we decided was that we should buy one and see how we went, but that it should be a bike
that would be as helpful to us in our learning process as possible. This was a big decision, because
what that actually meant was gears and a kickstart, and those two features appeared to ensure that
a bike possessing both of them also commanded a high price. Well, our timing was fortunate (except
for our bank balance), as Ian had one which fitted the bill, and we had both sat on it, so we asked him
to give it a shakedown so I could test ride it. Now that is a day I shall not forget for a long time, as Ian
made it look really easy, so I was able to make a fool of myself several times in Quick’s Yard by stalling
it, but that actually gave me a bit more confidence, as they are so light that you can get away with …
Sunbeam Club News | Issue 883
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Mission Illogical ! (Well, Running Old Bikes Really Isn’t the Sanest Thing to Do)

Ctd… more than with a 350-400lb ‘modern’ classic. So, I managed to get everything together enough
to go out on the road, turning left to go through the village and down to the roundabout... which was
a most fearful experience because that was the first time that the ‘tiller’ effect was really shown (I
am over 6ft with long legs) so had to take some very quick avoiding action with my knees to make it
around the roundabout!!! Once I was tootling back again I realised that I had a very big grin, and knew
we would have to stump up the money and take the plunge. Luckily Sue had been watching closely,
so could see that managing it all was really just a question of ‘DONT PANIC!’ so we decided that we
were going to go for it. What we decided to do after that was to enter our first Sunbeam Club Run - the
Garden of England - with Sue riding her ‘36 Velocette MAC, and the rest is history, as we now do about
5 runs every year with both of us riding Veteran bikes.
So, the mission, Sophie Pettit, Edward Crossman, Daniel Anstiss, Kate Baldock, Sam Bewley, Marie
Edmond, Nicola Clarke, should you choose to accept it, is to tell your story please.
What was YOUR first time like?
Phil Harris
West Sussex
Editor’s Note: Thanks for the letter Phil, I hope it’s enough to get a few more people to share their
experiences, and it’s also won you Best Letter of The Issue prize - a Sunbeam MCC Machine Badge
is on its way to you and Sue.

Club News

The club magazine seems to improve each issue, contributions are less parochial and subjects more
diverse. I like the use of older items from previous editions “Mortonification”? It works well, the
selection replacing some of the old ‘more of, more of’ ride out reports which are fine but some of us
need technical items even if they are repeats, not all of us have been members since Moses joined.
Bill Pile’s memoirs are good, reading the latest one it mentions a lock-up in Dulwich, having worked
and grown up in the Brixton, Dulwich, Herne Hill area most of my life I must ask him where this lock up
was. As a school boy I found a disused garage at Dawsons Heights, Forest Hill, now built on but then
was an open space and a few allotments. In the derelict garage was a crappy old motor bike, some
parts and some literature. I borrowed four mica insulated spark plugs (which I still have) and some
factory books on something called an FN, yes it was a four! I passed the literature to a guy called Chris
Lorentzen in West Norwood some fifteen years later, he had a load of interesting machinery passing
through his hands. I remember especially a ride in a three wheel Seal, a weird machine for four people
which looked like a motor cycle combination but all sat in the sidecar, including the driver. He also had
a very early Maserati and upon lifting the bonnet one didn’t see a mass of technical wizardry but what
looked like a massive lorry engine, it was big, all grunt from a large number of cubic centimetres, no
DOHC or super carburation, just a BIG in-line four engine, (or was it six)?
‘Mantissa’ I haven’t worked this one out yet but a name which hasn’t turned up much. I like these
contributions – someone with a large archive of knowledge? Then there is John Mijatovic and his
widely travelled camera – all good stuff.
Do I see an increase in items for sale as opposed to wanted? All good stuff, and for those of us
who enjoy riding post vintage machinery, there was Alex Taylor’s ‘Fanny B’. This group of motor cycles
are still practical for everyday use and some of us like to ride every day. Electric lights, easy starting,
clutch, modern tyre sizes with adequate drum brakes all go to make useable commuter transport, and
prices are still largely affordable, especially the two-strokes. Maggi’s GPO Bantam has 12v lighting
and electronic ignition, so what, it gets ridden and the modifications are practical and not invasive.
Is the membership widening too? Half the new members mentioned in issue 882 were from beyond
South East England. Keep up the good work Julie.
Dave Masters
10
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Obituaries
Thelma Jones							
Those who enter the Garden of
England run, or know Tony Lloyd
will be sad to learn that Tony’s
partner Thelma died rather
suddenly in September and we
offer our sympathies to Tony for
his great loss.
Thelma’s passing is also
a loss to the club, both as a
member and a consistent, able
and cheerful worker at the
Garden of England Run, not to
mention them both standing as
trials observers over the years
at many trials, such as at the
Southern Experts, Greybeards
and Gingerbeards trials.
The funeral has already taken
place where some hundred or so
of friends and family attended.

Baz Staple

Thelma Jones and Tony Lloyd at last year’s Southern Experts.

James (Jim) Norman 1928 – 2016				

Dave Pittuck

Jim’s love of motorbikes, cars and older aeroplanes was apparent from an early age. His punishment
at school for some misdeed or other was to walk around the sports field several times. Further
punishment followed when he was caught happily riding his old motorcycle instead - surely better than
walking.
By 1952, Jim had qualified as a Silversmith. He produced some wonderful works of art and drawings,
some of which are in the safe keeping of his family. His copperplate writing style would have been the
envy of monks and scribes of bygone years, even his shopping lists were beautifully presented.
Following time spent in the army, Jim’s future turned towards working in the long-established family
company of Master Builders. In time, he branched out on his own and remained a builder until his
retirement.
Over the years he owned a Zenith Gradua, with sidecar; a Renault AX and an AC Sociable amongst
other machines. In the1980s he purchased a JAP powered Morgan Super Sports in which he enjoyed
several trips to France. He was always exchanging ideas with other enthusiasts and sharing his
mechanical knowledge where appropriate, most often with his favourite pipe to hand. He was an
ardent supporter of the Pioneer Run in earlier times, driving his AC Sociable.
Following an accident in France, caused by a drunken local, in which the front of the Super Sports
was badly damaged he parted with this Morgan and replaced it with a 1919/21 De-Luxe model which
he drove to local events. Unfortunately, glaucoma ended Jim’s freedom of the road, but he remained
a proud Morgan owner to the end.
Sadly, Jim died in August, leaving those who had known him with fond memories of a true Gentleman.
Our thoughts are with his family: Belinda, Lou and Ed.
Sunbeam Club News | Issue 883
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Club Meets
Club Nights at Six Bells, Chiddingly, East Sussex

Paul Rees

These are held at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of each month at the Six Bells public house, Chiddingly,
Sussex, BN8 6HE, telephone 01825 872227, OS grid ref. TQ 543142. Food is available from 6pm.

December

One not to be missed. Ian Thompson, who gave the much acclaimed talk on the Bletchley Park
Codebreakers, has agreed to make the journey once again to The Six Bells to give an illustrated talk
on the German ‘U Boats’ of WW2. If you missed his last talk be sure to come along this time, as Ian is
an accomplished speaker with a very wide and well researched knowledge of his subjects. The talk will
start sharp on 8.00p.m., as Ian has a long journey home at the end of the evening.

January

The traditional “Noggin and Natter.” There will be more talks in the New Year, but suggestions for
subjects and possible speakers would be most welcome.

Club Meetings at The Vine, Essex			

Rob Woodford

Club Meetings at London Colney, Herts		

Richard Tann

The Essex meet takes place at noon on the first Saturday of the month at ‘The Vine’, Vine St, Great
Bardfield, Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR, ’phone: 01371 811822, www.vine-greatbardfield.co.uk - all
welcome. Note there is no January meeting.
In conjunction with the Scott Club, The Sunbeam Club meets at The Broadlakes Social Club, Shenley
Lane, London Colney, Herts AL2 1DG. The meetings usually take place at 8:00pm on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month but please note the December meeting is on Tuesday 20th December, see page 5.
For more details contact richard.tann@btinternet.com 02089 535732 All welcome.

Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent

Rob Smith

These are held on the third Monday of the month from 8pm to 10:30pm at West Kingsdown Village
Hall, London Road, West Kingsdown, Kent TN15 6BZ. (Behind The Gamecock Pub) OS grid reference
O/S 188 574 629. Tea or coffee and biscuits provided, for more details contact George Smith on
01474 852960 or t110george47@gmail.com

September

Richard Clarkson, the Secretary and a Trustee of the Vulcan Restoration Trust gave an excellent talk
with photos on the Avro Vulcan, its genesis and 25 years of service in the RAF. This included its role in
the 1982 Falklands War plus the history of the trust’s Vulcan B2 XL426 which is preserved in groundrunning / taxiing condition at Southend Airport, Essex. XL426 was the 44th of 88 Vulcan B2 bombers
built for the RAF as an aircraft equipped to carry the ‘Blue Steel’ nuclear missile. She entered service
at the height of the Cold War in September 1962 initially with No. 83 Squadron. A year later she was
flown from Goose Bay, Canada to R.A.F. Scampton in 4 hours, 5 minutes - an unofficial record, preConcorde, for a crossing of the North Atlantic at that time.
XL426 was based at Scampton for much of her service career and was an aircraft of No. 617
Squadron ‘The Dambusters’ for almost 10 years. She was not one of the Vulcans used during the
Falklands War but as the last of the fleet to undergo a major service as the Vulcan was in the process
of being retired from front-line operations she was chosen to be the display aircraft when the Vulcan
Display Flight (VDF) was formed in 1984. Following two years of intensive display flying XL426 was due
12
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Continued: Club Nights at West Kingsdown Village Hall, Kent		
September

Rob Smith

for another major service so the decision was taken to retire her, the now well-known Vulcan B2
XH558 taking over display duties for the VDF. XL426 was offered for sale and purchased by Roy
Jacobsen and made her final flight to Southend Airport in December 1986. Roy had hoped to keep
her flying with an airport-based company performing the servicing work but these plans never came to
fruition due to the vast costs involved and XL426 became marooned at Southend for six years whilst
running up a large bill for parking.
Fortunately, the Vulcan Memorial Flight Supporters Club was formed in 1990, later to become the
Vulcan Restoration Trust (VRT) which was able to resolve the situation with the parking fees and begin
the work of preserving her as one of only three Vulcans now capable of moving under their own power.
For more information on XL426 and the Trust and details of open days where you can see her up close
and visit the cockpit of this Cold War warrior visit www.avrovulcan.com
Our thanks to Richard for coming along, he mentioned it costs £50,000 a year to care for and taxi
XL426 which is all done by volunteers. A glass was put on the table for any donations and £86 was
given by you all to the VRT on behalf of The Sunbeam Club. Thank-you very much everybody.

October

Martin Stoneham, a local friend of ours, kindly gave a very interesting talk on the formation and work
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission titled ‘A Never Ending Vigil’. Photos were taken by
Martin himself during visits as part of his research into the cemeteries in France and elsewhere. The
Commission are currently looking after Commonwealth cemeteries in 150 countries worldwide.
It was common practice before and during the early months of World War One for soldiers to be buried
where they fell in battle while a popular officer might have a memorial dedicated to him. The Imperial
War Graves Commission began when Fabian Ware of the British Red Cross began collecting evidence
of war dead in 1916. The Commission would be formally established in May 1917 with four principles;
1. Each war dead should be commemorated, 2. A permanent memorial, 3. Uniform headstone 4. The
graves & memorials to be maintained in perpetuity. Soon there would be Commission staff across the
Western Front and elsewhere that battles were taking place. ID tags on soldiers were initially made
from card which soon disintegrated, later engraved metal discs were used which means war dead can
be identified a century or more after they fell. By 1927 there were 500 cemeteries and 2,000 staff
employed caring for them.
Martin explained that through his research he discovered chaplains and nurses are also
commemorated as well as Brigadiers and Major Generals which debunks the myth perpetrated since
that they kept well away from the fighting. He showed us photos of some of the lesser and wellknown cemeteries in France and Belgium. When World War Two broke out the work continued with
the preservation of the World War One graves including those destroyed in later battles alongside the
war dead of the second conflict. In the 1960’s the ‘Imperial’ title of the Commission was changed to
‘Commonwealth’
In 2014-15 Governments of the countries involved contributed £67 million plus £5.3 million from
agency agreements to continue the work of caring for the cemeteries. Remains are still being discovered
now and are always buried with full military honours. Martin recommends the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission website if you wish to research a relative that died in battle, and if you visit a
cemetery to sign the visitors book as many will have one.
Our thanks to Martin for an excellent talk and for bringing his laptop and projector.
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Out and About
Sunbeam September Challenge 2016

Alec and Joy Thompson

Up early today for a flying start. Weather is looking good, ideal for old motorcycles. We go round the
route just to check no-one has dug up the roads, a common practice these days.
The ladies from The Beansheaf garage are soon into action and the air is filled with the smell of fried
bacon. One by one the lads all start to arrive and the car park is filling up. Lots of banter and quips fill
the air before the smell of bacon frying is gradually replaced by exhaust fumes from our guest’s bikes.
Riding numbers all displayed the first machine is away. The route this year avoids crossing over the
A170. The garage forecourt is clearing pretty quickly now, all are safely on the way.
We pack up at the start and follow everyone. This year we have a breakdown van kindly operated
by Rod Farquharson. Rod was certainly kept very busy today and all our thanks go out to him for a
sterling performance. The route goes via Malton, Castle Howard with fantastic views of the Vale of
Pickering. Around the Vale of Pickering and to the golf club at Kirbymoorside for a roast pork with all
the trimmings lunch, brilliantly organised by Joy.
At the club an area was set aside for our use and it is filled with bikes and riders discussing the route
and their own day to date.
After the meal, John and Yvonne hand out our awards to Richard Birch, Brian and Pat Empsall and
Fred Taylor. There then followed a thank you to everyone for coming and a thank you to the golf club
and Joy for a marvellous lunch from Alec. Also, a heartfelt thank you to us from Tony Cowley on behalf
of all.
The afternoon run back is a jaunt of a mere 14 miles. We gather up at the garage to reminisce on a
great day before eventually all start to depart homewards.
Another great day, fantastic weather, great company and we look forward to next year for another
Sunbeam September Yorkshire Challenge.
Our thanks go to John and Yvonne Brandon, Rod Farquharson, Carolyn and Debbie at The Beansheaf,
Richard and Danniella at Kirbymoorside Golf Club and everyone who entered.
PS from Joy: A great bunch of lads and thanks for coming.

Award winners for 2016

Challenge cup: Richard Birch, 1913 Zenith.
September Challenge Rose Bowl: Fred Taylor, 1913 Triumph.
Three Wheeler plate: Brian Empsall, 1928 Triumph combination.
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Continued: Sunbeam September Challenge 2016		
Pictured on the Run:
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Club Stand at the South of England Motorcycle Show

Rob Smith

The Club once again had its stand in the traditional place in the Main Hall at the South of England
Showground, Ardingly. It was set up and run by Rob Pond and family and Baz and Jenny Staple with
help from your scribe. It was a superb autumn day which brought large crowds along including many
Club Members saying hello in passing and at least one new member signed up and several more
taking membership forms. Most of the motorcycles at the show were post-1950 but there was a
good selection of the older machines including on the SMCC stand: 1914 Triumph TT, 1914 & 1920
Douglas 2 ¾ HP, 1925 AJS V-Twin, 1930 New Imperial and 1936 Coventry Eagle. Our thanks to the
event organisers ELK promotions, our very own Julie Diplock and Rick Bailey and their team for all
their work before, during and after the day plus everyone that displayed their machines.
Below is Ian Anderson’s 1928 799cc AJS, while Club Officers Rob Smith and Baz Staple man the
stall. Photos by Sharon Benton.

Ninth Constable Run - 11th September		

Martin Staple

Another Sunbeaming day and it was lovely to see so many regular faces and also to welcome two new
faces from the Suffolk area. The 54 mile run was not without some challenges; some couldn’t find a
Pub unbelievably, whatever happened to man’s natural instinct? But joking aside a good day was had
by all and everyone enjoyed the run. Corncraft excelled once again with their excellent hospitality with
good food.
The Chris Styles Trophy for “The Most Desirable Original Unrestored Machine” was awarded to
Nick Farthing on his 1913 AJS and the machine which was voted “The One I Most Want to Own” was
awarded to Marcus Whatling on his 1914 Triumph.
Next year’s 10th Constable Run is on Sunday 10th September 2017. If you haven’t ridden in this event
before we will welcome you. There are plenty of bed and breakfast places in the vicinity if needed,
whether for a long weekend or a week. Do please come along you won’t be disappointed at the
beautiful countryside.
16
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Continued - Ninth Constable Run - 11th September

Photos by Jenny Staple

Machines assembled prior to the run.
Nick Farthing (L) receives The Chris Styles
						
trophy from Martin Staple.

Spotted on The Isle of Man				
Club member Chris Melvin’s tidy Velocette GTP pictured at Ramsey.
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The Moto Club Indianos 5th Classic Motorcycle International
Rally, Colombres, Spain October 2016			
Tony Page
Again, another very well organised great event - but that’s what everyone has come to expect of
what has become an annual pilgrimage for many UK vintage motorcycle riders and a definite firm
favourite not to be missed. With eight days of riding the empty and pothole free roads around the Picos
Mountains in Northern Spain in the company of over 300 other classic bike riders with lunch provided
half way round the daily 100 mile routes, what’s not to like? Paul Smart was the Special Guest this
year, riding every day.
Many could not resist ferreting around in the weekend’s Autojumble or watching the Saturday Hill
Climb and Sunday Moto-Cross. It was a busy week for riders of pre-1988 motorcycles.
As usual the weather was good, all bar one day of drizzle, and the roads uncluttered although at times
we had to share them with cows and sheep in the high mountains. Fabulous stuff indeed.
For next year, the organisers are arranging an optional five day pre-event ‘Tour of Spain’ for those
wishing to further extend the last trip of the year details of which will appear on the Club website in
due course. Check out the prices, accommodation options and link to the discounted Brittany Ferry
rates on: www.motoclubindianos.com
With Brittany Ferries’ schedules fitting in with the event start and finish dates, and special rates for
participants, it makes sense to plan ahead to get the highest discounts. With sailings from Plymouth
and Portsmouth to Santander (44 miles to Colombres) and Bilbao (100 miles), visit
www.brittany-ferries.co.uk , it is 850 road miles from Calais.

A 1926 Spanish registered Monet & Goyon and a round-tank BSA (inset)
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The Third Romney Marsh Run September 2016		

‘Belt Driver’

In keeping with period reliability trials’ reports before and after the Great War a weather summary
seems appropriate. Overnight rain affecting many parts of the UK gave way to a cool start, the day
was soon warmed by bright sunshine. Perfect for a day’s real motorcycling. Entrants pulling into the
paddock adjoining The Star Inn, St Mary in the Marsh were greeted by riders unloading their mounts
and topping them with up with fuel; whilst others nonchalantly gazed on munching bacon rolls and
sipping hot brews in mugs supplied by mine hosts at the Star Inn, Tim and Lucy Leach. A leisurely and
welcome start for those who’d travelled many miles and even from Scotland in one case for the run.
Although its building dates back to 1476, the inn waited until 1711 when local farmer, brewer and
cider maker registered it as an ale house. The name Star Inn had been used at other premises as
early as the 11th century in the parish but this building was accorded the name Star Inn in 1732 by
resident Thomas Kemp. Noel Coward spent some years as a young man living and working in a small
cottage adjoining the Star Inn while the author of The Railway Children and other novels Edith Nesbit
is buried in the churchyard diagonally opposite. Today as always, the Inn welcomes visitors, parties
and now vintage motorcyclists.
Signing on formalities and pep talk over, on the dot of 11am David Baldock’s late Victorian French
developed Leon Bollee tricar and us belt drivers puttered off eastwards accompanied by much faster
rorty singles and lusty V-twins. Past Eastbridge Church, Burmarsh and thence St Botolph’s Bridge
(named after the East Anglian saint - and perhaps appropriately for us run and jump start merchants
the patron saint of wayfarers).
As riders travelled along the old shoreline and then across the Marsh, stops were made by some
to check route cards or fettle machines including Equipe Rosenthal who’s Duggie dropped first one
cylinder intermittently then both. A check of magneto confirmed an adequate supply of sparks to both
pots, thus the fuel system was singled out for a full strip and ‘blow out’. Not a single spec of grot was
found, and …… with a sinking heart the machine was re-assembled and paddled off. Instantly the
veteran chimed in on both cylinders and continued run perfectly for the next 20 miles until the finish
at the Star Inn. Please explain!
Both the route card and the Sunbeam system of marking turns with blue for left and red for right
markers were foolproof ………… or at least they should have been, had it not been for the considered
help of a certain services provider. Steaming along a number of us relying on roadside markers only,
rather than in conjunction with the route card, spotted a blue symbol within yards of a left turn. Blue
is left, so left we went and two miles later encountered a T-junction devoid of any markers ……… and
the route card couldn’t help either. Realising we’d made an error we backtracked to the last junction.
Parking the bikes, we walked the few yards to the blue for left marker only to discover it was a four-inch
square blob of blue paint dawbed onto a concrete hydrant type marker placed by the nameless service
provider rather than an SMCC sign sited by Team Diplock.
At about 15 miles the routes separated with short route riders heading back to St Mary in the Marsh
via Newchurch, past WWII memorials and thence back to the start via Pickney Bush Lane while the
longer distance riders looped towards Appledore and off the Marsh before cutting across the sea to
Fairfield, actually dry land now but once sea, then Brookland (dry land) and across former marshland
to Old Romney, New Romney and back to the Star Inn for lunch. Both super routes contrived by Julie’s
team and a joy for first timers like me who’d never experienced Romney Marsh. It was however a little
worrying to spot the distinctive recovery van heading in the opposite direction, when we thought we
were on the correct route, its driver highly amused by our puzzled looks. At the next junction, we knew
we were on route so we can only assume Rick was taking the scenic option!
Bowling into the pub car park was another joy, not only was lunch waiting but an excellent jazz band
was performing on the front lawn. With beverage in hand, a ploughman’s lunch balanced on your knee
and music rolling across the lawns and road in front of the pub to the church it was the perfect finish
to a perfect vintage day.
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The Third Romney Marsh Run September 2016		

John Joseph

Above: John Wells’ 1912 3½ HP Triumph next to
John Joseph’s 1914 Wall Autowheel at The Star.
Above Left: Chris Mann (1911 Rudge) and daughter Rebecca Mann get into the spirit.
Below: Mustering in the pub carpark, to the right is Noel Coward’s cottage, now the B&B.
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The Third Romney Marsh Run

Marcus Whatling
accepts Best
Unrestored
Award from
Rebecca Mann.
David Chambers
aboard his 1913
Model C Triumph
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Photos: Rob Smith and Dennis Grech

1914 Triumph
model C ridden by
Elle Homewood
Results and Awards : ‘Belt Driver’
For those of you who like statistics
a total of 56 entered the event, 51
started along with two passengers
and 51 machines finished. The
entry comprised 25 veteran
models and 26 vintage machines.
On behalf of all riders, their
passengers, friends and visitors
warm thanks to Julie Diplock and
Rick Bailey and all the team along
with our hosts and staff at The
Star Inn for a great day. No names
mentioned as someone is always
forgotten.
Most Admired Veteran (Lightfoot
Trophy) : Glenn Williams - 1914
New Hudson D Deluxe 211cc
Most Admired Vintage (Sunbeam
200 mile Trial Trophy) : Bernard
Rudge - 1929 New Imperial Model
3A 350cc
Most Original Unrestored Machine
(Len Heath Trophy) : Marcus
Whatling - 1914 Triumph Model C
550cc
Furthest Ridden to the Event : Bob
Marshall (Ramsgate)
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Club Stand at Kop Hill Climb					

Baz Staple

The Club has attended this marvellous meet for the past few years with the club marquee and a
display of material and a good mix of machines. This year we had ten in all, showing the depth and
range that we cater for. All of these whizzed up the historic hill, except one, Shelagh Neal’s 1923 Scott
and sidecar which achieved the lap record in the 1923 TT when leading the race, but unfortunately
had to retire. The Neal Scott was unable to go up the hill as it is not road legal and the return route is
through the town. It is regularly used in anger.
No less than twenty four club members attended the event and climbed the hill, too many to mention
all by name, but outstanding helpers were John and Graham Buckingham with the club marquee.
Barry Brown and myself were requested to judge the best bike in the vintage category on behalf of
The Classic Motor Cycle magazine and we selected Terry Wilson’s beautiful 1928 SW5 Douglas speed
model, no stranger to sprinting. We were able to congratulate him in front of the club stand with the
official photographer recording this, which will ensure the image will appear in next year’s programme.
James Robinson, editor of CMC will be sending Terry a suitable award. Terry promptly joined the club
and three others took away signing up papers with apparent intent, but they had left their cheque
books at home, like yours truly.
The Kop Hill climb is an enjoyable and thrilling event entertaining a thousand or so spectators and
is all run by volunteers and all proceeds go to local charities. Last year it raised no less than £78,000.

Chairman Baz Staple (L) and new member Terry Wilson (Best Vintage award).		
							
Photo: Richard Daniels.
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Pioneer Dating Committee Meeting September 2016 Geoff Morris
Pioneer Registrar, John Waghorn, brought along some 15 applications for motorcycles and three
wheelers on an extremely warm sunny day for consideration of their date by the Dating Committee.
Those that pass muster are placed on The Pioneer Register for motorcycles up to 1914 and the
machine awarded a Pioneer Certificate.
The applications covering various machines were as follows:
1. 1913 Ariel 500cc. This hailed from Hull and had the well-known White and Poppe engine. Fitted
with a three-speed hub gear and foot clutch this was a very usable Pioneer machine restored to a good
standard. This also had an appropriate Hull registration number of ‘AT’.
2. 1913 Royal Enfield with V-twin 770cc J.A.P. engine. These solid two-speed motorcycles are ideal
for sidecar work. This restored example was presented by a resident of Brigg, North Lincolnshire. Its
engine number of 40453 was well within the veteran limit for the Tottenham built engine manufacturer.
3. Next was a 1911 Premier single cylinder from Hungerford, fitted with a hub clutch and to please
the committee it had photographs before and after restoration. Very presentable it was too.
4. 1914 998cc V-twin Premier
This was sold recently by Verralls,
the well-known specialists of
Handcross, after proprietor Ian
Hatton checked it over and the lucky
new owner will be able to cruise
effortlessly to Brighton. The maker’s
own engine was supplemented
with a two-speed gear. This will be
the only example of its type on the
Pioneer Register.

Pictured above and
right: The rare Premier
on the bench at Verralls,
being fettled by Ian
Hatton prior to delivery
to the customer

5. Another ‘big-un’. This time a 1913 1000cc two-speed American Excelsior. The same applicant
owns the previous Premier and he will be spoilt for choice on the Pioneer Run. Fitted with Schebler
carburetor it all adds up to a super bike.
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Pioneer Dating Committee Meeting September 2016 (Continued)		

Geoff Morris

6. A Sunbury submitted
1913 Indian of 996 cc
passed muster easily.
Fitted with a Hedstrom
carbureter,
it
had
registration number BF
7285 and came with
exemplary before and
after photographs – just
as we like them! This
bike was a real treat to
look at.

Above
is
pictured the
1913 Indian
showing bare
bones of the
frame
and
tinware.
Right is the
f i n i s h e d
article.

7. A very early motorcycle, a 1900 front-drive Werner came next. Put in by a Crawley-based resident
and regular Pioneer Run participant, this early example has had a long gestation period and the
applicant has done well to complete it. It might look simple but it isn’t. This 217cc front wheel driven
rarity had engine number 370 and was adjudged to be of turn of the century date. You have to be
pretty fit to drive this one but they were very popular well over 110 years ago.
8. 1900 De Dion tricycle. These engaging trikes are not too common and this one we mulled over was
a good example. Fitted with a Bozier two-speed gear it had frame no. 3623. In our opinion this one was
of 1900 date and the application was sent in from the Chelmsford area. An all-round lovely machine
eligible for both the Veteran Car Run and of course our Pioneer Run.
9. Like waiting for a bus and two come at once, another rare tricycle application landed on the table.
This time a 1900 Phebus with engine capacity of 326cc and of course the ubiquitous De Dion engine
was fitted. A super looking specimen with of all things semi-drop handlebars to give it a real period
‘scorcher’ appearance. Very nicely kitted out with lamp, horn and a cracking looking brass tank, it did
look ‘the business’.
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Pioneer Dating Committee Meeting September 2016 (Continued)		

Geoff Morris

10. A 1902 Clement of 143cc came from beautiful Tenbury Wells, Herefordshire (famous for its
Mistletoe Festivals). A well got up machine, with direct drive and a nice copper tank, this machine
promises plenty of pedalling exercise but looks great fun to propel and be propelled. The keen
enthusiast owner has turned out a good looking early motorcycle.
11. A very original (not to say truly barn weathered) 1914 Triumph came along next and the committee
do like looking at totally unrestored machines, but this one will require some T.L.C. to make it truly
roadworthy. Complete with three-speed hub gear the photographs show that unmolested or unrestored
machines still emerge from their resting place. With frame no. 253949 it was every inch a 1914
example.
12. A Dutch emanating direct drive 1903 239cc Peugeot was next for the committee’s attention.
With ‘Peugeot Freres’ own engine and inlet-over-exhaust configuration it was a commendable early
veteran and very soundly constructed. It had the typical period combined rear stand doubling up as
a rear carrier.
13. 1913 Wall Auto Wheel. Wall Auto Wheels are possibly the most economical entry level machine
for the Pioneer Run and the example under consideration was attached to a rare Hazlewood ladies
loop frame bicycle and was dated 1913 because of the ‘curly’ exhaust pipe bend peculiar to that year.
From Grantham, Lincs, this was a good example.
14. And another ! A similar Wall Auto wheel, but this time 1914, as it had the straight exhaust pipe
run brought in for that year. Again this one was fitted to a period looking ladies loop frame bicycle and
should provide a bit of fun for the owner.
15. A 1909 motorcycle application was next, but I shall gloss over the make as the Committee
rejected the very poor paperwork and photographs. The Pioneer application form only had the bare
bones of the owner’s address and literally nothing else. The photographs were of insufficient quality
for us to determine the machine and so it had to be rejected as it stands. The application form asks for
details and specification and history which was missing completely, so back it goes to the applicant.
We do like good quality photographs – at least one of each side and preferably a ‘top view’ showing
the tank width and also a close up or two of the engine etc. Also if applicants have them; ‘before
and after’ images. Most people manage this just fine, but now and again we are not presented with
enough information or even half decent photographs. So we have to ask the owner to make a more
presentable case for next time, before a Pioneer certificate can be considered.
As it was one of the hottest days of the
year an ‘al fresco’ lunch was served up
in the garden to slake and satiate the
Committee’s thirst and appetite after
all that dry paperwork was disposed
of. Nick Smith, our valued expert and
researcher on all kinds of details, had to
nip off back to work, so he just missed
the photo opportunity.
Thanks once more to John Waghorn,
Pioneer Registrar, for all his prior
research making it much easier for the
Committee and for travelling over to
Surrey from Wilmington, Kent.
Lastly I’d like to thank my ‘other half’
Chris, for providing all the teas and
victuals so essential to a well-rounded
Pictured left to right are Ian McGill, John Waghorn,
meeting.
Baz Staple, Paul Gander and Geoff Morris
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Features and Articles
Trial and Error In The Early Twenties 		

Nevil Barham

Referring to the ‘Duzmo’ in issue 879 along with a previous article, after a bit of reading of various
work logs written by Harold Biggs, further details have come to light about the engine modifications
on that particular machine.
The engine in the picture looked pretty standard on the outside, similar to other engines made by
the Advance Mfg Ltd, of Enfield Highway (Middlesex). Though this engine did not have the outside
flywheel with a bob weight crank, it had conventional flywheels. However, it did have several internal
tweaks that were tried out, to quote H. L. Biggs: ‘For 1922, in the experimental shop, we were working
on a very special single cylinder engine, doing everything possible to coax extra power? The cylinder
head was a special flat head with a special cast iron piston, 36 ⅜” holes were drilled around the skirt,
to lighten it. An aluminium piston some 3ozs lighter was tried later. The con rod and flywheels were
extensively lightened and valve gear was lightened and modified’.
The con rod was thinned
down to a thin ‘H’ section
and polished, (see image
from the log of H.L. Biggs,
rght), the flywheels were
reduced to ½” thickness and
both wheels polished. The
single cam was made with
the lobe of square profile,
image opposite top, apart
from the base circle. Lift was
increased from 9/32” to ⅜
of an inch. Cam followers
were made with a flat form
and hardened and ground,
image opposite bottom. The
rockers were also thinned
down, and hollow headed
tulip valves with hardened screwed in valve stem ends for the rockers to work on. There was no
mention of balance factor here but there is a graph showing BHP and Revs, A maximum reading of
19.75 BHP at 5,600RPM using a special high-lift cam!
The upshot of all this work? A hardened valve stem end cap unscrewed, the piston broke destroying
the barrel and wrecking the con rod, the cam follower spindle broke due to incorrect hardening? And
a rocker broke at the thinnest place. All this before a race and on the test bed! This was in the March
of 1922.
As a matter of interest, a new frame was brazed up, later to become the standard frame giving the
engine an inclined position, and hub brakes were made up. The completed machine was loaned to
Kaye Don for an April meeting but the clutch key sheared as soon as the wick was turned up!
For the next meeting, the Essex MCC Royal Meeting, the Duzmo was to be ridden by George Symonds,
better known in later years as the driver of the ‘R’ type Midget and the B.H.D. Spider. On the Duzmo he
had an exhaust valve break after covering the mile at a speed in excess of 80mph.
At the Wellingborough speed trials he did the standing start ½ mile in 33 seconds, then the con rod
broke and the engine suffered extensive damage.
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Trial and Error In The Early Twenties (Continued) Nevil Barham
Sketches taken from Various Work Logs Written by Harold Biggs (see text for explanation)

Footnote: The son of Harold Biggs, Mike, was my sidecar passenger on an 1100cc V Twin JAP/Norton
in Sprints and Hill climbs.
George Symonds had an engineering shop a couple of doors down from my father’s factory, we used
to visit on a Saturday and natter. The 1100 JAP along with a DOHC Norton engine with a Robin Jackson
head came from George.

Sunbeam Club News | Issue 883

27

Obscure Makes: Verus, Sirrah, Macklum and Weaver

John Hodson

Sirrah, Macklum, Verus and Weaver motor cycles were produced in the Glover Street Works,
Birmingham of Alfred Wiseman Ltd. Motor cycle production was a sideline as the main business of
the company was the production of insulators and other overhead items for tramways, transmissions
for trams, trolley buses, locomotives and tractors including such items as gear wheels, pinions and
gear cases.
Alfred Wiseman was born in
Brompton, Kent the son of Alfred H
Wiseman a shipwright and his wife
Mary. At the age of seventeen Alfred
junior was serving an apprenticeship
with Aveling and Porter of Rochester,
Kent, this was followed by
employment as a draughtsman in
Chatham Dockyard. By 1891 Alfred
was described as a commercial
traveller based in Northampton and
this was followed by employment as an engineer with Robey and Co. of Lincoln.
In 1896 Alfred Wiseman established the Glover Street Works in Birmingham and in the 1901 and
1911 census returns he describes himself as an electrical engineer with a particular interest in the
tramway industry. Wisemans made motor cycles from 1919 to 1926.
Verus. Motor cycle production started in 1919 with the introduction of the Verus lightweights. Their
own two-stroke engines of 211cc
or 269cc capacity were used. The
bike with the smaller engine was
single speed but the model with
the larger engine had a two-speed
Sturmey Archer or Burman gearbox
and chain-cum-belt drive. Both bikes
had Runbaken magnetos, Senspray
or Amac carburetters, carrier and
stand, Brampton forks, Lycett or
Gough saddles, top tube mounted
carriers and front and back brakes.
Four bikes were offered for 1920,
the two lightweights and two four-strokes with Blackburne side-valve engines of 348cc or 499cc
capacity with two and three speed Burman gearboxes respectively. The general specifications for
the four strokes were similar to the
269cc lightweight of the previous
year except that EIC magnetos
were used, lubrication was by Best
and Lloyd oil pump, a three speed
Sturmey Archer gearbox was used
on the 499cc model and this
model was offered with Senspray,
Amac or Cox Atmos carburetters.
The 499cc bike was also available
fitted with a “Model T” sidecar. The
prices for the four solo machines
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Continued: Obscure Makes: Verus, Sirrah, Macklum and Weaver

John Hodson

and the combination were, respectively,
£60-0s-0d, £85-0s-0d, £108-0-0d, £126-0s-0d
and £185-0s-0d.
The range of bikes offered for 1921 was the
same as in 1920. In 1922 the single speed
model and the Blackburne 499cc models were
dropped and the 348cc model was now offered
with all chain drive and three-speed gearbox. By
1923 only four-stroke bikes were on offer, the
range being extended with the introduction of a
348cc ohv Blackburne engine model, a 248cc
ohv Blackburne engine model and a 346cc JAP
engine model. The 1923 models continued into
1924 with the addition of a sports bike based
on the Blackburne 348cc ohv engine model. A
universal Wiseman tubular frame, with single
welded joint, was now used on all Verus and Sirrah bikes. There was little change for 1925, except for
the addition of a 293cc sv JAP engine model. 1926 was the final year of motor cycle production, and
only 348cc sv Blackburne engine and 344cc ohv JAP engine models were available.
Sirrah (Harris backwards!). Possible designed by or simply named after James Harris one of the
company’s directors, Sirrah motor cycles were introduced as cheaper lightweight versions of the Verus.
In 1921 a motor cycle with a 292cc Union two-stroke engine was available in solo and, surprisingly
bearing in mind the small size of the engine, also as a sidecar combination. Over the years 1921
to 1925, a range of motor cycles of various engine sizes bearing the Sirrah name were introduced,
all had Burman gearboxes but various engines were used including Barr and Stroud, Blackburne,
Bradshaw, JAP, Union and Wiseman.
Macklum. More a scooter than a motor cycle, the Macklum was designed by F McCallum and was
only available in 1921. The front section and platform were stamped from a single sheet of steel and
this formed the frame. A Peco or Union engine mounted over the front wheel provided power to the
wheel via chain drive.
Weaver. Named after the designer who was also works manager, the Weaver was another shortlived marque being produced from 1923 to 1925. The first Weaver bike available was the Cyclette, a
motorised bicycle described as a “pretty little ultralight weight”, it was powered by a 150cc ohv engine
made “in house”, was single speed, all chain drive and had pedals. In 1924 a lightweight motor cycle
known as the Colonial was sold alongside the Cyclette. The Colonial was powered by a 130cc version
of the “in house” engine, it had a two-speed Burman gearbox and all chain drive. Later in the year the
prospective purchaser had the choice of Aza, Wiseman or Villiers engines. The bikes continued into
1925, the final year of production.
Although all motor cycle production ceased in 1926, this was not the end of Alfred Wiseman Ltd by
any means. They continued to make gear systems for many years. Alfred Wiseman died in Birmingham
in November 1948 at the age of 86 years. Through various takeovers and company name changes,
Alfred Wiseman and Co is now part of David Brown Gear Systems of Huddersfield. Browns still provide
service support to Wiseman Gears UK gearboxes.
Sources of information:
Census Returns			
Institution of Mechanical Engineers Archive
Various Internet Sources		
www.davidbrown.com
Verus Catalogue I am grateful to John Waghorn for access to the Ayers Collection of Literature.
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Anyone Recognise This Ariel?

		

Arran Marshall

It’s a 1929/30 frame with a 1946 Red Hunter 350cc engine fitted. The barrel has been reversed to
put the carb at the front. It came from the Argyle & Bute area and may have been raced by someone
with the surname ‘Woods’ at some point. Any information would be appreciated

Monty’s Tips and Wrinkles

				

‘Monty’

Monty cuts up 13 amp plugs to make emergency solderless nipples for when a cable pulls through.
Get you home only - keep one in your toolbox or pocket.

30
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Policies from

£76

****

**

Classic insurance
redefined.
Tailor your classic bike insurance policy
to suit your needs.
To discover the Footman James difference, call our
friendly UK team for a quote today.

0333 207 6064
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Classic benefits
included*:
Salvage retention
Shows and events
Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £750)
European motoring (up to 35 days per trip)
Riding other classics

Cover options*:
Breakdown with options to include
European cover and Homestart
Agreed value
Ride to work
Track day cover
Wedding hire cover
and many more

Specialist rates for club members
Part of the Towergate Group

Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household
*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. **1954 NortonES2. Value: £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full clean
driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode OX10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee.
Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. ADCB204.11.14

Remember to quote ‘Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club’
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Members Advertisements
Wanted
Large Saddle for V-twin Veteran. Also
Information, period photos, any help on 8HP
Sparkbrook V-Twin bikes 1912 to 1918. Email
Raymondleohudson@hotmail.co.uk or phone
01934 844546 (Somerset) (12/16)
Sunbeam Wanted: 1930 model 9 preferred with
original registration number. Please phone Derek
Bushnell 01308 423601 or 07778 654574
(Dorset) (12/16)
For a 1939 Matchless G3: 8” headlamp shell
rusty or dented; 6v dynamo pref working; 80mph
chronometric speedo without trip (will swop for
120 mph item with trip); front exhaust pipe (less
chrome the better) Barry Rapley 01634 716319
or mob: 07759309057 barryrapley@sky.com
(Kent) (12/16)
Wanted: Bit of a long shot. I need a 3-speed
4-stud mounting heavy duty Sturmey Archer
gear box suitable for a mid-20s 1000cc JAP
V-twin motorcycle. Please contact Ande on
07884 268649 or andeoldbikes@hotmail.com
(Essex) (12/16)
Wanted, black Ariel or flat tank Ariel. This
would be ridden on the road and looked after as
it should be. Cash waiting. Call Mark on 01403
822512 or 07779 583868 mark.grainger4@
hotmail.co.uk (West Sussex) (12/16)
Wanted for 1929 AJS 250 s.v. various small
parts including rear stand, front brake lever,
hand gear change lever pivot bolt, crank for decompressor. R/H foot rest and shaft. Plus advice
on the best place to get an exhaust pipe and
silencer made. John Larkham (West Sussex)
01243 863741 email: jlarkham@tiscali.co.uk
mobile 07592 015902 (12/16)
Veteran in good original condition with
clutch, gears and matching numbers. l am only
interested in a nice genuine machine with good
provenance and Pioneer certificate. Please
contact Michael McAuley 07855 070880
michael.excavators@btinternet.com (12/16)
34

One-day trip knob for a Cowey speedo. Claudel
Hobson Carburettor updraft flange, to fit ¾”
choke. Richard Mummery 01227 751751 email
sheila.mummery@sky.com (Kent) (10/16)
Connaught Wanted by enthusiast. Genuine
motorcycle or boxes of bits. The earlier the
better, 293cc two-stroke and 350cc four-stroke.
Richard 01282 612315 (Lancs) (10/16)
Wanted: For my 1914 Wall Autowheel: an
original 20” wheel (or just the original hub),
original petrol tank and carburettor needle
and attachment. Can anyone help me please?
Keith Clarke, keith@tuktuk.fsnet.co.uk or
0208 393-3569 (Surrey) (10/16)
Alldays & Onions. Three-speed gearbox
for a 1914 v-twin. Two-bolt top fixing, with
cross over drive, input on left, output on
right. May have Alldays cast on top. c/o Baz
Staple, 01892 535671 or send an email to
chairman@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk (10/16)
Dummy belt rims for the brakes for Douglas CW
or OB models. These are 12½” diameter over
the flange, 11½” diameter over the belt “V” and
1.5/8” overall width for the front and 1.15/16”
for the rear. Chris Wright. 020 8309 0871.
Email: chrisjwright@btinternet.com (Kent) (12/16)
Saxon girder forks wanted to fit 1921 New
Imperial or any parts in any condition. Please
contact Geoff 01386 422129 or email
geoffwood7@gmail.com anytime (Worcs) (10/16)
Veteran with clutch for next years Pioneer Run
Andy Tyldesley. Tel 01257 271005 or email
andrew185@btinternet.com (Lancs) (08/16)
Zenith frame wanted, mid 1920’s cradle frame
for 250/350cc engine. Phone Graham Gasson
on 01737 824256 daytime. or email Graham.
Gasson@campdenbri.co.uk (Gatwick area) (08/16)
Want to Advertise? Drop me a line!
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk
The Editor, PO Box 85, New
Romney, Kent TN28 9BE
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Members Advertisements
For Sale
Watsonian sidecar chassis. 1920’s complete
in primer; wheel rebuilt. £250. Royal Enfield
sidecar chassis 1920’s. Powder coated with
wheel hub. Only suitable for a Royal Enfield.
£250. 1920’s Norton sidecar body only; Original
condition. £795. Roy Plummer telephone 01424
772598. (East Sussex) (12/16)
1923 Triumph Junior 2½HP (‘Baby’). Twospeed with clutch and kickstart. Miller
lighting set and horn, original handbook. Nice condition motorcycle £6,500.
1939 Excelsior Autocycle 98cc. Requires
restoration. Complete, with some new items.
Old logbook with nice registration. £700. Please
contact Neil Styles on 07516 036539 (evenings)
(WORCS) (12/16)
1928 Sunbeam Model 8 350cc ohv. Owned by
me for 18 years and a regular participant in SMCC
runs. Light and agile with a recently overhauled
ML mag. Full acetylene lighting. £10,950
1912 Royal Enfield Model 160 344cc 2-speed
V-twin. Pioneer Cert 1506. A very light machine
powered by Motosacoche engine that’s made
like a Swiss watch, Cruises effortlessly at
over 40 and always gets to Brighton. £13950
Can email photos of both. Brian Philpott
philpott2@virginmedia.com
01276
26880
(Surrey) (12/16)
1911 New Hudson. Pioneer certificate number
378. Did the first Pioneer in 1956. All correct
numbers and in excellent condition. Belt driven,
pedal-assisted with three-speed hub gear.
Acetylene lamp, speedometer, bulb horn. Price
£14000 stuartjhalsall@sky.com Tel 01953
457035 (Norfolk) (10/16)

Club Regalia Christmas Sale: 20-25% Off - see
page six! (12/16)
Post-Vintage ATCO lawnmower. Runs well; it
will make a very interesting project and just the
job in the garden (See photo issue 882 page 26)
For swap: A 1937 AJS petrol tank. This is the
one that takes the switch panel but I do not have
that part. In very good condition and ready for
use,to swap for a 1950s AJS Trials Competition
petrol tank in similar condition. Richard
Mummery 01227 751751 or email sheila.
mummery@sky.com (Kent) (10/16)
Sunbeam model 6 long stroke 1925 500cc.
Owned by one family since 1946. A very nice
machine to ride and used for many years in
the Welsh Week. Sadly the bike must be sold
as the owner can no longer ride, I am selling
this machine on behalf of the owner. Please
call for further information. £9000 call Colin
colinandpip@waitrose.com 01761 241516
(Somerset) (08/16)
WHITE & POPPE. 1905 single speed, 427cc.
Two owners the last 65 years. Goes up all the
hills on the Pioneer Run, third to arrive at the
2016 event. Good reliable machine. Well known
and quite a quick early veteran with history back
to 1907. With spares £25,000 or could P/X
Thruxton Velo, old Harley? Alex Taylor 01235
553574 , email alex.taylor574@btinternet.com
(Oxfordshire) (08/16)
Single bike trailer complete with spare 8”
wheel. Made by Indespension with additional
framework. No trailer board. £50 no offers
Contact Ian 07766 395349 (Kent) (06/16)
Want to Advertise?
Drop me a line!
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk

Small Ads for Private Sales and Items Wanted are free to Club Members, and can repeat
free for several issues if requested. Just let the Editor know your requirements.
Please include your membership number with your advertisement and
note that free advertising does not included business advertising.
Do mention where you saw the advert when contacting advertisers.
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Trials

Stars at the 2016 Manx International Classic Trial : Mick Grant
							
Photo: Julie Diplock
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South of England Classic Show & ‘Jumble : Sunday 2nd April
South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

Ashford Classic Motorcycle Show & ‘Jumble : Easter Monday 17th April
Ashford Market, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent TN24 0HB. 1 mile South M20 J10
th

MCN Festival of Motorcycling

13 & 14th May At Peterborough with ‘Jumble. PE2 6HE
Romney Marsh Classic Bikejumble : 10am Sun 21st May

Romney Marsh Classic Show & Bikejumble :
10am Sunday 25th June

at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD

South of England Summer Classic Show

10am Sunday 16th July

Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

Romney Marsh Classic Bikejumble

10am Sunday 17th September

at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD
th

South of England Classic Show & ‘Jumble : Sunday 29 October
South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL

ELK Promotions, PO Box 85, New Romney, Kent TN28 9BE

01797 344277

www.elk-promotions.co.uk

The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club Ltd:

78 Pioneer Run® : Sunday 19th March 2017
th

Starts at 8.00am from Tattenham Corner, Epsom Downs, Surrey.
To the Finish on Madeira Drive, Brighton, Sussex.
Open to all pre-1915 machines registered on the SMCC Pioneer
Register. All machines are now over 100 years old
Entries are invited from all past riders who will receive entry forms
through the post or via email if we have your address.
Entry Forms are also available on the Club Website:
www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
or direct from the organiser Ian D. McGill.
The Oaktree. 13, Victoria Road. Horley. Surrey. RH6 9BN.
Tel: 01293 771446 Email: acsociable1@sky.com
A quick reply with entry forms will ensure a fairly early
start if riding in class three.
All entry forms will be date stamped on receipt.

Sponsored by:-

Bonhams Auctionhouse.
Bascombe & Drew.
National Motorcycle Museum.
The Classic Motor Cycle.
Carole Nash Insurance.
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CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR
Date

Event Venue

Contact

8:00pm 19th
December

Club Night
West Kingsdown Village Hall
Kent TN15 6BZ

George Smith
01474-852960
t110george47@gmail.com

All welcome

8:00pm 20th Club Night Broadlakes Social Richard Tann
December
Club, Shenley Lane, London 0208-953-5732
Note new date Colney, Herts AL2 1DG
richard.tann@btinternet.com

Christmas
Party: All
welcome

7:30pm 5th
January
2017

Club Night Six Bells, Chiddingly Paul Rees
East Sussex BN8 6HE
01323-844766
paulrees49@yahoo.co.uk

All welcome

12:30pm
7th January

Chairman’s Lunch.
Ian McGIll
Shipley Bridge, Antlands Lane, 01293-771446
Burstow, Surrey. RH6 9TE
acsociable1@sky.com

All welcome

8:00pm 10th
January

Club Night Broadlakes Social Richard Tann
Club, Shenley Lane, London 0208-953-5732
Colney, Herts AL2 1DG
richard.tann@btinternet.com

All welcome

Noon 5th
Club Meet
February
The Vine, Great Bardfield,
Note no meet Braintree, Essex CM7 4SR
in January

Rob Woodford
07847-098597
robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk

All welcome

12th February

Gordon Jackson Trial
Bagshot Heath, Surrey

Neil Sinclair
07885-660939
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

Star Group

2:00 pm
11th March

AGM The Llama Park,
Wych Cross, Forest Row
East Sussex, RH18 5JN

Arnold Marshall
01797 270209
secretary@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Closed to Club

19th March

78th Pioneer Run ®
Epsom to Brighton

Ian McGIll
01293-771446
acsociable1@sky.com

Pre-1915

16th April

Third Oxon/Bucks Run
Chinnor, Oxon

Andy Middleton
01844-352844
apmiddleton@btinternet.com

Pre-1940

30th April

Ixion Cavalcade
Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex

Ian Cockshull
Ixion@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Pre-1940

8th May 12th May

Shropshire Mid-Week Break
The Valley Hotel at Ironbridge
Shropshire, TF8 7DW

Bob Nix
01664-454396
bnixmail@gmail.com

Closed to Club
Pre-1940
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2016 / 2017
Date

Event Venue

Contact

14th May
2017

Rose of Torridge
Bradworthy, Devon

Paul Dyson
07974-230840
pdyson@jumbler.co.uk

27th May 28th May

Conyboro Run and
Autojumble
Six Bells, Chiddingly
East Sussex BN8 6HE

Rob Pond
Pre-1940
01306-628297 / 07907-649751
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

11th June

Rose of the Shires Run
Stoke Bruerne,Northants

Andrew Leslie
07599-291787
ajdleslie@gmail.com

Pre-1940

17th June 24th June

34th Welsh Week
Llanbister, Powys

John Appleton
01296-623048

Closed to Club
Pre-1940

9th July

Garden of England Run
Headcorn, Kent

Jo and Julian Swift
01233-756346
julian@julianswift.com

Pre-1940

13th August

55th Graham Walker Run
Beaulieu, Hampshire

Ian McGill
01293-771446
acsociable1@sky.com

Pre-1940

20th August

1st Summer Pioneer Run ®
Handcross, West Sussex

Rob Pond
Pre-1915
01306-628297 / 07907-649751
events@sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

Pre-1940

2ndSeptember Gingerbeards Trial
3rd September Greybeards Trial
Jackson Woods, Horsmonden
Kent

Neil Sinclair
07885-660939
sinclairndlp@hotmail.co.uk

Any Bike/
British Bike
Riders over
40 years old

10th
September

Constable Run
Monks Eleigh, Suffolk

Marian Johnson
01206-827867
marj_35@btinternet.

Pre-1940

16th
September

9th Sunbeam Sept Challenge Alec Thompson
pre-1931
01751-431478
North Yorkshire
alec.thompson@mypostoffice.co.uk

24th
September

Romney Marsh Run
St. Mary in the Marsh, Kent

Julie Diplock
01797-344277
sunbeameditor@hotmail.co.uk

Pre-1931
Flat-tank
only

Romney Marsh Rally					

Dennis Grech

Maggi Masters sets off aboard her 1926
Raleigh 174cc Model 17.

40

Glenn Williams on his 1914 New Hudson D Deluxe 211cc , winner of The
Lightfoot
Trophy (Most Admired Veteran)
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